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INTRODUCTION. 



The present volume, completing Park III. of the English 
Charlemagne Eomance series, requires but little introduction. I 
have already referred to it in my edition of Sir FerumhraSf Introd. 
pp. viii, ix. It contains the whole life of Charlemagne, with a brief 
sketch of the early kings of France, and includes all the incidents 
narrated in Sir Ferumbras, The Sowdone of Babyloyne, Roland and 
Vemagu, and the Song of Roland, 

Caxton's "Lyf of the Noble and Crysten Prynce, Charles the 
Crete " survives only in the unique copy preserved in the British 
Museum (Press Mark c. 10, b. 9). It is a folio volume, containing 
96 leaves, the signatures running from A ij to M viij, and is perfect, 
but without title-page* The colophon tells us that the " werke was 
fynysshed in the reducyng of hit in to Englysshe the xviij day of 
Juyn, the secondl yere of kyng^ Eychard? the thyrdf, and? the yere of 
our lordl MCCCCLXXXV, and? enprynted? the fyrst day of decembre 
the same of our lordl, & the fyrst yere of kyng Harry the seuenth." 

The type is that classed by Mr. Blades as 4*. The pages have 
two columns, each containing 39 lines, and each line measuring 2^ 
inches. There are neither folios nor catchwords. The initial wood- 
cut letters are 3 lines deep. 

In 1743 the volume was sold by E. Harley to Osborne the book- 
seller, the price not mentioned. In 1773 it became the property of 
J. Eatclifife at a cost of £13, and in 1776 it was sold by him to 
George III for £L 4. 0. 

As Caxton himself tells us, the work here reprinted is a transla- 
tion of the French prose romance of Fierabras, itself a compilation 
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partly from the Speculum Hist&ridle of Vincent de BeauyaiSy and 
partly from the old French romance of Fierabras. The exploits of 
Charlemagne were related in numerous histories and romances, both 
in French and Latin^ in prose and in verse, as early as the 12th and 
13th centuries. From the envoy of the anonymous author of the 
original French version we learn how Henry Bolomyer, a canon of 
Lausanne, induced him to gather together into one connected narra- 
tive these disjointed fi^tgments. A comparison of his work with that 
of Vincent of Beauvais shows clearly that his researches were by no 
means confined to tiie Speculum Historiale. I have already given a 
short account of the original French work.* One version in the 
GrenviUe Library, 10531, is doubly unique, being not only the only 
copy of that particular version known to be in existence, but also 
the only production of the press of Symon du Jardin, at Greneva, 
which has come down to us. Brunet had heard of it, but doubted 
its existence (Suppl. 11. p. 231). It is undated and without signa- 
tures, pagination, or illustrations. 

A second version of the original French is also preserved in the 
same library. No. 10532. It also is a folio volume of 66 leaves, 
signatures running from A j to L v. On L v & is a woodcut similar 
to that at the end of the copy already described. This also is 
unique, and has the following colophon : " Cy finist Fierabras imprime 
a lyon Ian de grace mil qualtre cens quatre vingtz et seize. Le xx 
iour de nouembre." There are numerous woodcuts throughout the 
work, evidently copied from the same source as those in the Boyal 
Fierabras described below, but much coarser and plainer. They are 
also frequently reversed, and, as in the royal copy, the same woodcut 
is at times made to serve for two or more incidents of a similar 
character. 

In the library of the late Mr. Huth is a version, undated, in folio, 
black letter, with woodcuts, and the colophon : " Cy finist Fierabras. 
Imprime a lyon par mai-jtre Guillaume le roy. Le cincquiesme Jour 
du moys de Juilliet. Deo gracias." It contains 108 leaves, and is 
the copy described by Brunet. It appears to have belonged originally 

' Introd. to Sir FerumbraSy pp. vi, vii. 
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to the library of the Academy at Lyons. In the same library is a 
version in German containing 53 leaves, of which another copy is in 
the British Museum. ^ 

The copy of the French Fierahras which I have used for com- 
parison with the English translation, is that preserved in the Royal 
Library (Press mark, C. 6, b. 12). It is a folio volume of 115 leaves, 
without title-page. Woodcuts are freely introduced. On the back 
of sign. A i. is a large one representing Fierahras on horseback, and 
another on 5 representiug Charlemagne on his throne, and sur- 
rounded by his douzeperes. The preface begins on A ij, the index 
on A ij ft, and the text on A vj. The colophon runs : " Cy finist 
Fierahras. Imprime a genesue Par maistre Loys Garbin bourgois de 
la dicte cite. Lan mil cccc. Ixxxiij. et Le xiij iour de moys de Mais. 
Deo gracias. Amen." The woodcuts are in many cases most 
comical : perhaps the most ludicrous are those which are intended to 
represent Floripas killing Britamont, and Eichard swimming the 
torrent of Flagot. In one in which the sacred relics are shown, only 
three nails appear, and in two others the Saracens are represented as 
bombarding the tower of Aigremont with cannons. 

In a few instances the same cut is employed to represent two 
incidents of a similar character. Thus that representing Oliver 
before Balan is also used for Guy before the Sultan. 

In his translation, Caxton has followed his original so closely and 
even slavishly, that at times it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
understand his meaning without a reference to the language of the 
original. Frequently he has used the very words of the French 
author, and still more frequently he has merely given them an 
English dress. Caxton probably is responsible for the introduction 
of more French words into our language than any other writer. 

In his epilogue Caxton tells us that he undertook the rendering 
into English of this Lyf of Charles the Grete at the instigation of " a 
good and synguler frend, Maister wylliam daubeny, one of the 
tresirers of the lewellys of the noble and moost crysten kyng*, our 
naturel and souerayn lord? late of noble memorye kyng Edward the 
fourth." I have endeavoured to identify this Sir William Daubeny, 

* See Sir FemmbraSf Introd. p. vii. 
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and to ascertain the nature of the duties pertaining to his office as 
keeper of the jewels. As to the latter — 

The copy of the lAher Niger Domus Regis Anglie, believed to be 
that of Edward lY. in the Harleian MS 642, has the following 
section on leaf 49, &c. on the Keeper of the Jewels, his clerk, 
yoman, groom, chariot, &c. 

©ffice of 3etoell|0ttjse' 

hath an Architector callid Clarke of the Kinged or keeper of Joyalx, 
or Theasaurer of the Chainbre : this officer taketh bui Indenture 
betwixt him and the Kinge, all that he findes in his office of gold, 
siluer, prctious stones, and the marker of euery thinge. Alsoe he 
receaueth the yearely guiftes by Eecord of the Chamberlaine. Item 
he receaueth by Indenture of the Thesaurer of England, And by 
ouersight of the Chamberlaine sitting in the Kingis Chambre or in 
the hall with a person of like seruice, And for his Chambre at night 
dimidmm cheate loaf e, one quart wyne, one gallon of ale ; And for 
winter Liuerey, one perche de wax, one candle wax, two candels paris, 
one dimidzwm tallwood, and present in Court vijf. ob. [Zeq^ 49 hacJc\» 
In Checkerrolle and cloathing with howsold for winter and somwer, 
or of the Countinghouse xl :'. : his Liuerey is as Knightes, and if he be 
sicke, he taketh in eating daies like the Squires for the bodie when 
they bin lett blood or sicke, &c. Also in this offise is a clarke vnder 
him in the hall eatinge, taking for his liuerey at night, dimidmm 
gallon ale, one candle pa?'is, ^xmMum tallwood, shide and cloathing 
by the Countinghouse, or yerely twentie shillinges. And if he be 
sike, he taketh for all day one loafe of bread, one messe of gret 
meate, dimid^wm gallon ale. And for this office a yoman eating in 
the hall with yomen of Chambre, taking for his wages in the 
Countinghouse, if he be present, allowed by the Checkerrolle, 
threepence ; And cloathing with the housold winter and summer for 
chances and all other part, or eighteene shillingea, besides his reward 
of the Jewelhouse for sure and diligent keeping of the Kinge« 
Joalxe yerely &C. And if he be sicke, he taketh such Liuerey as 
doth the Clerke. Also in this office a groome eating dayly in the 
office, taking for his liuerey one loafe, one messe of grete meate, 
dimidium gallon ale : And he setteth in the Liueries \leaf 50]. For 
this office in season, one candle wax, two candles paria, one tallwood 
dimidmm. And Kushes and litter for this office all the yeare of the 
Sergeant Vsher of hall and Chambre. Also this groome fetting 
nightly for this office one gallon of ale : he helpeth to trusse and 
beare to the Charriott, and awaiteth thervpon the safeguard ; and the 
yoman also to attend vpon this carriage. And this office hath also 
lodgeing in the Countrie towne for all these horses and seruante* 
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fiufi&sanntly by tlie herbergier. And the chiefe of thifl office The maister 
to haue into this Court two waiters, and the Gierke one Se*cieSe^**' 
honest seruant. The remenant goo to theire lodgeing in one seruant. 
the Countrey. And the yoman and groome haue one seruant. And 
for this office is assigned a Charriott with seauen horses and a charriot 
all there apparell, horse-meate, shooeing, and the yomen and horses, 
groomis wagis therfore, foundyn of the charge of Thesaurer of housold 
to Carrie the stuff of the Kinges in this office, and none other mans, 
by the ouersight of the Controller, betwixt the Thesaurer of housold, 
and this officer, be many interchaunges of siluer vessell, hoole and 
brooke, receaued or deliuered by officers by Indentures &c. As it 
will appeare in [leaf 50, back] The Accompt of housold. And as 
for othir thinge^ touching this office, behold in the title De Ohlor 
tionihus^ Begis capitulid before, all thinges of this office inward or 
outward, cometh and goeth by the knowledge of the Kinge, and by 
the Chamberlaines Eecord. Also if any Knight or Squire presume to 
weare the Kinges liuerey, but if he come ther by authoritie, or ellys 
by record in this office./ 

Thanks to the kindness of Mr. Selby of H.M. Eecord Office and 
Mr. -Furnivall, I have been enabled to identify Sir W. Daubeny, and 
to give some interesting particulars .relating to him. We first meet 
with his name in 1480-1, when he was appointed Searcher in the 
Port of London.2 The substance of the Patent Eoll is as follows : 

' Vide de hoc antea : folio. 16. b. [On Gifte by the King in charity, &o.] 
* The following note is derived from a bundle of Searchers' Accounts for 
the period: — 

[AnderU Miscellanea, (Exch. Q. K.) Searchers' Accounts, Bundle 692. 
J. P. R. 2110.] 

1 — 6 7 London. — ^Account by John L3m who was appointed by 

Hen. YII ) letters patent dated 22 Sept. 1 Hen. YII. Searcher in the 

port of London, to wit, from 22 Sept. / to Mich. 6 Hen. 

VII., William Dawbeney late Searcher. / membrane. 

This Account extending over five years and 8 days gives the sum received 

as nil. 

This record states the duties to be — "ad explorandi^^ per se in propria 
persona sua, et non per substituti^m, omnes naves et batellas extra regnum 
Anglie transeuntes, et ad idem regnum venientes in portubus et locis predictis 
[«. e. in portu Civitatis Londonie], et ad scrutinium faciendt^^ de omnibus 
navibus et batellis hujusmodi, et de personis de quibus sinistra suspicio haberi 
poterit, quod lane, pelles lanute, coria, panni, aut mercimonia custumabilia 
non cokettatA nee custumata in eisdem navibus, aut aurum vel argentum in 
pecunia numerata, aut masa vel plata sen fooalia oaroata sen posita fuerunt ; 
Yel si alique persone bullas litteras instrumenta vel processus vel aliqua alia 
Begi vel suditis Begis prejudioialia infra vel extra regnum Regis prediotum, 
detuleri contra proclamaciones et inhibuoiones ex parte Begis inde fact^, Ha- 
bendffm et occupandt^m officium prediotum quamdiu Begi placuerit, una cum 
medietatd forisfactur^ prediote." 
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9 NovT, 20 Edw. rV, 1480. Memb. 21. Appointment of Wm. 
Daubeny as Searcher in the Port of London & other places adjoin- 
ing the same, with the usual fees & emoluments, & also the half 
of all forfeit, was seized to the King's use. His substitute or substi- 
tutes may act for him. 

About the same time in a ''Roll of Accounts, Michaelmas, 20 
Edw. lY,'' there is an entry that John Barker of London, Goldsmith, 
had received 100^ from William Dauheney in part payment of 80 
butts of malmsey purchased by him for the use of the King's 
army.i 

In 1483-4 he was re-appointed to the office of Searcher of the 
Port to Eichard III. In the Patent Roll his previous appointment 
to the same office under Edward V. is referred to, and he is further 
described as Clerk of the Jewels. In the Calr. of the Patent Rolls, 
Ric. III. Appx. to 9th Report of Deputy Keeper of Records, p. 34, 
the following particulars relating to Sir W. Daubeny are given : 

I Ric. IIL, p. 2, 1483-4. Membrane 20 (4) 16 Dec. Appoint- 
ment of William Daubeny , clerk of the jewels, as searcher in 
the port of London, with a grant of half of all the forfeitures, in 
as full a manner as William Merston, esq. enjoyed the same : 
which office the said William Dauheney fills by virtue of a patent 
of Edward V. the bastard [entry 39], ih, p. 39, Membrauce 
7 (19). 

II Mar. Release to William Dauheney (or Dabeney), searcher in 
the port of London, of all surrears of accounts, &c. to 6 March 
last [entry 133]. 

iK p. 42, Membrane 2 (24). 

8 April. Appointment of John Wode, knt. Treasurer of England, 
Robert Brakenbury, Constable of the Tower of London, Master 
William Lacy, Master William Dawbuey, and Master Robert 
Rydon, as Commissaries General in the office of the Admiralty in 
England. . . 

ib, p. 67, Memb. 17 (9). 1 Ric. Ill, p. 4, 1483-4. 

24 AprU. Grant to William Dawbeney, clerk of the jewels to 
Edward IV., of an annuity of lOl. out of a farm in Watford 
(Northampton), (2) by the hands of Eustace of Burneby and 
Matill his wife, to hold the same until the gift, for life, of an 
office of 201 yearly value ; further grant in survivorship to the 

' Exchequer Issue Boll, Hen. III. to Edw. YI, ed. F. Devon, Appendix, 
p. 600. 
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said William Dawheney and Joan his wife of an annuity of 
20 marks, the former patents of 22 June, 21 Edw. IV. (p. 2, 
m. 12), and 1 May,i 21 Edw. IV. (p. 1, m. 6), granting to them 
the said annuities, having been surrendered. 

An order under the Privy Seal of Henry VIL in 1485 to the 
Treasurer and Chamberlaine of his Exchequer orders them to 
allow to his " beloved cousin John, arl of Oxenford," the sums 
of 100 marks and 100<£ out of his purchase-money of 800 marks 
for the manors of the late Wm. Alyngton during his son's 
minority, and the marriage of this son : This, because the Earl 
had paid 100 marks to Kick Gardyner, alderman of London, 
" for so moche money by the said Kichard Gardyner late lent 
unto Richard, due of Gloucester, late, in dede and not of righte, 
kind of England, upon pledge of a salt of gold with a cover. . . 
the which salt • . . was delivered unto the said Richard Gardynere 
by one, William Dauheney, knight^ keeper of the juelx with the 
foresaid pretensed king . . . and also the summe of c. ti. parcell of 
xxiiij °. ti by the said late pretensed king borowed of the maire 
and aldermen of our said citie of London . . . and for suertie 
and contentaciom of the said xxiiij ^. li. the said late pretensed 
king laide in plege to the said maire and aldermen a coronalle 
gold garnished with many other grete and riche juelx, as by a 
bille endented betwix the said maire and aldremen, on that one 
partie, and the foresaid William Daubeney, then keper of juelx 
of the said pretensed king on that othre partie thero made, more 
plainly doth appere.^ 

In Sept. 1484 we find the following orders: " Parcelles of 
clothing [&C.1 to be delivered by the said bishop to the said erle 
[of Desmond]. . . . Item, a nother lettre direct to Mr. William 
Dawheney^ clerk of the kinges jueUes, to delivere unto the said 
bisshop for the said erle of Dissemond, a coler of gold of xx** 
oz., xxx*^ ti. — Letters and Papers t. Rich. III. & Hen. VI, ed. 
Gairdner, Rolls Series, 1861, p. 713. 

There is no William Daubeny's will of Caxton*s time at the 
Probate Office, but the following items culled from various sources 
appear to refer to Caxton's friend, and his family : 

Dame Joan Dawbeny, wife of Sir Wm. Dawbeny, was buried at 
the Augustine Friers Church, Broadstreet Ward, London, [no date 
given].^ John, son and heir of Sir Giles Dawbeny, is buried in the 
same church. 

» 1 March : in the patent roll of 21 Edw. IV. 

* Memorials lUvgtrative of the Meign of He^iry VII^ p. 214. (Bolls 
Series.) 

* Stowe's Survay of LmidoUy 1633, p. 186, col. 2. 
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Sir Wm. Stanley, William Dawbeuey late of London, gentleman, 
& others were attainted of treason for rebelling against Henry YII. 
Act of Attainder in the Bolls of Parliament j vol. 6, p. 503, 

Mr. Walter Eye says that this may be the same man as Sir 
William, because, in an official document like the above, the title of 
Knight conferred by the usurper, Eich, III, would probably not be 
acknowledged. (But compare the order under the Privy Seal in 1485, 
on the preceding page.) 

Mr. Eye also thinks our Wm. D. was connected with the 
Norfolk Dawbeneys. In Blomfield's Norfolk^ Wm. Dawbeney, of 
North Burlingham, after 1428 bought a property which his grandson 
Thomas sold in 1528. 

The Series of EngHsh Charlemagne Eomances will be completed 
by the issue next year of the romances of Roland and Vemagu and 
8ir Otuelf from the Auchinleck MS., and the curious poem of Bauf 
Coilyar from the unique printed copy. 

Sidney J. Hebbtage. 
MiU HiU, N.W., October 1881. 
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[CAXTON'S INTRODUCTIOK] 
Aynt Poul, doctour of very te, sayth to vs that al since, as st Paid 

8AVS " ftll 8C1*iD* 

thynges that ben reduce($ by wrytyng ben wryton tures are written 
to our doctryne, Andl Boece maketh mencion that the **' ®"' «*™»n«» 

4 helthe of euery persone procedeth dyuercely. Thenne 
sythe it is soo that the cristen feyth is afferme<) anc) 
corrobere(J b}"" the doctours of holy chyrche, Neuertheles 
the thynges passed? dyuersley reduced to remembraunce 

8 engendre in vs correction of vnlauful lyf. For the 
werkes of the auncient and olde peple ben for to gyue and the Uves of 

. 1 X 1 • J. o_ _j. • the ancients give 

to VS ensaumple to lyue m good & vertuous operacions va an example 
digne & worthy of helth, in folowyng the good and ^^ ^** 

12 eschewyng' the euyl. And also in recountyng* of hye 
hystoryes the comune vnderstondyng* is better content 
to the ymagnacion local than to symple auctoryte to 
which it is submysed. I saye this gladly, For oftymes 

16 1 haue been excy ted of the venerable man messire henry i have, at the per- 

Boasion of the 

bolomyer, chanonne of lausanne, for to reduce for his veneraWe canon 

1 1. 4. 1 • 1 4. JP • Henry Bolomyer, 

playsyr somme hystoryes as wel in latyn & in romaunce 
as in other facion wryton, that is to say of the ryght 
20 puyssaunt, vertuous, and noble charles the grete, kyng translated this 

history of 

of fra7/nce and emperour of Rome, Sone of the grete chariemagne and 
Pepyn : And of his prynces & barons, As Rolland, 
Olyuer, and other, touchyng^ %omme werkes haultayne 
24 doon & commysed by their grete strength & ryght 
ardaunt courage, to the exaltacyon of the crysten fayth 

* sign. A ij. * col. 2. 

OHARL. BOM. III. B 



2 oaxton's reasons for translating and publishinq the work. 



to the b«8t of liny 
ability, chiefly 



from the SpecU' 
lum Hiitoriale, 



As I have before 
printed tiie Lives 
of Arthur, and of 



Godfrey of 
Bonlogue, 



I now print this 
tliat all may be 
able to read it in 
oar mother^ 
tongue. 



and to the confusyon of the hethen sarazyns andl mys- 
creaunts, whiche is a werk wel contemplatyf for to lyue 
wel. And bycause the sayd henry Bolomyer hath seen 
of thys mater and the hystoryes dysioynedl wythoute 4 
ordre, therfbie at his request, after the capacyte of my 
lytel entendement, And after thystoryes and mater that 
I haue founden, I haue ordeyned this book folowyng*. 
And it myght soo hane ben that yf I had ben more 8 
largely enf ormed and al playn I had better made it, For 
I haue not sayd ony matere, but I haue therof ben 
enformed, Fyrst by an autentyke book named myrrour 
hystoryal, as by the canonnes and somme other bookes 12 
"whiche make mencyon of the werke folowyng*. And 
by cause I may haue a lytel parte of honourable fouwde- 
mewt I shal touche of the first cristen kyng of frau7?,ce. 
For the moste parte of this book is made to thonour of 16 
the fre7?ssh men and for prouffyte of euery man, and 
after the desyre of the redar and herer there shalle be 
founden in the table all playne the mater of whyche 
the persone shal haue desyre to here or rede wythoute 20 
grete ate[n]dacyon, by ^the playsyr of god, to whome I 
submytte al myn entente to write no thyng* that ought 
to be blamed ne but that it be to the helthe & sauacion 
of euery persone. 24 

THenne for as moche I late had fynysshed in en- 
prynte the book of the noble & vyctoryous kyng* 
Arthur, fyrst of the thre moost noble & worthy of orysten 
kynges, and also tofore had reduced into englisshe the 28 
noble hystorye & lyf of Godefroy of boloyn kyng* of 
Iherusalem, last of the said iij worthy, Somme persones 
of noble estate and degree haue desyred me to reduce 
thystorye and lyf of the noble and crysten prynce 32 
Charles the grete, kyng of fraunce^ & emperour of Eome, 
the second of the thre worthy, to thende that thystoryes, 
actes, & lynes may be had in our maternal tongue, lyke 
as they be in latyn or in frensshe. For the moost 
* A y, back. ' Ed, frauuce. 



caxton's address to the reader. '3 

quantyte of the people vnderstonde not latyn ne frensshe 
here in this noble royame of englond. And for to 
satysfye the desyre & requeste of my good synguler 
4 lordes & specyal maysters and frendes I haue enprysed 
and concluded in my self to reduce this sayd book in to 
our englysshe, as all alonge and playnely ye may rede, 
here, and see in thys book ^here folowyng, besechyng Andiasicaiimy 
8 al them that shal fynde f ante in the same to correcte and any imperfections 
amende it, And also to pardone me of the rude & symple " ^"^^^ > 
reducyng*. and though so be there be no gaye termes, 
ne subtyl ne newe eloquence, yet I hope that it shal be 

12 vnderstonden, & to that entente I. haue specyally which i have done 
reduced it after the symple connyng* that god hath lente fearning/ "^ * 
to me, wherof I humbly & wyth al my herte thanke 
hym, & also am bounden to praye for my fader and for which i wess 

16 moders soules that in my youthe sette me to scole, by mother, who sent 
"whyche, by the suflEraunce of god, I gete my lyuyng* I 
hope truly. And that I may so do & contynue I byseche 
hym to graunte me of his grace, 8uad so to laboure and 

20 occupye my self vertuously that I may come out of dette 
& dedely synne, that after this lyf I may come to hys 
blysse in heuen. AMEN". 

24 IT 2 Here begynnen the chapytres & tytles of this The contents of 
book folowyng* nombred for to fynde the more lyghtly 
the mater therin comprised. 

If Here begynneth the first book whyche conteyneth or book l 
28 thre partyes by the chapytres folowyng declared. 

H The fyrst partye of the fyrst book contejmeth v Pti contains v 
chapytres Ss speketh of the begynnyng* of fraunce and 
of kyng* Cloys. 
32 Of the kynges of fraunce paynyms vnto kyng* cloys or the first kings 
the first crysten kyng* : capitulo primo 

How kyng* cloys beyng a paynym had to wyf ofKingaoys. 
clotildis doughter of the kyng of bourgoyne & meruayl- 

lously: capitulo ij 

» col. 2. « A iy. 

b2 



4 THE CONTENTS OP THE FIRST BOOK. FT. I, CH. II — PT III, CH. I. 



Of the eonvenion 
ct doys by hia 

wile. 



andof liU 
baptism. 



Pt II contains ▼ 
chapters. 



or King Pepin. 



How Cliarles was 
made Emperor of 
liuine. 



or his figure. 



children. 



and pursnits. 



Pt Til contains 
iii chapters. 



How Charles 
helped tlie 
Patriarch of 
Jemsalem, 



and brought homd 
the holy relics. 



How the kyng was admofiested of the quene clotildis 
affectuously that he shold byleue in the cristen fayth & 
other maters : ca. iij 

How kyng Clois was vyctorious on his enemyes by- 4 
cause he hyleued in Ihesu Cryst : ca. iiij 

How the kyng was baptysed by saynt remyge, & in 
his baptesme was brought by myracle the holy ampulle 
by an aungel fro heuen wyth whyche all kynges of 8 
fraunce ben enoynted at Eaynes : capitulo, v. 

If The secondf partye of the book conteyneth v 
chapytres & speketh fyrst of kyng* pepyn & of Charle- 
mayn hys sone. 12 

How Pepyn by hys prudence -^was chosen kyng of 
frau[n]ce wha« the lygne of Cloys faylled in sucession : 
capitulo primo 

Of kyng Charles whyche made many constytucyoiis 16 
wyth the pope Adryan and how he was made emperour 
of Eome : ca. ij 

Of the corpulence of kyng cnarles and of the manere 
of his lyuyng : capitulo iij 20 

To whome the kyng* Charles & his chyldren sones 
& doughters were dedyed : capitulo iiij 

Of the studye of kyng Charles, & hys lyuyng* and 
charytable werkes, and other maters : ca. v 24 

H The thyrd partye of the fyrst book conteyneth iij 
chapytres, & telleth how by deuyne reuelacyon Charles 
delyuerd the holy londe from the hondes of the hethen 
and myscreauntes, and conteyneth thre chapytres. 28 

How the patryarcke of Iherusalem sente to charles 
that he shold gyue to hym socours after that he was 
caste oute by the turkes : capitulo primo 

How Charles with a grete companye went for to 32 
conquere the holy londe & other maters : ca. ij 

Of the relyques whyche themperour Charles brought 

fro constantynoble & fro the holy londe, & of myracles 

there doon : [ca.] iij 

' col. 2. 
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IT Here begynneth the ij book wbyche conteYueth Book ii conttUn- 

. ingiii parts. 

thre partyes by chapytres ensyewyng declared. 

IT The first partye of the second ^book conteyneth Pt i oonuins xvj 

chftptora. 

4 xvj chapytrea ancJ speketh of the bataylle bytwene 
Olyuer and Fyerabras, a meruayllous gyaunt. 

If How in a place named Mormyonde Charles 

ensyewed his wane ayenst the paynyms, after a lytel of 

8 the prologe : ca* primo 

Of fyerabras how he came to exercyte charles: ofFienibras 

., , .. [FerumbrasJ. 

capitulo ]j 

How Eychard? of ITormondye sayd to themperovK 

12 what maner man was Fyerabras : capitulo iij 

The answer of EoUand to themperour ouer sodeynly : DUpate betw«eu 
ca. iiij 

How kyng charles & Rollandf ben reprysed by churiesandRo- 
16 thauctour & excusedf somwhat vpon the debate afor- 
sayd? : capitulo v 

How Olyuer was dysposed to fight ayenst fyerabras How onver, 

T.rT . •«»•»■* the wwh 

notwythstondyng* that he was hurt : [ca.] vj of hi* father, 

20 How Olyuer was requyred by hys fader that he with FierabrM! 
shold not fy^t with the geaunt, but for al that he went 
forth : capitulo vij 

How Olyuer spake fyrst to fyerabras, whych set no 
24 thyng* by hym, with other desputacio/zs. viij 

How after many dysputacions olyuer ayded fyerabras 
to arme hym, and of the ix meruayllus swerdes, & how 
Olyuer named hym self by his propi*e name : [ca.] ix 
28 How Olyuer & fyerabras begaw to fyght, and of the Of the fight, 
prayer of Charles for Olyuer, and other maters : capitulo x 
How Olyuer made hys prayer ^to god whan he felte 
hym hurte : Capitulo xj 

32 How after a grete bataylle Olyuer gate the bame & and of the bottle* 

of holy balm. 

dranke at his ease, & how he dyd whan his hors was 

slayn: capitulo xij 

How fyerabras & olyuer foujt togyder on fote mer- 

' A iy, bk. « col. 2, 
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How Oliver over- 
came Fierabras, 



bnt was himself 
taken by the 
Saracens. 



Pt n contains 
zvij chapters. 



How Oliver was 
thrown into 
prison. 



and after released 
by Floripas. 



Of themessongers 
sent by Charles 
and Balan. 



Of the Bridge of 
Mantrible. 



Tiayllously, & the prayer that charles maadf for Olyuer : 
capitulo xiij 

How at this bataylle fyerabras was vaynquysshed 
by Olyuer after that he had recouerd one of the swerdes 4 
of Fyerabras. [ca.] xiiij 

How Fyerabras beyng' vaynquysshecJ byleued in go(J, 
and how he was borne by Olyuer, & how Olyuer was 
assayled of the sarasyns & tormented : ca. xv 8 

How Olyuer was taken & hys eyen blynfeldf pye- 
tously, which coude not be socoured by the frensshe 
men : capitulo xvj 

H The second party e of the ij book conteyneth xvij 12 
chapytres, & speketh of the torment of the barons of 
fraunce & how they that were not taken went for to 
speke to ballant thadmyral. 

H How fyerabras was founde by Charles and after 16 
baptysed & heled of his woundes : ca. j 

How Olyuer and hys felowes were presented to ballant 
thadmyral and cruelly passyoned by pryson : capitulo ij 

Of the pryson where the frensshe men were lodged 20 
and how they were vysyted by fayr Florypes, ^doughter 
of thadmyral, & of the beaulte of hyr : capitulo ^ iij 

How the frensshe men were had oute of pryson and 
vysyted by the fayr floripes, & of the beaute of hyr 24 
chambre : capitulo iiij 

How kyng charles sent to ballant thadmyral vij 
peres of fraunce, whyche wold not gladly haue goon 
thyder : capitulo v 28 

How thadmyral sent xv kynges sarasyns to charles 
to haue ageyn Fyerabras, the whyche were recounted by 
the peres of fraunce & put to deth : ca. vj 

Of the meruayllous brydge of mantryble, of the 32 
tribute that must be there payed for the passage, & how 
with fayr wordes the frensshe men passed ouer. [ca.] vij 

How the barons cam & spake to thadmyral, and 
what message they made to hym z capitulo viij 

' A iiii. « Ud. tapitulo. 
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How by the moyen of Floripes al the f rensshemen How pioripw 

_o,,_, 101 11 n saved the French 

were saued & lodgea to-gyder & knowen by her, & knighta. 
resonned & of the reliques shewed to them, & other 
4 maters : capitulo ix 

How lucafer, neuewe of thadmyral, vyolently ewtred of the death of 
in to the chambre & after was slayne by due naymes in ' 

blowyng* of the cole : capitulo x 

8 How by the counceyl of floripes the frenssh men and the capture of 
dyslodgecJ thadmyral fro his paleys strongely by grete Aigremont, 
bataylle, & how by enchauntement a gyrdel was taken 
^fro his doughter ; capitulo xj 

12 How the barons were assyegecJ in that toure with wWch waabe- 
floripes and her maydews whiche suffred grete hungre, ' y » »«• 
& how the goddes were by them confounded : ca. xij 
How the peres of fraunce came oute of the toure, & 
16 what grete batayll they made in which they mette & 
recouwtred xx sommyers with vytaylle : capitulo xiij 

How guy of burgoyne was taken with the sarasyns, ofthe capture of 
beten vylaynously & examyned of ballant thadmyral, "^' 
20 Ss the complayntes that floripes made for hym, & other 
maters : capitulo xiiij 

How the paynems had purposec^ to haue hanged guy and hta rescue, 
of burgoyn, seyng* the crysten men, whyche socourecJ 
24 hym puyssantly. [ca.] xv 

How the peres of fraunce tofore saydf were purueyed^ 
of yytayl, & after restored, & after assyeged, & fou^t 
with the paynyms xvj 

28 How the toure was brente & a quarter fyl doun by or the burning of 
enchauntmewt, & how the frewsshe men were in grete BiUanr*'^ ^ 
peryl of deth Ss restored by assault that they made vpon 
the paynyms : capitulo xvij 

32 Here begynneth the thyrd parte of the second book ptiii contains 
the which conteyneth xvj chapytres & speketh how the * ^ *** "' 
. barons of fraunce^ made to them socours, and^ the pay* 
nems confuse($ & destroyed. 

Of the mocyon of the peres of fraunce for to sende 
' col. 2. ' £d» frauace. 
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How the French 
determined to 
send Richard to 
Ckarlei for help. 

or the doath of 
CUurion^ 



How Richard 
pasned the river 
Flagot, 



and reached 
Cliarlea. 



How the French 
army passed the 
brid^ of Man- 
trible. 



Of Amyot 

the giantess. 



and sfeewe ^theyr aflFayres vnto kyng Charles, & how 
rychard of Kormondye was ordeyned for to goo to hym : 
capitulo primo 

How after that Bychard was departedf the kyng* 4 
clary on, the ryght puyssaunt kyng, rode after hym, the 
whiche was slayn by the sayd rychard valyauwtly, & 
other maters : capitulo ij 

How the hors of rychardf cam & retomed thrugh 8 
thexcersyte of thadmyral & was seen & knowen of the 
peres of fraunce, in so moche that they supposed he had 
ben deed, & how the brydge of mantryble was kept : 
ca. iij 12 

How rychard of Normawdye passed the ryuer of 
flagot by myracle by the meane of a whyte herte : 
capitulo iiij 

How Charles was in purpoos for to haue retomed 16 
wythoute goyng< ony ferther, by the counceyl of the 
traytre ganellon & other his felowes : ca. v 

How after the complaynte of Charles rychard of 
normandye came to hym, which recounted the grete 20 
necessytees of the peres of frauwce & in what fere they 
were in : capitulo vj 

How by the moyen & couwceyl of rychard of Nor- 
mandye with iij other barons the etronge brydge of 24. 
mantryble was wonne, not wythoute payne, & what 
manere man was galafre : ca. yij 

How by force of mortaly te & of batayll Charles entred 
into manHiyhle after that Galafre was deed, not-with- 28 
stondyng that alorge the traytre was contrarye to hym, 
& many other maters, [ca.] viij 

How amyot the geantesse wyth an huge grete sythe 
dyd gretely hyr deuoyr ayenst the cristen men, & how 32. 
hyr ij sones were baptysed, & of ballant thadmyral 
whan he knewe the tydynges : ca. ix • 

How the peres of fraunce were assayled mora 
> A iiij, bk. « col. 2. 
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strongely than euer they were, and how the toure was or the fortunes 

of the knights 

quasi smyten donn to the erthe & after recomforted by besieged by 

B&liin. 

the holy relyques by them adoured?, and? other maters : 
4 capitulo X 

How the frenssh men in the toure had tydynges of and how they saw 

Charles comiug 

the boost of Charles & thadmyral also, and how Ganel- to their aid< 

Ion bare hym meruayllously whan he was sent forth 

8 allone & what he dyd : [ca.] xj 

How Charles themperour ordeynedl x bataylles, & 

how they recountred? the bataylles of puyssaunce of 

Ballant thadmyral, where as themperour dydl meruaylles, 

12 & other maters : ca. xij 

How in this bataylle folowyng* Sortybrawt the kyng How Rcyner slew 

Sortibrant« 

was slayn by Eeyner fader of Olyuer, and how after- 
ward? thadmyral dyd meruaylles and grete ennoye to the 
16 frensshe men : capitulo xiij 

How the peres of fraunce that were in the toure cam of the capture of 

BaUuij 

cute whan they sawe thoost of Charles, & how thad- 
myral was taken and holden prysoner : ca. xiiij 
20 ' How ballant thadmyral for all the admonycion that 

was made to hym he woldf not be baptysedf but was and Ms death, 

and of the baptism 

slayn, & Floripes hys doughter was baptysed & after and marriage of 
wedded to guy of burgoyne, & guy crowned? kyng & 

24 she queue of that centre : capitulo xv 

How Florypes gaf the reliques to themperour, & how 

they were assayed? & proued by myracle, & of the 

retoumyng^ of charles & the ende of this book : ca. xvj 

28 H Here begynneth the iij book whiche conteyneth Book iii contains 

jj parts. 

ij partyes by the chapytres folowyng declared, 

U The first partye of the iij book conteyneth xiiij Pti contains xiij 

_ chapters. 

chapytres & speketh of the warres in spayne & of two 

32 grete geantes. 

How saynt lames appyered to Charles, & how by How at the wd- 

ding of St James 

the moyen & by the conduyte of the sterres he went m charies invaded 
to Galice, & what citees he there subdued : ca. primg 

» Av. 
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and of the church 
which he built to 
the saint. 



How Aigoland 

challenged 

Charles, 



by whom he waf 
vanquished. 



OfFerras^the 
giant, 



and his dud wiUi 
RolancU 



Of cytees goten in spayne by Charles, & how somme 
of theym were by hym cursecf : capitulo ij 

Of a grete ydoJle whyche was in a cyte that myght 
not be beten doun, an($ of the sygnes & condycyons 4 
therof : capitulo iij 

Of the chyrcbe of saynt lames in Galyce, & of other 
cbyrches tbat he dy<J there do founde : [ca.] iiij 

How after that Aygolant the geannt had taken 8 
spayne & destroyecf andf put to deth the crysten men 
Charles recouercJ it, & other maters : capitulo v 

^How aygoland? sent to Charles that he shold feably 
come to hym with lytel peple to make luste warre, & 12 
how Chailes in habyte dissimyled spake to hym, & 
other maters : capitulo vj 

How charles accompanyed with moche peple retomed 
to the place forsaid & took the cite of agenne, & other 16 
maters : capitulo vij 

Of the vertuous operacions that charles dyd whan 
he was retomed in to fraunce, & what barons he had in 
his companye, an<J of theyr puyssaunce : capitulo viij 20 

Of the tryewes of charles & of aygolant & of the 
deth of his peple, & wherfore aygoland was not bap- 
tysed : ca. ix H Of the deth of aygolant & of his peple, 
& how moche people of the cristen men were dede by 24 
concupyscence of money, & the crysten fouwden dede 
by myracle : ca. x H Of f&rmgus the meruayllous geant, 
how he bare awaye the barons of fraunce with out 
daunger, & how afterward roUand foujt ayenst hym : 28 
ca. xj 

How on the mome rolland and ferragus foughten 
to-gyder, and of their desputyng of their fayth, and by 
what meane Ferragus was slayn by rolland : ca. xij 32 

How Charles went to cordube where as the kyng of 
that place & of cibylle abode hym, & of their destruc- 
tyon : ca. xiij 

' ccol. 2. 
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How the chirche of saint James was halowed & or the church 

built by Charles 

Qacred by turpin tharchebisshop, & thotber chircbes ^of tost Jamas. 

spayne subgettes to tbe same, & of y* pryncypal 
4 cbyrcbes : [ca.] xiiij 

H The secondf partye of the iij book conteyneth x Pt ii contains x 

cbapytres & speketh of the trayson doon and madjB by 

Ganellon & of the deth of the peres of fraunce. 
8 How tbe trayson was comprysecJ by Ganellon of the of the treason of 

Ganelon. 

deth of the crysten men, & how ganellon is reprene(J 
by thauctour : ca. j 

Of the deth of kyng marsuryus, ancJ bow Eollandf 

12 was burte wyth fonre speres mortally after that al his 

peple were slayn and? deed! : capitulo ij 

How Eolland? deyedl moche holyly after many maters of the death of 

Aolandj 

& orysons made, ancJ prayedf to gO(J moche deuoutely, 

16 and of the complaynte made vpon hys swerde durandal: 

capitulo iij 

Of the vysion of the deth of roUand shewed to and how Turpin 
tharchebysshop Turpyn, & of the sorowe of charles, & ""'"""W- 
20 how he complayned hym pyteously, & other maters, iiij 

How olyuer was fou?iden slayn, and of the deth of of the deaths 

of Oliver and 

the sarasyns, & of the deth of ganellon whyche was oaneion. 
hydous : capitulo v 

24 How after the thynges aforesayd Charles gaf thank- 
ynges and preysynges to god and to Saynt Denys : 
And of the constitucions that he made in fraunce : 
capitulo vj 

28 How Charles wente into Almayn where as he deyed of the death and 

'' '' burial of Charles. 

holyly, 2 and of his deth shewed to tharchebysshop Tur- 
pyn, and of his buryeng* Imperyally : ca. vij 
Of the recapitulacion of al this werke, and of hys 
32 deth at aeon, & of his sepulture : capitulo yiij 
Thexcusacyon of thauctour. [ca.] ix 
Thenuoye of thauctour : ca. x 

f Explicit 
* A V, bk. « ool. 2. 



12 OF THB DESCENT OF THB KINGS OF FRANCE FROM FRANCUS. 



Oftheodonln^ 
tion of France 
by Frmncus, « 



companion of 
Maou, 



and of the kings 
of France after 
kirn. 




[Of the kynges of fraunce paynyms vnto kyng' 
cloys the first cristen kyng : capitulo 
primo] 

S it is redde in thystoryes of the troians 4 
After the destructyon of the noble cyte of 
Troye there was a kyng* moche noble namecJ 
francus, the whyche was felowe of Eneas, which, 
whan he departed fro Troye came in to the regyon of 8 
fraunce & began to regne in grete prosperyte : & for 
the felycyte of his name he dyd compose & do edyfye a 
cyte whiche he namedf fraunce, & so folowyng* all the 
regyon was called fraunce : & after, whan fraunce was 12 
enhaunced & reduced to mageste ryal Priamus was the 
fyrst that regned vpon the frensshe men v yere. The 
second was marcurius xxxiij yere ; The iij pharamundus 
regned xj yere; The iiij clodyus xiiij yere; The v 16 
Meroneus x yere ; The vj hildericus xxvij. yere, & the 
"Vij was Clodoneus, the fyrst crysten kyng* whyche 
regnedl vpon the frensshe men after thyncamacion of 
our lord cccclxxxiiij yere, of whome I entende to make 20 
a litel mencyon vpon hys merueyllous conuersawyon. 



Of Gaidengus, 
Kinff of Bur- 
gundy, and hif 
four sons. 



% How the kyng clodoneus paynym had' to 
wyf the noble doughter of the kynge of 
burgoyne : capitulo ij 24 

IN that tjrme was kyng' of the burgoynons guy- 
dengus, the whiche ha(} iiij sones al of good 
aege, that is to wete, Agabondus, the ij ^godo- 
gesylus, the iij. Hyspericus, & the fourth Godamarus. 28 
The fyrst agabondus replenysshed of al inyquyte 
put to deth by swerd his broder hispericus ancB after 



' A vj. 



'' col. 2. 
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henge his wyf, & put a stone aboute hyr necke & 
drowned hyr. This byspericus had two f ayre dougbters, 
theldest was named throne whom agabondus her vncle 
4 bannysshed? fro hys contrey & sent hir forth in habyte 
dyssymyled. The yonger of these ij dou3ters was ofciotndts, 

dauffhtor of 

named clotildis, whom he reteyned for hir beaute wyth Hyspencua, 
hym in his hous. duryng* thys the kyng clodOneus, or beauty. *' 
8 Cloys in frensshe, beyng a paynym whyche byleued with 
his subgettes but vpon ydolles, oftymes for hys affayres 
sent his messagers in to burgoyne. clotyldys this fayr 
mayde was ofte seen of the messagers of the kyng 

12 Cloys & by-holden affectuously, and for hir grete beaulte 
& dyscrecyon the sayd? messagers notyfyed it to the 
kyng cloys, and whan thys kyng Cloys was ynough 
informed of the grete beaute & wysdom of this mayde, 

16 whyche was crysten, he was moche curyous to sende 
his herawdes vnto agabondus vncle of thys doughter for 
to haue hyr to maryage. Duryng* those dayes the 
kyng* Cloys had a subtyl man wyth hym named cioysMnds 

20 aurelyanus, which by comaundement of hys lord wente guise to gee 
^to the place where as was thys mayde & put hym self 
in habyte moche poure and dyssymyled, & left his 
good habytes with his felowes in a wode & went moche 

24 holyly tofore the moder chyrche of that place the day 
of a grete feste, & set hym self in the myddes of the 
poure peple for to receyue almesse lyke as other dyden. 
whan thoiSyce was accomplysshed this mayde Clotildis, 

28 like as she was accustomed, atte departyng* fro the 
chyrche began to gyue almesse to the poure peple, Ss 
whan she came to Aurelianus she gaf to hym in his He presents lum- 

self before her to 

honde a pyece of golde, & anone he as glad & wel receive aims. 
32 contente kyssed hyr honde. whan this lady was in hyr 
chambre she began to thynke on that poure man that 
had kyssed hyr honde Ss sent for to seche hym by she sends for lum, 
hyi seruaunt. whan he wyst it he cam to hir moche 

* A yj, back% 



14 OF THE MARRIAGE OF OLOYB TO CL0TILDI8. 

Joyously anc^ bare in his honde the rynge of kyng cloys 

& humbly behauecJ hym tofore hyr. IT The mayde 

and asks Mm began to Say to hym ; " saye to me wherfore dyssymyl- 

and his object in Bst thou thy Self lyke to the poure people." Aurelyanus 4 

^ ' answerd : " Madame, knowe ye for trouthe that I am 

a messager of the noble kyng* cloys kyng* of Fraunce, 

whiche hath sente me to you, & beyng* enfonnecJ of 

your beaute & wysdom desyreth you to be hys wyf & 8 

Atnreiian tells her, for to be quene,*' & forthwith he ^presented to hir the 

and presents the -iii to •• 

ringof cioyt. rynge of kyng cloys the whyche she took & put it m to 
the tresour of agabondus hir vncle, & sayd to the mes- 
sager that he shold recomaunde hyr to the kyng in 12 

ciotudis says she tellyng to hym that it was not leeful to a paynym to 

pagan. haue to his wyf a crysten woman. ITeuertheles she 

prayed hym that of al this he shold say noo worde, & 
that she wold not doo but as the kyng* wold. & vpon 16 
this poynt aurelianus came and shewed al to the kyng, 

Next year Cloys whcrevpon the kyng cloys the yere folowyng* sent ageyn 

demands Clotildis ■,. •.. . -.•< t n r^t i 'i i • 

to wife from Aga- his mcssager aurelianzw to agabowdus vncle oi Olotildis 
bonduB, £^^ ^ hskue hyr to his wyf. whan Agabondus knewe 20 

thentencyon of kyng cloys he ansuerd to tbe messager : 
who at first re- " Say hardy ly to the kyng* thy lord that he hath ly tel 

ftises, but after« 

wards oousents. to do in desyryug* to haue my nyece to wyf : " but the 

bourgoynons wyse couriseyllours, redoubtyng the puys- 24 
saunce of kyng Cloys, by good counceyl whan they had 
wel serched the tresour of Agabondus their kyng & 
fouwde the rynge of kyng cloys which clotyldis had 
layed therin, wherin was graue/i & portrayed his ymage, 28 
wente & concluded to performe the wylle of kyng clois : 
& vpon this agabondus ful of yre delyuerd Clotildis to 
aurelianus & he brou3t hir with his peple with grete 
loye to kyng cloys which had grete ^playsyr to see 32 

Cloys and cio- thys fayr mayde. And forthwyth with al solemnyte 

tildis are married. -. ., ■, ■, -h i • «. •■■ . 

after the maner royal he espoused hir after the custome 

of his lawe. 

' col. 2. • A vij. 



HOW GLOTILDIS TRIED TO CONVERT CLOTS TO CHRISTIANITY. 15 

% How kyng' Cloys was admonested' by the 

quene clotildis aflFectuously that he shold' 

byleue in the crysten fayth, and' other 

4: maters : capitulo iij 

THe fyrst nyght after tlie espoiisaylles atte houre 
that the kyng< and the quene sholdl slepe to- 
-gyder, Clotyldis enbraced wyth the loue of god 
8 by grete knowlege of Ihesus our lord went and said 
to the kyng* : " My right dere lord, I requyre the ciotiwis makes 
tliat it please the to graunte to me a lytel demaunde cioys. 
byfore or I entre in to thy bedde wyth the." The 
12 kynge sayd: "demaunde what thou wylt For I am 

wel contente." Clotyldys thenne sayd to hym : " Fyrst, Fint, that he win 

become a 

I demaunde, requyre, and admoneste the that thou wylt christian 
byleue in god of heuen Fader almyghty, whyche made 

16 heuen and erthe & that hath created the. And in 
Ihesu Cryst his gloryous sone, kyng* of alle kynges, 
which by his passyon hath redemed the. And in the 
holy ghoost, confirmatour and Illumynatour of al good 

20 werkes, procedyng* fro the fader & fro the sone, the 
foresayd Trynyte in one onely essen[ce], to whome 
ought to be gy^uen al honour and all lawde & byleue. 
Byleue ye in this holy byleue and mageste and leue and forsake his 

24 the ydolles made wyth mannes honde, a folysshe thyng 
and vayn, and thynke for to restore the holy chyrches 
whyche thou hast brente. Secondly, I requyre the secondly, that he 

will demand her 

that thou wylt demaunde my parte and porcyon of the dowry from Aga- 
28 goodes of my fader and of my moder of agabondt^ myn 
vncle whom he dyd put to deth falsely and wythoute 
occasyon, but the vengeaunce I leue to god." whan she 
had said this the kyng answerd : ^ " Thou hast 
32 demaunded me a poynte & passage which is to me ouer 
strayt & hard to graunte, that is that I shold forsake 
my goddes by whome I gouern me, for to adoure one 

* ool. 8, 



16 CLOYS DEMANDS HIS QUBEN's DOWRY FROM AGABONDUS. 



Cloys b^^ to ask 
something else, * 

bat she Tei>eat8 
her first request. 



Clojrs sends Aure- 
lian to demand 
his wife's 
property. 



Ac^bondn» in m 
ntfe refuses to 
give it up, 



but by the adviee 
of his counsellors 
givea way. 



Clotildifi has a 
son, who is 
baptised, 



but dies shortly 
after. 



Cloys ssy^s it 
would not have 
died had it not 
been baptised. 



onely go($ of whome thou hast spoken to me. demau77de 
of me som other thyng* & with good hert I s^al 
doo it." Clotildis a7isuerd : " as moche as is possyblo 
to me to requyre I supplye & byseche the that thou 4 
wilt adoure the god of heuen maker of al, to whome 
onely is due al honour." the kyng made none other 
ansuer but sente anone Aurelyen his f actour to aga- 
bondus for to haue the goodes longyng* to the quene 8 
Clotildis, & whan Aurelyen had? doon his message 
Agabondus, replenysshed? with grete Ire, ansuerd to the 
messager that he sholci as soone haue ^alle his royame 
as ony thyng of hym. For which cause Aurelyen said 12 
to hjrm : " the kyug cloys my maister comaundeth the 
by me that thou make an answer ypon my demaunde 
or ellys he shalle be 6uyl contente." Thenne the bour- 
goynons helden a counceyl an($ sayd to agabondus their 16 
kyng : " Sir kyng, gyue to your nyece of your goodes 
as reason wyl for it is ryght. And we knowe wel that 
so ought ye to doo and to take playsyr to haue good 
alyaunces with clois the kyng< and wyth all the frensshe 20 
peple, to thende that they renne not on vs. For the 
people is boystous & furious and, that werse is, wythout 
mynde of god " And vpon this poynte Agabondus, 
constrayned to the counceyl of the bourgoynons hys 24 
people, sente a grete partye of his tresour to Aurelyen 
the messager of kyng* Cloys. In a litel tyme after the 
kyng cloys in vysityng his royame The queue clotyldis 
was anon grete with chylde, and sone after was delyuerd 28 
of a sone whome she dyd do baptyse, And contynuelly 
requyred the kyng that he wold byleue as to-fore is 
sayd, but he in no wyse wold here her ne do therafter. 
And whan the chylde was baptysed anone it exspyred 32 
& dyed, wherof the kyng* was euyl contente and sayd 
to the quene : *" yf thou haddest gyuen hym and 
dedyed hym to my goddes he were now alyue." The 

* A vij, back, ' col. jj. 



OF THE YICTOBISS OF CLOIB AFTEB HIS OONVBBSION. 17 

quene answerd : " for this thyng* I am noo thyng per- 
torbled in my courage, but I rendre & gjue tha/^kynges 
to godi my creatour by cause he hath me so dygne 
4 and worthy that it hath plesedl hym to take in to his 
royalme of heuen the fyrst fruyt of my wombe." After, 
the yere folowync she had aceyn another sone named a noond son 

, , , , , , / , , , , al-o fWta 111 after 

lodomyrus, the whyche whan he was baptysedl bycame baptism, 
8 anone so seke that it was supposed he shold deye. 
And whan the kyng< sawe it languysshe he beyngf euyl 
contente said to the quene; *^and now/'^ sayd he, 
'' it shal none otherwyse be of this chylde but as it was 
12 of that other his broder, by-cause ayenst myn entente 

thou doost thy wylle in baptysyng* them." Thenne the ^t throagh the 

queen's prmyen 

quene for the fere of the kyng* prayed to god deuoutely reoovers. 
for the helthe of hyr chylde^ And anone he was 
16 guarysshed and hooL 

% How the kyng' Cloys was vyctoryous of hys 
enemyes by cause he byleued' in Ihesu 
Cryste: Capitulo iiij 

Yng Cloys after certeyn tyme begari to make ciois attacks tiw 
warre mortal ayenst the Almayns, And so 
perseueryng the ^allemayns had vyctorye on 
the &ensshe men in suche wyse that they were ouer- bat is defeated 
24 throwen & slayn. Thenne whan aurelyen sawe the ^ **^ **** 
dystructyon of the kynges peple he began to beholde 
the kyng hys lord & sayd to hym : " Syr kyng<, ye see 
tofore your eyen the mortal destructyon of your peple, 
28 I requyre you that ye byleue in god almyghty whych AaraUan eaiis 
hath made heuen & erthe, I mene hym whome my lady oonverted, 
the quene adoureth, precheth, and byleueth on."- 
Whan the kyng had herde aurelyen thus speken in 
32 grete affectyon he began to lyfte his eyen ynto heuen 
and wepte moche largely, and wyth grete pyte thus 

» Ed, how. « A viy, 
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18 CL0I8, BEING CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY, SUBDUES THE GERMANS. 



and the king 
yields to his 
entreaties. 



dole having 
acknowledged 
himself a 
Christian prays 
to God for aid. 



He gains a victory 
over the Germans. 



Clotildis sends 
for Bemigius 
to baptise Clois. 



saydl : " Ihesu cryst, sone of the veray god almyghty, 
on whom my wyf by'leueth and wyth al hyr hert 
precheth & notyfyeth hym to gyue remedye to them 
that ben in trybulacyons, I byseche the of ayde and 4 
socour that I may be vyctoryous of myn enemyes by 
experyence presently. I byleue^ on the, and in thy 
name I shalle baptyse me. I haae demaunded my 
goddes for to helpe me but they haue doon no thyng 8 
for me. And I say they be of noo value ne of noo 
comforte whan they may not helpe them that requyre 
them. Wherfore to the as veray god and lord I requyre 
the that I may be delyuerd by thy hye puysaaunce fro 12 
myn aduer'saryes." he thus sayeng* wyth an hyghe 
voys The allemayns his enemyes vanquysshed & mur- 
dred began to flee in suche wyse that theyr kyng 
was deed, wherfore they that abode yelded them to 16 
kyng* cloys and bycamen his subgettes and sette al that 
contreye vnder hys obayssaunce & puyssaunce payeng* 
yerely trybute. Thenne after this vyctory by the 
puyssaunce of god obteyned he came in to fraunce And 20 
recounted alle to the queue hys wyf, how by Inuocacion 
dyuyne and by thayde of god almyghty he had obteyned 
vyctorye. 

% How the kyng' was baptysed' by saynt 24 
Remyge, & in hys baptesme by rayracle 
was broujt the holy ampuUe by an aungel 
fro heuen wherof euer after all the kynges 
of Fraunce been enoynted' in theyr conse- 28 
cracyon atte cyte of Raynes : capitulo v. 

AFter that the queue had herde the kynge whyche 
was conuerted vnto the crysten fayth for the 
vyctorye whych he had obteyned she had grete 32 
loye And Incontynewt sent after saynt Kemyge bysshop 



* Ud, byleueue. 



col. ij. 



8T. REMIOIUS MAREiS PRBPABATIONB TOR THB BAFTISM OF CLOIS. 19 

of raynes, a moche holy man, whiche c^me to liyr lot 
to preche to the kyng* hia ealuacyon & the manere of 
• the crysten fayth. & whan he was comen, after that ThebtshopoomM, 

and by bis 

4 ^he hadf wel enformed the kyng, began etrongely to preaching 

... ii.A A t t ' Tt ^. converts the 

excyte the peple of fraunce to oylene m Ihesu Gryst, whole French 
Andf the peple gaynsayed it not. For in knowyng* the 
errour of thydolles they began al to byleue in go<J <fe 
8 say : " Syr kyng* gloryous, it is best that ye forsake 
thydolles andl adonre the godi Inmortal whome the 
quene adoureth and preyseth & so for to do all we be 
contente." Incontynent al this was sRewed to saynt who urge th« 

/ king to forsake 

12 Remyge, wherof Be was moche loyous, and cam to them idolatry, 
dylygently as a good herdman that taketh grete payne 
to kepe the sheep fro his aduersarye ; and grete playsyr 
ought he to haue to come thyder, For his comyng* and 

16 hys prechyng* dyd soo grete prouffyte that it made the 
peple to be regenerate after thordynaunce of holy bap- 
tesrae, wythoute whych no man may entre in to heuen. 
wherfore the necessyte of the salnacion of thys kyng* 

20 enlumyned of grace, dysposed to byleue, conioyned to 
good entencyon maad affectuously saynt Remyge to 
come, for he thought wel whan the kyng* was baptysed 
and byleued in Ihesu cryst and his commaundements 

24 that al the peple subgette to hym shold do the same 

wyse. And whan saynt remyge was comen and had st. Remigius 

makes prepara- 

cowmyned with the kyng touchyng his salua-'*cyon tionstorthe 
[he] began to ordeyne the place for to baptyse hym 

28 honourably, and dyd do^ paynte the hystoryes after 
Bomme poyntes of our crysten fayth moche rychely and 
repayred the places ryght delycyously. ^ And on that 
other he dyd do ordeyne & founde chirches autentykly, 

32 & compose baptyzatoryes <fe frentea conuenably. whan 
al this was done *y® kyng was al redy to receyue the 

' A Tiij, back. « col. 2. » M. to. 

* The words between the asterisks are repeated in the 
original with slight alterations, as follow : And the^^ne the 
kyng was al redy to receyue the holy sacrament of baptesme 



20 OLOIS AND ALL HIS PEOPLE ABE BAPTISED BT ST. BEMIGIUS. 



He deliTen an 
exhortation to 
the king. 



Renilgias 
dectares the 
articles of the 
Christian ikith. 



Clois and all his 
subjects are 
baptised. 



A dore brings 
from heaven a 
▼essel containing 
chrism* 



holy sacrament of baptesme, to whome the frende of 
god saynt remyge began to say by faconde manere. 
^ " Syr kyng*, it is tyme that ye ought wyth pure en- 
tencyon to foisake the false goddes to whome tofore 4 
this tyme ye haue gyuen fayth,* whyche ben ful of al 
vanyte and do no thynge but exceisite of dampnacyon. 
And ye ought to byleue wyth iy3t humble hert in one 
onely god almyghty, the fader, the sone, & the holy 8 
ghoost, one onely & pure essence, whyche hath created 
heuen and erthe, to whome one onely ou^t to gyue 
fayth and creaunce : and in Ihesu cryst his sone, 
whyche for the sauacyon of humayn creature ^wold 12 
take humanyte couenable for to repayre thynobedyence 
of our fyrst fader Adam. And that was conceyued in 
the bely of the Virgyn marie by the werk of the holy 
ghoost : whyche after was sette on the crosse and took 1 6 
deth dolorously for to redeme vs, was buryed and roos 
fro deth to lyf, and after ascended in to heuen, and 
sytteth vpon the ryght honde of the fader, and fro 
thens shal come and ludge the lyuyng* and deed. 20 
IT Also ye shal byleue in holy chyrche, our catholyque 
moder, & her ordonnayre." and whan saynt Eemyge 
had ynough enformed the kyng* and the peple of our 
fayth and byleue he baptysed them in the name of the 24 
fader & of the sone & of the holy ghoost. And whan 
he came to enoyntyng* after the custome of the holy 
cresme whyche noo man brought, Incontynent by the 
plesyr of god and demonstraunce myraculous, they alle 28 
stondyng*,^ sodeynlye came doun descendyng fro heuen 
a douue shynyng, whiche bare in hyr becke an holy 
ampull and lefts it in the same place where the holy 
cresme was, wherwyth the kyng* cloys was fyrst 32 

Iprinted taptesme], To whom Saynt Eemyge began by fayr 
manere: "Syr Eyng, it is tyme that 30 ought of pure Inten- 
cion to forsake the goddes to whome here afore tyme ^e haue 
byleued on," 

* B j. » Hd. Btondyug*. 



OF THE DKATH OF OLOiSy AND THS RISE OF PEPIN. 21 

enoynted in grete deuocyon by Saynt Remyge ; whyche 
Ampnll is presently at Eaynes, of whyche holy ciesme 
that is therin the kynges of fraunce ^onelye been wiui which aii 

A J -li • 11 -r T , kingi Of Prance 

4 enoynted ones in theyr consecracyon. 11 In that tyme since have been 
were baptysed the systers of the sayd kjng and thre 
thousand men of hys excersyte, and so after all the 
peple of firaimce in grete loye and exaltacion of glorye. 

8 f The second' partye of the first book con- 
teyneth fyue chapytres, and' speketh of the 
begynnyng' of kyng' Pepyn And' Charle- 
mayn hys sone. 

12 f How Pepyn by his prudence was chosen 
kyng' of Fraunce when the lygnage of 
kyng cloys faylled' in successyon : ca. j 

THe book precedent maketh mencyon of kyng* 
Cloys the fyrst crysten kynge of the lordes of 
Fraunce of whome the lygnage succeded from 
heyre to heyres vnto the foure and twenty kyng, whych 
was the kyng* Pepyn of another lygnage. And the 

20 Kynge whyche was the xxiij after the kyng Cloys and After the death of 
of his lignage \vas named hildricus, the which ^kyDg* becomes king, 
deuoute & contemplatyf wythoute cure to excersyse 
thoffyce royal of a kynge put hym self in relygyon for 

24 to lede a solytarye lyf. ^ In that tyme was Pepyn but gives up 
moche valyaunt of hys persone and moche noble prynce. become a monk. 
And by cause that alle the kynges of fraunce haue suc- 
ceded of thys sayd Pepyn, and in especial charlemayn 

28 his sone vpon whome this werke is comprysed, I wyl 
here begynne to treate the mater the whyche I entende 
superfyciaUy to speke of, And lyke as the book whyche 
is called myrrour hystoryal compryseth. That Pepyn 

32 the prynce on a tyme sente hys messagers to Eome to Pepin's demand 
the Pope Zacharye for to haue answer vpon a demaunde, ° **'^' 

That is to wete, " whether is he more worthy to be a 

* col. ij. « B j, back. 
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THB ATTBIBUTES OF A BULBR. 



and the Pope's 
ansvrer. 



The datieM and 
qualities of a 
king. 



He should not 
keep too many 
horses or 
serranto, 



nor keep had 
company. 

He should he a 
good husband, 
fond of learning, 
Just, 



and, above all, 
xeligiooa. 



kyng or to be said a kyng w^che fo[r] pees and parf jgbt 
vnyon taketh on hym grete payne & trauaylle, or ellys 
he that retcheth of noo thynge andl is abandonne() an<} 
gyuen to all slouth and is onely contente to haue the 4 
name onely of kyng*1 " "Whan the pope had herde thys 
demannde he remaundedl to Pepyn that he by ryght 
reason and veray equyte ought to be called a kyng that 
gouemeth and ruleth hys fayt for the comyn wele & 8 
contynueth it. For whyche ansuer & demaunde the 
Erensshe men by counceyP ^^ppi-ouued consydered 
theyr kyng* hyldrycus professed in a monasterye in lyf 
solytarye and contemplatyf, (And that not wythstond- 12 
yng* ought not to be ony thyng ayenst them that lyuen 
solytaryly,) how wel a kyng* ought not to be solytarye, 
For suche as is the Kyng* suche is the Royame. ^ For 
salamon sayth, yf the kyng* be neclygent the peple 16 
wote not what to doo, And blessyd is the londe that 
hath a prynce noble. Alle the frensshe men beyng* 
wel enformed of the condycions apperteynyng* to a 
kynge after an auctour that sayth thus : ^ " The Prynce 20 
whan he is ordeyned ought not to haue horses super- 
fluous ne make his peple more subgette than they ought 
to be, and ought not to take but seruauntes propyre* 
and necessarye wythoute superfluyte, and not to nour- 24 
ysshe ouer many houndes ne other beestes vnprouffyt- 
able but take them in mesure. ^ And he shold eschewe 
multyplycacyon of mynstrellys, Tabouryns, commyn 
wymmen, lecherous men. IT And he shold not cor- 28 
rupte hys subgettes by euyl exaumple. He shold not 
breke hys espousaylles, he shold gladly rede in bookes 
& shold haue by hym peple wel letterd, And shold 
luge wythoute fauour. ^ And tofore al thynges *he 32 
shold adoure & seme god : he shold not gladly take 
yeftes, & ought not gladly to chauwge hys offycers.'*^ 



* Ud, ceunceyl. 
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CHARLEMAGNE BECOMES KING OF FRANCE. 23 

Alle thys tliynge wel seen emonge tbem for the.con- 
seruacion of the people emonge the myscreauntes which 
were at that tyme, [they] wente and chosen for to be Pepin is chosen 

- iii-r> ' Wng by thft 

4 kyng< of Fraunce the noble Pepyn, and fro that tyme French, 
forthon the lygnage of kyng cloys regnecJ nomore vpon 
the frensshe men. And he was consecrate by saynt and consecrated 
Boneface, And by thauctoryte apostolyque & by Saynt ^ ' ^ 
8 Stephen Pope with his ij sones Charlemayn & charles* 
the grete was confermed and approuued and ordeyned 
all the kynges of fraunce in grete benedyction to sue-' 
cede fro lygnage to lygnage moost nexte. And the said 

12 pope gaf his maledyction to al them that were op- 
posaunts and ayenst these thynges aforesayd. ^ Thenne 
after this noble kyng Pepyn made grete warre to the He makes war 
englysshe men. And after the guyse Romayn he English. 

16 ordeyned the seruyce in the chyrches of frauwce and 
many other maters meruayllous wherof thonour is attry- 
buted by good ryght to hym by vyctorye obteyned, and 
was buryed in the chyrche of Saynt Denys in Fraunce. 

20 And lefte hys heyres hys two sones afore sayd whome At his death he 

t t a f ^^®* *V0 sons, 

he had goten on the noble quene berte, doughter ^of 

the grete Herclyn Cezar, of whome the lignage of between whom 

his kingdom is 

romayns of germayns and of the grekes haue had con- divided. 
24 currence. wherfore by good ryght in tyme folowyng* the 

kyng* Charles was chosen and maad Emperour of Rome. 

And the sayd kynge Pepyn regned xviij yere in pros- 

peryte dygne of saluacyon, and after that the broder 
28 of the sayd Charles had regned in his partye of the 

royame ij yere he deyed, And thenne after alle th^ on the death ot 

his brother 

gouememeut hooUy of the royame of fraunce abode to Charlemagne 

1)6001X168 sold 

the sayd charles as here-after shalle be more playnly king. 
32 shewed. 

% Of kyng Charles after that he had' maad* 
many constytucyons wyth the Pope Adryan, 

' ^d, repeats and charles. ' col. 2. 




24 OHABtiEMAGNB VISITS BOMB. 

& how he was emperour of Rome : capi^ 
tulo ij 

IHis noble Charlemayiiy otherwyse calle<$ Cbarles 
the gretoy the whiche for the gretenes of hys 4 
body, puyssaunce, andl opperacions virtuouses by 
merite is called grete as I haue say($, whyche after 
the deth of hys brother was^ onely kyng of Fraunce. 
A lytel whyle after that the Pope ^adryan regned & 8 
dyd grete dyligence to strengthe & corobere the crysten 
fayth in annullyng the heresyes and^ constytutyng 
ymages for representacyon of sayntes in chyrches. And 

Hifiaboonin to many other labours merytoryes adioyned in the 12 

obureh« seruyce of god & of holy chyrche The kyng charles 

ayenst the myscreauntes taryed not to confounde them 

At tiM invitation but had vy ctorye of them in dyners ^ maners, & the pope 

chaites viaita adryan, whyche was wel enformed that thys Charles 16 
was a stronge pyler of the chyrche and protectoor of the 
fayth, sente for hym that he shold come to Eome, 
And whan he came to pauye there he taryed & sette 

He lays siege to hys sycgc and soioumed a lytel tyme, And after wyth 20 
a fewe of hys people departed & came to rome. And 
there he was receyued affectuously and vysyted many 
places deuoutelye. And after whan he retorned he 

and takea it« took pauye. And whan he had all doon his playsyr 24 
lie retorned to Rome. And wyth the Pope adryan 

A general Conncu he assembled many bysshoppes and abbottes ftol the 

is held at Borne. ir .^ jtjt l j 

nombre of an hondred & liij where they ordeyned many 
constytucyons vpon the fayt of the vnyuersal chyrcha 28 
And in that synode for the grete holynes of charles The 
pope and al thassystentes gaf hym power for to ordeyne 
bisshoppes & archebisshops ^in al his contrees and 
prouynces. And al them that so shal be ordeyned he 32 
shal conf erme and the rebeUys that shall gaynsaye them 
lie shal curse and theyr goodes be conf ysked. This 

* Ikl he was. * B ij, back. ' M, dyners. * col. 2. 
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noble Charles wyth hja two sones, that one nameJ 
Pepyn & that other lowys, And the xij pyeres of 
fraimce, whyche al had promysed fydelyte one to that 
4 other for to leoparde theyr lyf for the crysten fayth. 
In that tyme many mortal warres duryng* the lyf of After many 

bloody wan be 

kyng* Pepyn & of charles an<i after that the royame reduces itaiy 

under hie power. 

of lombardye was destroyed and delyuerd of the mys- 
8 creauntes^ And maad pees not wythonte grete tranayll 
for to come from fraonce in to lombardye by cause of 
the daur^gerous countre. whan alle thys was termyned 
to hys playsyr he reduced alle ytalye vnder the trybute 

12 of the royame of Fraunce. In suche wyse that whan 
ytalye was thus destroyed he went to Rome for to 
gyue thankynges and laude to god moche deuoutelye 
for vyctorye that he had and for execusyon doon vpon 

16 the enemyes of the fayth. And there with the pope 
Adryan he maad many constytucyons whyche by ry^t 
equyte ought wel to be obserued. And after he beyng* 
thus in Eome vyctoryous hys sone Pepyn was ordeyned His son Pepin is 

. . consecrated king 

20 & consecrate kyng ^of the ytalyens. And hys sone ofiuoy, andbie 

- 1 -h t. 11 second son Louis 

lowys was ordeyned and consecrate kyng* vpon guyan. kingofOoienne. 
thys doon the Romayns whyche of grete ancyaunte were 
of grete apporte after that the emperour was by them 

24 put to deth Constantyn his sone wold haue regned for 
themperour, whyche was not wel in the fauour of the 
senatours and other Eomayns ; the whyche beyng in this 
poynte, after that they had taken delyberacyon of grete 

28 counceyl, seeyng* the grete valure and noblesse of kyng* 
Charles, whyche was so parfyght in alle noblesse 
hardynesse, prudence, & other vertues as I ^aUe touche 
herafter alle playne, that by consente of eueryche he cjhariee is ehoeeii 

Emperor of 

32 was chosen emperour of Eome wyth grete loange & Rome, 
exaltacyon of loye Innumerable, And by the honde 
of Pope Leo he was crowned emperour with alle 
honoures that myght be comprysed. And al wyth one 

> B iij. 



26 A DBSCRIFTION OF THIS PERSONAL APPEARANCE, ETC., OF CHARLES. 



Of the good 
works of Charies 
dnring his reign 
of its yean. 



According to 
Turpin 



Charles was 
more tlian 8 feet 
high, stoat, 

broad-shouldered, 



and large of limb. 



with a beard a 
foot long. 

His fkce was 
long and fUr ; 
his eyes bright 
and sparkling. 



voys gaf to hym laude and honour, And called hym 
Cezar & August by a symylytude of yalure in contem- 
placyon of grete playsyr that they had maad hym kyng* 
of ytalyens. 4 

% Of the corpulence of kjmge Charles, and' of 
the maner of hys lyung' : capitulo iij 

^ /^ Harlemayn Kynge of Fraunce after that he was 
I I Emperour he dyd many meruayllous werkes and 8 
V-/ regned emperour thyrtene yere, And had thenne 
regned vpon the frensahe men xxxiij yeie. And in 
the cont[r]ye of Eome he edyfyed many cytees and 
restored good townes & many other thynges whyche 12 
may not well be recounted by cause of his merueyllous 
werkes. ITeuertheles for to knowe what man he was 
his werkes wytnessen : as moche as toucheth thexcercyte 
of hys persone Turpyn the holy man archebysshop of 16 
Eaynes whych lyued that tyme and was oft tymes in the 
companye of kyng< Charles sayth that he was a man 
wel faryng* of hys body & grete of persone and had hys 
syght and regarde fyers & malycyous. IT The lengthe 20 
of hys persone conteyned eyght feet after the mesure 
of his feet, which were merueyllously long ; fatte, and 
massyf was he of his sholdres and raynes wythoute 
hauyng the bely otherwise than wel a poynte. The 24 
armes and thyes he had ample and large: he was a 
sublyl knyght & ryght wyse actyf and moche fyers, and 
of alle hys membres he was of ryght grete strengthe. 
he had the face deduyte in lengthe and hys berde was 28 
a foot longe : *he had hys nose reysed vpon a roundnes : 
A fayr regarde and countenaunce had thys man : he had 
the face of a large f ote brode ; he had the eyen like a 
lyon sparklyng< lyke a cole by furyous regarde, his 32 
wynbrowes grete. Assone as he byhelde a man in 
angre eche man had of bym fere and drede in openyng* 
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his eyen. The gyrdle of whyche he was gyrde wasTi^j His waist was 
fote longe wy th-outo that that henge doun ito the bokle 
to the pendaunt. whan, he took hys repaast he was 
4 contente wyth lytel brede, but as touohyng the pytauwce 
he ete at his repaast a quarter of moton, or ij hennes, At ui dinner he 
or a grete ghoos, or a grete pestel of porke, or a pecok, quarter of 
or a crane, or an hare all hool : he dranke wyn sobrely ^se, or^a ^ 
8 wyth a lytel water therin. Of hys strengthe is not a hareT ***'* 
lytel thynge to speke of, For he wold smyte a knyght 
armed wyth one stroke of aswerde and cleue hym from 
the coppe of the hede doun to the sadeL And yf he 

12 had bytwene hys handes iiij hors shoen wyth oute Hia strength 
ouermoche prouyng< hys myght he wold ry3t them oute 
and breke them in pyeces. And more ouer wyth one Heoonidiiftan 
hande he wold take a knyght al armed and lyfte hym wi^ one^iuuid. 

16 vp to the heyght of hys breste lyghtly. And he had 
in hym thre thynges moche honourable : Fyrst, in 
yeftes ye-^uyng he was ryght large, lyke vnto Tytua He was uberai to 

all> 

themperour sone of Vaspasianus, which was so prodygal 

20 that it was not possyble to hym to gyue that whyche 

he promysed. And whan it was demaunded why he 

promysed thynge that he myght not gyue, forthwyth 

' he answerd that a persone ought not departe fro a prynco 

24 desolate ne heuy, nor with-oute to obteyne somme 

thynge. Secondly, Charles was so sure in lugement 

that no man coude reprehende hym, and also he was 

pyetous & mercyful vnto cristen men after the qualyte just and merdAii* 

28 of the persone & the occasyon of the tresjmas. And, 

thyrdly, in his wordes he was moche wel aduysed: and careftii in his 

language. 

whan he spake he thought strongely on that he sayd & 
whan one spake to hym he remembred the manere for 
32 to compryse thentencyon of the spekar. 
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28 HOW OHABLBS BBOUGHT UP HIS CHILDREN. 

% To what thynge kyng Charles hys sone and 
hys doughters were Instructe and' taughte 
to doo : capitulo iiij 

Ame bertrode moder of Charles ful of grete sej- 4 
|ence in grete prosperyte of lyf anci in honour 
wexed olde ancI fynysshed hyr dajes, and 
ordeyned bookes for to excersyse the artes lyberalle. 
U Of ^whome fyrst oharles took gladly payne for to 8 
chariM had hii estudye, And in the tyme of Infancye he maad scyence 
niigionfadenoa^ to be taught to hys Bones and doughters, and after whan 
they knewe their byleue he made them to studye in the 
seuen artes lyberaL And whan the sones were of age 12 
(or to ryde on horsback after the guyse of Fraunce he 
jourting, made them to here armes and to luste for texcersyse 

the art of war, the warre whan it i^old be nede, and whan they dyd 
andhonung. not that he made them to hunte al maner wylde beestes 16 

and dyd them to do other esbatements longyng* to 

His daaghtora chyualry contynuelly. After this he made his doughters 

•pin and mw, to spynne & sowe and to occupye them in other 

aooompushmento. honourable werkes to thende that by ydlenes and 20 

slouthe & faute of occupacyon they shold not haue 

occasyon to falle in thou3t dysordynate for to haue 

Indynacyon to synne and vyce. and whan he was not 

occupyed in maters of charge and weyghty he wold 24 

Charles waan«T«r employe lus tyme in wrytync* somme newe thynge to 

idle, bat food of , , , / , ^ .^ o J © 

•todj. thende that he wold not be ydle, accordyng< to the 

pystle of saynt poule, whiche hdmonesteth vs to do 
alwaye somme good, by cause fat our enemye the fende 28 
holde YS not in ydlenes for to folowe his entencyon 

He baiit at Aoon dampuable. And he dyd do make in his palays in 

a tplendid ehurdi ..., •iin 

toourLadj. AcoH in Almayii a 'chyrche of our lady comprysed of 

meruayllous beaute & moche rychely ordeyned, and 32 
wrought, and in grete honour enhaunced in sygne of a 
parfyght crysten man. For after that one loueth the 
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lor(J and? that is gyuen to hym the werkes desirous to 
meue other to doo to the lordf lyke as hym self ancJ in 
lyke wyse shold perseuere in the amplyfycacyon of hys 
4 contreye that sythe the deth of hys fader Pepyn he 
doubled by puys'sauwee in the royame of fraunce. 

^ Of thestudye of kyug chaxles, of hys lyuyng', 

of hys charytable werkes, and' other ma- 

8 ters: capitulo v. 

AFter that Charles was Tnstructe in gramayre & 
other scyences morall & speculatyf, alwaye he 
contynued in them : And by ardaunt desyre 

12 frequented the bookes composed vpon the crysten fayth of the religion* 
for to be protectour and def endour of the chyrche, the 
"whyche he vysyted on momynges and on euenes & in 
the nyght oftymes. and at good festes he faylled not 

16 to doo gretely hys deuoyr in saciifyses & oblacions: 

And also gaf largely almesse for the loue of god, and his aimt-giving, 
was alway redy to socour the poure people in the largest 
wyse. For he socoured not bnely ^the poure folke of 

20 his owne contreye with his hauoyr & goodes but in 

many other places beyonde the see he sente golde & hoth tt home and 
syluer and yytayll after the necessyte of the place : as 
in surrye, in egypt, in afi&ique, in Iherusalem, & other 

24 contreyes : as he that sayd : '^ gold and syluer is not 
myn." To euery man he desyred amytye and pees. 
Of body he was moche ample & boystous of stature He wm large or 
weU apparysaunt, the coppe of hys heecJ rounde, the S2d^""* 

28 heeres in grete reuerence, & the vysage loyous. he had 
the voys clere & of grete force, & at his souper he ete 
not for the moost parte sauf rosted veneson, whyche 
aboue alle other flesshe he loued and vsed at his souper. 

32 Alwaye he loued redars for to rede cronycles or other He loved to hear 

books read,' 

thynges contemplatyues, as he that wold as wel fede 
the soule whiche is pe^^etuel of spyrituel fode, for to 
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30 OF THE MANNER IN WHICH 0HARLE8 8PBNT HIS DAT. 

toayntene it in vnyon of grace toward god Ms maker, 
as of refeccyon of the body for to conserue the lyf, 
And emonge al other bookes he delyted strongely in 
enpedaiiy the the bookes of Saint austyn, especyally in that whyche 4 

De Civitate Dei , ^ / jr v .^ 

by Augustine, is named de ciuitate dei. & he dra^^ke not ouer ofte, 
For at souper he dranke not but thre tymes. In somer 
tyme gladly after mydday he wolcJ ete a lytel fniyt & 
drynke ones & wold goo reste hym al naked in his 8 
bedde two ^or thre houres. In the nyght he brake his 
slepe foure or v tymes and walked in hys chambre. 
Thus Charles perseuerd^ in felicyte ryal and emperyal, 

He sent & sente oueral thorugh hys empyre hys messagers «uid 12 

commissioners to 

study ttnd report greto counceyllours^ for to vysyte hys prouynces and 
kingdoms, and good townes, f or to be enformed of the gouernours of 
«idtow8™f!Ither them foT to do to eueriche lustyce and reson; and 
oonntnea. made many constytucyons & lawes accordyng* to the 16 

places, and commaunded them to be obserued and 
kepte vpon grete payne. Semblably the sayd Charles 
sente thorugh al the world for to knowe ouer al the 
gouemement, That is to ^ete, for to knowe the mer- 20 
uayllous faytes that were doon in the world, And also 
f for to lerne the lyf of sayntes of whom the festes were 

halowed and made of them bookes for tabyde in eternal 
memorye. & euery day he dyd doo put in wrytyng* that 24 
. whyche he dyd. In suche maner that after the wrytyng* 
that he thenne fonde "Were founde more. than thre 
hondred festes of sayntes one tyme of the yere, wherf or 
he excersycyng his spyrituel werkes he was byloued & 28 
Aaron, king of doie reputed of euery body. In that tyme Aaron the 

Persia, sends him 

as a present an kyng* of perco for the magnyfycence of charles sente to 
hym an Olyphaunt merueyllously grete for a synguler 
*yefte and many other thynges precyouses. IF Thys 32 
Charles for hys grete holynesse and noblesse was in 
suche renommee of honour and of vertues. On a tyme 
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THE PATRIARCH OF JBRUSALBM APPLIES TO CHARLES FOB HELP. 31 

aaron tlie kyng* of Perse sente to hym emonge other 
yeftes the bodyes of savBt Cypryan «ui(J of saynt and the relics of 
speratus and the heed of saynt Panthaleou marters in 
4 to Fraunce. 

% The thyrd' parte of the fyrst book conteyn- 
eth thre chapytres, and' speketh how by 
reuelacion deuyne Charles delyuerd' the 
8 holy loDde fro the honde of the paynyms. 

% How the patryarke of Iherusalem sente to 
Charles for socours after that he was de- 
iecte and' caste oute of the Turkes : capi- 
12 tulo primo. 

IT is redde that in the tyme that charles was em- 
perour of rome the patryarke of Iherusalem was soo Tiie patriarch of 
oppressydf of the paynyms by mortall warre that hMd*pr*J^d by* 

16 vnnethe he myght saue hym self. And thus whan he **^®^*™<^*» 
knewe nomore what to do He had in remembraur^ce the 
noble charles and he beyng* enformed of hys holynes, appeals to ckarie* 
for socour he sente to hym the keyes of the holy sepul- ^ *^^' 

20 ere of our lord Ihesu Cryst of Caluarye and of the 
^cyte, And wyth that he sente to hym the standart of 
the fayth as to the pyler of crysfcente and defend our of 
holy chyrche. After thys the patryarke came to con- 

24 stantynoble vnto themperour constantyn and to hys 
sone Leo & brought wyth hym lohan of naples preste 
and another whyche named hym self Dauyd archeprest, 
whome themperour Constantyn sent incontynent to constantine 

28 Charles, AnJ .^h them tweyne he ordeyne* for to goo SSSU'*'*"'' 
wyth them two other whyche were named ysaac and 
Samuel, & delyuerd to them a lettre wryton with his 
owne hande for to here to charles. And the sayd Con- 

32 stantyn had wryton in one parte of the lettre thus : 

<' On a nyght me semed that I sawe tofore my bedde a teiiing him that 

* ool. 2. 



32 



OF THE LETTER OF CONSTANTINE TO CHABLES. 



be has been 
ordered in ft 
vision to call on 
bim for help 
a^natthe 
Saraoena, 



and reooantin}( 
the visi(m which 
had appeared to 
bim. 



He sends the 
letter by 
messengers* 

Chnrles is firreatly 
affected by the 
letter, which he 
orders to be 
published abroad. 



yonge woman moche fayre stondyng* ryght vp, whyche 
touched jne softly and sayd to me with swete woides : 
' CoTzstantyn, whan thou knewest thaffayre & doyng of 
the paynyms whyche holden the holy londe by grete 4 
affectyon, thou hast praye($ god for to haue helpe. lo ! 
what thou shalte doo. Fourchace that thou mayst haue 
wy th the charles the grete kyng* of the gallyens, whych 
is protectour of holy crystente and defendour of holy 8 
chyrche.' And after the same lady shewed me a 
knyght armed in al his body and spores on hys heles, 
& had ^hys shelde rede, gyrde wyth hys swerde, & had 
his sleue of purple, & helde a spere moche grete, And 12 
the heed of yron whyche was on hye caste in to the 
ayer grete flambes of fyre : & he helde in his hoTide a 
bacynet al of golde shynyng* and he was auncient, wyth 
a longe berde, ryght fayre of vysage and longe of body : 16 
he had eyen shynyng as ij sterres, and hys heerys began 
to wexe whyte, and after was wryton : * thou August 
that neuer refusest the comandements of god, enioye the 
in Ihesu Cryst, & in thy mynde alwaye yelde to hym 20 
thankynges : be enclosed in lustyce lyke as thou hast 
be reclamed in honour. Ihesu Cryste gyue the grace 
to perseuere^ and kepe alwaye the commandemewts, of 
god as thou oughtest to doo fermerly.' " And as it is 24 
wryton themperour Constantyn in hys tyme had deiected 
the paynyms oute of Iherusalem seuen tymes, wherfore 
whan he my3t nomore he sente his messagers to kyng* 
Charles Whyche at that tyme was at parys. And whan 28 
the messagers had presented the letters and he had 
seen them he began to wepe moche greuously in con- 
templacyon of pyte of the holy sepulcre of our lord so 
holden of the paynyms. After this he sente for tharche- 32 
bysshop Turpyn and maad hym to preche 'openlye the 
py teous tydynges whyche were thenne presentlye comen, 
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CHARLES WITH A GREAT ARMY STARTS FOR THE HOLY LAND. 33 

the whyche wel herde and vnderstood the peple alle 
generally were enclynec? to goo thyder 

% How Charles with a grete companye wente 
for to conquere the holy lande, and many 
other maters : capitulo ij 

Fter that thys whyche I haue tofore sayd was 
publysshecJ The kynge dycJ do make an edyct 




and dyd do crye it thorugh out al the contreye, He ordera au 
that enery man that my3t here armes shol($ be redy for anna to asBembie. 
to goo wyth hym ayenst the paynyms, an(J he that wold 
not come shold be bounde for a good somme of money 

12 for to hyre souldyours that sholdf goo. Thys doon was 

neuer seen tofore in so ly tel tyme so moche peple An enormom 
assembledf as thenne were founden. And whan they together, and 
were al departed? in the name of godi, full of one grete theVoiy Land. 

16 fayth in grete hope to obteyne vyctorye vnder the con- 
duyte of Charlemayn capitayne of the fayth. And? 
whan they had? ryden a grete longe waye they came in 
to a grete wode of buscage in whyche they myght not 

20 passe vnnethe in two dayes, and yet wyth grete payne, 
and Charles thought to passe it in ^one daye : wherfore 
he & his boost entred wythin the say-d wood which was 
ful of dyuers wilde beestes, as Gryffons, beres, lyons, 

24 Tygres, and other beestes. whaw they were thus in that 

grete wode and the nyght came on they were al They lose their 

way in a foreat» 

abasshed & troubled wythout knowyng whych waye 
they shold holde, And Charles commauwded that they 

28 shold loke yf they myght see or knowe ony habytacyon, 
but they were ferre fro ony and oute of their ryght 
waye, and by force were dryuen to dyspose them to 
slepe in that estate. And whan they were al in reste 

32 the kyng« charles beyng* in his dormytorye, trustyng' of 

the ayde of our lord in grete deuocyon began to say the chariee prays to 

,,,- Qod for help. 

psaulter, And whan he came to the poynte that he snold 

' B vj. 
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34 TH£ FRENCH ARMY IS HIRACULOtTSLY 6U1BED ON ITS WAY. 



A bird oomM and 
tell8 him his 
prayer is heard. 



and afterwards 
guides them to 
the right road. 



Charles clears the 
country of 
Saracens, 



and prepares to 
return home. 



The Empercnr 
coUectH a large 
number of valu- 
able presents for 
him. 



say the V^rs folowyng ^ Dedac me damine tn setnita 
mandatorum tnoTum, quia ipaam volui," he «ayeng thyB 
there came a byrde to his ere in the presence of eueriche 
l3iat were about hym whyche sayd? wyth an hye voys : 4 
" kyng, thyn oryson is herde." Thenne aile they that 
were presente were moche troubled, and notwythstond- 
yng* al thys the kyng contynued to say the psaulter 
ynto " Educ me de custodia animam meam," & all thus 8 
whyle he saydf the byrd? began more ' strongely to crye 
and say ^ " frensshe man, what sayest thou 1 ' 
frensshe man, what sayest thoul^' And after that the 
Kyng* and hys companye wente and f olowed the byrde 1 2 
whyche conduyted them vnto the ryght waye whyche 
they had lost the day tofore, & sorame of the pylgryms 
sayd that after in the same contreye were suche byrdes 
so doyng. But whan charles & hys grete puyssaunce 16 
were nyghe theyr enemyes they were moche troubled 
of theyr comyng* & the crysten lordes were gretely 
reioysed of theyr comyng*. For wythoute cessyng* he • 
rested not tyl that he had recouerd the contreye of 20 
crysten men and expelled alle the paynyms whyche 
moche redounded to hym grete honour & vyctorye. 
And in retoumyng* he demaunded of themperour of 
Constantynoble lycence to departe & of the other patry- 24 
arkes & arohepreestes. And themperour helde hym an 
hole day, And for remuneracyon the sayd emperour for 
thonour of kyng charles on the morne tofore the yates 
of the cyte dyd do ordeyne many bestes of dyuers maners 28 
& dyuers colours, & grete quantyte of gold and syluer 
and of precious stones, to thende that he shold take it 
for somme rewarde for the grete good that he had doon 
in theyr contreye. But assone as charles knewe therof 32 
he took counceyll of hys people what he ought to ^doo 
in takyng* of the precyous & rycho yeftes or to retoume 
in to fraunce wythout takyng of ony thyng*, And there 



col. 2. 
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THE EMPEBOB PRESENTS CHARLES WITH THE CROWN OF THORNS. 35 

vpon his barons counceilled hym that he shold take no ^«t charie« re- 

ftisas to accept 

thynge for hys laboure. For he had doon no thynge but »ay of them, 
for the loue of god onely : Andf he beyng* wel content 
4 of thys ansuer commaunded that noo persone vpon grate 
payne shold? take noo thyng of the lewellys af oresaydl. 

% Of the relyques that themperour charles 

brought fro constantynoble and' fro the 

8 holy londe, and' of the myracles that were 

doon : capitulo iij 

'Han themperour of constantynople and the 
patryarke of Iherusalem knewe that charles 
wold take no thynge of the good aforesayd, 
he was admonested that he shold take somwhat of them, 
& whan he was thus constrayned he bysought them that He bAs, iiutead, 
for the loue of god myght be gyuen vnto hym somwhat our Lord. 

16 of the relyques of our lord and of hys holy passyon. 
Whan thys was demaunded It was commaunded to fast 
euery man thre dayes for to be the more enclyned to 
deuocyon and for to vysyte the holy reliques, and in 

20 especyall were ordeyned xij persones by grace whych 
shold ^treate & see the relyques. Whan it came to 
the thyrd day the noble Charles by grete contrycyon 
confessyd hym to tharchebysshop Turpyn. After 

24 that moche reuerently they beganne to synge the 
letanye wyth somme psalmes of the psaulter. And 
there was the prelate of naples named danyel, whyche The Emperor 
in grete reuerence opened the coffre wherin was the sacred crown ot 

28 precyous crowne of Ihesu Cryst and there sprange oute **™** 
of the same so grete an odour that all they that were 
presente thought to be in paradys. Thenne charles ful 
of hool and very creaunce of faytti kneled dorni to the 

32 grounde and stratched hym on therthe, & moche 
strongely prayed our lord that for the glorye of hys 

' col. 2. 
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36 OF THE MIRACLES PERFORMED BY THE SACRED RELICS. 

name presently wold renewe the myracles of hys holy 
passyon and gloryous resurrexyon.^ & assone as he had 
prayed in a moment the crowne hegan to florysshe, & 
A delicious odour a meruayllous swete odour yssued out of the floures, 4 

iMues from the 

crown. soo ry^t delycyous that eche man supposed that hys 

vestementes & clothyng^ had comen oute of heuen. 
U Thewne after thys daniel took a sharpe knyf kuttyng 
wel puryfyed to cutte the said crowne and in cuttyng* 8 
alwaye more & more the sayd crowne flourysshed and 
the odour smellyd the more habundantly. And of the 

Charles deposits ^flonjeg charles put a parte in a reposytorye, and in a 

the thorns and 

flowers in a coffer, lytel coffre he put the thomes of the crowne, and wept 12 
so habundantlye that whan he wende to haue gyuen to 
tharchebysshop Ebroin the floures he wythdrewe hys 
honde & supposed that the sayd Ebroin^ had holden 
them in hys honde, & they were in the ayer houyng by 16 
myracle & abode there by themself the space of a grete 
houre. And after whan he had gyuen in kepyng* the 
sayd thomes to the sayd Ebroin he sawe the coflfret in 
thayer whyche was full of floures why che abode there by 20 

where they are them Self, whiche sone after were conuerted in to manna 

manna, and and in that maucre they ben at Saynt Denys in f raunce. 

at^strDenysf"^ And it hath be the oppynyon of many that thys was of 

the manna that god sente in to deserte to hys people. 24 
Thenne were there shewed myracles For al seek people 
that were there present were heled of al theyr malady es 
by the odour of the floures aforesayd, and the peple 
that entred in to the chirche by grete vyolence of presse 28 
of peple cryed verytably that day was a day of helthe 

Three hundred .& lesurrectiou, for by the sauour of tho mellyfluous 

and one sick 

persons are healed floures alle the cytee was puryfyed and replenysshed of 

by the scent of 

tiie holy relics, grace : foi thre hondred Ss one seek man by compte 32 

were heled & guarisshed of their maladyes. ^Emonge 
One who had been al other thei was One seek of xxiiij yere & thre 

blind, deaf, and o i 

dumb for over 24 mouethes, whyche was blynde, deef, & dombe, but at 

yeara, 

* JErtjf. rosurrexyon. * B vij. ' Ud. Ebrom. * col. 2, 



OP THE MIRACLES PERFORMED BY THE SACRED RELICS. ZT 

moment^ whan the thorne was drawen fro the crowne 
he took hys syght, and whan it was layecJ in ageyn he 
recouuerd? his heeryng*, And in florysshyng' of it he 

4 was restorecJ to his speche. H After thys the sayd 
danyel took a nayll of which the precyous body of our 
lordf in his passyon had? he perced? and in grete reuerence 
was put for a relyque in alabastre, & in takyng oute of 

8 it a chylde was heledl, whiche of hys lyf te syde was and a child, 

a cripple from ^ 

drye and? Impotent fro his byrthe & he ranne hastelye his birth, 
to the chyrche an(J cryed at the houre of none and said the reUca. 
that he beyng* in an extasye was heled ancJ guarysshecl 
12 and? tolde the manere. ^ Also there was gyuen to the The Emperor 

gives Cliarles a 

kyng* Charles a pyece of the holy crosse and? the holy piece of the cross, 

sudarye, ancJ therwith the sinocke of our lady & the 

clothe wherin our lord? was wrappecJ, and also the arme and the holy 

. napkin and other 

16 of saynt Synieon ; and? al reuerently m precyous pyxes reUcs, 
& caasses he henge them, aboute hys necke. and in 
passyng* by a castel there was a chylde newe dede 
vhom kyng charles touched with the reliques that he 

20 bare & anone the chylde was reysed? to lyf. And whan 
he came to Aeon in Almayne, ^whyche is a moche fayr 
cytee where as kyng charles had made his paleys moche 
fayr & ryche and a ryght deuoute chapel in thonour of 

24 our lady, wherin hym self is buryed. There atte laste with which he 

i-hoiiiiii 1 ^ n pe^'forms immer- 

were guarysshed & heled blynde men and seek men of oas miracles, 
the f cures wythoute nombre & xij demonyaks, viij 
lazars of the palesey, xv of myshapen, xv crokebacked, 

28 lij of the faUyng sekenes, Ixv of the gowte, many of 
them of the same place & many of other maladyes. 
And it was ordeyned that in the moneth of luyl at They are 
Aeon in the cyte that al peple myght come & see the wiiere tijey are 

32 forsayd relyques which kyng charles had brought fro 

Iherusalem and constantynoble. And more ouer was 

establysshed that one day of the weke of the fastyng* of 

ymbre dayes and in the moneth of luyl shold be made 

* Ud, meuyng. ' B vij, back. 



38 OF THE SOURCE FROM WHENCE THE SECOND BOOK IS TAKEN. 

this demo[n]straimce and notyfycacyon. An<J in thys 
constytucioii was Pope Leo Tharchebysshop Turpyn 
Achylleiia bysahop of alexandrye Anc? Theophyle of 
anthyocke & many other bissboppes & abbottes, whyche 4 
werk was moche rertuons & fill of helthe. 

% Here begynneth the ij book of thys present 
werke, whyche conteyneth thre partyes by 
chapytres folowyng' declared'. 8 

^ ^The^fyrst party e of the second book con- 
teyneth xvj chapytres and' speketh of the 
batayll doon by Olyuer & Fyerabras a 
meruayllous geaunte. 12 

^ How in a place which was called' monny- 
onde charles abode folowyng' the warre 
ayenst the paynems, after a lytel prologue. 

f The fyrst chapytre. 16 

IHaiie spoken tofore in the fyrst book snperfycyaDy 
of the first kyng of fraunce baptysed, in descend- 
yng* after my purpoos ynto Kynge charles of whome 
may not we] be recounted the valyaunce of hym and of 20 
hys barons, whych were named & called pyeres of 
fraunce. Of whome & of their behauyng* I shal make 
mencion after that I shal mowe conceyue by trouthe, 
All the flrtt book but thys that I haue tofore wryton I hane taken it onte 24 
inted from the of an autentyko book named " myrrour hystoryal *' andf 
2»towa!«; in anncyent cronycles, And hane onelye translated 

them onte of latyn in to frensshe. And the mater 
the second book folowyng whyche shal be the second book is of a 28 

I hair A flT'BTlAlAtAd ^_ 

from an old Romaunce maad of thauncyent facyon wy thoute grete 

called *Ke»- ordynaunce in frensshe wherof I haue been encyted for 
to reduce in prose by chapytres ordeyned. which book 
after somme ^and moost comunely is called " Fyera- 32 
bras," by cause that thys Fyerabras was so meruayllous 
a geaunte as I shal make mencyon whyche was van- 

» col. 2. * B viij. 



bras,' 



XUJ^ NAMES AND TITLES OF THE D0U2EFEBES. 39 

quysshed by Olyuer, Andf at the laste baptysed & 
waa afte1^ ^ saynt in heuen. Aud! in effect it speketh 
of tliat bataylle and of the relyques conquered! whiche 

4 had ben taken of rome and were in the puyssaunce 
of the admyrall whyche was fader of fyerabras. wher- 
fore in thys book folowyng I ne entende but onely and have only 
to reduce thauncyent ryme in to prose Ss to deuyde the andent rime into 

8 Diater by chapytres in the best ordynaunce that I slial ^^^' 
conne, wythoute to adiouste ony thynge that I haue withont adding 

. anything* 

' not founde in the book competent, & in lyke wyse as I 
idlal fynde I shal reduce. Andf thys book is applyecB to 

12 thonour of Olyuer one partye, Not-wythstondyng that 
theire ben many other maters. For I suppose that ol 
eueriehe of the barons pryncypal of themperour Charles The Peers of 
whyche ben say<J comynly in n ombre xij or xiij, ancJ commonly said to 

16 pyeres of Fraunce, whyche were capytaynes of thexcer- ' 

cy te and moche stronge and valyaunte of theyr persones^ 
& were grete lordes and noblei. But of the lordes were more than 

that number. 

valyaunte capytaynes were more thaii xiij after that I 
20 fynde. Fyrst there was rolland, Erie of Cenonia, sone They were 

Roland, 

of myllon ^erle and of dame berthe propre syster of 
kyng* Charles: After hym was Olyuer Erie, sone of Oliver, 
Beyner of gennes, which Reyner was also at thexcersy te 
24 of kyng* charles : After hym Rychard of Normandye, Richard, 
Garyn duck of Lorayn, Gefl&roy lord of bourdeloys, Garin, oeoifrey, 
Hoel Erie of I^au»tes^ Ogyer the danois, kyng of Howei,ogier, 
denmarke, Lamberd piynce of bruxellys, Kaymes Duk i-ambert, 

rto • Naymes, 

28 of bauyer, Thiery due of ardanne, Basyn of beneuoys, TWery, Basin, 
Guy of bourgoyne, Caudeboy kyng* of Fryse, Ganellon oaneion, 
whych dyd the treson at the ende of the iij book at 
rounoyuale, Sampson duk of bourgoyne : Also there sampeon, 

32 was Ryol du mauns, Alory, & guyllermet the scot and Raoui, aioHs, 

and Guyllermet* 

many other that were subgettes to Charles. And not- 

"wythstondyng* that they were not alwaye with hym 

Xk^ that I haue tofoie namod w«i9 sdwaye redy for to 

' col. 2. 




40 OF FIEBABRAS THE SARACEN, THE SON OF THE SULTAN BALAlT. 

doc his commaiindement. And the mcost parte of them 
that I haae tofore named were wyth hym contynuellj. 



% Of Fyerabras how he came to excyte thex- 
cersyte of Charles : capitulo [j] 4 

iHe admyral of spayne named ballan, a paynym 
moche grete & puyssauwt of body andf of peple, 
Fierabras, son of JL. hacl a sone * named Fyerabras the moost meruayl- 
mighty giant. (50) ^ous geaunt that euer was seen borne of moder, for of 8 
the gretenes & hugenes of hys body and also of his 
strengthe to hym was none like, the whyche was 
He was king of kyng< of Alexandrye Ss helde vnder hym the contree of 
Babylon, Rossia, babylone vnto the rede see, and he was lord of roussye, 12 

and Jernsalam. p /> n o 11. ti. 

(66) & of coulloygne, & more ouer vnder hym was Iheru- 

salem, & reteyned the holy sepnlcre of our lord Ihesu 
Cryst : & by hys grete puyssauwce entred on a tyme in 
to Rome where he dyd moche euyl & bare awaye the 16 
holy crowne of our lord & the holy naylles & other 
relyques ynoughe, Of whome thys book shal in thende 
recouwte how they were recouerd. And he was called 
Fyerabras of alexandrye, whyche after that many warres 20 
& bataylles were maad in Mormyonde bytwene the 

ThisFierabras paynyms and thexcersyte of Charles Thys fyerabras 

np to the*«unp of mocho dyssolute came rydyng by grete furonr for to 
' ^ fynde somme cristen man for to fyght ayenst hym ; & 24 

came vnto the lyces of Kynge Charles moche furyous 
and eschauffed as he shold fyght al armed and wel 
foumysshed of wepen, & was ryght euyl contente that 
he fonde no persone to whome he myght fyght, & nygh 28 
vnto the lyces he went to beholde the armes •f them- 
perour charles ^ whyche were of the aygle shynyng*, 

wishing to find Aud he sware by Mahommet his god & by his my3t 

some Christian ■, . t 11. t Aitttt-Ht»t oaa 

to fight with him. that he wold neuer departe tyU he had foughten & 32 
made batayll to somme crysten man. And he seeyng 

' B viij, back. • col. 2. 



FIERABRAS CHALLENGES ANY SIX OF THE FRENCH KNIGHTS. 41 

that no man cam to hym began to crye with an hye 
voys : " kyng of Parys, coward withoiite hardynesse, 
sende to luste ayenst me somme of thy barons of He challenges 

4 frannce the moost stronge & the moste hardy, as ouver, (ee) 
RoUand, olyner, Thyerry, or ogyer the danoys; & 
8 were to the by my god Mahon that I shal not refuse 
vnto the nombre of vj or vij that they shal be receyued? or any six or 

8 of me. and yf thou make to me reffose of thys that I knighte. (102) 
of the demaunde I promyse the that tof ore or it be nyjt 
thou shalt of me be assaylledf & dyscomfytecJ & I shal 
smyte of thy heed as meschaunt withoute ony fayllyng' ; 
12 and after I shal lede with me Rolland? & Olyuer vnhappy, 
meschaunt, & caytyfs. For oultragyously & f olyly as euyl 
an(J olde thou hast enprysed to come in to thys contreye 
wherfro thou shalt haue cause hastely to departe." These He uke« off hi« 

i/» -1 ^iit 11-11 1 anns and lies 

Id wordes or semblable spoken Fyerabras wente hym vnto down undent 

tree (90) 

the shadowe of a tree and laye there & dysarmed hym 
of the armes of whyche he was cladde, andf bonde his 
hors vnto a tree, and whan he was thus at his ease he 

20 began to crye ^ with an hye voys ; " o charlemayn, and repeats wt 
kyng. of Parys. where art thou now whome I hane t^"^ 
thys day so ofte callecJI wythoute more lenger delaye 
sende to luste ayenst me rolland or Olyuer, of whom 

24 thou makest so grete counte and been so valyaunte, or 
ogyer the danoys whom I haue herde preyse(J. And yf 
perauenture one of them dare not come allone hardyly 
late come the two or thre or foure of the moost valyaunt- 

28 est and that they be courageous hardy and wel armed. 
And yf the four dare not come late come fyue. For 
vnto the nombre of vj of the moost valyauntest of thyn 
excersyte I shal not refuse. And I thynke not to 

32 retome tyl they be confused and destroyed by me. for 
be ye sure that it shal neuer be to me reproche that I 
be fugytyf for ony frensshe man lyuyng*. I haue here He declares he has 

already slain ten 

tof ore put to deth by the valyaunce of my persone ten kings in single 

oombat. (106) 

■ Cj. 



42 CHARLES DEMANDS THE NAME OF THE BOASTFUL STBANOEB. 

kynges of grete pnjssaunce, and that they coude not 
lesyste ageynst my strengthe in no wyse. 



Charles enquires 
who the strange 
kuight is. (lis; 



Richard tells 
him. (ISO) 



Charles swears 
that one of his 
knights shall 
accept the 
challenge, (187) 



% How Richard* of Normandye sayd' to 
Charles what maner man Fyerabras w.as : 4 
ca. iij 

ASBone as fyerabras haci f ynys6he<$ hys woides the 
Empeponr Charles whyche ^wel hacJ h^e hym 
meraaylle<} moche of hys langage, Andf demaundedf 8 
Eychardf of Normandye what was that Tuike that so had 
cryedf wyth soo hye a voys vpon the valyaunce of hys 
persone. For kyng Charles sayc? : " I haue wel herk- 
ened what he hath said that he sBal not fayle to fyght 12 
ayenst vj of the moost valyauntest of myn excersyte." 
To whome KycharJ Duke of normandye ansnerd : " Syr 
kyng, thys is a man meraaylloas ryche and one of the 
strengest home of moder : And he is a sarasyn of so 16 
grete fyerste that he ne preyseth kyng ne erle ne none 
other persone of the world." 

IT Whan Charles vnderstood hym he began to clawe 
his heed, And sware by Saynt Denys of fraunce that 20 
he shold not ete ne neuer drynke tyl one of the pyeres 
of fraunce stiold goo luste ageynst hym, And demaunded 
of Rychard of Normandye how thys Paynym was 
named. IT Rychard answerd : " syr Emperour, this 24 
paynym nameth hym self Fyerabras, which is moche to 
redoubte and hath done moche harme to^ crysten men. 
He hath slayn the Pope, hanged abbottes^ monkes, and 
nonnes, and hath deffuled chyrcbes. H And he hath 28 
robbed & taken awaye the holy crowne of our lord and 
many other relyques ^for whome ye take grete payne. 
And he holdeth Iherusalem in grete subjectyon And 
the holy sepnlcre wherin god was buryed." Wherupon 32 
Charles ansuerd : " of thys that thou hast sayd to me I 

^ col. 2. » Ed. or. ' C j, back. 




CHARLES WISHBS ROLAND TO FIGHT, BUT HE REFUSES. 43 

am more Angry than I was, but knowe thou for certayn 

I sfialle neuer haue loye tyll that my desyre be accom- and that he win 

•^ '^ J J never rest till 

plyssbec) and that he be vaynquysahecf." AncJ of that «>me one does 
4 fayt al the frenssbe men were commoeuedf and troubled 
Anc^ ther was not one that presentee^ hym for to goo to 
hym. An($ whan charles sawe that noo peisone was o£ 
courage for to goo an<J fyght agenst thys geaunt Fyera- 
8 bras He sayd^ to EoUancJ : " My dere neuewe, I praye caiaries asks 

•^ "^ / o RoUnd to accept 

that thou dyspose the for tassaylle thys turke & that the challenge, 
thou doo there thy deuoyr." 



^ Of the answer of RouUand to the Emperour 
12 sodeynlye and' what it was : capitulo iiij 

Han themperour Charles had spoken thus our- 
toydy vnto his neuewe RoUand, Folyly & wyth- 
oute reason EollancJ answerdf hym thus: "Fayr bat Roland re- 

" ftises, (145) 

16 vncle, spekeneuer to me therof, For I had? leuer that ye 
were confused? andl dysmembred than I shold take 
ar-^mes or hors for to luste lyke as ye say. For on the 
last day that we were so nyghe taken of the paynyms, 

20 that is to say of moo than fyfty thousand, we yonge 
knyghtes bare the burthen and sufi&ed? many mortal 
strokes, of whych olyuer my felowe is quasi hurt imto 
the deth. For yf ye had not be socoured of vs the hole 

24 destructyon had been of vs and thende : & whan we reminding charies 
repayred and were in our lodgys for to take reste at sneered at inm 
euen, whan ye were wel dronken ye maad auaunte ^nionJ th^pre- 
openlye that the olde and auncyent knyghtes whyche ^***"* "*^^'' ^^^^ 

28 ye had broujt wyth you for to ayde vs had moche better 
borne them in the fayt of armes and had more stronge 
bataylle than the yonge knyghtes. H And euery man 
knoweth wel how I was that euenyng^ assembled and 

32 wery of trauaylle that I took in that day. And by my 
faders soule that was euyll sayd of you. H And now it 
shal be knowen how the olde & auncyent knyghtes shal 



u 



CHARLES ORDERS ROLAND TO DEATH. 



Charles In a rage 
strikes him in 
tlie face with his 
gauntlet. (166) 



Roland draws his 
sword (168) 
on hia uncle. 



Charles orders 
him to be 
seized, (176) 



but no one dares 
to approach 
him. (181^ 



bere them, for "by god whyche ought to haue al in his 
Bubjectyon there is noo yonge man in my companye that 
euer shal be in my fauour and? loue yf he take vpon hym 
to luste ageynst the Paynym.*' Also sone as Eoullancf 4 
had spoken that words Themperour hys vncle hauyng 
inoche Indignaciow therat ^ smote hym thwarte the vysage 
wyth hys ryght gauntelet^ that hys nose breste a blood? 
habundaiintly of the stroke. Thenne Roulland in a 8 
grete furye sette honde on hys swerde whan he sawe 
hys bloocf, ancJ hacf smeton hys vncle yf he had? not be 
lette by them that were presente. And? whan Charles 
eawe thentencyon of RouUancJ he was meruayllously 12 
abasshecP & saycJ : " gocf of heuen, who wold haue 
thought that I shold? haue ha<J vylonye of Holland? my 
neuew whyche been knytte to-gyder in one fayth ayenst 
our aduersaryes 1 AncJ he cometh rennyng* agenst me 16 
wyth affectyon mortal — He that is moost nexte of my 
blood and lignage that here is present, AncJ that more 
sonner shold socoure me than ony other ! H Now I 
beseche Go<J that on the crosse suffred? passyon that this 20 
day he be punysshed as he is worthy." And? this said 
in a grete f urour he comaundecJ the frensshe men & 
sayd? to them anone : '* take ye hym, for I shall neuer 
ete tyl he be delyuerd to deth." Whan the frensshe 24 
men vnderstood? the commaundem[e]nt of Charles for to 
haue accomplysshecJ it that one loked? vpon that other 
for to see who wold? sette fyrst honde vpon hym. And 
whan Roullan<J sawe the fayt he withdrewe hym a litel 28 
a-parte ^wyth hys swerde in hys honde, cryeng* with an 
hyghe voys and sayeng< to theym : " yf ye be wyse holde 
you stylle, For I make a-vowe to god? that yf ony of you 
moeue to come to me I shal make of hys heed? two 32 
partes." wherfore there was not one that durst ne that 
was soo hardy to meue ageynst hym in malyce but were 
ryght sory & euyll contelite of theyr debate, and there- 
1 y. 'Ed. gauntetet. ^ col. 2. 
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OGIER INTERPOSES. THE AUTHOR'S REPROOF TO CHARLES. 45 

vpon the noble Ogier came swetelye to Roulland an<J Ogier interposes 
Bay(J to hym : " Syr Eoullan^, me semeth ye doo not JlaiJi. (ws)* 
wel for to angre thus your vncle the emperour, whom 

4 by reason ye ought aboue alle other to loue ancJ defende 
& also supporte." Roulland? answerdi, whyche thenne 
was refraynecJ of hys Ire ; " Syr Ogyer, I promyse you 
for a lytel fayt I was determyned? to a grete oultrage 

8 wythoute aduys ancJ enclyned, wherof now I am sory 
and me repenteth.*' 

% How the kyng charles and' Roulland' been 

repreued' by the auctour and' somwhat 

12 excused' vpon the debate aforesayd' : ca. v 

Pon the debate of themperour an^ RolIan(J hys The author'i 
neuewe I wyll a lytjl tarye, ancJ speke fyrst to and'oiariofc *" 
^the kyng* Charles, whyche haste be Instructe 

16 syth thyn Infancye in alle scyences ful of maners digne 
of commemoracyon : whiche knewest the constaunce of 
the auncyents and? the mutabylyte of the yonge peple. 
why saydest thou on the euene that the auncyent and? 

20 olde knyghtes in the warre of that day hacJ borne them 
better thaw the yonge knyjtes 1 And? thou knewest wele 
that Olyuer was gretely hurte by hys valyaunce, in 
suche wyse that he kepeth hys bedde. An<J aLso Rol- Charles ought to 

24 lancJ thy neuewe had borne the grete burthen of the the nobie deeds of 
bataylle. And yf he had? spoken folily thou oughtest ws youth, 
to haue 8npporte<J hys fyrst moeuyng' whiche is not in 
the puyssaunce of a man. yf thou haddest taken aduys 

28 at the word? that sayth : " Vindictam differ donee per- 

transeat furor : That is to say thou oughtest to dylate and should have 

m «i 1 A * ^. rm ^ T ^ restrained hia 

thy vengeaunce tyll the furour be passed, Thou sholdest anRer, even 
not haue smyton RoUand, Sythe whan he sayd euyl it "^uouT 
32 was wythout aduys of grete dycrescyon. thou smotest 
hym semblably, wythout aduys he drewe hys swerde 

' C ij, back. 



46 THB author's rebuke TO ROLAND. 

ayesst the, And t/hongh thou haddest not smeton hym 
thoa myghtest well haue reprehended hym of his offence. 
Thou oughtest to remembre ecclesyastes whyche sayth : 
<'Kichil agas in operibos inimie:** whan ^a man re- 4 
ceyueth wronge & Iniury^ it is not good that he doo 
that whyche he may doo. And also it is whan a per- 
son© hath wel doon hys deuoyr, And of hym of whome 
he ought to haue hys thanke and preysyng* is blamed, 8 
of soo moche the more is he euyll contente and wrothe. 
For hys fayt is reputed for nought. In lyke wyse was 
it of Eolland whyche tiiought ixloiq to haue be alowed 
& preysed for the grete deuoyr that he dyd than to here 1 2 
that the Emperour sayd that tholde knyghtes had doon 
better than the yonge. but now I wyl retorne to the, 
Roland ought to EoUaud, whiche hast been so noble. Fro whens cometh 

hare remembered .,i- , , % i /• 

therMpeethe ui the suche audacyte to speke ageynst thyn vncle 16 
whyche hath allwaye doon so wel to the that hys werkes 
been worthy to be rem^mbredl To hym which is 
emperour Kynge of Fraunce and lord of so grete cremeur, 
and to thyn vncle as taken debate and ansuerd out- 20 
rageously was it not reason that thou oughtest to suffre 
hym, and he not the 1 yf he smote the wyth hys gaunte- 
let by maner of correetyon oughtest thou to drawe thy 
swerde to hym ? Thou hast not in rememberaunce the 24 
obeyssaunce of ysaac whyche he had to hys fader : thou 
were not aduysed of thys that thappostle saith : " ye 
yonge men ^kepe your courage And put not the furour 
therof in exersite.** yf the Emperour for hys dysporte 28 
preysed thauncyent knyghtes y«t sayd he not that thou 

aooordingtothe haddest not doon weL H And Saynt Poule sayth in 

words of St. Paal : - ^ i i i i i • 

•Rebakenotan hys cpystle, that a Tuan ehold not repreue hym that is 

elder, l)ut entreat ,-i, »/.i. i. e%rk 

him as a father.' more auncyeut than hym self, but a man ought to en- 32 
tretene and supporte hym as his fader, but the dede is 
suche that a persone reputeth not an Iniurye to hym 
sayd to be lytel ne yf he be hurte that he be pacyept : 

' col. 2. * C iij. 
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Wherfore it is good to thynke tofore or he apeke it, And 
gladly to doo ne say thynge but yf it be good. 

^ How Olyuer was dyspoaed to fyght agenst 
Fyerabras, notwythstondyng that he was 
hurt, after many wordes : capitulo vj 

Oche wroth was Charles wyth Eclland hys cimriesftiipMisto 
neuewe And sayd to hys Peres of Fraunce : gettie who sh-u 
" Lordes, how I am in dyuers thoughtes of JJJJ^. (i^J 
my neuewe Holland, whyche wold haue Iniuryed my 
persone, To whome I had more affyauwce than to ony 
man lyuyng* ! I wote neuer whome I ought to loue, ne 

12 whome I ought to hate. And yet fnrther-^more I haue 
noo man now present for to luste ageynst thys Paynym 
that hath chalenged me." IF Thenne aroos vp tofore Nnymes tries to 
hym Naymes the Due of bauyers whych sayd to the ° **' "*• 

16 kyng : " Syr Emperour, I praye you & requyre that ye 
leue these wordes noyonses. Alle shal be wel And 
another shal goo luste ageynst the sarasyn.^' But neuer- 
theles the kyng* was in grete thought, For there was 

20 none that wold goo ne take it on hym. IF Incontynente Oliver hem how 
the tydynges of the debate of charles and Eolland were toaowptthe""" 
brought to Olyuer, whyche was in another place seek *^*'*^'®"8«. (soe) 
in hys bedde. And <also how Fyerabras was conien 

24 And that there was no persone present wyth the kynge 
for to luste ayenst hym. And hereupon the noble erle 
Olyuer, replenysshed wyth a noble courage and wyth 
An ardaunt desyre for to playse the kynge, whan he had 

28 hwde these tydynges aroos oute of hys bedde and began He caii« for hia 

, o 1 * • ftnns. (210) 

for to scratche ani strayne hys armes and to fele yi it 
were possyble to hym to here armes. 

And he thus dooyng* his wou7zdes began newely to hu wound* break 

•^ ° o V outafreah, 

32opene that the blood sprange oute of the dystresse. 

IT And not wythstondyng* alle that as he that sette not 

moche therby 

' col. 2. 
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OLIVER ARMS HIMSELF AND RIDES TO CHARLES TENT. 



and his eeqalre 
remonstrates with 
him, (220) 
but in vain. 



Oliver insists. 



and Garin helps 
him to arm, (234) 



and brings him 
his horse. (210) 



Oliver mounts, 
(241) 



talces his arms. 



For the grete loue and desyre ^that he had to the 
kyng' [he] dyd do bynde hys woundes the beste wyse 
he myght and after sayd to garin his sqnyer that he 
shold brynge hym hys armes, For he wold arme hym 4 
for to goo lust ayenst the saresyn. To whome garyn 
eayd : " syr Olyuer, in thonour of god take pyte of your 
owne persone. For me thynketh ye wil willynggly slee 
your self.*' Olyuer sayd to hym : " do my commaunde- 8 
ment no man ought to tarye to seche hys honour and 
auauncement and renommee. And wyth good ryght I 
may employe my self for to serue my prynce and syn- 
guler lord, and sythe that I see that noo frensshe man 12 
auaunceth hym I shall not faylle at the poynte, for the 
comyn prouerbe sayth : ' At nede a man knoweth hys 
frende.' Now anone brynge to me myn annes wyth- 
oute more taryeng*.*' And so Olyuer dyd doo arme 16 
hym by the sayd Garyn hys squyer, whiche sette on his 
legge hamays, hys hawberke, hys helme, and hys har- 
nays necessarye. And whan he was alle furnysshed he 
took hys swerde named hauteclere, the whyche swerde 20 
he moche loued. 

After brought he hym hys hors the moost specyall 
that he loued whyche was named Ferraunt despaygne. 
And whan he was brought tofore hym alle sadled ^and 24 
brydled The loly and gentyl Olyuer sprange in to the 
sadle wythoute settynge foot in the styrop, and sette 
hys shelde at hys ease and in hys honde a myghty 
spere & sharpe whych garyn took tp hym. And after 28 
smote the hors wyth the sporres so harde that in the 
leepyng* he maad hys hors to bo we vnder hym. It was 
a good syght to see Olyuer on horsback wyth a moche 
fyers countenaunce. And they that were presente by- 32 
sought Ihesu Cryst our redemar that he shold take hym 
in hys kepyng. For in that day he shold fyght ageynst 
the moost stronge and moost fyers paynym that euer 
* C iij, back. * col. 2, 
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was born of moder or eaer was in thys worldl, That is 
Eyerabras of Alexandrye, sone of tbe admyral Ballant 
of spayne, of whome we sHalle see by the playsyr of 

4 go(J the termynacyon after. IT He beyng* thus on 
horsback in grete poynt vpon hys vysage and vpon his 
body he maad! the sygne of the crosse in the name of 
Ihesus ancJ commaunded? hym self to the wylle of cod, commends him- 

8 whyche that day shold? be to hym in comforte an^ ayde 
after hys good entencyon. And of euery man he was 
byseen and knowen that he had hys hert hole in hys 
body for to do grete feat of armes : & so rode forth ^^ rf^es 
12 vnto the lyces of ^themperour Charles with whom was tent.(257> 
the Due naymes, guyllam de scot, Gerard de mondy- 
dyer, and Ogyer the danoys, wyth other barons of 
fraunce^ : & emonge alle other there was Eolland moclie Roland regreu 

his refusal of th« 

16 sorouful of the wordes that he had ayenst his vncle the challenge, (sw; 
kyng, for gladly he wold haue doo the bataylle yf he 
had not wythsayed it tofore the kyng* whan he was 
requyred. Thus Olyuer beyng* seen tofore Charles was 

20 moche alowed & preysed of one and other & moche 
aflfectuously byholden. And the said olyuer put doun 
his helme and byhelde the lodgyce of the kyng*, And 
reuerently came & salewed hym, and after sayd to hym : Oliver saiatea 

24 "Noble emperour, puyssau7?t, redoubted, and my syn- 
guler lord, I beseche you to here me ye know wel that 
there ben iij yeres past that I haue been in your 
seruyce and haue had of you no rewarde ne wages. I 

28 you supplye with al myn herte that now ye wyll rewarde reminds him of 
me wyth a yefte that I shal desyre." To whom the flathM wnrioes, 

(268) 

kyng ansuerd : " Olyuer, noble erle, I assure to you by 
my fayth that I shal do it wyth a good wylle. And 
32 assone as we shall be in fraunce there is neyther cyte, 
borugh, ne castel that ye wyl haue ne none other thyng* 
that to me is possyble & faysyble that shal be denyed 
to you." " Syr kyng," said * Olyuer, " 1 am not comen 
* C iiij. « Ud. Freunce. » col. 2. 
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50 CHARLES IS OBLIGED TO GIYE OLIVER LEAVE TO ENGAGE FISRABBAS. 



and demands to 
be allowed to 
accept the chal- 
lenge of Fiera- 
bras. y,i81) 



Charles remon- 
strates with 
hiiu. (292) 

Charles positively 
refuses his per- 
mission to Oliver, 



but Gandon 

insists that, 

according to the 
law, Oliver must 
fight Fierabras. 



Charles is obliged 
to consent, 



to you for to demaunde suche thynge. But I demaunde 
and lequyre of you the bataylle ayenste the pajnaym so 
oute of mesure. And at thys houre I graunte to you 
alle my goodes and? seruyces & for this yef te to be quyte 4 
of them." whan the frensshe men hadi herde Olyuer 
they were all abassbed of hys prowesse & eche of them 
loked on other and said emonge them: "A! saynt 
marie, what hath Olyuer founden, whyche is hurt quasi 8 
to deth & wyl now goo to fyght and? bataylle V* "0 
Olyuer," answerd? diaries, " thou hast loste thy wytte, 
For thou knowest wel that wyth a spere heed square 
and? sharpe thou hast be hurte and wounded mortally 12 
and now thou wylt abandonne thy self to a gretter 
dauDger mortall. beware ! Eetorne, and take thy reste. 
For truste well that for noo thynge I shal suffre the to 
do that fayte sythen that thou arte not presently in 16 
helthe of thy body." Vpon thys poynte aroos ganellon 
and Andrewe the traytres that dyd the trayson as the 
laste book shall make mencyon. 

IT And Ganellon sayd: "Syr Kyng*, ye haue or- 20 
deygned in Fraunce that it, whyche by ij of vs is 
luged, ought to be holden, and so is it that we \j luge 
& ordeyne that Olyuer shaUe goo and doo ^the bataylle." 
wherfore the kyng* ful of maltalente, wyth coloure 24 
chaunged, answerd : " Ganellon, thou arte of euyll dys- 
posycyon wythoute spekyng that whyche is honourable. 
Sythe it so is he shal doo the bataylle & it may none 
otherwyse be but that he be dede. But I swere to the 28 
my trouth that yf he be taken or put to deth al the 
gold of the world shal not saue the but that 1>hou shalt 
dye a vylaynous deth & I shal destroye thy lygnage." 
" Syr Emperour," sayd Ganellon, " god and our lady 32 
kepe me ; " & after the traytre sayd to hym self secretly : 
" God forbede that euer Olyuer retorne but that he haue 
hys heed smyton of." and whan themperour sawe that 

^ iiij, back. 




II. Vii.] REYNER APPEALS TO CHARLES, BUT IN VAIN, 51 

he myght not gaynsaye but that olyiier sfeold goo and 

doo the bataylle ayenst Fyerabras he sayd : " I praye »nd give* oiiver 

J, A •• - , W» glove. 

god? of the fyrmamente gyue the grace to do wel & that 
4 thou mayst retorne wyth loye," And took hys ryght 
gloue and threwe it to Olyuer, the which he receyued 
wyth grete desyre & wylle in thankyng* hym ryght 
humbly and takyng leue of al moche swetely. 

8 ^ How Olyuer was requyred' by his fader 
reyner that he shold not fyght wyth the 
geaunt, but for al that he went forth : 
ca. vij 

"Han that Olyuer was lycenced for to goo do 
hys bataylle and was redy to departe, Reyner 
of genes hys fader came to the kyng and by 
grete compassyon kneled doun at hys feet and sayd : Reyner appeals to 

16 "Syr kyng, I crye you mercy haue pyte of my sone aiiowouverto 
and me. I say as for me ye wyl al dyscomforte me ^ 
whan I see that my sone gooth to perdycyon seeyng 
the daunger that hys persone is in. I say also that ye 

20 take pyte of his presumptuous yongthe, of hys desyre 
ouer couetous, and of hys body wounded dau7igerously. 
ye knowe wel that a man that is hurte so sore and that 
hath loste of hys blood may not wel endure bataylle.'' 

24 But Reyner loste hys payne, For the kyng had gj^uen but in vain, 
to hym hys gloue in sygne of lycence, And not-wyth- 
stondyng* these wordes doubted no thyng* but that he 
shold wel do hys deuoyr and valyauntly. And yet 

28 ageyn reyner requyred the kyng and sayd : " Syr kyng, 
in thonour of hym that for vs deyed on the crosse 
sufi&e not my sone to lust. Alas ! whan I shal haue Reyner afmin 
lost my sone where shal I become ] and ye may wel appeuu. 

32 fynde other for to take thys bataylle in honde." Them- 
perour Charles answerd : " Reyner, ye knowe wel that 

* col. 2. 



Oliver bids hia 
comrades fare- 
well. 



52 OLTVER BlDES UP TO FIERABRAS AND DEMANDS HIS NAME. [ll. vIlL 

I may not gaynsaye that I haue to hym grauntedl. For 
in sygne of ly-^ceTice I haue gyuen hym my gloue, 
wherof Oljruer was coiitente." & thenne Olyuer sayd 
wyth an hye voys tofore alle the people : " Syr kyiig», 4 
an(J alle ye barons, I beseche you alle of a yefte, that 
is that I requyre you yf I haue mesprysed or mysdoon 
in dede or in worde ony ayenst you that in the name 
of gocJ ye pardowne me." whan the frenssh men herde 8 
hym so speke There was none but that he wepte ten- 
derly, an(J soo takyng* hys leue wyth his stand ar(J 
Charles gives him reyse(J The kyng* blessyd hym in makyng the sygne of 

his blessing. . i « 

the crosse, And wepyng comauwded hym in the kepyng 12 
of the fader of the sone & of the holy ghoost. 



Oliver rides ap to 
Fierabras, (8M) 



and demands hia 
name. (851) 



Fierabras tells 
him, and boasts 
of his exploits. 
(362) 




% How Olyuer spake to Fyerabras, whyche 
sette noo thynge by hym, with other dis- 
putacions : capitulo viij 16 

Lyuer departed? & rode forth on hys waye & taryeiJ 
not tyl that he cam where as fyerabras was, which 
was al vnarmecf andl laye in the shadowe. an<J 
whan Olyuer had? aresonnedl hym The paynym tomecH 20 
his heed ayenst hym and? cJaynecJ vnnethe to loke on hym. 
For he setted nought by hym by- cause he was so lytel 
of stature to the regarde of Fyerabras. And? thenne 
Olyuer said to the sarasyn : " Awake, thou, ^thou hast 24 
thys day so ofte callecJ vs that I am come hyther. AncJ 
I praye the that thou telle to me thy name." Fyerabras 
ansnerd to hym : " by Mahoun, my god, to whome I 
owe honour I am the moost ryche man that is in the 28 
worl(J borne. Fyerabras of alexandrye am X named : I 
am he that thou knowe that dycJ doo destroye rome 
your cyte, & slewe the Pope and? many other and bare 
awaye the relyques that I there founde, For which ye 32 
take grete payne an(J laboure to recouer them. And 

» C V. » col. 2. 
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furthermore I holde Iherusalem tliafc fayre cyte, ancJ the 
sepulcre in whych your gocJ reste<J." Olyuer ansuerd : 
** by my fayth, I haue gladly herde the say that whyche 
4 thou hast saycJ. And yf it be trouthe that thou hast 
say(J for certeyn now thou mayst repute thy self well 
vnhappy and? myschaunt. Now wy thoute more talkyng< ouver bids him 

arm himself* 

make the redy and arme the . seest thou yonder the (sm) 
8 frensshe men that doo no thynge but byholde vs 1 
wherfore depesshe the, or^ by the god on whome I by- 
leue I shalle smyte the there as thou lyest." whan Fyer* 
abras herde that he spake soo hardyly he began to 

12 lawhe and say(J: "I am wel admeruayllecJ fro whens 
that Cometh to the suche presumpcion to speke so 
hastyly, but for trouthe I shal not remeue fro hens 
tyll 2 1 knowe who thou arte and? of what lygnage. 

16 And whan thou hast tolde to me thy name thou shalt Fierabras asks his 

name and rank* 

see me armecf." Olyuer ansuertJ to hym : " O paynem, (888) 
know thou for trouthe that or it be nyght thou shalt 
knowe what I am. by me sendeth to the charles the 
20 Emperour, my redoubted? lorcJ, that for the conservacion' oiirer caiis on 

Fierabras to 

of thy body and the saluacyon of thy soule thou leue renoanoe Maho- 
the creaunce of thy god! Mahoun, & of other ydolles, 
whyche ben but abuayon and? decepcyon : whych haue 
24 neyther wytte, ne reason, ne feelyng, ne good? vnder- 
stondyng . wherfore that thou enclyne the to consente 
and thynke fro hens forth to byleue in god almyghty and repeats th« 

articles of the 

the holy Trynyte, the fader, the sone, and the holy christian faith. 

28 ghoost, iij persones in one essence & of one wylle : 
whyche hath made heuen & erthe and al that there 
in dwelleth : whyche for our saluacion wold be borne 
of the vyrgyn marie. & whan thou shalt haue this 

32 byleue wyth the holy sacrament of baptesme, which is 
vpon this establysshed, thou mayst come to the glorye 
eternal, and yf thou do not lyke as I haue taught the 

' JEd. For. • C V, back. 
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OLIVER DBSORIBES CHARLES AND ROLAND. 



[ii. viii. 



Ffertbru is nxr- 
prised at his pre- 
BOinptioo, (408) 



ani asks him to 
describe Charles 
and the doaze- 
peres. (408; 



Oliver tells him - 
that Charles is 
withoat an eqaal. 



and again chal- 
langM him. (425) 



I am here redy to doo bataj^lle ayenst the, and of two 
thynges thou must doo that one. Fyrst, that thou 
departe oute of thys contree as ouercomen & to here 
nothyng with the, or thou must ^come and? fyght ayenst 4 
me For tenhaimce thy body & to susteyne thy fals 
lawe." Fyerabras answerc? : " whatsomeuer thou arte 
thou arte ouer presumptuous to haue Intencyon for 
to fyght ageynst me. For surely yf thou see me on 8 
fote wythoute armes thou shalt be wel hardy yf thou 
tremble not for drede to approche me. But by the go(J 
in whome thou byleuest Say to me what man is Charle- 
mayn, For it is long sythe I herde hym fyrst preysed! 12 
and? redoubted in many contrees : and also that I may 
haue tydynges of roUand & Olyuer, of Ogyer the danoys 
and of gerarde de mondydyer, For by my trouthe I 
wold fayn be acqueynted? with them." Olyuer ansuerd : 16 
" Paynym, vpon that thou me demaundest I telle to the 
that Charles themperour is so grete a maystre that there 
is no man in the World? may compare to hym, as wel 
for the valure of hys persone, of hys counceyl, & of hys 20 
maners, as of hys puyssaunce and rychesses Innumerable 
of regarde. Of hys neuewe Eolland he is wythoute 
pere, Olyuer lytel lasse than he ; and as for the other 
frensshe men emonge al people humayn they be valy- 24 
aunte men. but thyse wordes haue noo place here, 
depesshe the and? arme the. For by the god on whom I 
byleue yf thou ^auaunce the not I shalle smyte the wyth 
thys swerde of stele." Fyerabras began to lyfte vp hys 28 
heed and sayd : " By my god mahommet, yf I thought 
not that it shold be my dyshonour I shold now smyte 
of thy heed." Olyuer ansuerd : " I praye the leue thys 
pletyng', For or it be euen thou shalt knowe what I am, 32 
For certeyn I haue entencyon to plunge my swerde 
in thy bely." where vpon Fyerabras was not wroth, 
so moche noble was he, and rested hys heed vpon hys 

> col. 2. » C vj. 



II. Viii.] FIERABRAS ASKS OLIVER HIS NAME AND RANK. 65 

sRelde and? 8ay<} to Olyuer : "I sette not therby, but Pierabrw asks 
I pxaye the telle to me thy name & thy lygnage." (441) 
Olyuer sayd? to hym : " my name is garyn, and am ouver teiis him 

4 borne in perrogort, sone of a man called? losue, whyche knight. {4M) 
came that other day in to fraunce where I was adoubed! 
knyght by the noble kyng* Charles ancJ am ordeyned! 
for to defende hys ryght & also to fyght ayenst the. 

8 wherfor conclude wythoute more taryeng & arme the & 

take thy hors, for I am redy to doo the bataylle yf thou 

be soo hardy to abyde me." Fyerabras wold not con- 

sente to the bataylle, For hym thought that olyuer was 

12 to litel to luste ayenst hym and sayd? to hym : '* Garyn, 

I demaunde of the wherf ore is not comen hyther rollan(J Fierabraa asks 

him why Ogier or 

ne Olyuer or Gerarcf or Ogyer, whyche been of so grete ouver has not 
renommee ^as I haue herd? sayi Olyuer ansuerd : him. (454) 
16 "The cause wherf ore they be not comen to the is for onver says it k 

because they 

they sette nought by the & they haue desdayn to come, despise him. (457) 
but I am comen to the as he that taketh noo regarde 
to theyr Intencyon and? shal do the bataylle ayenst the 
20 yf thou wylt abyde it. But I swere to the by saynt 
Petre the appostle of Ihesu Cryst that yf thou arme the 
not I shal smyte the to the deth wyth thys darte that I 
holde in my honde." " Garyn," answercJ Fyerabras, " I Fierabras says h« 

never fights ex- 

24 shal say to the that sythe I was adoubed? knyght I cept with a king 
lusted neuer but ayenst a kyng*, an erle, or a baron of 
grete valure, and thou art departed of a lowe hous for to 
say that I shold? haue adoo wyth the : it shold? be to me 

28 ouer grete dyshonour yf thou were put to deth by me. but 
for the goodwylle that I knowe in the whych is moche 
noble I am contente that thou smyte me ancJ I shal falle 
doun to therthe, and? take thou my hors & my shelde but ofrers to giv« 

up his horse and 

32 and goo thou to kyng< Charles and say to hym that shield to ouver. 
thou hast vaynquysshed me. And yf I do thys for the 
I do to the grete amytye And thou oughtest for thys tyme 
to be contente." f On whiche wordes Olyuer coude 

> col. 2. 



56 PIERABRAS OFFERS TO CURE OLIVEr's WOUND, BUT HE REFUSES. 

not haue pacyence but tlig,t he sayd to hym : " Thy fayt 
lyeth in noo thynge but in wordes full of ^ f olysshe pre- 
snmpsyon. I am of thys intencion that byfore euen- 
songe tyme I shal make thy hede flee from thy sholdres. 4 
Oliver threatang I am none hare ne wylde beest for to be af erde, Andf 

him. (484) 

thou knowest the comyn prouerbe that sayth that there 
is a tyme of spekyng* ancf tyme of beyng< stylle, AncJ of 
one and? that other one may be repute(J a fool. Now 8 
come of & depesshe the of that I haue saycJ the or 
Fierabras aaks for ellys I sfial slee the." Fyerabras answerd : " I desyre 

one of thft duuze- 

peres. ne praye the of no thynge but that thou sende to me 

Eolland or olyuer or one of thother knyghtes of the 12 
rounde table. AncJ yf one of them be not hardy for to 
come, late come ij or iij or iiij attones For by me they 
shal not be refused." In makyng* these desputacyows 

He sees the blood Olyucr which sorc was hurte the day tofore his woundes 16 

nin from Oliver's 

wound, (497) opcne^ by force of rydyng* and? of chaufiyng" & bledde 
sore so that fyerabras sawe the blood renne doun by is 
knee, And demauwded of hym fro whens came that 

and fl8k8 if he is bloo(J that soo rcuncth doun to therthe : " I trowe thou 20 

wounded? Oliver 

says, "No." be hurte." Olyuer saycP : *^ I am not hurte but my hors 
is harde atte spore wherof he is blody." Fyerabras be^ 
helde & sawe it was not of the hors ancJ answercJ : 
" Cortes, garyn, thou say est not sooth for thou art hurte 24 
in thy body & I knowe it wel by the bloo(J that cometh 

Fierabras offers 2(joiin by thy knee : but see what I shal do for the : 

to cure him with 

the holy balm, there been two flagons hangyng* on the sadle of my hors 

whyche ben full of the bawme that I conquerecf in 28 
Iherusalem, & it is the same of whyche your god? was 
enbawmecJ wyth whan he was taken doun fro the 
crosse and? layed? in hys graue. hye the, an(J goo 
drynke therof, & I promyse to the that Incontynent 32 
thou shalte be hole and the?ine thou ehalt mowe defende 

but Oliver re- the wel wythoute daunger." IF Olyuer ansuerd that 

flises* 

he wolcJ not & that he sayd was folye. Thenne 
1 C vj, back. « col. 2. 




II. ix.] OLIVER DESCRIBES HIMSELF AND ROLAND TO FIERABRA& 57 

fyerabras ansuerd that he was a fool wj'thoute reason, 
And that it myghthappe to repente hym. 

^ How after many dysputacyons Olyuer ayded' 

i arme Fyerabras, and' of the ix meruayllous 

swerdes, And' how olyuer named' his name : 

ca. ix 

Han fyerabras had long abyden lyeng* wy th- Fierabras asks 
oute arysyng* for Olyuer he satte vp and? Roland a?d' 
after saycJ : " Garjni, I demaunde the wyth- ^^^' ^ 
oute hydyng* of what strengthe is Eolland & Olyuer 
that been soo moche redoubted of paynems, & of what 

12 gretenes ben they of 1 '* Olyuer answerd : " as towchyng ouvw teiia hinv 
to roUand he is a ly tel lasse of body than ^ I am, but of 
courage he is right hardy to fyght and so chyualrous 
that there is no man lyuyng in the world lyke to hym. 

16 For he neuer f aught yet ayenst ony man in the world 
but he vaynquysshed hym. and as for Olyuer thou 
mayst wel apperceyue that he is a man moche semblable 
and lyke to me and of the same gretenes that I am." 

20 Thenne sayd Fyerabras : " by the fayth that I owe to Fierabras says h« 
my god appollyn & to Termagaunt thou tellest to me a afraid of four 
thynge wherof I am moche abasshed. For yf they 
were suche foure as thou teUest to me I wold not refuse 

24 them ne leue them tyl I had put them to deth wyth my 
swerde." Olyuer coude no lenger forbore ne haue 
pacyence vnto the delayes of fyerabras but made redy 
to smyte hym, wherfore Fyerabras sayd to hym : " thou 

28 wylt haue no pyte on thyn owne persone,^ By mahoun 
my god yf I aryse & take my hors Charles thy kyng' ne 
alle thy goddes^ shal not redeme the but that thou shalt 
Incontynente be slayn. For onely yf thou see me tofore 

32 the on my feet thou s&alt be moche corageous yf thou 
tremble not for fere." 

* C vij. * JEd, personr. ' M, goodes. 



58 OLIVER AT LAST INDUCES FIEBABRA8 TO RISE. [ll. ix. 

Oliver at last II Oljuer answerd : "thou hast vaunted? the ouer- 

iiidttoes Fierabnu 

to rise. (546) longe to doo thyng whicho thou neuer sawest in thy 
lyue. For better it were to speke by mesure, for by 
ouer ^moche spekyng* otherwyse than trouthe may 4 
brynge the soone to myschyef." Herof was fyerabras 
strongely despyteous And roos on hys feet in a grete 

He Is 16 feet fyersnes, whyche was by comyn estymacyon xv foot 
longe. And yf he wold haue be baptysed and byleue in 8 
Ihesu Cryst ther had neuer be seen a man of his valure. 
And whan he was a-foot he had grete dysplaysyr by 
cause he had not a valyaunte man to luste agenst hym, 
and sayd to Olyuer ; " In trouthe I haue grete pyte of 12 
thyn affaire for the noblesse of the courage that I see in 

He bids Oliver go the. I am yet contente for this present tyme that thou 

back and send 

Roland, or Oifier, retome And sonde to me Rolland, or Olyuer, or Ogyer, 

(562) 

or Gerard de mondydyer, and expressely say to Olyuer 16 
that I shall not passe thys auauntgarde tyl I haue 

but Oliver refliflee. conqucrd hym." Olyuer myght no longer abyde the 
paynym for yf it had not be for hys honour he had 
smytew hym dyuers tymes vnarmed. And whan he 20 
must nodes fyght Fyerabras called Olyuer and prayed 
hym that he wold helpe to arme hym. Olyuer de- 

Pierabras asks mauuded yf he myght truste hym. Fyerabras ansuerd : 

to arm. " helpe me hardyly, For I swere and assure the that 24 

• neuer whyle I lyue shal I be traytour to no man 

Oliver does »o. lyuyng<." And vpon that promyse olyuer dyd his 
diligence ^to arme hym, and he took fyrst lether of 
arabye and cladde hym therwyth, & after hys cote Ss 28 
his habergeoTi of stele wele boucled & polysshed : & 
after sette on hys heed an helme garnysshed wyth 
precyous stones rychely. But wel consydered the 
facyon of thys paynym and of this cristen man there 32 

Was not this a was gTcto loyalto & curtosyo bytwene them whyche 

noble example of 

chivalry and wore assembled for 10 make mortal warre and eche to 

courtesy P 

slee other, and yet they dyd eche to other synguler 
' col. 2. « C vij, back. 



II. ix.] FIERABBAS TAKES HIS THREE SWORDS. ^9 

seruyce. Fyrst, the paynym had? grete pyte for to 
destroye Olyuer For he was not hya pere ne egal to 
the regarde of hys persone. AikJ on that other parte 

4 whan he sawe hym hurte and? the blood descende to 
therthe he wold haue gyuen to hym of the precyous 
bawme. Semblably Olyuer, whan he fonde hym dys- 
armedl he had? slayne hym wythoute grete payne yf he 

8 had wold, and after he was soo curtoys that lie ayded 
to arme hym that shold fytt ayenst hym. IT 0, what Wouid that there 

were such between 

grete loyalte of noblesse was bytwene them whyche aiichriBtian 
were of fayth and creaunce contrarye ! I suppose that 

12 god sfiold be wel pleased yf there were suche oonfyaunce 
emonge crysten men and so ful of naturel noblesse. 
But I retorne ageyn to my mater. Whan Fyerabras 
was wel armed be than-%ed moche Olyner, And after 

16 gyrde hys swerde named plourance.^ and in the arson Fierabnw taket 

his three swordiL 

of his sadyl he had tweyne other of whom that one was 
named baptysme and that other grabam, the whyche 
swerdes were maad in suche wyse that there was none 
20 hamoys but they wold breke and cutte a-sondre. And 
who that wyl demaunde the manyer how they were 
made & by whom [I wyl saye] after that whyche I 
haue found en by wrytyng*. IT Oq a tyme there were made by one of 

three brothers, 

24 thre brethem of one fader engendred, of whome that 
one was named Galaus, that other Munyfycans, & the 
thyrd was called Agnisiax. These iij brethern made 
ix swerdes, eche of them thre. Agnisiax the thyrd 

28 brother maad the swerde named baptesme, whiche 
had the pomel of gold and wel enameld, & also 
plourance,^ and after Grabam ; whyche thre swerdes 
fyerabras had as I haue sayd. Munyficans, that other 

32 brother, made another swerde whyche was named by another of 

whom Durendal 

durandal, Whyche Rolland had. that other was called and cortan were 

_ _. - made« 

sauuognye and that other Cortan whyche Ogyer the 

danoys had. IT And galaus, that other brother, maad 

* col. 2. ' Ed. plousance. 
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FIERABRAS WISHES OLIVER TO RETIRE. 



[ii. ix, 



and by the third 
Joyous and 
Floberge. 



Fierabras takea 
with him the two 
vessels of balm. 



Of the nature of 
his horse. 



Fierabras wishes 
Oliver to retire. 
(666) 



Oliver reftises. 
(666) 



Fierabras con* 
fines Oliver on hia 
fiiith and loyalty 
to reveal bis trae 
name. (637) 



the swerd that was named Floherge, another called 
haulteclere, and that other loyouse, whyche Charle- 
mayn had for a grete specyalte. and these ^ iij hrethem 
aforesayd were smythes & wrought the sayd swerdes. 4 
And in thys poynte Fyerabras mounted on hors backe 
And took hys two barylles by hym fal of bawme, And 
henge aboute his necke his shelde whiche was heuy and 
bended wyth yron and stele by memayllous strengthe. 8 
And in the myddle of the same shelde was paynted hys 
god Appollyn. and after that he had commaunded hym 
to hys god he took his spere in hys honde, whyche was 
sharpe & mortally heded with stele. It was meruaylle 12 
to see the corpulence of the sayd Paynym which sat on 
hys hors named feraunt of spayne, grete, thycke, & 
pommellyd, whyche had a specyal condycyon : For whan 
his mayster in fyghtyng put to the grounde hys aduer- 1 6 
sarye this hors maad gretter warre wythout comparyson 
than hys mayster. and thus they beyng on horsbick 
Fyerabras sayd to Olyuer : " garyn, gracyous and 
curtoys, yet I admoneste the for the gentylnesse that 20 
thou hast doon to me that thou wilt retorne without 
fyghtyng*, For I haue pyte of thy valyaunte courage." 
Olyuer answerde: *'alwaye thou spekest of grete folye 
for I shal not departe for to be in daunger to be dys- 24 
membred. For I am not he that thou wenest to make 
aferde : for ^by the helpe of the blessyd Ihesus thys day 
shalt thou be yelden or deed or lyuyng vnto charles the 
emperour." Whan Olyuer had so spoken Fyerabras 28 
was meruayllously abasshed of thys man that wold not 
lete for menace that he maad to hym, but wold haue 
the bataylle ayenst hym & sayd to hym : " Thou art a 
crysten man and hast grete fayth at the mysteryes by 32 
you ordeyned, but I coniure the by the fonte in whyche 
thou were baptysed, and by the fayth that thou hast 
gyuen to the crosse wheron thy god henge and was 



' C viij. 
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II. ix] OLIVER AGAIN BEGS FIERABRAS TO BECOME CHRISTIAN. GX 

naylle<J, And by the loyalte that thou owest to charles 
themperour, to rolland, and to the other pyeres of 
frauTMje, thou say and telle to me the veryte of thy ryght 

4 name and? of thy lygnage." Olyuer answered : " Certes, 
Paynem, he that enduced the to speke to me in suche 
wyse hath wel taught the, For gretter ne more hyely 
myghtest thou not adiure me. Wherf ore knowe thou 

8 that I am Olyuer the sone of Reyner, the Erie of Genes, ouverteiiahim, 
the moost especyal felowe of rolland, and am one of the 
twelue peres.** " In fayth,'* sayd Fyerabras, " I alwaye 
thought wel that thou were another thaw thou saydest 
12 to me, seen thyn ardaunt courage and? that I coude not 
make the aferde vpon the fayt of bataylle. And how, 
sir Oliuer, ^are ye hurte in the body 1 it shold? be grete wnerenpon piera- 

. 1 11 o T ^™* presses to 

dysnonouT for me to ouercome you in batayUe & destroye retire on account 

16 you. For I acounte you but a dede man whyche sfiuld? 

be a grete reproche, wherfore retome ageyn for we haue 

don for this tyme : For alle the golde in the worl(J I 

wolcf not doo suche a shame as to luste ayenst you." 

20 Thenne ansuerd Olyuer : " certeynlye ye shal. For by 

my hede whan we shal be assemblec^ ye shal haue no 

courage to lape ne playe wyth me for I sRal make you 

wel to fele that I am noo dede man." An(J after Olyuer 

24 admonested? hym swetely in this manere ancf sayd : 

" paynym, or we procede ony ferther now I admonest oiwer again beg« 

Fierabras to be- 

the that thou byleue in god? of heuen almyghty whiche come christian, 
hath made the and? fourmed, to whome al thyng^ owen 

28 honoure and synguler creaunce. For he that taketh 
not aduys is borne in an euyl houre. And forsake 
Mahoun and thy goddes ful of abuse and decepcyon, & . 
dyspose the to be baptysed, & thou shalt haue to thy 

32 frende the grete charles and a specyall felowe of Rolland 
the chyualrous. And furthermore al the dayes of my 
lyf I shal neuer forsake thy company e.*' fyerabras 
ansuerd to hym : " thou remembrest a grete folye, 

' viij, back. 
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TH£ FIGHT BBGINS : THEIR SPEARS ARE BROKEN. 



[ll. X* 



The Saraoea 
nfuaeii. 



Flerabras oflRpra 
Oliver porae of 
the balm, 



but he refuses it. 



The fight begins. 
1608) 



The French pray 
for Oliver's 
success, 



and especially 
Charles. 



At the first onset 
tlieir 8|)ear8 are 
brolcen, 



For for no thyag' I sfialle not byleue in your god ne 
8&al ^forsake ne abandoune Mahoun. But on thys day 
yf thou arte frende of rolland, as thou sayeat, so des- 
playsaunt ne sory was he neuer as I ^al make hym for 4 
the." 

% How Olyuer and' fyerabras began to fy^t, & 
of the prayer of Charles for Olyuer, & of 
other maters : capitulo x 8 

FYerabras & olyuer were longe on horsback and it 
was so that fyerabras wold not lete hys hors 
renne ageynst Olyuer, But sayd : ^ my frende, I 
praye the fat thou drynke of my barylles & by the 12 
vertue of the bawme that is therin Incontynent thou 
^alt be heled & shal mowe wel def ende thy self ayenst 
me." " God forbede," sayd olyuer, " that by drynke 
thou be conquerd of me but by franke bataylle and 16 
hamoys fourbysshed." And thys sayd they lete theyr 
horses renne wyth a grete courage for to luste at vtter- 
aunce. And as they came that one ageynst that other 
the frensshe men whyche were in their lodgys had grete 20 
fere and drede leste it shold mysfalle to Olyuer. And 
emonge al other charles al wepyng* sayd : " blessyd 
Ihesus, I requyre the that at this stroke thou haue pyte 
of Olyuer my ^ baron in suche wyse that I may see hym 24 
ageyn alyue & in helthe ! " and after feruently came 
in to hys chapel hydyng* his vysage wyth hys mantel 
and kneled before the crosse and enbraced the crucyfyx 
wyth grete teeres, sayeng* : " My lord god, of whome I 28 
see here the reraembrauwce, I byseche the to helpe 
Olyuer, whyche for thexaltacyon of the crysten fayth 
is in daunger." Thus in contemplacyon of Charles 
fyerabras and olyuer gaf so grete strokes vpon theyr 32 
sheldes that the hedes of their speres were by force 
bowed and entred that the fyre sprange out on al 
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II. X.] OLIVER NEARLY UlfHORSES FIERABRAS. 63 

fiydes, and the shaf tes of theyr speres were trouchonned 
that the pyeces flewe in the ayer. The reynes of the 
brydles of theyr horses wente oute of theyr hondes. 
4 Bothe tweyne were so astoned? of the stroke and theyr tmd both an 

stunned. 

eyen so troubled? that in a grete whyle they knewe not 
on whos syde they were tomed. and after that bothe 
were comen to them self Fyerabras drewe plouraunce 
8 hys swerde that henge by hys syde, And Olyuer took Oliver cuts off a 

f. . part of Fierabras* 

haulteclere meruayllously shynyng* & cam vpon Fyera- helmet, (6i6) 
bras and on hyghe on hys helme gaf hym so grete a 
stroke that the floures and precyous stones wherof it 

12 was ennobled and gamysshed made to flee to the 
gronnde ; and with ^the same stroke in descendyng< he 
touched hys sholder, but the lether of capadoce saued 
hym. And the paynym was smyton so harde and sore 

16 that bothe hys feet were oute of the styroppes and and nearijr un- 

horses him. 

almoost was ouerfchrowen, wherof the frensshe men 
sayden al wyth one voys : " A ! saynt marye, what a 
stroke hath Olyuer gyuen^ to thys paynym!" "ye," 

20 sayd rolland, " meruayllously he smote hym 1 IT Now 
wold god of heuen," sayd KoUand, " that I were now 
vnder the shelde of my gentyl felowe Olyuer, For of 
me or of the paynym shold shortly be seen the ende." 

24 IT To whom the Emperour answerd : " Ha 1 euyl gloton, 
I haue wel herde the spoken felon coward. It is not 
now tyme that thou so say, For atte beginiijmg thou 
woldest not goo, wherof many tymes shalt thou be of 

28 me reproched." vpon whych thyng rollarid ansuerd no 
thyng but that he shold do as it plesed hym. fyerabras 
al astoned of the stroke & replenysshed of grete wrath 
with his swerd named plouraunce came wyth a course rierabras strikea 

, o «, ,!• I'll Oliver on the 

32 Vpon olyuer, & gaf hym a stroke^ vpon his helme so helmet, 
sharplv that he trenched moo than vc maylles, and and wounds ws 

'' horse. (591) 

hurte euyl hys hors and smote of the spore of his foot 

& a parte of hys thye, wheroute the blode ranne 

1 col. 2. ' £d, gynen.. ' Hd, stcoke. 



61 



OLIVER OALLB ON OOD AND THB VIROIN FOR HELP. [ll. X. 



Oliver calls on 
Qod and the 
Yiigin for help* 



Fierabnu again 
offers to let him 
SO* 



on account of his 
wound, 



but Oliver defies 
him. (597) 



habundawtly & the swerde of fyerabras ^was al blody : 
of wbiche stroke olyuer was moeued & troubled? that he 
had? fallen ne ha^ hys sadel haue been, For he was 
bowed afterward? that he was al to broken. And his 4 
hors began to halte of the stroke & whan he was comen 
to hym self wyth an hye voys began to crye : II " 
lord god, my creatour, o what an euyl stroke haue I 
receyued ! vyrgyn marye, moder of Ihesus, haue 8 
pyte of me ! For ouer fyersly cutteth the swerde of 
thys paynym. yeue me grace that I may ones haue 
hym : " and made vpon hym self the sygne of the 
crosse. & after fyerabras sayd to hym: "Olyuer, by 12 
Mahoun my god, wyth thys stroke I maad the aferde : 
now mayst thou wel fele how I can playe, & I haue no 
meruaylle though thou commaunde the to thy god, but 
I am euyl contente that I haue hurte the ouer sore with 16 
y stroke. II Neuertheles be sure that thou shalt not 
see the sowne goo to reste for thou begynnest now 
to chauwge colour and thy fyerce manere: neuer- 
theles I am contente that thou retome, and that shall 20 
be for the the best tofore thou knowe more fully my 
strengthe : for I wame the of one thynge that whan I 
see my blood yssue out of my body thenne doubleth 
my myght and my strengthe. And I wote wel that 24 
charles loueth ^the not moche whan he sendeth the to 
me, yf he had lodged the in a fayre bedde & whyte 
shetes thou haddest been moche better." whan Olyuer 
herde hym so saye he was replenysshed with a feruent 28 
courage & began to lyfte vp hys heed and sayd : " 
Paynym, dysmesured al day thou vauntest the for to 
brynge me to thende of my dayes. I praye to god 
almyghty that he wyl reioye my courage, kepe the wel, 32 
I deffye the 1 we haue ouer long pleted." vpon these 
wordes they rawne to-gydre, smytyng* meruayllously 
eche other vpon their helmes in suche wyse that boucles, 
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nay lies, aiidl crochettes, precious stones, or faueryes, and Tiieir armour is 

cut Co pieces. 

floures been newen, oroken, and? flowen to the grounde. 
the fyre yssued? oute largely, makyng* grete bruyt with 

4 the swerdes vpon their harnoys. In this whyle Charles 
was in grete medytacyon an^ thought that the quarele 
of Olyuer was trewe and? luste and? that god ought to 
preserue hym, au(J whan he thought that Olyuer myght 

8 deye As Inpacyent of a perfayte fayth he say (J : II " O 
glory ous god?, for whome we take payne, I praye the to chariea prays for 

,. ,1.11 .1 t -r^T Oliver's success, 

conserue oliuer that he be not slayn ne taken. For I 

swere by the soule of my fader that yf he be now slayn and vows if he is 

killed everv 

12 of thys paynym that neuer in frauwce in ony chirche cimrcii siiau be 
shal ^clerke ne preest be reuested? ne enhabyte^, but I 
shal do bre?ine monasteryes, chyrches, aulters & criicy- 
fyxes." "Alas," say (J Due naymes, "Syr kyng, leue Naymes reproves 

16 these wordes vayne and* ydle, & praye go(J for Olyuer 
that he be in his ayde for hys holy mercy." Al thys 
whyle perseuercJ the ij champyons fyghtyng and smyt- 
yng* eche on other in suche maner that Fyerabras wyth 

20 hys swerde brake the cercle of Olyuers helme and made 
hym falle on hys vysage, and? hys hors had? be slayn yf 
he had not lepte a syde. and? Olyuer was hurte in hys Oliver is very 

. 1,111 11 weak from loss of 

body ana specyally in the breste ancJ had? thenne loste wood. 
24 soo moche of hys blood? that he was moche feble, 
whyche was no merueylle, seen that he had resystec) 
ageynst the moost terryble man that euer was borne of 
moder. 

28 ^ How Olyuer made his prayer to god' whan 
he felte hym hurte : capitulo xj 

Lyuer the noble erle beyng in this malancolye of 
I the grete woundes that he had? in hys body took 
32 \-/ his recomforte sayeng in this manere: "0 glory- owveroffersupa 
ous go(J, cause & begynnyng* of al that is aboue & vnder 
the fyrmamente, which for your owne playser fourmed 

' D ij. 
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66 



OLIVER OFFERS [7P A LONG PRATER TO HEAVEN. 



reoomiting the 
fall of Adam, 



the annunciation, 



the sbtughter of 
the Innocents, 



tlie CructAxion, 



the Resurrection, 



and the 
Ascension. 



He crosses him' 
self. 



our fyrst fader Adam and? for ^hys companye gaiiest 
vnto hym Eue, by whome al humayn generacyon is 
conceyuecf, gyuyng* to them lycence to ete al maner 
fruytes reserued onely one, of wliyche Eue by the 4 
moeuyng of the serpent caused Adam to ete, wherfore 
they loste paradys, & by the seductyon of the fendes of 
helle many haue ben deceyued & dampned : wherof ye 
had pyte of the perdycyon of the world and came for 8 
to take flesshe humayn in the wombe of the gloryous 
vyrgyn marye by thannuncyacion of the holy Aungel 
Gabryel, and were borne as it pleased you. And anone 
after the thre kynges camen to adoure & make obeys- 12 
saunce and wyth golde, encence, and myrre made to 
you their presentes. After for you herodes made to be 
slayne many chyldren, whiche now been in loye per- 
manable. And whan ye were in age by you deter- 16 
myned ye went in the world prechyng* to your frendes. 
Thenne afterward by thenuyous lewes ye were hanged 
on the crosse, in whiche so hangyng loiigyus the knyght 
by the Induction of the lewes percyd your syde ; & 20 
whan he byleued in you & wesshe hys eyen with your 
precious blode he recouerd his syjt fayre & clere & 
cryed you mercy wherby he was saued. After by your 
frewdes ye were layed in the holy sepulture : ^the thyrd 24 
day after aroos and took ageyn lyf and descended in to 
helle, And took out Adam and Eue and al them that 
were worthy to haue paradys. And the day of your 
meruayllous ascencyon ye ascended in to heuen in the 28 
presence of al your apostles. Thus my god, my maker, 
as thys is trouthe and I byleue it verayly and fermly, 
be ye in my comforte ageynst thys myscreaunte that I 
may vaynquysshe hym in suche wyse that he may be 32 
saued." And this said he blessyd hym with his swerde 
in makyng the sygne of y crosse in the name of god 
the holy tiynyte, and smote his hors vpon the hope of 
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the helpe of godl. and Fyerabras sayd to hym lawhyng* : 

" Olyuer, fayre f rende, I praye the that thou hyde not Pierabras unghs 

, __ at him, 

fro me the oryson that thou hast said now, for by my and asks what his 
4 god termagaunt I wold! gladly here it," "Kow wold P^y®"^***^^"' 
god of heuen," sayd Olyuer, " that thou were in suche 
grace that thou sholdest byleue it also fermly as I doo, 
For I assure the I ^old loue the thenne as moche as I 
8 doo Roulland." 

f And Fyerabras ansuercJ to hym : " by my god 
Mahoun and Termagaunt, thou spekest now of. a moche 
grete folye 1 '* 

12 % How after a grete bataylle Olyuer conquerd' 
the bawme & ^ dranke therof at hys ease, 
and how he fyl to therthe whan hys hors 
was slayn : capitulo xij 

16 I lYerabras beyng< wroth of the wordes of oliuer in 
grete Ire sayd to hym ; " kepe the wel fro me, for 
I deffye the ! " "I am redy," sayd Olyuer, " for 
to god I commaunde me." & so thenne they recountred The strnggie is 

20 to-gyder so sharply and so hard strokes they gaf that nerMiy that the 
the fyre my^t haboundantlye be seen sprynge oute of ^^ * *** 
theyr hamoys. Theyr horses bowed vnder hem and 
the erthe trembled of the bruyt in the medowe vnder 

24 mormyonde. Fyerabras took hys swerde in hys honde 

and smote Olyuer there as he was euyl hurte in the Fierabnw wounds 

Oliver in the 

breste vnder the pappe, & of that stroke the eyen breast, 
torned in hys heed. And had hys face alle chaunged. 
28 And thenne ageyn he cryed on god and on the virgyn 
marie that he wold saue his soule. Fyerabras by grete 
curtosye sayd to hym : " Olyuer, vnderstonde me, Fierabras again 

oflfers Oliver soma 

descend e doun surely and goo take of the bawme and of the holy baim, 
32 drynke at thyn eas<%, and anone thou shalt be al guar- 
ysshed and hole, and thenne mayst thou the better 

' col. 2. 
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68 OLIVER DRINKS SOME OF THE BALM, AND IS CURED 07 HIS WOUND. 

defende the ageynst me and? thou shalte recoure news 
but Oliver refiues strengthe." But olyuer for noo thynge that he coude 

do though ^he sliol(J dye he woldf not, For by trewe 
• fightyng he wold haue it. And anone came that one 4 

ageynst that other and smyten in suche wyse that 
Oliver pierces Fyerahras was hurte daungerously, For olyuers swerde 

Fierahras' thigh. ,.1 

entred in to his thye an halfe foot depe, and of the 
blood that yssued oute alle the grasse was reed. And 8 
He drinks eome whan he sawe hym so hurte he drante of hys bawme 

of the balm, 

and is at onoe and was anoue al hool, wherof olyuer was moche sorou- 

made whole again. 

ful, by cause therof he coude make none ende of thys 
paynym. And the frensshe men that saw this made 12 
to god their prayers deuoutly that he wolde conserue 
that day Olyuer, And in especyal Charlemayn whiche 
emong al other loued hym moast entyerly. But whan 
Olyuer sawe the paynym al hole & for the bawme 16 
so comforted, by the ayde of god he came to hym 
and smote hym ypon the helme soo harde that the 
Oliver cats the stroko descended vpon the sadel & cutte the corde by 

cord by which the 

vessels are tied, whyche the baryUes were bouwden and fastned, and the 20 
hors of fyerabras was aferde of the stroke and made a 
lytel course by the playsyr of god. Thenne Olyuer or 
the paynym toke ony hede bowed to the grounde and 
He seizes one, took vp the barylles & dranke at hys ease and largely, 24 
the balm. & auou ho was al hole & reconfermed in newe strengthe, 

his wound. & thought that *yf by aduenture fyerabras were more 

hurte by hym and myght ageyn haue hys barylles 
that in thende it myght euyl happe and come to hym. 28 
wherfore he beyng* nyghe vnto a grete ryuer took the 
Oliver throws the barylles & thrcwc them therin whyche were anone 
river. souken. And as it is redde at alle the festes of saynt 

lohan these ij barylles ben shewed aboue the water 32 
euydently. whan fyerabras sawe that the barilles were 
loste all most for angre he was oute of hys mynde & 
by grete reproche sayd to Olyuer : " euyl man that 
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thou arte, thou hast loste my barylles whyche were Piembriw revUos 

him for doiiig so, 

more worth than al the golde in the worldf : but I 
promyse the that or it be euen they shal to the ben 

4 dere solde, For I shall not cesse tyl I haue smyton of thy 
heed? : " and thys sayeng* he came ayenst hym, but nwhes at him, 
Olyuer as he that doubteth hym not soo moche as he 
dyd? tofore eschewed hym not bat put hym at the 

8 defence wyth his shelde to auoyde the stroke. Neuer- 
theles Fyerabras smote hym so hard bat hys helme was and breaks his 
desmaylled & broken, but he was not hurte, & the 
stroke descended so inpy tuously fat he cutte asondre the 
12 necke of oliuers hors, & [he] fyl to grouwde and? the7me andwiishis 

horse. (588) 

was Olyuer on fote. but a grete myracle it was of the 

hors of fyerabras that maad no semblauwte ^to renne 

vpon hym as he had ben taught, lyke as I haue sayd 

16 byfore, but helde hym stylle aboue hys propre custome. 

% How Fyerabras and' Olyuer foughten to- 

gyder afote merveyllously, and' of the 

prayer that Charles maad' for Olyuer: 

20 capitulo viij 

MOche sorouful were the f rensshe men whan they The French wish 
sawe Olyuer on fote, and? wold? haue arme(J *^ ^*'^' 
hem for to socoure hym, But Charles wold? not but Charles for- 

biils them. 

24 consente for to mayntene hys honour & hys trouthe. 
II And thenne kyng* Charles kneled doun to therthe & 
maad? his prayer to god that he wolde comf orte Olyuer 
whyche was thus dyspourueyed of his hors. whan 

28 Olyuer sawe hym self on fote he was moche sorouful & 
came a foure paas nyghe vnto Fyerabras, and sayd to 
hym: "o kyng of Alexandrye, thou hast borne the ouver reproaches 
foule this day ageynst me. In the mornyng thou hast killing his horse. 

32 so moche preysed thy self that thou hast sayd yf v 
knyghtes came ageynst the thou h oldest abyde and 

' D iij, back. 
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conqaere them, an($ thou knowest that the kyng that 

sleeth an hors ought to haue no parte of therytage/' 

Fierabra«,deciares Fverahias ansuerd : "I knowe wel that thou ^sayest 

it was accidental, 

trouthe, but I dyd it not wyth my wylle. Neuertheles 4 
to thende that thou be not euyl con ten te wyth me 
and offers to give I shal descende doun of my hors & shal eyue to the 

him Ids own '' ^'^ 

horse, my hors pomelo : An^ I promyse the thou shalt be 

well horsed. Ancf knowe thou that neuer in my lyf 8 
I was so abasshed? as whan he sawe the at erthe that he 
strangled the not, for I neuer put man to the erthe and 
thys hors present but that anone he was by hym slayn 

but Oliver refuses. & dede." Olyuer ansuerd : " I promyse the that I shal 12 
neuer take thyn hors but yf he be first by me conquered 
and? Justly wonne." wherupon fyerabras was soo moche 
noble that for the valyaunce of Olyuer sayd : " Certeyn 
for the noblesse that I knowe in the I wyl do that I 16 

Fierabras jumps neuer dyd for mar>:" and sprange of his hors & 

off his horse, too o ^ i^ ' 

stode a-foote & was contente to fyght ayenst hym a 
foote, by-cause he had no hors of hys owne. and the 
sayd fyerabras was moche heyer than Olyuer. and by 20 
and they fight on one accorde they lusted afoote that one ayenst that 

foot. 

other so meruayllously that it was wonder that bothe 
tweyne remayned not in the felde a-swoune of the 
trauayUe that they toke. Thus contynue^ig the batayUe 24 
which coude take none ende they spaken many reproches 
and despytous wordes that one of theym vnto ^ other. 
The kyng* Charles seyng al thys had grete pyte on Olyuer. 
Thenne the Erie Keyner, fader of Olyuer, whyche was 28 
moche sorouful came & kneled at the feet of Charles and 
Reyiier appeals to sayd : " uoble cmperour, in thonour of god take remors 

diaries to send _ . tiii' ± t ai 

help to Oliver, 01 my soue whomo I see lykly anone to dye. Atte leste 
for^himT ^ * make prayer to Ihesus our maker that he be in ayde to 32 
hym that I may see hym nyghe to me in helthe." II In- 
eontynent Charles seyng* thys sayd : " lord god, yf . 
ye sufFre that Olyuer be ouercome and that my ryght at 
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thys tyme be Ibste and? defyleiJ, I make auowe that al charios at first 
cry sty ante s&al be destroyed. I shal not leue in stray every church 

17 V u 1 It M p If Oliver is killed, 

Traunce chirche ne monasterye, ymage ne aulter. & 
4 after kneled doun with bothe his knees ^ to the grourode 
& prayed in this manere : " My creatour, whyche for and then prays 

for Oliver's soo- 

our sauacyon was borne of the gloryous vyrgyn marie cess, 
in bethleem, as I wel by-leue, that of your glorious 
8 byrth al the world was enlumyned, whiche abode in thys 
world? ful xxxij yere & more, & made atte begynnyng* 
Adam and Eue, of whom we ben comen, & that was in 
paradys tenestre a place moche delectable. And there 
12 by you were alle fruytes abandoned to them except one 
onely, whyche was of knowyhg good & euyl, as it plesed 
you to ordeyne : of ^ whiche adam ete & was dysobey- recounting the 

Fall, 

saunt, for whom to the reparacion of his misdede & for 
16 to redeme hym fro eternal captyuyte & vs also ye were 
contente to take the deth in the tree of the crosse, after 
that the tray tour ^ ludas solde you for xxx pens : & on 
a f riday ye were payned & your handes & feet mortally tue crucifixion, 
20 naylled, & crowned with a moche sharpe crowne of 

thornes : and? after Longyus smote you in the ryght the piercing of 
sydo to the hert, whiche was blynde & after that he by Longius, 
had leyed on hys eyen of your precyous blood he sawe 
24 moche clerely : & after ye descended in to belle & toke the descent into 

hell, 

out your frendes, & sythe aroos fro deth to lyf, & tofore 
al your apostles ye ascended? in to heuen & lefte for the Ascension, 
your lyeutenaunt saynt Peter thappostle in erthe ; and 
28 ordeynest baptesme for the regeneracyon of vs and to anathe ordination 

or Baptism. 

make vs crysten for to haue saluacyon. lord?, as alle 
thys is truthe and that I by leue it stedfastly, so on thys 
day be thou in ayde and socoure vnto Olyuer for to 
32 preserue hym that he be not slayn ne vaynquysshed." 
H He thys sayeng^ & other deuoute wordes in hys 
secrete oratorye Our^ lord sente to hym an aungel fro An angei appears 
heuen whyche sayd to hym : H " Charles, Emperour 
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OLIVERS SWORD FLIES OUT OF HIS HAND. 



anil tells him that 
Oliver will be the 
victor. 



tlerabras aims a 
atroke at Oliver, 



which he dodges, 
and wounds the 
Saracen. 



Oliver's sword 
flieM out oi 
hand. 



He tries to recover 
it, but cannot 



through fear of 
Fierabras. 



The French are 

eager to help 

Oliver, 

but Cliarles will 

not allow them. 



of noblesse, knowe thou for trouthe that I am sente 
from ^go<J for to say to the that thou doubte no thynge 
of Olyuer, for wythout fay He he shal wynne the bataylle; 
though it be late, but he shal vaynquysshe the paynym." 4 
thys sayd, the aurzgel departec) and charles thanked 
god? deuoutelye for hys gloryous medytacyon. Keuer- 
theles after many bataylles bytvvene fyerabras and 
Olyuer maad, and grete menaces by grete furour, wyll- 8 
yng* to haue gyuen to Olyuer a grete stroke oute of 
mesure. But Olyuer whyche sawe the stroke comyng* 
deuaunced hym in suche wyse that he gaf two euyl 
strokes to Fyerabras, wherof Fyerabras was passyng 12 
angry vpon Olyuer, and Olyuer on hym, so that bothe 
were ry^t actyf neuer to departe tyl that one of them 
were vaynquysshed and destroyed. & at that tyme 
Olyuer was soo coueytous in smytyng that his honde in 1 6 
whiche he helde hys swerde was a-slepe and swollen for 
the payne that he had of smytyng*, and he desyryng* to 
smyte hys enemye at vtteraunce hys suerde flewe a-ferre 
fro hym out of his hande, wherof he was sore moeued 20 
and abasshed — and it was no meruaylle — and moche 
courageously rawne for to take vp his swerde, And 
layed hys shelde on hys hede for to preserue it. But 
not wythstondyng the paynym smote ^hym twyes so 24 
myghtyly that he brake hys shelde in dyuers places 
and hys hauberk e, so that he was sore astonyed for that 
tyme And doubted soo moche the paynym that he durst 
not take hys swerde : and moche sodeynlye the frensshe 28 
men which sawe so Olyuer dyspourueyed of his swerde 
armed them anone and were in purpoos to renne vpon 
the sarasyn for to socour olyuer. but Charles wold not 
consente that any man shold goo sayeng to them that 32 
god is almyghty for to saue and mayntene hym in hys 
good ryght, for yf he had not gaynsayed it more thaw xiiij 
thousand men were thenne redy for to haue rescowed 
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hym. ancP notwythstondyng* al thys the paynym dyd 

but laughe & said to Olyuer : " In trouthe, Olyuer, I Fierabras mocks 

at Oliver, 

haue opteynecJ vpon the a lytel of myn entente, but 
4 wherfore darst not f ou take thy swerde I knowe now 
wel that thou art ynough vaynquysshed sythe that thou 
art so aferde that thou darst not stoupe for all the 
tresour of the world?. ancJ I am wel contewte for t. 
8 apoynte wy th the that is that thou renye the fayth that and ofrew, if he 

will rGnoiinos 

thou holdest, the baptesme that thou hast receyued? & ciiristianity, to 
the god? in whom thou byleuest, and for whome thou 
hast had al thys payne, & byleue in Mahoun, my god? 
12 ful of bounte, & ^I shal suffre the to lyue & more ouer 

I shal be contente to gyue to the my sister to wyf to pWeinm his sister 

-h-i-r • Floripas in mar- 

whom thou snalte be rychely maryecJ. Hyr name is riage. 
Florypes, the fayrest of moder borne, & after we shal con- 
16 quere Fraunce or thys yere be paste. And? of one of the 
royames I shal crowne the kyng." Olyuer ansuercJ to 
hym : " Paynym, thou spekest to me of grete folye, for 
ffO(J forbede that euer I shol(J be of entencion to forsake Oliver says, «God 

forbid I" 

20 my god?, whyche hath create(J & fourmecJ me, and his 
holy sacrements which haue been establysshed? for my^ 
sauacyon, for to byleue in mahoun and in thy goddes 
ful of abusyon : whiche haue neyther strengthe ne 

24 vertue but cause of dampnacyon.** Fyerabras sayd to 

hym, " by mahoun my go(J, thou art alwaye moche Fierabras declares 

he never met any 

obstynat that ne for payn ne for torment thou wylt not one so obstinate, 
denye thy fayth, & of one thynge which is more grete 
28 thou^ mayst wel auauwte the. For neuer was I of 
persone so trauailled ne greued as I am of the. ^ Thou 
oughtest wel to be praysed. I am contente that thou Fierabras then 

® ^ *' ^ oflfers to let him 

take thy swerde hardy ly and surely for withoute com- pick up his sword, 
32 potent wepen thou mayst not preuaylle ne more thaw a 
woman." Olyuer answerd? : " Paynym, I can not say 
the contrarye but that thou ofFrest to me seruyce and 
bounte, but for the ^valewe of x thousand marke of 
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but Oliver refusal, golde I wyl Dot take it, ne for to deye therfore. Yot 
yf I had recouercJ my swerde by thy curtosye Aii(J it 
happe<J that thou were vnder my puyssaunce and thou 
thenne demaundest of me amytye & frendshyp & thenne 4 
[I] put the to deth it shold to me be vylete anc? reproche. 
And at thys tyme my lyf and my deth be in the wylle of 
go<J to whom I haue gyuen my self ouer. ' But ancJ yf 
I may wynne my swerde thou shalt bye it dere & here 8 
deye, For other thynge shal thou not haue." IT " By 
my fayth," saycJ Fyerabras, " thou art moche surquyd- 
rous & gloryous, wherfore be thou sure that shortely thou 
shalt be confused descomfyte and matte." 12 



and declares he 
will win it back 
in fair fight. 



^ How at thys bataylle Fyerabras was van- 
quysshed' by Olyuer after that he had' 
recouerd' one of the swerdes of fyerabras : 
capitulo viiij 16 

WHan Fyerabras herde that oliuer was so fyers 
of fayt and of courage he had grete meruaylle. 
For he wold not haue hys swerde but yf he 
myght by luste warre conquere it, wherfore the paynym 20 
dysmesurably came ageynst hym and ^helde in hys 
hande plorance hys swerde. Thenne it was no mer- 
uayle though olyuer was aferde to abyde hys enemye he 
beyng* dyspourueyed of swerde & of shelde, For that 24 
was broken in two partyes. but as it playsed to god he 
sees the Saracen's loked besydo hym & sawe the hors of fyerabras and on 

horse, on which 

are two swords, the arsou of the sadel were ij other swerdes of whych 
Herunsandseixes I haue spokeu afore. And anone Olyuer ranne ryght 28 

one, BiQitism, , 

qnyckely and took one of the swerdes whych was named 
baptosme, whyche had the blade moche large and shone 
meruayllously, & after came ageynst the paynym & put 
tofore parte of hys shelde suche as was lefte. and whan 32 
he was nyghe hym he began to say : " kyng< of 

* D V, back. 



Fierabras comes 
agaiuBt Oliver, 



who, looking^ 
round in fear. 



FIERABRAS WISHES HIM TO TAKE HIS OWN SWORD IN EXOHANOE. 75 

Alexandrye, now is tyme to compte. For I am pour- and defies 
ueyed of your swerde of whych. I sfial make you wrolli 
& kepe you wel from me for I haue deflfyecJ you." 

4 Thenne whan Fyerabras sawe it and had herde hym so 
speke anone began to chaunge colour and sayd : " 
baptym, good swerde, I haue kepte the many a day for 
one of the beste that euer henge by my syde or by ony 

8 mans that is lyuyng*." And after behelde olyuer sayeng* : 
" By my god Mahoun, I knowe the a maw of grete 
fyerste. I wold that thou woldest take thyn owne who asks him to 

give up Baptism, 

swerde and late me ^haue myn and thenne late vs fyght and take his own 

sword in ex- 

12 as we haue begonne." "by my hede," sayd Olyuer, cimnge, 

"that sfial neuer be by my wylle, for tofore I make but Oliver refuaea, 
ony pacte with the I shal assaye and approue thy s swerde 
vpon thy persone. kepe the wel fro me For ouer long 

16 haue we sermoned." Thys sayeng* & other thynges 
Olyuer came as a lyon hungry ayenst fyerabras & smote 
hym fyrst, but he my3t not attayne hym on the hede 
but that he recountred first the shelde of the paynym, 

20 whyche he brake and al to-frusshed euyl that the half and with a blow 
flewe in the felde. Thenne fyerabras was soreaferde of ofthesaracen. 
that stroke For aboue alle thys the swerde wyth that 
stroke entred nygh half a foot within therthe. Thenne 

24 olyuer blessyd hym that had forged that swerde and so 

wel tempred, and after many menaces rygorous they They both lose 

were in partye descouuerd of theyr helmes. And whau 

Olyuer sawe the Paynym Fyerabras in the vysage fyers ouver is astonish- 

g^gy ed at the nppear- 

28 and courageous he sayd : " lord god of heuen, maker ance of Fiembraa, 
of heuen & of erthe, that thys paynym is noble and ful ^ZZ."" "' 
of cruelte. Now wold god that Charles had fiym ir 
his power and yf he wold be baptysed Eolland and I 

32 sfiold be hys pryue felowes. glorious vyrgyn marie 
moder of god, praye our lord Ihesu Cryste thy sons 
2 that he gyue grace to thys sarasyn that he may byleue 
in the cristen fayth, for by hym it may be moche 

» col. 2. ^ D vj. 
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THE FIQHT CONTINUES WITH VARYINQ SUCCESS. 



Fierabras smitM 

Oliver on his 

shield, 

and breaks it in 

pieces. 



Oliver cuts the 
Saracen on his 
shield. 



and nearly stuns 
him. 



They abufte each 
other. C70i) 



Fierabras wounds 
Oliver (782) and 



declares his time 
has now come. 



enhauncecJ." Fyerabras ansuer(J in tbys manere : 
" Olyuer, leue suche wordes : telle me yf thou wylt 
fyght like as thou hast enterpryse<J." "ye," sayd 
olyuer, " kepe the wel fro me for I deffye the," anc? 4 
ranne vpon hym : ancJ Olyuer was smyton fyrst vpon 
his shelde by suche fiersnes that he smote his shelde in 
pyeces nyghe to hys fyste, and it was meruaylle that he 
cut it not of : wherfore Fyerabras saycJ that he had 8 
put hym in suche caas that he shold not longe lyue in 
thys world. Olyuer sayd noo worde but came with his 
swerde ayenst the paynym Fyerabras moche furyously. 
IT Thenne the paynym that sawe f * stroke come threwe 1 2 
hys shelde ayenst olyuer wherfore anone it was quartred, 
and was so astoned that the eyen in hys heed were al 
troubled of the payne and the fyre was seen sprynge 
oute of the swerdes and sfieldes moche habundantlye. 16 
ana thus in smytyng. fyerabras sayd in this manere : 
" now is the houre come that thou shalt neuer haue ayde 
of thy god Ihesus in whome thou byleuest, [but] that 
anone thou shalt be deed sythe thou felest thy self oner- 20 
comen. And Olyuer anone ansuerd : " Ihesus is wel 
myghty ^for to sfiewe hys puyssaunce. But anone thou 
shalt knowe that Mahoun ne Termagaunte shal not 
mowe ayde the ne be so myghty but that thou shalte be 24 
deed, I shal wel gyue the knowleche." And herupon 
came that one vpon that other. And olyuer was smyton 
on the helme al vnto the flesshe in suche wyse that al 
that the swerde araught it share and passed thorugh, & 28 
thenne he sayd to olyuer ; " I swere to the by my god 
that I haue wel araught the and smyton. Keuer shal 
Charles ne Holland see the be thou wel sure." Olyuer 
ansuerd : " Fyerabras of alexandrye, be not thou so 32 
proude for or I departe fro the I shal rendre the dede 
or vaynquysshed, & god graunte to me that whyche I 
haue alwaye desyred ! " And iherupon eche smote 

* col. 2. 



FIERABRAS LEAVES HIS SIDE UNGUARDED, AND OLIVER PIERCES IT. 77 

other so merueyllously that the hodyes of them bothe 
swette for anguysshe and payne. Fyerabras smote 
olyuer vpon the helme soo harde that the stroke came 
4 to the flessh, ancJ yf go(J had! not wrought he had be 
slayn at that tyme. wherfore Olyuer as a man enraged? onver aims a 

blow at Fierabras ; 

came ayenst the paynym & the sarasyn lyfte on hyghe who, raising his 

-HI. -I shield too high, 

hys snelde so that he was al dyscouerd? vnder the arme leaves ihs side 
8 and hys flanke was there vnarmed. Olyuer was wyse '*"*^^*' 
& took good hede and came lyghtly & smote ^fyerabras Oliver thrusts his 

sword in between 

in hys flawke so myghtyly & contynued in suche wyse tiie ribs, 

that he thrested his swerde in one of hys flankes wel 

12 depe, & hys swerde hym self & the place was alle bybled 

of the blood. Thus was Fyerabras hurte in suche 

manere that almoost hys bowellys yssued oute of his «> that the Sara- 
cen's bowels al- 

bely, For thenne at that stroke olyuer employed al his most feii out. (7i8) 
16 strengthe for to make an ende of the bataylle so longe 
foughten. 

% How fyerabras beyng vaynquysshed' by- 

leued' in god', and' how he was bome by 

20 Olyuer, And' how Oljoier was assaylled' 

of the sarasyns and tormented' : capitulo xv 

Fter that the Paynym was smyton and hurte 




mortally as I haue sayd, And he seyng* that he Pierabras finding 

, _ i^i 1 1 himself vanquish- 

24 / m Piyght nomore resyste ayenst Olyuer, by the ed begs for mercy, 
vertu of god he was enlumyned in suche wyse that he 
had knowleche of the errour of the paynyms and lyfte 
vp hys eyen vnto heuen and began to escrye the holy 

28 trynyte and the grace of the holy ghoost. And after 
loked on Olyuer and sayd to hym : '* noble Olyuer 
& valyaunt knyght, in thonour of god on whome thou (76S) promising 

to become a 

byleuest and to ^ whome I consente I crye the mercy christian, 
32 and requyre the that I dye not tyl I be baptysed & and to be bap 
yeldon vaynquysshed vnto Charles the Eniperour 
» D vj, back. « col. 2. 



78 FIEBABRAS BSQS FOR MERCY, AND FROMIBES TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN. 

whyche so moche is redoubted. For I sfeal byleue in 
and to give up the the crysteu fajth & sBal yelde the relyques fur whyche 
ye be assemblydf and haue taken soo moche payne. 
And I swere to the that yf by thy defaute I dye sarasyn 4 
I make the culpable of my dampnacyon, Andf yf thou 
take not me in to thy garde I shal lose my blood. 
Thou s&alt see me deye tofore thyn eyen wherfore in 
Oliver takes pity the hououT of cod hauo pvte ou me." Olyuer had so 8 

on him, (770) & fJ J 

moche compassyon of hym for hys soor that he sore 
wepte, and after he layed hym in the s&adowe ynder a 

and binds ap his trco and there bounde his mortal woundes in suche 

wyse that he staunched hys bledyng*. And after the 12 

Fierabras asks to payuym prayed hym that it myght plese hym to here 

(776) * hym awaye For hym self myght not goo. but whan 

Olyuer sawe that he was so heuy he sayd that it was 
not to hym possyble to here hym. Fyerabras enforced 16 
hym self moche & came nyghe to hym, ** noble and 
redoubted Erie Olyuer, in the honour of god lede me 
to Charles or I be dede for I am nyghe at myn ende, 

and bids him fetch for al my body bledetL take that liors and mounte 20 

his horse, (788) 

theron and come as nyghe to ^ me as thou may and yf I 

and take him on may lyo thwart tof Ore the vpon the sadel thou mayst 

lede me ; & take my swerde by thy syde. IT Now 

hast thou foure that been moche worthe. and hye an(]f 24 

He warns him of dcpesshe the, For thys day in the momyng I lefte in 

an ambush of 

50.000 Saracens in the wodo that thou there seest here by fyf ty thousand 

the wood. dosA !)▼ 

(796) * men whyche been al my subgettes, & comanded them 

that none shold moeue tyl I were retorned fro the 28 
bataylle." Whan Olyuer vnderstood hym he was al 
afrayed and abasshed for fere, but not wythstondyng* 
he sayd : " Syr kyng*, sythe that it plese you I am 

Oliver lifts hfm on couteute," & took hym thwart the hors as it was sayd 32 

to the horse. (809) 

& went forth on the waye in grete sorowe. And 
sodeynly departed out of the wode where as were the 
subgettes of Fyerabras a moche fyers paynym named 

' D vij. 



THE SABAGENS BREAK OUT OF AMBUSH AND PRESS ON OLIVER. 79 

bruyllant of Mommere. An(J after hym Sortybrant of The Saraoens 

break out of the 

nonymbres, and? the kyuge of Mantryble ; after hym ambush, (sia) 
maradas, Pynan, Ss Tenebras, & wel fyfty thousand 
4 sarasyns after, whan Olyuer sawe theym come he smote 
the hors wy th the spores but the charge was so heuy Oliver spurs his 

horse* but in vain. 

that he my^t not goo so faste as his enemyes came to 
hym. Whan the frensshe men sawe the paynyms come 
8 in so grete nombre anon lyghtely they arme(J them. 
And emonge other rolland, Gherard of mon-^dydyer, Roland and otiiera 

rush out to his 

Guyllam the scot, naymes of bauyere, Ogier, Eychard help, 
of normawdye, Guy of bourgoyn, Geffroy lantiguy, 

12 Basyn, the due Thyery of ardeyne, Anc? Aubert, AncJ 
semblably Reyner of genes fader of Olyuer fayllecl not. 
Olyuer saw alonge the medowe anc? sawe come to fore 
thother brulJawt of mo?wniyere which rode on an hors 

16 as swyfb as a grehounde andf made grete bruyt emonge 
the other, For it semecl as it had? be thonder and 
tempeste ; ancJ bare in hys honde a faus dart with a 
grete hede of stele square and sharpe whyche was alle 

20 enuenymed wyth the blood of a crapauld and? was 

ryght daungerous. whan Olyuer sawe him he was al Oliver being hard 

pressed* 

amoeuedf and abasshed and sayd to Fyerabras in thys teiis Fierabras he 
manere : " Sir kyng*, ye must needs descende ; I may the ground. 

24 no ferther conduyte you, wherfore I am meruayllously 
sory and dy splay saunt. For I knowe that I must nedes 
be oppressyd; ye see it wel. And yf they may 
attayne I shal be put to deth, And Charles shal neuer 

28 see me whyche shall be to hym grete dyscomforte." 
Thenne anone Fyerabras cryed with an hye voys :* ** O 
noble Olyuer, wyl ye now leue me 1 Ye haue conquerd Fierabraa begs 

, him not to leave 

me, to you I am yeuen and yelden. it snal not be Wm. 
32 reputed noblesse determyned whan 'I am youres and 
ye forsake me. Alas poure sorouful and caytyf that I 
am, yf I deye paynym what shal come of me 1 Virgyn 
marie, nioder of god, haue pyte on me vnworthy that I 
* col. 2. ' JSi. veys. ' D vij, back. 



80 OLIVER BEING HARD PRESSED SETS FIERABRAS DOWN. 

am to retorne me to you ! " AncJ after he sayeJ to 
Olyuer : " I am conquercJ by the and? haue promysetf 
to the that I shal be baptysedf. Yf thou leue me thou 
Oliver promtoes ouffhtest Ivtel to be prevsecf." Olyuer ansuercJ : " Fy- 4 

not to deaert him, ^ / , , , -r. -r \ 

erabras, thou spekest as a knyght. But I auowe to goa 
and! to the courte of heuen that I shal not leue the, I 
ehal take the bataylle in honde for the and shal deffende 
the as longe as I shal be on lyue : thou mayst wel truste 8 
and arms himself therto." & there vpon he took the hauberk of the 

in Fierabrus' 

armour. (868) sarasyn ancJ wyth suche as he my3t haue he armed? 
hym, & prestly he abyllecJ hym and put on his hee(J an 
hatte of fyne stele, aiuJ helde hys swerde drawen named 12 
haultclere, wyth whiche he coude wel helpe hym. & 

Bruiiiant charges herupou Came auoue brullant wyth his fans darte & 

at and wounds 

him in the breast, attcyued? Olyuer in the breste & gaf hym an euyl stroke 

so that the dart brake, thewne said fyerabras : " Syr 16 
Olyuer, ye haue doon ynough for me. For ye be hurte. 
late me descende doun and laye me a-parte out of the 
waye to thende that I be not defoulled? of these sara- 
syns, ne taken ancJ destroyecJ." Therof hac? Olyuer 20 

He sets pierabras ^grete compassyou & layedf Fyerabras in the shade we of 

down (825\ and i . « , n i * i i it 

tries to escape, a pyuapplo tree ferre out of the waye. ana whan he wold 
bat seeing it is in haue fleddo he sawe aboute hym wel x thousandl sarasyns 

vftin 

utters a prayer, and sayd : '' Alas ! god? Ihesus, my creatour, thou 24 
knowest myn entencyon. I requyre the to gyue me 
grace that I deye not at thys tyme present vnto the tyme 
that for thexaltacion of thy fayth I may be wyth Eol- 

draws his sword, land my fclawe : " & in the name of Ihesus drewe out 28 

and turns to meet 

tiie Saracens. (888) haulteclere and came in to the waye, & the first that he 
recouwtred was the sone of the grettest lord that was 
there, and gaf hym suche a stroke that he clef te hym to 
the breste and [he] fyl doun dede. & Olyuer was. abylle 32 
& delyuer, and took fro hym hys shelde whyche was al 
newe ; for in the bataylle tofore maad he had loste hys, 
& also he had his spere & lete hys hors renne cmoiige 

> col. 2. 



II. Xvi.] OLIVER IS OVERPOWERED, BOUND AND BLINDFOLDED. 81 

the myscreauntes. And atteyiie<J at the fyrst stroke Hasiayscurgys, 
Clorgys & smote hym vnto the hert. AncJ in retoniyng* 
he slewe thre sarasyns & they raLnne tofore hym as sheep 

4 tofore the wulf whiche is hongry. Thenne came on 
hym marabas, Turgys, Sortybrant of conymbres, and? 
the kyng Margaris, andf they cryed with an hye voys 
to-gydre : " by Mahoun our go<J, thou frewsshe man thou He u Burrounded, 

8 shalt not escape vs ; kepe the wel ^for by vs thou shalt 

deye ! " Andf thenne cam Olyuer emonge his enemyes and? 

smote andf slewe on al sydes. And the saresyns smote on 

hym in suche wyse that it was grete meruaylle that he 

12 was not slayne ancJ ouercomen but by force of^ shotte 

andf of strokes hys hors was slayn vnder hym. Andf and his hone siain. 

under him. (891) 

he beyng< on the erthe as sone as he myght he aroos 
aneJ beyng* afoot sette hys shelde tofore hym whyche he 

16 had goten, andf helde fast haultclere whyche was alle 

hys comf orte for to socoure hym. And alwaye whome He defends him» 
he raught fyl doun and was slayn. It is not redde in 
ony book that euer ony man so hurt as he was bare hym 

20 so wel and dyd so grete portemente of armes, 

% How Olyuer was taken & blynfeld' pyteous- 
ly, & myght not be socoured' by the 
Frensshe men : ca. xvj * 

24 ^^Lyuer was a[l] allone on fote emonge the sarasyns 
ageynst whome he made grete resystence & mer- 
uayllous : but it lA not a thynge possyble that he 
myght escape fro theyr handes, for wyth glaues, with 
28 swerdes and with fans dartes of yron they pressyd hym 

so sore that hys shelde was percedf in *moo than xxx his shield is 

11 110 Ji -i-i. broken, (896) 

places : & whan hys hauberk was broken <fc percec* wytn his coat of mail 
foure sharpe dartes they perce(J an(J woundecJ hym in ^*®*'~' 

32 his body meruaillously. Wherfore by veray force & He is overpower 

•^ 1 -I V •^» bound, & 

for f eblesse he fyl to the erthe & there they took hym blindfolded, (oos).. 

> D viij. » i^d. and. * Ed, xvij. * col. 2. 
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B2 EOLAND AND OTHERS RUSH OUT TO OLIVER'S RESCUE. [ll. XvL 



He cries on 
Charles for help, 
{pl2) 



and on Roland. 
(913) 



Haradas mocks 
him. (9U) 



Roland and the 
other douzeperes 
charge tlie Sara- 
cens : (982) 



each kills a Sara- 
cen. (946) 



Gnyllam, Gual- 
tier, and others 
are slain (968), 
and 



moche outerageously, aii(J after blynfelde hys eyen & 
bonde hym straytely soo that he my3t not see, ne wyst 
not where he was & they sette hym vpon a goo<J hors & 
bonde hym surely. And whan thys valyaunt olyner 4 
was thus dyspourueyedf fro al helpe, fro al syjt, fro al 
hope, anc? fro al comforte, it is good to wete that he was 
in grete desplaysaunce, For he knewe not what they wold 
doo wyth hym. Thenne wyth an hye voys by a compas- 8 
syon of hert he saycJ : " Charlemayn kyng* of noblesse 
Emperour of valure, where art thou now & knowest 
thou not where I am ] seest thou not . what I do 1 
remembrest not me. Noble felawe Rolland] thou art 12 
all a slepe. am I deef or how I may not here the 1 is 
there none of you crysten that remembreth me ? " 
These and suche other complayntes makyng* the kyng* 
Maradas saydf to hym: "Frensshe man, whatsomeuer 16 
thou be thou spekest of folye, For I shal not ete tyl 
thou be hangect.*' These sarasyns ranne wyth olyuer, 
hys eyen blynfelde and hys hondes ^straytly bounden, in 
the garde of four fals tyraunts. Thewne vpon thys in 20 
especyal came Rolland, Thyerry, & al the peres Ss 
Charles hym self also, but thys was ouer late for to saue 
Olyuer. wyth grete cryes they cryed on god & on al the 
sayntes of heuen. And wyth gr^te Ire Holland smote 24 
Corsuble in the brest, Gherard of mondydyer came 
ayenst Turgys, Ogyer smote athenas, And Rychard 
Amancdys; Guy of bourgoyne atteyned brullant. 
There was none of the peres of fraunce but that ouer- 28 
threwe hys man and made so grete dyscomfyte of the 
sarasyns that they were al empesshed to holde them 
to-gyders and to goo theyr waye, but the other paynyms 
that conduyted Olyuer wente alwaye forth. And in 32 
thys bataylle was slayn guyllam, gualtier, & other ynow 
of valyaunte peple & many other of the moyen people & 
others, and laye on the grounde. And gherard de mon- 

• D viij, back. 



JI. i. 16] BOLAND AND OTHKBS PURSUE THE SARACENS, BUT IN VAIN. 83 

dydier, the sone of Duke Thyerry, and? geffroy langeuyn Gerard and Geof- 
they bonde dylygently to theyr horses & rode aweye era. (978) 
wyth them hastely. but whan charles sawe theym thus 

4 ladde for angre he loste almoost hys wytte, AtkJ wyth an 
hyghe voys cryedl : " saue, kepe, and socoure the barons. 
kny^tes desloyal, that ye be slowe ! yf they lede 
awaye the barons ^neuer shal ye fare wel." whan the 

8 Erensshe men herde Charles thus moeued as enraged The French try to 
smote theyr horses wyth theyr spores and wente doun "'*'"* *™' 
of a mountayn. And? there was EollancJ fyrst that helde Roland in the 
hys swerde. durandall drawen for tauenge hym fyersly, 

« 

12 an(J hym that he atteynecJ was sure to passe by the 
deth. For he was al enrageeJ by cause that they ledde 
awaye his felowe Olyuer, & smote a paynym that he 
clefte hym to the myddle of hys body, at that tyme 

16 rolland bare hym myghtely : by cause of the multytude 
of the paynyms he myght not passe forth for to socoure 
the barons prysonners an($ chaced? them more than They chace them 
V myle ferre & coude not approche them. & thenne miles, 

20 were many good knjghtes dee(J, morfounded, and wery. 
And not wythstondyng Rolland sware that he wold 
neuer retorne tyl the barons of fraunce were taken fro 
the handes of theyr enemyes. But he myght not do it, 

24 For the nyght came on <fe wyst neuer whyther to goo. tiii night came 
The sarasyns that were tofore went fleyng* alwaye at 
theyr playsyr. IF Thys seyng* Charles wyst not what 
he shold doo ne say, For he doubted that the paynyms 

28 made a watche & a ryere garde for to close them, IF And 

therfore by force they must leue the felde in ryjt grete when they were 

compelled to turn 

^dysplaysyr & anguysshe ;. and so al they retorned. back, (loao) 

The second' partye of the second' book con- 

32 teyneth xvij chapytres & speketh of the 

tormente of the barons of fraunce, & how 

they that were taken spaken to ballant 

thadmyral of spayne. 

' col. 2. » E j. 
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81 CHARLES DISCOVERS FIBRABRAS : HE HAS HIM CARRIED TO THE CAMP, 

% How Fyerabras was fomideii by Charles, 
and after was baptysed' and' heled' of his 
wonde: ca. primo 

Fter that charles knew that he myght not haue 4 
ageyn Olyuer ne the other prysoners it was force to 
On hu way back / ^ hym to retomo wyth hys people for the nyght was 
charLrflhldB thenne to them greuous ; & also in retomyng* they 
umiOTlTtrM!"* fonde fyerabras vnder a tre languysshyng, to whom J>* 8 
He reproaches ^yng Said : O vnhappy paynym, I ou3t wel to hate the 
*^°^* for hy the been my men prysonners and loste, thou hast 

take fro me oliuer one of the best byloued that I hac? 
emonge al thumayn creatures : hym fat hath be synguler 12 
to mayntene my good? name. & by the in the ende in 
stede of loye thou y eldest me sorowe." whan fyerabras 
vnderstode hym he sore syghecJ & sayd : " ryche 
emperour & noble, the moost myghty of human lygnage, 16 
Fierabrasbegafor In thonour of ^go(J I crye the mercy & pardone me. 

ineroj, (1042) 

It is trouthe that Olyuer hath conquercJ me, I shal not 
hyde it, and I haue promysed? hym that I shal be 
crystned. I haue left & forsaken al my goddes and yelde 20 
me to Ihesus the creatour of the world. And I requyre 
promises to be- the yet that I may be baptysed, and yf I were heled of 

come ChristiaQf 

(1046) my woundes I shal enhaunce to my power the crysten 

fayth & many sarasyns shal be maad crysten ; and by 24 
and to give up the mv moyau the holy sepulcre & the holy reliques shal 

ho^ relics. (1056) 

be delyuerd, for whome ye take grete payne and 
trauaylle. And also I make an oth to you by god in 
whom I now byleue that I am more heuy & sory for 28 
Olyuer that noble knyjt whiche is taken prysonuer 
than I am for my body whyche is mortally wounded, & 
by the grace of god we shal haue hym ones ; wharf ore 
conclude we that I be crystened, For yf I deye sarasyn 32 
Charles has pity it shal be to you reprochc." ^ And vpon thys Charles, 

on him and causes 

hiin to be carried whyche had greto compassyou on hym, made hym to be 

to the camp. 

rio67) borne in to hys lodgyng by his barons, and whan they 

' col. 2. 



li. i.] PIEBABRAS IS BAPTISED BY THE NAME OP FLOREN. 85 

saw hym so hugely membrecJ they al were abasshed of 
his gretenes and largenes, for whan he was vnamie(J he 
was one of the seinelyest men that euer was. IF And 
4 al the Frensshe men gaf grete loes and honour ^to ah the French 
Olyuer that had foughten & ouercomen suche a man ; and flguw. (io76) 
and as he was vnclothed partye of hys woundes opened 
and began to blede wherof hys hert faylled & fyl douii 
8 a-swoune, & roUand anone lyfte hym vp. And in al 
haste they made redy a fonte, & sente for tha[r]che- 
bysshop Turpyn and Naymes, which were moche loyous 
of this that the paynym shold be crystend. & after that 
12 the baptesme was redy the godfaders gaf hym another Heisbapttsed • 
name & was named floren, (but as longe as he lyued he Fioren. (io87> 
was called Fyerabras,) and thenne he was layed in a 
bedde honourable. And at the laste ende of hys dayes After hu death he 

, ^ became a Saint. 

16 he was a saynt and god shewed for hym myracles, and 
is now called Saynt Floren of Eoye. And thenne 
anone charles made hym to be vysy ted by his medycynes chariea orders his 
& Burgyens wel expe^* sercheden al L woundL.^d S^^KZ. 

20 as god wolde they fonde none of his bowellys ewtamed 
ne hurt, wherfore the leches were sure for to delyuer 
hym aj hole wythin ij monethes next after comyng*. 
In makyng thys vysytacion the Emperour charles was 

24 present & sayd to fyerabras : " yf now olyuer & the They assure him 
other barons were here present tofore the we i^old wel wui be weii in 
be contente." And charles was thenne al pencyf and 
heuy moche thynkyng* vpon hys ba-^rons prysoners, but 

28 he maad no more semblaunte. 

% How Olyuer & his felowes were presented* 
to ballant thadmyral and' cruelly passyoned 
in pryson : capitulo ij 

32 fTlHe Sarasyns after they had the barons of frau/^ce The samcens 

cany Oliver 

tofore named for prysoners they taryed not but and the other 
lanne tyl they came in to a ryche cytee namect 5?;^^ (i.u) 

> B j, back. ' col. 2. 
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BALAN LAMENTS OVER THE LOSS OF HIS SON. 



[iL ii* 



Balan enquires 
what tidings they 
bring. (1124) 



Brajllant tells 
him of their 
defeat^ ai29} 



and of Oliver's 
victory over 
Fierabras. (11S2) 



Balan laments 
over his son« 
(1184) 



and tlireatens to 
smash his gods. 



Agrymore ; and^ at the entre of the say(J cyte they 
sownecf and blewe vp trumpes makyng* grete hruyt. 
whan ballant thadmyral, fader of Fyerabras, sawe them 
he came vnto them & fonde there brallant of mommyer, 4 
to whome he sayd : ** brullant my frende, telle to vs of 
your tydynges, how ye haue borne you in my warre and 
alfayres. haue ye taken Charles the emperour whyche so 
moche is redoubte(J, & his peres of fraunce be they 8 
dyscomfyte(J]" Brullant saycJ to hym : " syr admyral, 
the tydynges that I brynge you been alle otherwyse, 
anc? of lasse valewe than ye say. by Charles the kyng 
we haue been almoost defeated and dyscomfyted. For 12 
of hys puyssaunce it is a meruayllous thynge. Fyerabras 
your sone is with hym vaynquysshed by one of his 
barons and is made crysten, & lie was taken vayn- 
quysshed & dyscomfyted in loyal batayl without doyng 16 
ony treson." ^whan thadmyral vnderstode this he fyl to 
therthe al in a traunse, And or he came ageyn to hys 
mynde it was a grete whyle for the sorowe that he had 
of hys sone. and whan he was releued he cryed wyth an 20 
hye voys : " dolaunt vnhappy that I am ! ha ! poure 
caytyf ! what sfeal bycome of me 1 Fyerabr^w, my 
ryght dere sone and heyer, whyther art thou gone? 
Fro whens cometh thys trespaas] wherfore were thou 24 
taken whyche neuer in bataylle were wery ne had re- 
proche 1 ^0 what euyl tydynges been brought to me 
of the ! yf he be crysten I am sory that he lyueth : I 
had moche leuer that he were dysmembred and put to 28 
deth :*' & thenne as a man feble for sorowe fyl doun to the 
grounde and cryed : " brullant of mommy ere, what is 
betyd of the noble kyng of Cordube and of my neuewe 
bruchail; 1 sythe my sone fyerabras the ledar and captayn 32 
of all, yf it be trewe that he be lost I shal smyte oute 
the brayne of Mahommet the god whiche hath promysed 
to me so moche good, to whome I haue gyuen my self 
and yolden." Thus saycng* alle in a rage he tormented 

' E ij. 



II. ii.] OLIVER AND HIS COMPANIONS ARE BROUGHT BEFORE BALAN. 87 

hym self greuously vpon the grounde.^ AncP whan 
thadmyral was a lytel colecP of hys grete yre He de- 
maunded? of Bnillant : " whiche is the knyat that hath Baian enquires 

^ which of the 

4 vaynquys-^shed fyerabras my sone?" brulla7^t answerd : French knights 

overcame Fiera- 

" Syr admyrall, your sone hath be conquerd by yonde bras, (u**) 
knyght : " in shewyng Olyuer whiche was so fayr & wel Broiiiant points 
formed & membred & had emonge al other his eyen 
8 bended. Now anone sayd thadmyral of spayn : " hye 
you & brynge hym to me for I shal neuer ete tyl he be. 
dysmembrect." whan the frenssh men vnderstode that 
he wold do put Olyuer to deth, whiche was al theyr 
12 comforte, begonne to wepe greuously, & olyuer whiche 
vnderstode it sawe them waylle he recomforted them 
sayeng, in suche manere that the sarasyns wyst not 
what they sayd, " My lordes & my brethem, ye knowe ouver warns his 

t /% •nil 1 11 1 IP companions not 

10 our necessite, yf thadmyral my^t know that we be of to teii their 

names. (1155) 

the peres of fraunce our lyues shal be sone termyned, 
for no thyng shal he take pyte of vs but that we shal 
deye shamefully, wherfor I praye you that we al say as 

20 I shal begynne ; " to whome alle the other frensshe men 
prysowners dyd consente, & wold say & do lyke as he 
counceylled them, after that thadmyral had comanded 
them to come tofore hym the paynyms vnarmed them 

24 & bonde faste theyr hondes & blynfelde theyr eyen, 
wherof they were moche greuedf & daungerously hurt : 
& anon thadmyral furiously demaunded olyuer : " bou Baian demands 

% Oliver's name* 

frenssh maw, beware that f ou ^lye not but say to me the (iiee) 
28 trouthe how thou arte named & hyde it not." Olyuer oiiver answers, 
ansuerd & sayd : " syr, I am named eugynes, sone vnto son of a poor 
a yeman of poure lygnage, and was borne in lorayne & y®^"*°» 
cam on a tyme to the courte of Charles emperour, 
32 whiche gaf to me armes & after adoubed me knyght : 

& also my felawes that ye see tofore you ben poure and says that aii 

his companions 

knyghtes aduenturous & haue enterprysea payne to are poor knights, 
serue our kyng, by cause fat by our seruyce we myjt 
be auaunced & haue somme good! guerdon & rewarde." 
' JEW. grouude. * col. 2, ' E ij, back. 



88 BALAN W1SHB8 TO KILL THE FBBNCH AT ONCE : BRUILLANT INTEBFOSES. 



Btttan i« vexed at 
this, (1172j 



and orders his 
chamberlain to 
bind the French 

to a pillar that he 
may shoot at 
thenu 



Bmniant Inter- 
poeee, and re- 
minds him that 
the day is far 
gone. 



and, moreover, 
Charles might 
give Fierabras in 
exchange for the 
prisoners. (1181) 



Balan assents, 
and orders them 
to prison. (1184) 



^*0 Mahoun/' saycf tljadmyral, *'now I am v^el 
deceyued. I supposed by my god that I had had fyue 
of the valyaimtest erles of fraunce & of the grettest, & 
thought I had the kayes of fraunce by the moyen of .these 4 
barons/' & anone called barbacas his chamberlayn and 
sayd to hym anone : " depesshe the, take these frensshe 
men and despoyle them & bynde them harde to that pyler 
& after brynge me my dartes wel sharped wyth yron, & 8 
I shal shote at them and smyte hem at my playsyr." 
thoTine aroos bruUant & sayd : *^ syr admyral, I praye you 
that at thys tyme that ye do not that enterpryse, for it 
fihal not be wel doo. ye see wel that it is in the euen- 12 
tyde & ouer late to do lustyce, & so ye myght be blamed, 
seen that your seygnorye ne your lor-Mes be not here 
now present, wherfore I praye you that at thys tyme ye 
do no thyng to them tyl to-morowe atte houre that 16 
eche man knowe it^ & your lugemerat shal the better be 
approued. For I knowe wel that they haue deserued 
it wel euydently. And on that other syde yf charles 
the emperour wold yelde ageyn to you Fyerabras your 20 
sone wyth his good wylle ye myght semblably remyse 
to hym these frenssh men that ye now haue." " for 
your loue," sayd thadmyral, " I am contente/* and sente 
for Brutamont whych was kepar of the pry son, and gaf 24 
to hym grete charge to kepe the frensshe men and that 
he be wel sure of them, and that he sette them in suche 
place for to lerne how they haue wrought folyly for to 
come it to hys kepyng*. 28 

% Of the pryson wherin that the Frensshe men 
were lodged'. And how they were yysyted 
by the fajrre Elorypes doughter of the 
admyral, and' of the beaulte of hyr : ca. iij 32 

AFter that ballant thadmyral of Spayne had com- 
maunded that the Frensshe men were sette in 

' col. 2. 



II. iii.] THE FRENCH KNIGHTS ARE OAST INTO A FILTHY DUNGEON. 89 

greuous pry-^son brutamont the geayler made Olyuer & Bnitamont takes 
his felawes to auale doun in to a pryson moche daun- knights to a deep 
gerous, whyche was so depe and strayt in the grounde '*'**^'** 
4 that no ly^t myght be seen : in the which were put 
& nourysshed serpentes, crapauldes, and other beestes ftiUofserpente 

and other orea- 

venemous and detestable ; in whyche place al stenche tures. (ii»5) 
was comprysed. and there passed a streme of the salte 
8 see whiche had hys entree wythout conduyt, by wliiche 
water myght one passe whan the tyde was passed. & 
or the kepar of the pryson went he blynfeld them & 
shet the dore aboue them, & they beyng in this fylthe 
12 and stenche anon the water came so habundantly that The ude rises ai 

. , high as their 

the poure frenssh men were m the water vnto their shoulders. 

shotdres. Thenne the woundes of olyuer began to 

smerte by cause of the salte water that it perced hys The salt water 

T». ca*!"** Oliver's 

1 o hert. ye may wel thynke the payne was grete, But in wounds to smart, 
especyal of olyuer, wMch was hurt mortaUy in many 
places & had grete necessyte of remedye, & he was in a 
place where al his paynes were renewed & his woundes 

20 opened : for anon as he felte hym bayned in the salte 
water he fyl doun a swoune & had be dede that tyme 
ne had be gherard de mondydyer who susteyned hym. 
& ye may demaunde me how they were not drowned 

24 seeyng* that the water grewe alwaye. ^ye shal vnder- 

stonde that in that pryson of aduenture were two grete They save them- 

selves flroiu 

pylers wel xv fote hye vpon whiche by grete force they drowning bj 

■..«_ t-ii oi_ climbing a pillar. 

gate vp olyuer whicn my3t not helpe hym. & whan 
28 olyuer was sette therupon in grete awguysshe he waylled 
& sayd : " o poure man & vnhappy put vnder by fals 
fortune ! Eeyner my dere fader, for goddes sake what ouver lamenu 

over his fiite. 

do ye 1 knowe ye where I am 1 thynke ye what I makei 
32 knowe ye my sorowel ye shal neuer see me." this 
sayeng & other lamentable wordes of desolacyon the 
valyaunt man Gherard sayd to hym : " Syr oliuer, wayle Gerard cheen 
nomore : vnto suche a knyght as ye be it apperteyneth 

« B iij. » col. 2. 



90 FliORIPAS HEARS THEIR CRIBS : DESCRIPTION OF HER BEAUTT. 

not to make suche complainte. reioyce we our self Ss 

traiste we in god, whych I wold it plesecJ that now we 

snd wishes h« had that be here were aboue at large al armed & eche a good 

his sword, 

and could get at swerde in his hande onely : for I make a yowe to god 4 

the Saraceus. 

that or we sholfJ be put in to this pytte vaynquysshed 

I shold put to deth iijC sarasyns or moo." the frensshe 

men beyng* on these pylers of marble afore bb.j& in 

Fioripas hears sucho wyse sayeng & other wordes Florypes the syster 8 

groans. (1202) of fyerabras & doughter of thadmyrall herd them Ss had 

grete compassyon of Jj® complayntes that Olyuer made. 

She is young and this doujter was youge & not maryecf, was wel comprysed 

well DQlftdo * 

wuh lips like a of body ; resonable of lengthe, ^whyt & rody as rose in 12 
rose ay. may^^ jj^yj. heyro was shynyng as the fyne golde, & hir . 

vysage termyned in lytel of lengthe : and! hyr chere 
her eyes like a lawhyng, hyr eyen clere as fawcon mued, & sparklyng 
con s: ^^^^ y g^jygg ^jjg vysage had she deuysedl moche egally, 16 

her nose strayt whiche was wel semely ; the ij browes 
whiche were aboue the eyen appyeryng made shadowe ; 
hyr chekys rounde, whyt as the flour de lys, a lytel 
hermouth small: tyssued with reed; & vnder the nose was her mouth 20 
roundette, enhaunced in competent space, fro the chynne 
al wel proporcyoned to the remenaunte of the hede : 
her shoulders with litel sholdres strayte & egalle : Ss tof ore aboue the 
SUV'""." gyrdle hir pappes were reysecJ after the fecyon of y 24 
*^^*** apples, rounde and eiien as the coppe of a l[i]tel mon- 

tayn. An(J she was cladde wyth a robe of purple 
meruayllously ryche fylled & pouldre(J with sterres of 
fyn golde, whyche was made of one of the fayrye, & it 28 
was of grete vertu for the persone that had it myght 
So feir is she that neuer be poysoned of herbe ne of venym. And florypes 
would satisfy a was SO fayre wyth hyr abyllements that yf a persone 
fasted 8 or 4 days, had faste<J iij or iiij dayes with out etyng*, & he myght 32 

see hyr he shold be replenysshed & fylled. & more ouer 
Her mantle was she bare a mantel 1 whiche was made in the yle of colchos 

made by a fairy t> i n a / \ t 

at Colchos. of a woman of the fay-^rye (there as lason gate the 

» E iij, back. » col. 2. 



SHE WISHES TO SEE AND SPEAK WITH THE FRENCH KNIGHTS. 91. 

fliese of golde, as it is redde in the destructyon of troye 
almoost at the begyimyng) whiche mantel ha(J so swete 
an odour that it was memaylle. wherfor of the beaulte 

4 of this damoysel eche ma,n meruayllecl. & as I haue said 
tofore she had wel herde the complaynt of the frensshe 
men in pryson & in especyal of Olyuer of whome she 
had grete pyte, and departed fro hyr chambre with xij 

8 maydens hir subgettes, & entred first in to the halle Fioripas enters 
where as the paynyms were moche desolate for fyerabras 
whiche was taken & many other grete lordes whiche 
were deed. & whan the doughter had! demaundedl »nd i« toW of her 

brother's capture. 

12 tydynges they tolde hyr fat hir broder fyerabras was 
teiken & yaynquysshed ; wherfore anone she made a 
grete crye and syghed for anguysshe. thenne was al the 
sorowe renewed for hyr sake emonge them, & whan she 

16 had cessyd a lytel of wepyng* she sente anone for bruta- 

mont Ss sayd to hym, " what be they that I haue herde she asks Brat&- 
speke in the pryson that ben so sorouf ull " IT " Madame," prisoners are. 

f 12 161 

said the porter, "they be frewssh men longyng to Heteiisher.ciaig) 
20 Charles the Kyng' whiche neuer cesse to destroye our 
lawe, slee our peple, repreue our creauwce, and sette a 
nought our goddes : & haue ben aydyng* to slee Fyera- 
bras your broder. emong whom ther is one of grete 
24 ^valure whyche is one of the best made men that euer 
was knowen, andf hath ben so myghty that he conquerd 
in loyal batayl Fyerabras." Anone florypes had enuye rioripas wishes to 

— - - see and speak with 

to here hym speke & sayd to brutamowt : " I wyl speke them, (ism) 
28 with hem ; come and opene the pryson, for I wyl 
knowe of theyr fayt." brutamont answerd and sayd : 
** Madame, ye shal pardonne me : ye may not see them but Bmtamont 

A ■! i • reftwes to open 

by cause of the f ylthe and dysnoneste of the place : it the door, {uss) 
32 apperteyneth not to you. and on that other syde your 
fader hath deffended me that noo persone shal approche 
the pryson. And I remembre me now wel that oftymes 
by a woman I have knowen somme shamed & deceyued." 

* E iiij. 



92 FLORIPAS OFFERS TO RELEASE THEM IF THET WILL DO AS SHE WISHES. 

FioripM id en- whan floripes vnderstood sfee was for anirre almoost fro 

raged, (1284) 

hyr self and saydf to hym : " euyl glouton despytous, 
oughtest thou to yeue me suche langagel I promyse 
the that I shal make the to be payed Portly/' & called 4 

•nd with a staff hyr chamberlayn whyche gaf to hyr a staffe, and she 
made semblaimte to opene the pryson and brutamont 
gaynsayed it, & sodeynly she, seyng* the porter wyth- 
stonde hyr, gaf hym suche a stroke on the vysage ]>at 8 

strikes him on sHc made hys eyen flee oute of his heed, & after be fyl 

the head and kills o-i iii o.i i jti 

him, (1261) , doun & there she slew hym & threwe hym wythout 

and throws him - ... • x xi. i. xi. 

into the dungeon, knowyng 01 the sarasyns m to the pryson where the 

frensshe *men were : wherof tbey were sore aferde and 12 
abasshed whan they berd hym, wenyng to them that it 
had be the deuyl which wold haue tempted & deceyued 
Fioripas opens them. Theime anone florypes dyd doo lyght a torche & 

dyd do open the pryson & put in the lyght tofore hyr for 16 
to see the prysonners, & cam nyghe to the pyler & sayd 
and asks the to them : IT " ye lordes, telle to me what ye ar & how 
thej are. (1266) ye be named: hyde ye no thyng fro me."* Olyuer 
Oliver answers ansuerd & Said : " My fayr lady, we ben of fraunce & 20 
men of charlemayns, & haue ben brou3t hyther to thad- 
myral, which hath comaunded vs to be here in thys cruel 
prison : & moche better were it for vs that be dyd vs to 
be dysmembred & dye than tabyde in tbis place." the 24 
curtoys florypes, not-withstondyng fat she was not 
crystened, had so grete noblesse & so grete compassyon 
Fioripas oflfers to and Said to them : " I promyse you that I shal put you 

release them >f . « . , . ., • o i e\n 

they will promise out 01 this prysoii, SO that ye promette & swere that ye 28 
wuhes. (1280) shal helpe me to that that I shal say to you." Olyuer 
Oliver promises, ansuerd : " thcrof, madame, I you assure, & tbat ye 
shal fynde vs all suche by efFecte as ye shal desyre, & 
faythful & trewe. For neuer were we otber ne neuer 32 
shal be. & be ye sure that we shall neuer fayle you as 
longe as we shall haue lyf in our bodyes, so fat we be 
f urnysshed of armes & been ^aboue for to meddle wytb 
» col. 2. « E iiij, back. 



FLORIPAS BBLEASES THE FRENCH EKIQHTS FROM THE DUNQBON. 93 

the sarasyns, I s^al make to them a grete dyscomfyte/' 
" vassal," sayd the doughter, " ye may auaunte you ouer FiorfpM heign wm 
moche : yet ye be there an(J wel ferre for to be oute 
4 and yet menace ye them that ben at theyr lyberte. It 
is better a man wysely to be stylle than folysshly to 
speke." Gherard sayd to the lady : *' Dampysel, I shal G«rard excuaw 

bin. (1296) 

saye to you one worde. he that is deteynedl and strongely 
8 empesshed singeth gladly for to forgete his payne and 
melancholye." And Floripes byhelde gherard the 
ciurtoys whyche excused Olyuer of that whyche he 
spake ouer hardyly, but thys was not grete meruaylle. 
12 For of the loye that olyuer had whan the lady said to 
hym that they shold be put oute of pryson hym thought 
thenne to be out and armed at his free wylle. But the 
lady sayd to gherard : IT " In trouthe, syr, ye can wel Pioripas oompu. 

ments Oerard« 

16 say and excuse your felowe redyly. And I byleue (isos) 
veryly that ye can wel playe with maydens of eage inr 
somme chaumbre vnder curteynes & dysporte you in 
loue : I trowe ye knowe how and what maner." GuiUaia 

20 the scot answerd and sayd : " by my sowle, madame, 
ye say sotb, & of hym ye haue wel deuyned : for fro 
hens vnto iijC myle ye shal not fynde hys pere, 

'^ How the frensshe men were put oute* of 

24 pryson and were vysyted' by the noble 

mayde Floripes and' of the beaulte of hyr 

chaumbre : capitulo iiij 

WHan the fayr Florypes had spoken at hir playsyr 
wyth the barons prysonners she called hir 
chamberlayn and made hym to brynge a corde & a sta£fe FioHpas sends for 
bounden ouerthwart^ & after lete it doun. And whan 
the frensshe men sawe it they made fyrst Olyuer to goo and with it draws 

np Oliver, 

32 vp, & the lady and hyr chamberleyn drewe hym vp by 

grete force : & after that the other wente vp lyghtly J^ *• ®***®" 

' ooL 2, * Ud, outo. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE CHAMBER OP FLORIPAS. 



[ii. iv. 



Floripas leads 
them by an old 
disnaed iMssage 
to her duanbeTf 
(lS19j 



which was built 
by Methosaieh. 

It stands on a 
rock snrrounded 
by the sea, {l^iSS) 



and has a wonder- 
Ail garden. 



Maragond, Flori- 
pas' governess, 
recc^nises Oliver 
and the other 
French knights, 
flS58) 



and threatens to 
tell the Emir. 
(1858) 



Floripas pitches 
her out of the 
window. (1809) 



yiiough. anc^ after s&e ledde them by- an olde gate and 
secrete, and wythoute knowyng of ony paynym efie 
made them to entre in to hyr chambre, wherof thentre 
was made meruayllously after the sarasyns werke. 4 
Aboue the cbyef yate was made by grete scyence the 
heuen & the sterres, the sonne, the mone, the tyme of 
somer & of wynter ; wodes, montaynes, byrdes, beestes, 
& fysshe were there paynted of all fygures and lyke- 8 
nesse by meruayllous f acyon : & after somme scryptures 
the sone of mathusale dyd do make it. And thys 
chambre stood vpon a blacke rocke al enuyrouned wyth 
the see, and in one of the quarters ^was a gardyu 12 
pretoyre meruayllously fayr wherin floures ne fruytes 
f aylled neuer, & there of al maladyes and sekenesses 
sauf onely of the maladye of deth was founden comforte 
and good helpe. There within grewe mandegloyre. 16 
•And with the fayre Floripes were in the gallerye these 
ladyes, Clarmondyne, florette, Florymonde, & many 
other fayr vyrgynes. And hir maistresse named mara- 
gonde sayd to Florypes : " A, madame, I knowe wel 20 
these frensshe men. yonder goodly man that ye there 
see is Olyuer, whyche is sone to Eeyner of genes and 
broder to Audeyne, one of the fayrest that is borne of a 
woman. And thys is he that hath vaynquysshed fyera- 24 
Tjras thy broder. & that other la gherard of Mondidier, 
which oftymes hath be praysed & honoured. And 
there is willyam de scot : & the camuse whyche is the 
hyndmest is geffroy langeuyn. but I praye to my god 28 
mahomet that he curse me yf I euer ete or drynke tyl 
I haue tolde your fader my lord thadmyrall." Floripes 
anone chaunged al her colour whan she herde these 
wordes, & moche secretly she reteyned hyr Ire ayenst 32 
hyr & called thys woman to hir by the wyndowe, &gaf 
hyr so grete a stroke that she fyl to the grounde : and . 
called her varlet whyche cam to ^hyr prestly and threwe 



E V. 
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the woman in -to the see. For Florypes redoubted 
mocbe hyr fader & his malyce. & whan thys olde 
woman tomble(J in to the see Florypes sayd to hyr : 
4 U ** Now goo, thou olde & despytous wretche ; thou 
hast thy guerdon. I am now sure that the frensshe 
men that ben here ne shal neuer be encombre(} ne in 
daunger by the." and herof the barons made grete loye ; The French 
8 Ss thenne Floripes the noble lady came vnto the Frensshe lighted, cmi) 
men and kyssed them swetely, Ss whan she sawe oliuer, Fion'pas sees the 
whyche was al blody, and knewe wel that he was hurte ouver's ^und, 
she sayd to hym : " Syr Olyuer, ne doubte ye not for ^^^^^ 

12 1 shal rendre you anone al hole and in good helthe : ** 

Ss wente to the mandegloyre and took a lytel : & anone and heals him 
as oliuer had vsed it he was al hole & reduced in to (issa; 
good helthe. The barons beyng in this noble chambre 

iQ anone had good fyre, and after were fette to the table The knights are 
and wel pourueyed of al good vytaylle and delycyous food, bath«, and 
metes, of .whyche they had grete nede by cause of the ^ '^'*^*^ 
grete hungre that they thenne had endured, and after 

20 mete they had the baynes chauffed. And thenne they 
bayned and refayted them at theyr ease ; and at the 
comyng* out of theyr baynes they were wel adoubed 
wy th m antels ry che of ^ sy Ike & golde broudred. & thewne 

24 Floripes sayd : " lordes barons, ye knowe wel how I 
haue put my self in grete daunger to brynge you oute 
of pryson mortal, and ye be here in surete as ferre as 
no man hath herde vs. For yf of aduenture it were 

28 knowen it shold tume vs to euyl. I am not in doubte PioHpas reminds 

. . 1 ii them of what she 

Olyuer whyche is here present hath ouercomen my has done fur them. 

ns96) 
brother, to whome naturelly I ought to do repreef. I 

knowe you wel alle, be ye nothyng abasshed : ye knowe 

32 wel that ye liaue promysed that my secrete shal be 

hydde emonge you." and after the sayd Florypes sayd: Fioripasteiis 

them she has 

" lordes, I shal say to you there is a knyght in fraunce^ long iove.i any of 

Bnrgimdy, (1411) 

whome I haue longe tyme loued : he is named guy of 
* E y, back. ' Ed, frannce. 



96 FLOBIPAS TELLS THE KNIGHTS THAT SHE LOVES GUY OF BURGUNDY. 

"bourgoyne, whiche is the moost godelyest man tliat I 
knowe & is of the parentage of Charlemayn & of the 
whom she had myjty Eolland. IT On a tyme whan I was at Eome I 
with Lucifer, sawe hym, & sythe that tyme I haue gyuen to hym myn 4 
came hSi,^^*^ heit. whan my fader the admyral destroyed Eome, 
lacafar of bandas which was moche redoubtecJ emonge 
the Paynyms & the say(J guy of bourgoyne lusteden to- 
gyder, but the sayd? guy valyauwtly smote hym dounto 8 
the erthe from hys hors, whyche moche plesycJ me, 
An<J took in gree the valyauwce of hym in suche wyse 
that yf I haue* ^hym not to husbond? I shal neuer 
ForhiBsakeaheis majyo. And! for the loue of hym I wyl be baptysed 12 
a Christian. (uS) & byleuo in the gO(J ^f crysten men." With these 
wordes the frensshe men were moche loyous, and gyuen 
grete thankynges to god for the good wjlle of thys fayre 
mayde. and Gherard de mondydyer sayd to hyr : 16 
Ge^nird says they <* Madame, I swcre to you that yf we now were armed? 

will do anything 

ifshe will give & were in the halle emonge the sarasynswe sholdmake 

them arms. 

on them a grete dyscomfyture." But florypes was wyse 

and sayd : " lordes, late vs thynke wysely on our 20 

affayres. And sythe that ye be in surete take a litel 

Fioripaa gives reste. Loo, here yj maydens of grete noblesse : Eche 

a-piece, of you take one for hys owne, for the better to passe 

wyth the tyme : & reste and take your playsyr, And 124 
shal warante you. For as for myself I shal neuer haue 
to do with man but wyth Guy of bourgoyne to whome 
I haue gyuen my herte." Neuertheles for to consyder 
wel this chapytre there was a grete werke comprysed 28 
whan fyrst florypes the curtoys which was a paynym 
All this was very had dcsyre to speke wyth the frensshe men. alle this 
but shows the * toucheth wcl the desyre & wylle of wymmen for to 
of women" ***' ^ kuowo ncwo thynges and tydynges, but as moche as 32 
touched the werke that she dyd ayenst the kepar of 
the pryson & how they were taken ^ oute That was the 
werke of a man wel approued, and it had ben grete 

» col. 2. « E vj. 
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damage yf these barons had? ahyden in pryson. But the 
fayth of persones doth grete alegement of tormente, for 
the sayntes of heuen by theyr holy fayth haue obteyned 

4 heuen, and many other terry en men victorye of theyr 
enemyes. an($ wyth good ryghthe thatfyghteth for the 
fayth, ancJ it happe that he be deteynecJ, the mercy of 
god« is nyghe for to delyuer hym. The cause wherfore 

8 they were delyuerd? fro pryson was come fro ferre, that and the knighta 

- « J. , , *. 1 1 . had to thank her 

was of rome, tor guy of -bourgoyne whome sne had in love for Guy for 
loue, ancJ was contente for to be baptyse($ and^ byleue in * *^ " **^ 
go(J for to haue the saycJ guy in maryage to hyr hus- 
12 bon(J. wherfore it may not wel be comprysecJ how loue 
in thys damoysel was fyxe(J and comprysed of longe 
afFectyon, the which was cause of sauyng^ of the pry- 
soners whyche were, as I haue sayd, in grete daunger. 



16 ^ How kyng' charles sente to Ballant thad- 

^ myral, sen en peres of Eraunce whyche 

wold' not haue goon : capitulo v 

IHe Due of genes, fader of Olyuer, which my^t not 




20 I slepe ne ete ne drinke for the sorowe that he Reyner i« in great 
hacJ for ^his sone, whan he myght no lenger (i428) ^' 
endure, he came to kyng charles, and! sayd to hym : • 
" Syr Emperour, for the loue of gO($ haue pyte on me ! 

24 ye knowe my sorowe : ought I to lose olyuer my sone, 
for whome I am in contynuell anguysshe 1 yf I haue 
none other tydynges, I shal deye or ij dayes of melan- 
colye, or of force I must put my self on the waye to goo and says he must 

28 thyder." whan charles vnderstode hym, he was moeuedl (lisi) 
andl full of compassyon for the melancolye of Eeyner, 
& sente for Eollandl and sayd? to hym : " Fayre neuewe charies teiis 

. .1 Roland that he 

rolland, vnderstonde me. To-mome in the momyng* must go to Baian, 
32 thou must goo to Aygremore, & shalt say to ballant *"" mornnpr, 
thadmyral wythoute ony hydyng*, that he delyuer to the 

* e vj, col. 2. 
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and demand from 
liiin the relics and 
the release of his 
prisoners. (1436) 



Roland remon- 
Btratee, 



as also does 
Najraes. (1446) 



Charles says 
Naymes shall go 
too. (1452) 



Bnsyn protests, 

and Charles orders 

liim to go also, 

ri458) 

and likewiffe 

Terry, (1472) 

Ogier, (1480) 



Richard of Nor- 
mandy, (1460) 



and Gay of Bar- 
gandy. (1488) 



the crowne of Ihesu cryst & the other relyques for 
which I haue taken grete payne : And after aske of 
hym my barons whom he holdeth in pryson. And! yf 
he wythsaye the, say to hym that I shal hym do be 4 
drawen vylaynously, & after hawge hym by the necke, 
his eye[n] bounden as a theef/' whan he had said, Eol- 
lan(J answer^ : " Syr kyng* and fayre vncle^ haue mercy 
on me ! I am wel sure that yf I goo, verayly I shal 8 
neuer see you." IT The duke naymes was there, whyche 
8ay(J : " syr emperour, take hede what ye doo. RoUandf 
is your neuewe ; ye knowe of what ^ valewe he is of. yf 
he goo thyder, he shal neuer come ageyn." " Andf I 12 
assure you," saycJ Charles, " that ye shal goo wyth hym, 
ancJ here my letters that I sende to thadmyral." Thys 
sayd!, Basyn the genewey came forth, and sayd to hym : 
"& how, syr, wyl ye thus lese your knyghtes 1 I am 16 
certayn that yf they goo as ye haue sayd?, that there shal 
not one retorne." IT Charles sware by liis eyen in his 
heed, that basyn shold goo wyth the other tweyne, and 
so ther shal be thre. Thyerry, due of ardayne, saycJ 20 
lyke to thother ; therfore he was ordeyned? to goo also. 
Ogyer the danoys semblably saydl they ought not goo ; 
and therfore he was ordeyned to here them felywshyp. 
Rychard of Normandye came to the emperour and 24 
sayd : " Syr kyng<, I am al abasshed how ye haue noo 
pyte of your knyghtes, whyche wyllyngly ye wyl make 
them to deye. I wote wel yf they goo thyder, ye haue 
loste them." "by the god on whome I byleue," sayd 28 
charles, " ye shal goo wyth the other ; and thenne shal 
ye be vj for to here my letters to ballant thadmyral 
whome I soo moche hate." And after, he behelde guy 
of bourgoyne, and sayd to hym : " come to me : ye are my 32 
cosy n, and of my next parentage ; ye shall be the seuenth 
for to doo my message to thadmyral of spayne. ^And^ 
ye shal say to hym that I purpose to baptyse hym, & 
* 6 vj, back. ' e vj, back, col. 2. 
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that he holde of me his Royame, hys townes and hys 
cy tees, & that he delyuer to me the relyques for whome 
I take on me soo grete payne and trauaylle. And yf he 

4 gaynsaye it, say ye to hym that I shal doo hange hym, 
and make to dye vylaynously." "alas !" sayd Guy of ouy begs off, 
bourgoyne, " ryght dere syr and emperour, I knowe now 
wel that ye wyl lese me. yf I goo, I am sure I shal neuer 

8 retome." & thenne at euen they went al to souper. 
And! on the morne, assone as the sonne aroos, the seuen in the morning 
barons aforesaydl came tofore Charles, And! syr ^aymes appear before 

Charles (1499) 

said for them al : " Emperour of noblesse, redoubted in ' 

12 al places, we been here for tobeye thy commaundement. 

We praye the that thou gyue vs lycence and congie for 

to departe ; & yf there be ony persone here present, or in 

al thexcersyte, that hath trespaced to vs, we pardonne 

16 hym, & semblably yf we haue offended to ony. In 

thonour of god that it be pardonned to vs." with these 

wordes all the frensshe men that were present began to 

wepe for pyte. And charles sayd to the barons : 

20 " Ryght dere and wel byloued, vnto god of heuen I who commends 

them to God, 

commaunde you ; and the meryte of his holy passyon 
and of the holy crosse be in your ayde & comfort." 
And so they departed on theyr wave hastely, transport- a»»d so they 

•^ , J J J* r depart. (1503) 

24 yng them vnto the straunge contreye, 

^ How the admyral sente xv kynges sarasyns 

to Charles for to haue ageyn fyerabras, 

which were recountred' by the peres of 

28 fraunce, and' slayn : capitulo vj 

'^N* aygremore was thenne ballant thadmyral, al 
sorowful and angry, & had sente for xv kynges sarar B»iiau caiu a 
syns for to haue theyr counceyll, whiche at hys 
32 commaundement came : & one maradas, the moost fyerce 

of the XV, spake fyrst to ballant and sayd : " Syr admyral, Mamdaa asks 

* e vy. 
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100 BALAN SENDS 15 KINGS TO DEMAND THE SURRENDER OF FIERABRA5. 

why they have "wherf oTe hast thou sente for vs 1 " ballant answerd and 
ther. (1616) sayd : " lordes, I shal say to you y trouth. Charle- 

mayn of fraunce requyreth of me grete folye. For he 
wyl that I be subgette to hym, & that I holde al my 4 
londes of hym. but thys shal not be ; and he is a moche 
fole, me thynketh, to enterpryse suche folyes. It were 
better to hym to take hys playsyr to slepe, & reste in 
his chambres hys olde body, & praye god in his 8 
Baian tells them chyTches, and! ete suche as he hath. Neuertheles I 

that they muKt go i.i. xij. j-l 

the next morning counceyl you that ye goo to hym to mormyonde where 
(1522)""^**'^ ** as he is lodged, and say to hym that I comauwde ^hym, 

olde dotard, that he byleue in mahoun our god wy th- 1 2 
and demand from oute delaye ; & aboue that, for to sende and yelde to me 

Charles the sur- 

render of Fiera- ageyn my sone Fyerabras, for whome I am deteyned in 

bras, and homage . a-ia.i -ri 

for France. (1526) greto atiguysshe and sorowe. And furthermore I wyl 

that he holde of me al Fraunce and hys regyons : and 16 
yf he do not as ye shal deuyse, I shal goo fetche hym 
wyth an hondred thousand men armed. And yf by 
aduenture ye f ynde in your waye ony crysten man, smyte 
of his heed wythout ony mercy : " whan thadmyral had 20 

Maradas pro- sayd, Maradas answerd : " Syr ad my rail, I knowe now 

tests, but says 

they will go. wel that ve wyl haue vs destroyed, for the frewssh men 

(US8) 

ben moche felons. And yf we say that ye haue purposed, 
he shal sone make an ende of vs, for we shal be dys- 24 
membred. but byleue ye not that I say thys for coward- 
yse or for to eschewe your commaundement, but that I 
wyl accomplysshe it. For I haue suche courage, that yf 
by aduenture I medle wyth these crysten men, I shal 28 
put to dethe ten or I be wery. And yf I do not as I 
haue sayd, I wyll that ye do smyte of my hede." alle 
his felawes sayden that eche of them ehold do as wel 

They arm them- as Maradas ; ivherfore wythoute more delyberacyon they 32 
wente to horse-backe, wel arme'?, & grete speres in theyr 

and start. (IM8) houdss, with penouws ^reyscd puyssauntly, and Jour- 
neyed forth on theyr waye, and rested not tyl they 
* e vij, col. 2. * e vij, back. 
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passed? the brydge of mantryble ; & assone as they myght, 
they passed ouer. And? the frensshe men afore named? After they had 
came and recountre($ those sarasyns. AncJ fyrst, due Naymes sees them 
4 Naymes espyecJ them, & sayd to his felowes : " lor($ wid Sfrightened. 
g0(J of heuen, what enterpryse hath these sarasyns made ! 
See ye not them, how they come ayenst vs wyth grete 
puyssauwce 1 aduyse we vs what is best to doo." EoUand 
8 sayd : " my lordes, ne doubte ye noo thynge. Beholde, Roland advises 
anct see them ; they be not passyng' xx or xxx ; late vs (ises) 
ryde stray te to them." They alle were of hys oppynyon, 
and ryde forth fast ayenst them. IT Of the partye of 
12 the sarasyns waa Maradaa puyssaunt & wel armecf, 

whyche went and? say($ to the frensshe men : " how be Maradaa chai- 

lengesthein,(1568) 

ye so Infortunat ancF cursea to come ana mete wyth vs, 
and ye be cristen]" Duke IN'aymes ansuerd : "what 
16 someuer thou be, thou spekest vylaynnously and? ouer 
folysshly : we be men longyng to y redoubtect emperour 
Charles, and goo in hys name to do a message to Ballant 
thadmyral." Maradas sayd to hym : " ye be in dauwger ; and asks if any of 

, _ ^ „ _ _ them will fight 

20 wyl ye defende you or doo otherwyse i iNaymes wm. (i576) 
ansuercJ : "we wyl defende vs by the helpe of Iheau 
our maker." maradas said : " which ^of you dare luste 
ayenst me 1 " "I am al redy," saycJ IN'aymes. Maradas Naymea offers to 

do 90, (1577) 

24 sayd : " thou art moche presumptuous ; For yf I had? but Maradas 
suche ten as thou arte, I wold confounded them al wyth and say* he is too 
my swerde, and here theyr hedes to thadmyral, wythout ^ ' 
gretely to wery me." and after sayd to hys felawes : 

28 " herkene hyther, syrs, I wyl that no persone of you 
moeue. For I allone wyl conquere them alle ; and after 
I shal present them to ballant thadmyrall." whan rolland 
had herde, he was almoost araged for anger, and after Roland is enraged 

_ at this, 

32 sayd to Maradas : " thou hast folyly spoken and thought 

thyng whyche thou shalt neuer see. or it be euen, Jjou 

f^alt knowe what we can do. kepe the fro me, for I 

deffye the." And whan he had thus sayd^ he broched 

^ e vij, back, co\ 2. * Orig, confonnde. 
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ohanres at Win, hvs hoTs wyth his spores sharply. And they recountred 

(1580) 

soo harde with their speres square & sharpe, that it was 
grete meruayle that bothe were not dede with y stroke, 
theyr hawberks were al to-broken. And wyth theyr 4 
swerdes they smote the helmes rychely wronght. 
andcntshim Eolland was SO furyous, that he^ helde durandal, and 

down with 

DurandaL (i«)5) araught maradas vpon his helme, that he descerkled and 
departed it ; & after by grete force recouerd hys stroke 8 
vpon hys bare hede, and clefte it vnto vnder hys brayne : 
and al dede ma^radas fyl doun to therthe. whan the 
other sawe kynge Maradas dede, and that Eolland wolde 
haue home awaye hys heed, they loked eche on other as 12 

The other Sara- al abasshed, and concluded to take vengeaunce on the 

oens try to avenge - , ^ 

his death, irensshe men, and ronnen vpon rolland for to haue put 

hym to deth, but he deffended hym ouer meruayllously. 
And there-vpon that one partye came vpon that other, 16 
& helde them in bataylle so valyauntlye, in especyal 

but are all slain the frensshe men ayenst the sarasyiis, that alle the 

save one, (1624) 

paynyms were slayne, & none saued of the xv, but one, 
who escaped and whiche flcdde whan he sawe his felowes dede, and went 20 

carried tlie news 

to Baian. (1827) for to shewe how they were destroyed by the frenssh 
men, & neuer cessed tyl he came to thadmyral. To 
whome thadmyral sayd : " Syr kynge, ye be wel hasty 
to retome 1 telle me now how ye haue done." That 24 
other sayd to hym : " syr admyrall, by mahoun, it gooth 
ryght euyl. beyonde the brydge of mantryble we 
recountred seuen glotons of frauwce, which were men of 
kyng* Charles al enraged, and sayd that they came in 28 
hys name to do a message vnto you. & after, they ranne 
vpon vs, and haue doon theyr deuoyr so gretely ayenst 
vs, that al be dede sauf I, whyche am escaped wyth 
grete payne for to come and she we to you." whan 32 
thadmyral vnder'^stode thys, he was almoost dede for 
sorowe of the deth of hys kynges aforesayd. 

1 Orig, he he. ' e viij. ' e yiij, col. 2 
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% Of the meruayllous bridge of Mantryble ; 
of the trybute there payed' for to passe 
ouer, and' how wyth fayr wordes the 
frenssh men passed ouer the said brydge : 
capitulo vij 

Han the frensshe men aforesayd had put to deth The French rest 

the sarasyns, they were al trauaylled and^ wery, aud debate* what 

8 " andf wente an(J reste(J them in a medowe al • 
grene and ful of swete floures : and after sayd the due 

naymes : " my lordes, I counceylle you that we retorne Naymea propoaeg 

/-ni 1. 11 1 1 D-r *** return, (3658) 

to Charles, and? say to hym how we haue doon ; & I wote 
12 wel that he shal be wel contente whan he shall knowe 
how we haue gouerned? vs." Thenne Eolland? answeK? 
and? sayd? : " How, Syr naymes, speke ye of retomyng* ] 
Speke not therof, For as longe as I may holde durandal but Roland wiu 
16 in my hond, by the playsyr of god I thynke not to 
retorne. For we wyl doo our message to ballant thad- 
myral, how someuer it be. and late vs do one thynge 
wherof euery man shal speke. late eche of vs take ond and Baj^ests each 

II »_ 1 1 1 1 M should take the 

20 of these hedes, and? we snal presente them to thadmyral. head of one of the 
Naymes saycJ to hym: "syr 'roUand, it semeth that an™pre8entftiiem 



ye be oute of your wytte. For yf we do so, we shal be 



to Balan, (1662) 



anone slayn." Thyery ancJ the other were of thoppyn- to which they au 

agree. 

24 yon of EollancJ ; ancJ so eche of them toke an hede, and? 
rode forth on theyr waye. Due naymes was the fyrst 
that wente & behelde the brydge of mantryble, whyche 
was meruayllous, as ye shal here, an<J sayd? to his felowes : 

28 " lordes, ye shal vnderstonde that beyonde the brydge is 
Aygremore, where we shal fynde thadmyral." Ogyer 
the danoys say(J : " vs byhoueth fyrst to passe by thys 
brydge, whych is moche daungerous. There ben xxx Ogier describea 

32 arches of marble wel spacyous & brode, whyche been MantriWe. (leTS) 
soulded wyth leed? and^ cyment, & with grete barres of 
yron : vpon^ whyche brydge been grete towres wyth 
* e viij, back. * Oriff. wpon. 
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fayr pylers rychely ordeynecJ, & the walles ben of grete 
Thewaiuofthe strongthe. For at the lowest may wel be mesiiTed? ten 

bridge are ten ellBf 

and 20 knights ellys a biede. hyt is soo brode that xx knyghtes may 

abreast goo aime in arme at their ease. & there is a drawebrydge 4 

for to drawe vp, whiche descendeth wyth ten grete 

chaynes of yron. And aboue on hye is an egle of golde 

moche replendysshaunte and shynyng* lyke the sonne, 

that it semeth that it were a flame of fyre, whyche is 8 

The river under Seen a large myle ferre. and the ryuer that passeth vnder 

(1699) ' is named fla^got, whyche is bynethe the arche by mesure 

and runs so fierce- xv foot, and renneth so Inpytuously as a quarel out of an 

ly that no boat ^ ^"^ J ^ 

could Uve in it. arbalasfcre, in suche wyse that neyther bote ne gal eye 12 

may passe ouer, for the grete cours of the water. And 
The bridge-ward more ouor this brydge is kepte wyth a geanwte for 

is a giant, Galafre r j o 

by name. (1700) thadmyral, whyche geaunte is named Galafre, one of the 

moost terryble of humayn people. And he holdeth a 16 
grete axe of stele for to destroye them, that wyl doo 
ayenst hys wylle. And who that wyl speke wyth 
thadmyral must nedes passe by hym." " Seygnours," 
sayd roUand, " doubte ye no thynge, I praye you : care 20 

Roland says he Is not - for passyng* ouer the brydge, For I swere to you 

not afraid to cross, 

(1710) in spite of that as longe as it shal please god to kepe my body, & 
that I may holde durandal in my honde, I shal not doubte 
ony paynym the valewe of a peny, what someuer he be. 24 
And by god that henge on the crosse, I shal smyte the 
porter yf he come tofore me, what someuer shal happe." 
Due naymes of bauyere reprysed hym : " Holland, ye 
speke not wysely. It is not good to gyue a stroke for to 28 
receyue therfore fyftene : late me do ; For by the playsyr 

but Naymes says of god and of hys sayntcs, I shal say to hym suche 

he will manage to 

cheat him. (1717) lesynges and other thynges that we shal passe wyth 

oute daunger." whan the frensshe men came tofore the 32 
2 brydge, the porter toke an hondred knyghtes, & came 
& aualed the lytel brydge wyth as many guysarmes & 
other glayues of defence. The fyrst that went byf ore was 
* e viij, back, col. 2. * f j. 
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due naymes with hja whyte heeres, for lie was older Naymes rides in 
than ony of the other. Anon the porter passed? ouer & 
toke Naymes by the honde, & drewe hym ouer, & after Gaiafre stops him 
4 sayd to hym : " whyther wylt thou goo ] " Naymes ness. (1726) 
aTisuerd : " I shal say you the trouth. we be men of 
charles, the noble emperour, & goo to Aygremore to do Naymes says they 

,_, ,_ i-r* 1111 are messengers 

a message to ballant thadmyral. But certeynly he hath from charies to 
8 quytte his contreye of fals peple, for it is not longe tyme 
passed? that on the felde we fonde xv gloutons, whyche 
wolcJ haue taken fro vs our lyf & our horses. Neuer- 
theles we haue gouerned them in suche manere that 

12 here ben the hedes. beholde them wel what they be, yf 
ye byleue me not." whan the porter herde hym, he was 
almoost oute of hys wytte for angre, & sayd to Naymes : 
" vassal, vnderstonde me ! ye must paye the passage of oaiafre demanda 

16 the brydge tofore al thyng." Due Naymes saycJ . "*• » 
" porter, demaunde what ye ought to haue, & we shal 
eontente you." " by mahoun," sayd? the porter, " it is 
not a lytel. For I aske of you xxx eouple houndes, so couples oi 

20 after, an C may dens ehaste & of good maners, an C ens, 100 falcons, 
fawcons meowed?, an C palfroyes in good? poynte & 100 steeds, and 
restecJ, ancJ for euery foot of the horses a marke of fyn 
gold ; & atte last I must haue ii[ij] sommyers eharged and 4 packhorsea 

24 with golde & syluer. thus ought ye paye, or ellys eome (1740) 
not here, and he that may not paye the trybute tofore 
deuysed, he must lese hys heed? wythoute other exeusa- 
cyon." due Naymes was not abasshecJ, Notwithston^yng 

28 that he knewe the oceasyon that the porter sought 
that they shol(J deye, by eause that it was not 
possyble to paye that he hacJ deuysed : & ansuerd 
to the porter in this manere, and sayd? : " Syr porter, Naymes says that 

1 1 1. Ill Qalafre will find 

32 yf I owe noo more than ye haue sayd?, ye shal be au tins and more 
eontente or mydday be passed?. Our bagayge com- which is following 
eth after vs, an(J hamoys more in nombre than an 
hondred thousand, where there be maydens fayr, & 

> f j, col. 2. 
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gentyl fawcons, & dodges grete plente, hawberks, helmes, 
and good s&eldes wythoute nombre, AncI many other 
lewellys noble and ryche : take of tliem as it sballe 
Gaiafre beUcve* playse voiiT wylle." IT The portyer supposed that he had 4 

him and leta them *^ "^ -^ '' r J ff 

pass. (1755) said tiouthe, and was wel contento, and lete the brydge 

do an, and after they passed oner lyghtly. Holland, 
which myght not forbere lawhyng*, sayd : *' In trouthe, 
syr Due Kaymes, ye haue wel spoken, for by lesynges 8 
we passe thys brydge." and rolland came ^behynde alle 
the other ; & whan they were a lytel forth vpon the 

Roland meets a brydge, Roullaud encountred a Turke, and sy the sayd 

Saracen, 

in his courage : " A, lord god of paradys, late me do a 12 
thynge wherof thow mayst be honoured, and alle thynge 
bappe wel," and withoute sayeng of ony worde to his 
felowes, he lyghted doun from hys hors, and toke thylke 
»nd throws him turk bv the myddel, and threwe hym hastely in to the 16 

over into the J J * J J 

river. (1761) ryuer. IT Due Kaymes loked behynde hym, and sawe 

the paynym falle, and was moche angry, and sayd : "lord 

Nayraes rebukes god of heucu, I trowe the deuyl is in the body of Roul- 

bim. 

land ! he can haue noo pacyence in hym. and yf god 20 
helpe vs not, he shal cause vs al to be slayn and 
vylaynsly deye." For Rolland was so fyers of courage 
that he toke none bade of the tyme ne the place how to 
goueme^ liyin> ^^t wold alwaye aueiige hym on his 24 
enemye where he my^t fynde hym. 

^ How the barons came and' spake to the 
Admyrall, and' how they dyd' theyr 
message ; capitulo viij 28 

The French rilHc barons aforc sayd, whan they had passed tlio 

knights enter Into I -, i i i 

Aigremore. (1708) JL brydge and were nyghe vnto aygremore, where as 
ballawt was, they entred in to the towne in *good 
ordynaunce, and wyth countenaunce of fyersnes and of 32 
noblesse. And they sawe in the stretes, fawcons and 
' f j, back. ' Oriff, grueroe. ' f j, baok, col. 2. 



11. ii. 8.] THE FRENCH KNIGHTS APPEAR BEFORE BALAN. 107 

other byrdes of proye vpon the perches, grete oxen and 
buefs slayn & flayn, fayre hangyug*, and grete swyn 
strangled ; and they recouwtred a sarasyn whome they 
4 demaunded where thadmyral was. And he shewed hym a saraoen aum» 
to them, where he satte ynder a tree in the shadowe. and Baian. (1772) 
thenne they alyghted, and due Naymes sayd: "my fayre 
lordes, I shal here the letter and shal speke fyrst, and ye Nayme* says he 

will deliver the 

after. RouUand was there, and present hym, and wold message. ci776) 
by force haue spoken fyrst. & due Naymes sayd to hym 
" Say not one word, for ye be al fro your self, wythoute 
hauyng^ attemperauwce. but god do not to vs grete grace, 

12 ye shal make vs alle to deye or the day be passed." 

And herupon they entred and presented them al tofore They present 
the admyral wythoute ony reuerence. And due Naymes the Emir, 
of bauyere spake fyrst in thys manere : " The maker of 

16 alle the world, to whom onely ou3t to be gyuen creaunce 
entyere and honoure, saue and kepe the noble kyng 
charlemayn, puyssauwt, stronge & wyse emperour, rol- 
lawd & olyuer, & al the other pyeres of fraunce, and Naymes begins 

20 confounde, fro the toppe of the hede vnto the plantes cursing Baian and 
of the feet, the Admyral ^here present, as moche as 
tofore yesterday hys subgettes were euyl pourueyed be- 
yonde ]>* bridge of mantryble. we f onde fyftene glotons 

24 on the felde, which wold haue taken from vs our horses 
and do to vs vylonnye, but, god of heuen be thanked, 
they bought it gretely and dere." IT Whan the Admy- 
ral vnderstoode this langage, vnnethe he myght kepe Baian is enraged. 

28 hymself fro enragyng*. And there tofore hym came 
the kyng< that escaped, of whome I haue spoken tofore, 
and sayd to thadmyral in thys manere : " Ryght dere The saraoen king, 

which had 

syr, thynke to aduenge you. These been the seuen escnped, 

__' 111 1 *®^'' '"™ ^^^ *^® 

32 glotons of whyche I tolde to you, wnycne haue slayn French knighta 

your kynges, and haue doon to you suche vylonnye.*' 

The admyral Ballant ansuerd : " late them be for thys 

tyme ; " and sythe after sayd to Naymes the due 2, that 

> f ij. * JSd. dnc. 
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be sfiold? fynysshe hys message. AncJ the due ansuerd 

that he so do wold? gladly, ancJ sayd? in thys manere : 

Naymes delivers **The grete noble kjuff of Fraunce commaundeth the 

the message, i i i 

demanding the that thou leiidre to hym the crowne, with whyche the 4 
(1808) ' Llessyd Ihesu Cryste was crowned wyth, and the other 
relyques for whome he hath taken grete trauaylle and 
and the release of payiie ; & also hls knyghtes whom thou boldest in 

the prisoners. *iii *«! -i t -, % f^ 

(1810) pryson folyssnly. and yf thou do not as I haue to the o 

deuysed, Charles shal make the ^to be hanged by the 
necke on a gybet and strangled vylaynously." Thad- 
myral ballant, replenysshed of an entencyon moche 

Baianinarage oultrageous, sayd to Naymes the due: "Thou hast 12 
gretely defouled me by oultrage, and I haue wyllyngly 

bids him stand herde the. Goo forth and sytte doun by yonde pyler, 

aside, (1826) "^ •^ •^ rj > 

& these other shal speken whom I haue not yet herde. 
Mahommet my god, to whome I haue gyuen myself, 16 
■wearing that he gyue me an euyl deth yf euer I ete or drynk tyl I see 

. will have him put 

to death. thy hede nee fro thy sholdres." The due Naymes 

ansuerd : " yf it playse god my maker, & his blessyd 
moder, ])ou shalt haue made a lesyng." After hym 20 
spake Eychard due of Normandye, & said : " vnder- 

RichardofNor- stoude me, syr admyral! Charles the kyng, with his 

mandy delivers tin 

the message (1846) berde florysshcd, comandeth the by me, y* thou do the 

to the same effect. . 

baptyse for tamende thy ryght euyl lyf, & that thou 24 
sende to hym the relyques that thou hast in thy puys- 
saunce, & also that thou rendre to hym hys knyghtes, 
whyche thou boldest wythout reson for prysoners. & yf 
thou do not as thou hast herde, charles shal do hange 28 
the by the necke on a gybet & strangle f®, & shal neuer 
haue mercy on the." Thadmyral ballant supposed -to 
Baian reoogniies haue kuowen hym, & sayd thus : " mahommet, in whom 

and curses him, 

(1860) I byleue, curse the ! thou resemblest wel Eychard of 32 

normandye, whych slewe my ^vncle corsuble. Now 
wold Mahoun the god that he were here ! he shold 

and bids him neuer ete mete tyl he were dede. Goo and sytte doun 

stand aside with 

^*^"*^- > f ij, ool. 2. « f ij, back. 
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by thy felowe, vnto I haue herde thy felowes." Aftyr 

thys thenne came basyn the genewey, & stode tofore After Wm Basyn 

ballant and? sayd? : " Ballant admyral, the noble charles, sage, (i864) 

4: aboue al humayn creatures redoubted?, commaundeth 
the to rendre to hym the relyques whyche haue been 
requyred? of the, or ellys he shal do hange and strangle 
the as a theef proued." whan he ha(J sayd? thus, he went 

8 and satte wyth the other. And after came thyerry, due and after him 
of Ardayne, & dyssymyled? his chyere & countenaunce (i874) 
of manere. whan thadmyral sawe that he had? the re- 
garde so hydous, he was moche abasshed?, and supposed at whose appear- 

^ g^ ance Balan is 

12 that he had ben a deuyl. And after, thyerry sayd: frightened. (isss) 
** herkene to me, admyral, & reteyne wel my wordes. 
Charles, the noble emperour redoubted, commaundeth 
the that thou sende to hym the relyques which thou 

16 barest awaye fro Rome, & also sende vnto hym hys 
barons whyche thou hast in thy power, or ellys be thou 
sure that he shal do dysmembre the, & doo hange the 
vylaynsly by the necke." Thadmyral answerd : " vas- 

20 sal, I praye the to telle to me, and hyde it not, what He asks Terry to 

describe Charles 

man is charlemayn, and of what force & strengthe Hs tohim. (1802) 
he, of the whiche I haue herde moche preysed & 
vaunted 1 " Thenne the due Thyerry ansuerd : " I telle 
24 to the, admyral, & lete the wete, that Charles is noble & Terry teiis him 

_ 1.1/V41-11 1 that Charles is <^ " -i 

hardy, curtoys and of good lyf. And be thou sure, that noWe and brave, 
yf he were present here wyth hys excersyte, moche sone 
he shold gyue the a buffet vpon thy vysage. And on 

28 that other syde, he setteth nomore by the thaw of an and cares no more 
olde houwde dede, or of a roten apple." Incontynent a dead dog or a 
tho ballant the admyrall bygan to lawhe for felonnye, <fe ' ** *^^ *' 
after sayd to Thyerry : IT " My frende, by thy fayth Baiau laughs 

32 that thou owest to thy god, say to me now the trouth. 
yf I were now in thy wylle and subgectyon, as thou 
arte in myn, by thy fayth what woldest thou do wyth 
me ] " " by my fayth," sayd Thyerry, " I shal not lye. 

* f ij, back, col. 2. 
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I sholdf doo hange the by tlie necke, and^ strangle the 
vylaynsly on a gybet or it were yet nyght." IF " Vas- • 
sal," sayd? the Admyrall, " thou hast say (J grete folye. 
For by Mahommet my gocF, in lyke wyse shal I doo of 4 
the, as thou hast saycJ of thy self. Goo thou and sytte 
and calls the fifth by thy f elawes." IF Thenne after hym came the goodi 
Ogyer the danoys tofore hym, and? saycJ : " Admyral 
Ogier presents of Spaygne, vuderstoude what Charles, the moost noble 8 
livers the mes- of humayn creatures and moost ryche ^wythoute com- 
***^' paryson, demaundeth of the. Eendre anc^ yelde to hym 

the relyques whyche thou hast borne awaye, or ellys he 
shal do dysmembre the, and^ doo the deye shamefully." 12 
Thadmyral, beynge al wroth, made hym to sytte wyth 
and after him the other. After hym, roUand the courageous came to- 
fleroeij. (1806) fore Ballaut thadmyral, wythoute doyng^ to hym ony 

reuerence, and saydf to hym : " Thou sarasyn, vnhappy 1 6 
& cursed, take hede to my wordes ! Charles, the noble 
kyng< and? Emperour redoubted, sendeth to the by me, 
that thou byleue in god Ihesu cryst, the maker of al the 
world, & in the glory ous vyrgyn marie his moder ; and 20 
do the to be baptysed, and thynke to rendre the relyques 
whiche thou occupyest and atteynest ayenst hys wylle. 
And also see that hys barons be rendred and delyuerd 
hole and in good poynte. For yf thou do otherwyse 24 
than I haue sayd to the, Charles the valyaunte shal 
make the to be hanged as a theef." Thadmyral sayd 
to hym : " thou hast rebuked and blamed me proudly, 
Baian swears he but I swere to the by Malioun, my god, & by Terma- 28 
nor drinker gauutc, that I shal not ete tyl thou be hanged & 
Round is hanged, gtrangled." Thenne Eoulland answerd : "for trouthe, 
sarasyn, yf thou abyde to that houre, thou boldest faste 
Roland mocks at ouer lougc. Thou shalt not do so, 2 For I doubte the 32 

not the valure of an olde dede hounde & drowned." 
Guy of Burgundy ^ Guy of bourgoyu Came after hym tofore ballant 

comes forward, 

thadmyral, and sayd to hym in thys manere : " Charles 
* f iij. ' f iij, col. 2. 
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commaundetli the that thou make to hym oheysaunce, and repeats the 
and that thou restore the relyques and? hys barons ; and? 
thenne shalte thou do as a wyse man : and^ yf thou wylt 
4 byleue me, I wyl wel counceyl the. Byleue in god? Ihesu 
Cryste, whyche is almyghty, wythoute endeand^ wythoute 
begynnynge. And? yf thou byleuest my counceyl, thou 
mayst be in his grace. And lo ! what thou shalt do : take advising Baian to 

' go humbly to 

8 of thy robe, thy hosen, & thy snoon of thy body, and goo chariea 
in thy sherte, and here on thy body a sadel of an hors, 
and reste not tyl thou come before the face of Charles, 
ancJ humbly presente thy self to hym, & crye for mercy to and beg for 

men^. (1940) 

12 god? thy maker almyghty, for thyn errours and? oultrages. 
IF And crye hym mercy in the honour of god? almyghty ; 
and yf thou doo not thus as I haue sayd, he shal make the 
be hanged, brente, or drowned, and shamefully ^ to dye." 

16 If The Admyrall was more determyned and araged Baian is greatly 
than he had been tofore, and sent anone for BruUant de ' 

Mommyere, Sortybrant de Conymbres, and for the 
other that were of hys ^counceyl, and demaunded theyr and holds acouncu 

to consider wlint 

20 aduys and counceyl vpon these thynges aforesayd. is to be done with 

" ^ . ^ .. c^ T - _ the messengers. 

Anone sortybrant sayd to hym : " Syr admyral, I (i966) 
counceylle you that anone they be dysmembred and sortibrant advises 

their immediate 

slayn, and after ye may goo and ryde with your strengthe execution, (i96i) 
24 oueral, and come to mormyonde where charles is 

pensyf : yf ye may take hym, ye shal put hym to deth. 

IT After ye shal descende in to fraunce, & doo you be 

crowned there as kyng*." " by mahoun," sayd ballant, 
28 "ye haue wel sayd. iN"ow be it doon after your deuyse : to which Baian 

agrees. 

goo in to the pryson, & brynge wyth you the other theyr 
felowes, for to do after the enterpryse.'* And thus as I 
haue sayd, Thadmyral was of entencyon to make of the 
32 frensshe men aforesayd, after that is tofore deuysed. 

^ How by the moyeii of florypes al the 
frensshe men were saued', and' lodged' to- 

* Orig. shameflluy. ' f iij, back. 



112 PLORIPAS ASKS TO HAVB THE KNIGHTS GIVEN INTO HER CHARGE. 



Floripas appears 
and asks her 
father who the 
French knights 
are. (1977) 



Balan tells her, 



and asks her ad- 
vice what he is to 
do with them. 
(1986) 

"Cut off their 
heads, and bam 
them," says 
Floripas. 

Bnlan assents, 
and proposes to 
do so at once, 

but Floripas says 
it is dinner-time, 



and asks for them 
to be given into 
her charge. (2000) 



Sortibrant warns 
Balan that women 
are not to be 
trusted. (2013) 



gydre, and' the relyques shewed', and other 
thynges: capitulo ^ ix 

Floripes the curtoys, after that sfee ha(J wel secretly 
herde al the debate toforesayd?, sKe came out of hyr 4 
chambre, and? salewed? hir fader, & demaunded 
of hym : " What been these knyghtes sette there 
a^parte ] " Thadmyral ansuercJ ; " my doughter, they 
be borne in fraunce : the whyche haue saycJ to me 8 
wordes of grete Importaunce ful of reproches, and? haue 
blamed me and offended gretely, more than I can telle 
you or say. What couwceyl gyue ye to me that I ought 
to do wyth themi " The doughter sayd : " I shal say 12 
to you, my fader, that ye wythoute longe taryeng do 
smyte of theyr heedes, for they haue wel deserued it. 
And do smyte of theyr hondes, & brenne them in a fyre 
-without your cyte." " my doughter," sayd the admyral, 16 
"ye haue ryght wel sayd : ryght soo shal it be doon. 
Goo ye in to the pry son, and brynge to me the other." 
"good fader," ansuerd the doughter, "it is tyme to dyne, 
and yf ye wyl begynne to do lusty ce, ye may not ete 20 
tyl mydday be passed." This doughter sought none 
other thyng but occasyon by fayr wordes, accordyng* to 
the wylle of hyr fader thadmyral, for to brynge al the 
f rensshe men to-gyder wyth them that were prysonners. 24 
H And after sayd to hyr fader : " gyue to me these 
Frensshe men ! I shal make theym wel to be kepte ; 
and after your dyner ye shall do lustyce wyth lasse 
tedyacyon, and thenne your people shal be assembled." 28 
IT To the whyche the Admyral consented. And was 
contente thyt hys doughter ^shold haue them in kepyng^. 
Alwaye sortybrawt, which knewe the mutabylyte of 
wymmen & thynconstaunce, sayd to Ballant : " Syr 32 
Admyral, it is noo thynge couenable that vpon tbys 
fayte ye ought to truste in a woman, by cause of theyr 

' f iy, back, ool. 2. * f iiij^ 
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mutabylyte, & ye haue oft herd say ensaumples. and 
also ye knowe the trouthe how many haue ben deceyued 
by wymmen." Moche angry & euyl content was floripes 

4 of the wordes of Sortybrant And sayd? : " horson Tray- FioripaH in a rage 
tour, desloyal, pariured, yf I thought not it shold tome br^t. (me) 
me to ouermoche blame, I shold gyue to the suche a 
buffet on thy vysage, that the blode shold auale doun 

8 habundauntly." And after these wordes thadmyral was 
euyl contente of thys debate. And therupon she took she oondncts the 

xT_ /• o 1 1 1 1 • 1 French knights to 

the frensshe men & ladde them in to hyr chambre wyth- her chamber, 
oute ony lenger taryeng. And goyng^ by the waye Syr 
12 naymes the due sayd : "A god of heuen, kyng of 
eternal glorye, who is he that euer sawe a more fayrer 
lady in hys lyf ? Moche wel shold he be Inspyred with Naymes i« struck 

with the beauty 

the grace of god that shal haue hyr in hys courage in of Fioripas. 

16 loue." Holland was euyl contente and sayd to Naymes : 
" What hondred thousand of deny Is hath maad you to 
speke now of loue 1 It is not now tyme to speke of 
suche thynge." ^Duc Naymes sayd thus : " Syr Kol- 

20 land, dysplese you not, For I was ones amorous." the 
doubter sayd to them that they were not assembled to 
plede that one ageynst that other, and also sone as they 
were wythin the chambre, the doughter made to shette 

24 faste the yates, & anone roUandimette wyth Olyuer, and 

enterbraced eche other & kyssed wyth franke and Roland and ouver 
tender herte in wepyng^ moche tenderly, and alle the other. (2080> 
other semblably ; & Rolland sayd : " Alas, Olyuer, my 

28 faythful felowe, how is it with you sythe I last sawe 
you ! " " Byght wel," answerd Olyuer. and eche de- 
maunded of other of theyr feates, of the contreyes, and 
of theyr lordes & tydynges. Now ye may thynke that 

32 they were gladde eche of other that they were al 
togyder in good poynte by the moyen of Florypes 
the fayr lady, whyche dyd grete socours to crysten- 
dom, whan by hyr, hyr wysedom and dyscrescyon the 

' f iiij, col. 2. 
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eaptajns of the crysten fayth, as moche as toucheth 
the excersyte of bataylle to destroye the myscreauntes 
and paynyms, ben founden aUe togyder' in surete, 
whyohe fyrst were comen in to the hondes of theyr 4 
enemyes mortall. 
And here we can ^ But it Is gTste soyence for to esohewe the wylle 

see how gnat is 

the power of 01 a woman, whan by effecte she putteth hyr entente 

woman when she ••. .■• i^ii -i i-i i 1.110 

sets her heart on ^ to a thynge, that her hert dyrectly draweth, ana taketh o 
"^' ho regarde to the ende of her entente but onely that 

she may achyeue hyr enterpryse and determynacyon. 
Elorypes retched? of noo thynge but that slie my^t haue 
tydynges certeyn of guy of bourgoyne, to whome i^e 12 
had gyuen hyr hert, and was contente to be crystened 
for the loue of hym. Thys fayr Florypes, whan she 

Fioripas asks of sawo these barous to-gydre, she sayd to them : " lordes, 

the French -rii i-i<» i i*ii/« 

knights their I wyl that ye alle of one accorde promyse to me the fayth 16 
her in her deairw, of loyalto that ye shal ayde and helpe me of that I shal 
demaunde you, Ss toward me ye shal truly here and 
to which they eudeuoyro you." ** Ryght gladly ;" ansuerd due Naymes, 

sffree (204S) 

** and also ye shal assure vs that we stial be here in 20 
surete withoute ony doubte of ony man lyuyng*." s&e 
was contente, & they were contente, and promysed 
fydelyte that one to the other, whan this was doon, 
the doughter came to due naymes for to knowe what 24 
She asks Naymes he was, and demaunded of hym hys name, the due 

his name: (2049) ^-r # ^ 

beteusher. (2051) sayd to hyr: "Miwiarae, I am called Naymes of bauyere, 
Man and counceyllour to Charles the Emperour re- 
doubted." " Alas !" sayd the doubter, *'your kyng* is 28 
sory for you.** After she came to Eychard and de- 
Then she asks maunded of hym how he was named, he ansuerd to hyr : 
(iowT *'**"*** « dame, ^I am Rychard of Normandye." the doughter 

sayd to hym : " Mahomet curse the ' thou puttest to 32 
deth on a tyme corsuble myn vncle. But for the loue 
of these other thou shalt be in no daunger." Florypee 
and after Bo- Came after to rollaud, and prayed that he wold telle hys 

Uud's. 

' f iiij, back. * f iiij, back, col. 2. 
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name. " I am named roUand," say(J he, " sone to due Roland teiu her. 
MyUon, & am neuewe to charles, sone of hys syster.'* 
Anone the doughter cryed hym mercy & kneled doun 

4 to hys feet, and? Eollandf toke hyr swetely vp. IT After, 
the doughter sayd : " ye knowe what ye haue promysecJ 
to me. I shal say to you myn entencyon. It is trouthe Fioripas teiis the 
that T loue a knyght of fraunce aboue al them of the has long loved 

8 world, whyche is named guye of bourgoyne, of whom I (2^72) ^^^ ^' 
wold? gladly haue tydynges." rolland saydl : " I swere to 
you by my hede that he is here in your syght, & that 
there is not bytwene you tweyne the space of f cure foot 
12 of mesure." "Seynours," sayd she, "I praye you that I 
may knowe hym, and? that he be gyuen to me, for of hym 
is alle my playsyr." EoUand ansuerd? and sayd : " syr Roland caiia on 

- T» 1 , 1 X j.1. J 1 C^uy to come for- 

guy of Bourgoyne, come ye hyther to thys mayde and ward and accept 
16 receyue hyr loyously." Guy of bourgoyn ansuercJ : ^«'^**^^**® 
** god forbede that euer I shold take wyf, but yf i^e (2095), but Guy 

*t refuses. (2096) 

were gyuen to me by Charles themperour." H Whan 
Florypes ^vnderstode hym, anone she chauwged colour, 
20 and sware [by] mahommet hyr god that yf he gaynsayed norfpas swears 

that if he does not 

it she shold make them alle to be hanged by the necke she wui have 

T-^n-i 1 -hz-M ,^ 1 4-1* them all hanged. 

on a gybette. KoUand enhorted Guye that he snold (210*) 

do hyr wylle, and vpon that he aduaunced hym, & hath ouy Rives way. 

24 graunted. Thenne florypes sayd : " the sone of god of 
crystyante be preysed and honoured, For I haue tof ore 
myn ey^n the moost grettest playsyr that euer myn 
hert desyred. For his loue T shal byleue in Ihesu Cry at, 

28 & shal do me be baptysed : " & after, she approched to 
hym for to treate a lytel the desyre of hir hert, and 
she durst not kysse hym on the mouthe, but on hys Fioripas kisses 

*. m, him,<ail2) 

chekes & chynne, by cause she was a paynym. Thenne 

32 florypes Joyously and by grete loue came vnto a cheste 

and opened it tofore the barons, and spredde a fayr 

cloth of sylke. And after she dysclosed and shewed the and after pro- 
duces the sacred 
relyques of whyche I haue spoken tofore, emonge relics, (2114) 

' f V. 
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the crown and whome was the gloryous crowne wyth whiche HiesU 

the nailst 

cryste was crowned? with in the tyme of hys passyon, 
and? the holy naylles whyche perced hys holy handee 
and feet : and after saycJ to KoUand : " Loo ! here is the 4 
tresour that ye haue so moche desyred." Whan the 
frensshe men sawe thus tofore them the relyques, For 
which the French loye they alle wepte ^ moche tenderly, and one after the 

knights devoutly 

kiss. (2182) other wente & kyssed them, knelyng moche humhly ; 8 

& after, they were layed in to the cheste where as they 
had hen tofore. 

% How Lucafer neuewe of the admyral vyo- 
lently entred' in to the cbambre, & after 12 
was slayn of due Naymes in blowyng of 
the cool : capitulo X 

Allawt thadmyral heyng moche wroth & syttyng^ 




Lncifer enquires |§** *^® tahle, A paynym fyers & proude, a specyal 16 
troeUmtFieral JL^frende of thadmyral, named lucafer of bandas, 
(2U7/ * P"^"®'* sayd to thadmyral affectuously : IT " Syr admyral, is it 
trouthe that I hane herde say, that Fyerabras, your sone 
and my ryght dere brother, is taken and vaynquysshed, 20 
whiche was the beste knyght that euer was a-lyue ? " 
Baiansaysitis. Thadmyral said to hym : "by my fayth I shal not 
hyde it fro you. A frensshe man hath conquerd hym 
— whome Mahoun confounde !" BruUant of Mommyere 24 
made grete deffence, and the kyng^ of Sulye. They bare 
but that he hM them soo wel that they brought to vs fyue of the 
knights prisoners, gloutons of frauuce, kuyghtes of Charles, whyche ben in 

in chaise of i i i g\ 

pioripas. (2166) pryson. and sythe ryght now we haue other seuen whiche 28 
ben comen as messagers ^fro the sayd charles, whicfi 
haue vytupered and blamed vs gretelye in reprochyng* 
our lawe & despysyng* my goddes. Florypes my 

Lucifer says he is doughtcr hath couduyted them in to pryson." " Syr," 32 

wrong to trust 

them to a woman, sayd lucafer, " ye do grete folye. Wymmen al day for 

(2166) 

1 f V, col. 2. * f V, back. 
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lytel thynge ben chaunged? and tomed fro theyr tliou^t. 
neuertheles for the more surete, yf it playse you, and? by and that he wiu 
your comaundement, I shal goo to them, an(J shal knowe safe. c«i(») 

4 what they be, and? of what condycion." " Goo forth," 
said thadmyral, *'ye say ryght wel, and make my 
doughter to retorne wyth you." herupon lucafer, mocha 
proude and replenysshed wyth grete fyersnes, cam in to He goes to Fiori- 

8 the chambre where the dou3ter was and? the frensshe JJS burs™ o^n 
men, wythoute demaundyng to opene the dore but fo^t. ^iso"** '**' 
lyfte vp his ryght fote, and smote it so strongely 
wyth hys foot that the barres & lockes flewe vnto 
12 the grounde. Whan Florypes saw that she was al 

abasshed?, AncJ anone sayd? to Eolland? : " Syr noble rioripae oaiis on 

1 ijT li^ 1 , J .1 1 .-. Roland to avenge 

knyght, I am ryght euyl contente of the vyolewce that tiiis insult, (aise) 
is thus done to me. this is he that shold be my husbond 

16 ageyn my wylle. I requyre you in as moche as ye 
wyl do me playsyr that ye wyl auenge thys dyshonour, 
For I complayne me wythoute makyng^ ouermoche euyl 
semblaunte." to whome Holland an^swerd : ^'doubte Roland promises 

20 ye no thyng, madame. For, or he departe hens, he shal 
knowe that he hath euyll doon. And? I promyse you 
that he bought neuer locke so dere ne of the prys as he 
shal for the brekyng* herof." Hereupon Lucafer entred Lndfer enters, 

24 in to the chambre, and behelde the &ensshe men al 
armed^ wythout ony doubte that he had to them. AncI 
came fyrst to due Naymes whych was dyscouered and 
bare hede, & wythoute other delyberacyon took hym by and first seizing 

28 the berde, and? drewe hym to hym so boystously that beard, (2M4) 
almoost he ha<J ouerthrowen hym, & after sayd? to hym : 
" of whens art thou, veyllard? 1 hyde it not fro me." demands his 

mi "i T i» i_ nuine, (8807) 

The duke Naymes ansuerd : " paynym, I am of bauyere, which Naymes 
32 and that is my contree, an(J am specyal counceyllour of * ""*' 
Charlemayne, And? al these barons that ben here been al 
erles and? grete lordes, and ben comeu for to shewe to 
ballant the admyral a message fro the sayd? charlcs^ 

^ f V, back, col. 2. 
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and asks him to 
let him go. (2214) 



Lucifer asks him 
to describe the 
French and their 
games, f 8216) 



Naymes says 
some hant, (2221) 



some play chess 
or Ubles, (2224) 



and that they are 
all brave and hard 
to conqaer. 



Lucifer asks him 
if he knows the 
game of the " grete 
oole?" (22S0) 

Naymes says, 
•*No." 



Lucifer takes a 
coal and shows 
him how to blow 

it. (2286) 



redoubted Emperour; & by cause that we haue not 
spoken to hys entencion he hath made vs prysonners. 
JS'euertheles take your hande from my berde, ye haue 
holde me longe ynough ; Andf be ye sure that I say not 4 
al that I thynke." H The paynym ansuerd : " I am 
contente thy folye be pardonned the ; but I demaund^ 
of the by thy loyalte, what maner f olke ben they of 
ifraunce, and of what enterpryse, and what playes Tse 8 
they whan they been in your royame 1 " " In trouthe," 
sayd the due, " Whan the kyng hath dyned, who that 
wyl may goo playe where hym lyste. Somme ryde 
oute on horsback, & somme goo in to the feldes and 12 
synge, other make good chore at tables, at the chesse, & 
other playsaunte game& and in the mome euery man 
gooth gladly & hereth masse at the houre whan it is 
sayd, and been wel chary table to gyue almesse to ^ 16 
poure peple largely and customably. Also whan they 
goo to bataylle they been f yers and hardy, and been not 
lyghtly vanquysshed. Suche been the peple in the 
contreye of crystente." lucafer began to lawhe and 20 
sayd : " by my god Mahoun, vylayne & olde dotard 
that thow arte, thow spekest folysshly. It is no 
thynge so of your feat, ne frensshe men be of no 
valure but yf they can bio we at the grete cole." " In 24 
trouth," said the due, "I herde neuer therof." the 
Paynym ansuerd : ^* I shal teche you the manere," and 
he approched to the due nyghe by a grete fyre, 
and in goyng* Holland made sygne to the due that he 28 
shold here hym weL Anone lucafer toke the grettest 
bronde that was on the fyre, And blewe so sharply that 
the fyre flewe alle aboute habundantly, and after ^said 
to due naymes that he*must also blowe. The Due took 32 
the bronde, and knewe wel the manere that the paynym 
wold hurt hym, and approched to hym, and blewe the 
bronde so puysaauntly that it fyl al on a flame and came 



' f vj. 



f vj, col. 2. 



ti. ii 10.] Kaymes bubks luoifsr's bsabd, axb after kills him. 119 
to the yysage of the Paynym, in suche wye that it brente Najrmesbiowi 

^ - OM SO aa to bum 

al hys berde. Whan the paynym sawe that, he was Lucifer's beard, 

(2248) 

ahnoost out of his wytte for angre. The Due !N'aymes 
4 wyth that smote hym wyth the bronde in the necke and then uiis him 
that he brake the bone, and so raught hym wyth so (2248) 
grete myght that his eyen flewe oute of hys heed to the 
grounde, and say<} to hym : *' Fals cieature that thou 
8 arte, Whome I byseche god confouTide, thou wendest to 
haue made me to muse in thy folyes. Kow lye there 
wyth soTowe," Holland said to hym: "bymyfayth, Roland praiaesWa 

play. (2258) 

syr due, ye can wel playe and blowe atte cole, blessyd 

12 be that arme that gaf that stroke ! '' IF '' Lordes," sayd 
due Kaymes, ** yf I haue maad hym to vndeistonde hys 
folye ye ought not to blame me. ye haue seen how he 
truffed wyth me." Florypes the curtoys came ner vnto 

16 due !N'aymes, And sayd : " Certes, syr, ye be worthy to Fioripaa thanks 
be honoured. I see wel that Lucafer hath no more ' 
charge to playe wyth you at the cole ; he is now at his 
ease; I see wel that he remeueth not. And I wote 

20 now ^that he neuer shal haue grete desyre to espouse 
me. For by force he wold haue had me and my fader 
had gyuen me to hym, but neuer wold I haue suffired it, and declares she 
but rather haue myn hede smy ton of, or sufred vylayn- married Lucifer. 

24 ous deth.'' 

% How, by the oounceyl of floripes, the frensshe 

men dyslodged' thadm3rral fro his paleys 

wyth grete bataylle, and' how by enchaunte- 

28 ment a gyrdle was taken awaye fro the 

doujter: ca. xj 

Florypes was wyse, and had consyderacyon that 
Lucafer, whyche was dede, was wel byloued wyth 
32 thadmyral, and sayd to the frensshe men : " lordes, Fiorfpaa reminds 

*' ' "^ them that Lucifer 

knowe ye for trouthe that my fader loueth more thys 

* f yj, back. 
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was Balan't 
greatest Mend, 
and would surely 
be missed. 



and advises them 
to arm them- 
selves, (2270) 



and suddenly 
attack the Sara- 
cens. (2275) - 



They arm, and 
start out two and 
two at night fiUL 



Roland in fix>nt| 



first slays Cor^ 
suble, (2289) 
and Oliver Cold- 
roe. (2291) 



The Saracens fly. 

(2299) 

Some Jump out of 

the windows. 

(2300) 



man than ony man lyuyng*. he abydeth for hym to 
come to dyner, & wyl not be at ease tyl he shal be 
retomed. anc} yf by aduenture he knowe what is doon 
ye shal be here encombred and assaylledf, and al the 4 
golde of the world shal not redeme yoa but that ye shal 
be dede. Wherfore I counceyl you that ye doo arme 
you £Uid put you in poynte. take ly3tly your helmes and 
your sheldes, For people that been armed be moche re- 8 
doubted of other vnarmed. therfore I wyl not that ye 
' be closed ne shette herin, Whan ye come in the paleys 
where thadmyral is, See that ye here you and behaue 
you soo that ye be maysters aud lordes of the place, 12 
and thenne shal ye be wel lodged." Whan the dough- 
ter had thus sayd, they were ryght wel contente, & 
prestly armed them, and gyrde their swerdes aboute 
them, And two & two yssued oute of the chambre, and 16 
goon corageously as lyons, boystously as wulues hungry, 
in suche wyse as they that wold abyde them ought sore 
to doubte and haue grete fere. And they went oute 
at the tyme that the sonne wente vnder, & bytwene 20 
nyght and day. And the formest of them in the waye 
was roUand, and the other folowed hym ry3t fyersly for 
to fyght. Eoulland cryed to hys felowes that eche 
man shold do hys parte, & slee al the paynyms.and sara- 24 
syns that they fonde in the paleys, whyche faylled not, 
RouUand smote corsuble mortally ; Olyuer put to deth 
the Kynge Coldroe. Ther was not one but that they 
alle bare them weL The scupper whyche was wel 28 
appoynted anone was torned vp so doun & caste to the 
grounde; cuppes of golde and of syluer flewe and 
sowned in the place ; Sarasyns goon to therthe slayn and 
dysmembred : Other lepe out of the ^ wyndowes, whyche 32 
after were founden dede: Other were all to-hewen, 
sholdres & legges smyton of. Thadmyral, all araged, put 
hym self to flyght oute of a wyndowe and lepe doun in 
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to the depe dyche. Eolland went, after whyclie had saian escapes by 

a window. (23il) 

hym gretely at the hert, & supposed? to haue smyten hym, 
Andf atteyned the marble stone of the wyndowe in suche 
i wyse that his swerde entrecJ a foot depe. ** Brother," 
sayd? Olyuer, " the admyral is escaped fro you." " Cer- 
teyn," ansuerd RoUand, " thereof am I euyl contente." 
Keuertheles they dyd so grete portement and bare them The French are 
8 so wel that they were lordes & maysters of the chyef castie, (282i; 
toure of the castel & palays. And after shetted fast 
the yates and were alle sure wythoute daunger, Sauf 
they myght haue noo mete. This passed a lytel whyle bnt have no food. 

12 the Admyral was in the dyches al ajffrayed, and yf there 
had not be somme for to haue drawen hym oute he had 
neuer departed ; and began to crye to his men that they Baiun, who had 
shold come to hym to drawe hym oute. BruUant of caiis^orhoip. 

16 mommyere and sorty brant of conymbres drewe hym 

out. And after that sayd Sortybrant : " Syr Admyral, sortibrant and 

byleue me another tyme : Alwaye atte tayl of an olde (2836) 

dogge kepe you." Thadmyrall answeid : ** I praye you 

20 scorne me nomore, I shal ^wel aduenge me or two He swean venge- 
ance, 
monethes be passed. Doo sowne to assaulte for tassaylle 

the toure." Sortybrant sayd : " it is reson that your 

wylle be doon ; but the nyjt is ouer nyghe ; by myn 

24 aduys it is better to abyde tyl to morowe, And thenne soi-tibrant advises 

--, T_iji^x ^ him to wait for 

your excersyte shal be assembled for to werke more dayught. (2352) 
surely." thadmyral was contente, and sayd by grete dys- 
playsaunce : ** Ha, fayr Lucafer ! neuer shal I see you Baian laments 

28 more^ I haue loste alle my ioye. ye frensshe men, (»65) 
accursed be ye 1 ye haue taken hym awaye fro me, but 
by Mahoun my god, to whome I haue gyuen my lyf, to 
mome shal the syege be layed tofore the toure. And I 

32 shal neuer departe for none euyl wether that shal come, 
Ne for thynge that may be, tyl the toure be taken and 
the walles layed on the erthe. And I shal make the 
frensshe men to be drawen at the taylles of my horses ; 

* f vij, col. 2. 



122 BALAN ENQA0E8 MARVIN TO STEAL THE MAGIC GIRDLE. [iL ii. 11. 



He is «ure the 
French knights 
cannot hold out, 
as they liave no 
provisions, (2865) 



nor can Chariot 
send them any 
help. (2867) 



In the morning 
the Saracens 
assemble, (2369) 



they cover fonr 
square miles. 



Balan engages 
Marvin, *' a moche 
faU theef," to 
steal the magic 
girdle. (2887) 



Marx'in agrees. 
(2307) 



And after I s^ make florypes the putayn to be brente 
in a fyre openly, and I am wel sure that they sbal yelde 
them, For they be not vytaylled scars for foure dayes. 
An() of that other parte I knowe wel they may haue no 4 
socoors of no man whatsomeuer he be. For we holde 
the stronge brydge of mantryble, <& they may haue noo 
socours but yf it come ouer that brydge ; & of that other 
parte, charles shal ^haue noo tydynges of hia barons ne 8 
shal not knowe whether they be dede or a-lyue, or in 
lyberte or in subiectyon." & here vpon they concluded 
and went to their lodgys tyl on the mome. And on the 
mome erly, thadmyral sente for al hys subgettes & 12 
concluded to laye the syege, and sware to holde it 
aeuen yere longe but yf he had of them his wylle. 
Thenne come there so many paynyms in the contreye 
aboute that theyr lodgyses helde foure myle of space. 16 
ye may thynke in what daunger the frensshe men were^ 
whyche were but twelue persones onely, and had none 
other conduyte ne comforte but to be wythin assyeged 
in grete peryll of famyne. Neuertheles alwaye where 20 
as the sarasyns dyd gretely theyr deuoyr for to entre> 
yet they coude no thyng gryeue them). Thadmyral called 
one marpyn, a moche fals theef emonge alle humayn 
creatures, & sayd to hym : " Marpyn, by the berde that 24 
I here on my ohynne yf thou mayst do soo moche as for 
to stele awaye the gyrdle that Florypes bereth, I i^al 
rewarde and gyue to the largely of my golde & syluer, 
& thou shalt be my grete frende. For yf I may haue 28 
it, I am sure that the frensshe men shal sone be dede 
for hungre, and thenne may they nomore greue me.'* 
U That gyrdle was of suche vertu that ^as longe as it 
shold haue dured wythin the toure, they wythin shold 32 
neuer haue be famyned. "Syr," sayd the theef, "abyde 
tyl it be nyght, & I swere to you that to mome, 
or the Sonne aryse, I shal shewe to you the gyrdle, & 

' f vij, back. ' f vij, back, col. 2. 
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shal delyner it to you." & herupon, whan it was nyght, AtnighthecrogKes 

the moat, (2408) 

he entred secretlye in to the dyches, whyche were ful of 
water, an($ passedf ouer, and after whan he was at the 
4 fote of the toure, moche suhtylly with his engynes he dimbe into the 
mounted vp in to the wyndowes, & entred? in to the * " 
toure, and took a candel, & after cam to the chambre of and comes to 

Floripas' cham- 

Florypes, & f onde it f aste shette. But with fals & dya- ber. {uos) 
8 bolyke wordes he opened? it ; and? whan he was wythin, 
he sawe that al y barons were fast a-slepe, and? he made He sends the 
so enchauntements that for no thynge they myght siJipV ^fhant- 
awake. and thenne he came to Florypes, and serched so "^°*' ^^^'^ 

12 pryuely that he took the gyrdle, & after gyrde hym self 
wyth-al. and? after thys he behelde the doughter al naked, 
whiche was moche fayre ; & was enclyned anone to haue 
defouled hyr, & began to take hyr aboute the necke. He attempts to 

1 6 whyche sodey nly awoke, & began to crye moche strongely, (2*28) 
and called hyr maydens & the barons. Wherfore the help, cmi) 
maydens came anone al abasshed & aferde. & whan they 
saw marpyn the theef as blacke ^as a moore, the moost 

20 hardyest of them began to flee. Anon as Guye of Bour- Ouy hears her 
goyn herde the voys of florypes, he came to hyr wyth 
hys naked swerde in his honde, and escryed to hyr that nmsto hercham- 

ber (2112) 

she shold not be aferde of ony thynge. And he came 
24 so wel to poynte, that yf he had not come, the theef had 
defowled florypes. but as sone as the theef herde hym, 
he sprange 6ute of the bedde wyth grete haste, and 
Guye of bourgoyne recountred hym, and gaf hym so and cuts down 
28 grete a stroke that he clefte hym by the myddel, and sword. (2448) 
cutte a two the gyrdel, and the candel quenched. The 
other barons came after, and whan they sawe the werke, 
& the theef dede, they threw the body in to the see He throws his 
32 wyth the gyrdle. And whan it was knowen that he had " * ***' 
stolen the gyrdle, and was loste wyth hym in the see, and the jfirdie is 
there was moche sorowe for the losse of soo noble a °* ' 
lewel. And Florypes wepte ryght sore, sayeng* that 

' f viij. 
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the losse of the gyrJle may neuer be recouuerd?. 
Keuertheles the barons wyth fayre wordes comfortecJ 
byr, in snche manere that they alle were contente. 

^ How the barons were assyeged' in the toure 4 
wyth Florypes and hyr maydens, which 
suflfred grete hungre, and' how the god-^des 
by them were confounded' : capitulo xij 

Baian is surprised mm Than the day was comen, and thadmyral sawe not 8 

itt Marvin's not « /» / 



W: 



refcuming. (2482) f f Marpyn thenchauntour retome, he was moche 
abasshe($, andf demaundedf bruUant, Sortybrant, an(} hys . 
other lordes, counceyl what he sholc^ doo, consydered? 
that Marpyn was not retomed. Sorty brant sayc^: "Syr 12 

sortibrant says lie admyral, knowe ye for certayn that the theef is deed*, 

is surely dead, 

(2484) sythe he is not retorned? anc^ comen ; but I counceyl you 

and advises Baian that ye doo souue your trompcttes for tassemble your 

to order the 

assault to befcin. subgettos, for tassayllc the toure andf confounde the 16 

(2485) 

crysten men." Andf wyth slynges and? other engynes 
they doo caste stones & dartes enuenymed?, but — ^blessyd 
The French de- be go(J ! — the frenssho men doubted them no thynge 

fend themselves ./.,,, -h, i-ii-i i n/\ 

weu, (2492) After they had contynuedf the syege a whyle, brede and 20 

but their pro- wyn began to fay lie to the barons anc^ maydens, in 

visions begin to i i i i, i mi 

fidi. (2496) suche wyse that they hacJ noo thynge to ete. Thenne 

the sorowe of the maydens, whyche were so fayre & 
ful of compassyon, was ouer grete, and were al desolate. 24 

Hunger begins to And? cmouge the othcT, the noble florypes was moche 

be felt, especially 

by the women. dysplaysauutc for the necessyte of the frensshe men, of 

(2497) Aw 

hyr self, and of hyr daraoyselles, often tymes she 
swowne(J & fyl to grounde ^as dede : Guy of bourgoyne, 28 
hyr spouse that'sholdl be, took hyr vp moche swetely, 
and? recomforted? hyr to hys power, & sayd to hys 
ouyofBurgundT felawes : *^Mybrethem& lordes, ye see the necessyte 

proposes to his «. • • i 

ftuows that we suffre ; it is now thre dayes passed! syth we had 32 

ony brede. And yet it greueth me more for these 
* f viij, col. 2. ^ f viij, back. 
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damoyselles than for my self, AncJ I say you for troutho 
that I may no leiiger ewdure but yf we do otherwyse. 
And? be ye sure, that I had! leuer to put my body in 

4 auenture to be hurt and wounded? mortally, than I sfiold 
abyde here wythin enclosed wyth thys melancolye. 
Wherfor, I say, late vs goo oute for to gete somme to make a Bortie 
vytaylle ; for better is to vs to deye wyth honour than to 

8 lyue with shame." Al the frenssh men were of thop- 
pynyon of guy. There vpon Florypes sayd? : " My 
lordes, I wote now wel that your god? is of ly tel power, Fiorfpas says that 

if thsy would be- 

whan he gyueth to you none ayde ne comforte ; And? I lieve on Mahomet 
12 say you wel, that yf ye hacJ adoured? our goddes, they food enough. 
had? pourueyed? for you mete ancJ drynke." Tofore that 
she ha(J fynysshecJ hyr wordes, Roulland? ansuerd and? 
sayd? : " Madame, I praye you that ye shewe to vs Roland asks to see 

,/, •- ^ , her gods. (2581) 

16 your goddes that ye speke of. And? yf they haue the 
power that ye say, that they may gyue to vs mete an^ 
drynke, & that they dosoomoche that the ^puyssaunce 
of fraunce come hyther for to socoure vs, we shal al 

20 byleue on them wythout varyeng^." The mayde sayd? : 

" Anone ye shal see them," & Incontynent after that she Fiorfpas leads 

them to the 

had taken the kayes, she ladde the barons vnder the shrine, (2686) 
erthe, ancJ shewed to them the goddes of the sarasyns, 
24: whiche were in a place moche noble, precyous, ancJ ryche. 

And there were in grete mageste, Appolyn, Mahoun, where were 

m 1 ■i.-»/rj_3iT j» Appolyn, and 

an(J Termagaunt, the god? Margot, ana iupyn, ana many Mahomet, Tenna- 

other, whyche were alle massy of fyn golde of Arabye, jupiter, (2589) 

28 enomed? wyth many lewellys, Odoraunt of bame and 

encence : and many other tresours were there assembled, and great trea- 
sure. 
Guy of bourgoyne sayd?, whan he sawe soo grete 

tresour : " A ! lord? god, who wold haue wende that 

32 in thys place had be so grete rychesse assembled 1 

Wold god that Rychard of normandye had now luppyn Guy wishes they 

o >/ w * jj^ ^Y\ that gold. 

in hys cyte of Eoan, For he shold wel accomplysshe (2547) 
wyth it the chyrche of the holy Trynyte. And that 

' f viij, back, col. 2. 
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kyng charles had thother goddes, he shold repayre ageyn 
y chyrche of roine whyche is destroyegl?. And with 
the remenaunte he shold make men ryche, an() to sette 
them in goodf poynte." Florypes ansuerdf and sayd : 4 
FioriptB rebakM « Syr Guye, ye speke vylaynsly ayenst the goddes ; crye 
and MjB they them mercy & adoure them), *to thende that they 

oujfbt to worship 

her gods. enclyno them to you to doo you comforte." guy saydl 

Guy says they are ynto hyr : " I Can uot praye to them^ Madame, for I 8 

all asleep. (2564) , , , * , , , , 

8«e theyr eyen al a-slepe, ana ye shal see that they may 
Hesmiiahet not here ne see." an<J therwyth he smote lupyn, An<J 

Jupiter, and j^ t i t « 

Offier smashes Ogyer danoys smote margot, that they flewe to the erthe, 

andl were anbne alle to-hroken. Wherfore EouUandl 12 
say<$ to the doughter : '* In trouthe, madame, I see that 
ye haue goddes that he not worth. Of them that been 
fallen to therthe I see not one of them remeue, ne make 
semblaunte to releae hym." Fro thenne forthon Florypes 16 
had al theyr goddes in despyte, and byleued in Ihesu 

Fioripas is con- Cryste, sayeug* thus : " I see, syr Roulland, that ye say 

Terted, and begins , ii*-rii 

to pray. (2576) the veray trouthe ; but yf euer I byleue on them, I wyl 

that my body come to an euyl ende. and with good 20 
herte I requyre that god that was home of a vyrgyn, 
of whome ye haue enformed me, that he sende to you 
socours of fraunce, and that we fynde maner to gete 
vytalle for to satysfye our hungre." 24 

% How the perea of Fraunce went out of the 
toure, and dyd a grete bataylle, In which 
they recouerd' twenty sommyers charged' 
of vytaylle : capitulo xiij 28 

She faints with 2 m « T Han Florypes had sayd, she fyl doim to the 

erth a-swoune for sorowe & anguysshe. 
Wherfor guy of bourgoyn wept moche sorou- 
fully for the loue of hyr. H[e]reupon Olyuer the 32 
courageous came tofore them and sayd : ** My lordes, 

* gj- * gj, col.2. 
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I you assure, by the god that suffredl deth for creatures ouver proiNMeB m 

lortie, (S586) 

humayn, I had leuer that my body were quartredl and 
smyton in pyeces than I shold suffice this pryson, but 

i that I shold fyght quyckely wyth the paynyms j " & 
semblably sayd rolland. Wherfore, wythout other towhfehaiiagr«e. 
delyberacion, they sette theyr sheldes in good poynte, 
and mounted on horsback, and aualed the brydge, & Theysaiiyont 

8 wyth a stedfast courage made them redy. & whan they 
were alle afore the toure of marble, Holland sayd to the 
other : " Syr Naymes, or ye, syr Ogyer, it byhoueth Roland wishes 

. __,,- , _ .-I, Naymes or Ogler 

that one of you^ abyde for to kepe the place, that at the to remain beiiind 
12 retomyng* we may entre surely." IT The Duke Kaymes (m^)^ * ^ ** 
coude take noo paoyence, but that he answerd thus : 
** Syr Eoulland, thynke not that I be so ynhappy of Kaymea reftues, 
persone ne of lygnage that euer I shold be reproched, 
16 and that euer I shold be your portyer. I wyl not doo 

so in noo wyse : though I be olde, yet can I torne myn and aaya, though 
hors. For I am harde of ^synewes, and haue myn herte can stni /ght.* 

(2620) 

wel assured, and wyl be hardy ynough for to smyto 
20 vpon myn enemyes wha« tyme shal requyre, ne doubte 
ye no thynge therof." Kolland ansuerd : " syr, ye say 
wel, ye shal come wyth vs. Thyerry or geffroy, that 
one of you two shal abyde." but it was not their playsyr 
24 to abyde enclosed. Neuertheles, at the request of Rol* 

land, thyerry abode with geflFroy, whyche shotted the Thierry and 

Geoffrey agree to 

yates surely after that the other barons were wythoute, remain, cuai) 
whyche, eche with his shelde tofore hym and swerde in 
28 hys hande, wente mustryng them tofore the castel. 

Thadmyral lokyng out at a wyndowe, knewe the f rensshe Baian aeea them 

coming. (2688) 

men, Wherfor hastely he sente for brullant and Sorty- 
brant to come to hym wyth other, to whome he sayd : 
32 '' my barons and subgettes, the f rensshe men ben comen, and bids sorti- 

__* M-t 1. J. 1 1 brant assemble 

and me semeth they wyl fyght. yi they be not al siajm, his men to resist 
i shal be euyl contente. Wherfore do sowne your **™' 
homes for tassemble your peple ; ye tary ouer longe," 
' orig, yon, * g j, back. 



128 THE FRENCH CAPTURE TWENTY HORSES LADEN WITH PROVISIONS. 



The Saracens 
attack them. 



but in a little 
yrhile more than 
100 are killed. 
(2856) 

Clacion, Balan's 
nephew, comes 
up with 15,000 
men. (2664) 



Roland cheers on 
his companions. 
(2670) 



AU the Saracens 
are afraid of him. 
(2679) 



After the battle 
the French 
knights meet 20 
pack-horses, laden 
with provisions 
for Balan. (2692) 



They kill the 
escort (2708) 



And? assone as they had? so doon, a grete multytude of 
sarasyns were there assembled, & came and? assayllecJ 
the frensshe men. But rollan(}, that helde durandal in 
hys honde, with his felowes came vpon the mastyn 4 
sarasyns by suche a furour, that in a lytel whyle moo 
than an hondred were slayn. ^For vnhappy was he 
that came to soconre the sarasyns. Thenne came 
Clacyon, whyche was neuewe to the admyral, with xv 8 
thousand? fyghtyng* men. — And know ye for certayn, 
that in that tyme in spayn was noo sarasyn more 
doubte<J than he. — Whan the barons sawe hym come, 
EoUand escryed?- gherarcJ, Ogyer & Guy: "0 noble 12 
knyghtes ! in thonour of god, eche of you do so his 
deuoyr that at thys tyme, wyth vyctorye, we may 
obtayne vytaylle for the maydens in the toure." That 
sayd?, Holland? smote his hors wyth hys spores, and wyth 16 
durandal smote a fyers Paynym named Rampyn soo 
myghtely, that he clefbe hede and? body at a stroke ; 
wherof they fat were there present were abasshed. & 
thenne the sarasyns doubted so strongly rolland, that 20 
there was not a man durst put hym self tofore hyija, but 
yf he thought to deye. Gherard of mondydyer sayd : 
" My brethem & lordes. Who wyl here-after haue 
playsyr & be honoured, it is tyme that he she we hym, 24 
for often by one vnhappy man a valyaunt maw is in 
dawiger." Wherfor with that word al these barons 
were moche more feruewt thaw they had be, to thende 
that euery man shewed hym self suche as he ou^t to 28 
be. & after that Jj* batayll was fynysshed for that day, 
as god wold, the barons fonde by ^the tour aforesayd? a 
grete auenture, For they sawe passe by the castel xx 
sommyers laden wyth vytayl, that is to say, brede, wyn, 32 
venyson, & other vytaylles ynow, and a paynym con- 
duyted them of margote vnto the sarasyns : but Incon- 
tynent the ledars of the sarasyns and? of theyr vytayl 



* g j, back, col. 2. 
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were slayn anone of the barons, & the due iN'aymes & 
Wyllyam the scot conduyted? & ledde them forth. 
An(J Rolland? andl the other came & auoydedf the place, and drive them 
4 in suche wyse that they were dryuen in to the tour ; but gates. (arMT * 
this thyng was not doon without daunger ancJ grete 
payne. 

% How guy of bourgojm was taken of the 

8 sarasyns, beten vylaynously, and' de- 

maunded' of thadmyral, and the com- 

playntes that Florypes made for hym, & 

other maters : capitulo xiiij 

12 A S I haue sayd tofore, the barons of fraunce, thus as 
X\.they wente in theyr repayre, anct ladde the som- 
myers afore saycJ, there came so grete habundaunce of The saraoeng 
men of armes of the partye of kyng< Clary on, that it was thTpren^. 1*706) 

16 merueylle. There was thenne an harde and? stronge 

recountre, in so moche that due basyn was slayn, & Baayn and Aubrey 
Aulbery hys ^sone. For whan he sawe his fader deye, 
Incontynewt he fyl vpon hym, and there he was slayn 

20 and abode, and yet thys was not the moost harm, For 
the noble guy of bourgoyn, after that he was menaced? of 
kyng* Claryon, he auauwced? hym for to smyte hym. that 
came hym so euyl to passe, that hys hors was slayn 

24 vnder hym of the paynyms, & sodeynly he was en- and any taken 
nyronned? of moo than an bond red knyghtes sarasyns, 
whyche took hym, & took of hys helme fro hys hede, & 
after bouwde hys eyen, so that he saw nothyng, and and led away 

28 ledde hym forth, hys handes bouwden behynde hym at 
his backe. and? whan guy sawe hym thus deteynecJ, he 
began to crye wyth an hye voys : IT " Ihesus, veray He prays and 
go(J, whych hast made & formed me 1 whyther goo I now, (2749) 

32 that am euyl fortuned 1 Ihesus, comforte me ! O 
noble Charlemayn, ryght noble emperour, and? myn 

» g ij, col. 2. 
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vncle, thou slialt neuer see me I " The kyng* claryon 
Clarion mocin sayJ to hym : ^* Fayr frende, no thynge shal auayle 
"^" ' the, thy cryeng ne thy brayeng*. I shal delyuer 

the al lynyng* to the admyral of spayn thys day, And 4 
to-mome thou shalt be hangeA" But now ye may 
wel thynke how the other peres of Fraunce, hys 
felowes, were euyl contente whan they sawe the Erie 
The French are 8o Guyo soo prysonner. IT Neuertheles ^they dyd grete 8 
they have to take f eates of armes or they were constrayned to eA^tre in to 
cLtte. (8776) the tour, & assone as they were descended, & the yates 
barred, eueryche went to dyner : and thewne floripes 
cam anon to rolland, & said to hym : "syr rolland, I 12 
Fioripaa enquires requyre you that ye say to me where is syr guye of 

after Guy. (2781) 

bouTgoyne my husbond become. I wote wel, whan ye 
departed hens, that he went wyth you emonge thother. 
Ye ought to brynge hym to me ageyn. I shal neuer be 16 
loyous at the hert tyl I knowe where he is.** Rolland 

Roland tells her ausuerd : " ha, Florypes, curtoys lady ! in hym trust ye 

(2788) ' no more, for certes ye haue losrt; hym. ye shal neuer see 

hym ; the paynyms haue ledde hym maulgre vs, Ss we 20 
knowe not what they wyl do wyth hym.** florypes beer 

Fioripas swoons, yng these wordes, for sorowe & anguysshe f yl to the erth 
alle a-swoune more than iiij tymes as dede ; but rolland, 
whych wepte for hyr, oft releued hyr : & whan she was 24 
rysen, she began to crye with an hye voys : '* barons 

and after declares of frauncc, by that god that maad heuen & erthe, yf I 

she wlU surrender xvi-j-T. 

the castle If Guy haue not guy of bourgoyn, to whome I ought to be 
before two^dlys. marycd, I shal yelde thys toure or the nexte day be 28 
^^^^^ passed. holy vyrgyn marye ! I shold be espoused to 

hym, and for loue of hym be baptysed and be crysten. 
Alas ! our loues haue sone'faylled. This sorowe hath 
made me ^wel to forgete the hungre that I haue had 32 
these iij dayes. Alas 1 I am vnhappy.** Rolland 
myght not see the melancolye of thys Florypes, but 
promysed hyr to make hyr glad wythin ij dayes, for 
* g ij, back. " g ij. back, col. 2. 
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thenne atte ferthest s^e s^oldl see syr guye at hyr Roland promisM 
playsyr, and that slie e&old no tLyng^ doubte therof ; him, (ssm) 
** for knows ye surely," saydf roUandf, " I had leuer to 

4 be quarterdl than he s&oldf not come ageyn^ & he shal 
be rendred to you, or his deth shal be sore auengedl. &, 
madame, ye knowe wel that your sorow & wepyng may 
not brynge hym ageyn, & ye wote wel that it is thre 

8 dayes passedl sy th we ete. we haue purchaced! vy tayl for and adyises her to 

take some of the 

vs & these damoyselles, of whome ye see the pyte, late food which they 
vs take pacyence of the ly tel quanty te, & be we contente 
to entretiene the lyf : " for ye ou3t to knowe that they 

12 myght not reoouure the somijiyers with vytaylle, by 
cause of the trouble of guy of bourgoyne, whyche was 
deteyned prysoner. After that Eolland had saidf thys, 
the barons andf the damoyselles thanked god of al, and 

16 fedde them sufiysauntlye, in praysyng* and lawdyng^ 
god deuoutelye. 

"Now late ys speke a lytel of Guye of bourgoyn. Meanwhile Gay 
whiche was ledde*tofore the admyral. moche troubled, BHian,(282o) 

20 dyscolourd, & chaunged of yysage was the sayd Guye 
^by cause he had not eten in thre dayes tofore, & for p* 
daunger that he felte hym to be in the handes of his 
enemyes. & there tofore the admyral he was al des- 

24 poyled of his armes ; & thenne appyered his body wel 

membred, & ballant demaunded what was his name & who demands his 

name. (2826) 

who he was. the baron ansuerd : *^ Admyral, I fere not 

to say the trouthe ; I am called guy of bourgoyn, sub- ony teiis Wm. 

28 gette to the crowne of fraunce, & cosyn germayn to 
lolland the valyaunt, which is the man that ought wel 
to be doubted." ballant ansuerd: "I knowe the wel Baian recofirnizea 
ynough. it is more than vij monethes goon that my ter'iiove, 

32 doujter hath had the in grete loue, which dyspleseth me 
gretely : & I know wel that she loueth the more than 
ony man lyuyng ; & I for that loue haue lost many men and the canueof 

all ills trouble. 

of grete facion, & am put dut of my tour, the cliyef (asse) 

' g "J. 

K 2 
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strengthe of al my contreye. but yf al be yolden to me 

ageyn shortly, Jjou shalt be quarterd in sfiort tyme, & 

Baian demands dysmewbrecJ. & more-ouei I demauwde bat thou say to 

the names of tlie 

kniKhts in the me the trouthe, who been they that ben enclosed in the 4 
*** *' tour, of whom we haue ben assaylled with so daunger- 

ously." Guy ansuerd : *' gladly I shal say to the. Be 
Guy recounts thou wel suie that rolland? the valyaunte is there, 

their names. 

Olyuer, his felowe, ryght courageous, Thyerry, due of 8 
Ardayne, Bychard of Normandy e, Gherard? ^of Mun- 
dydyer, Xaymes due of bauyere, & basyn the genewey, 
whom ye haue slayn ; but, by the grace of god & helpe 
of Charles, his deth shal ^ be to you dere solde." Thad- 12 
myral was ry3t euyl contente of the menaces of Guye ; 
A saraoen gives Wherforc a mochc fyers sarasyn took hys fyste and 

him a blow on the . 

month. (2850) smote guye on the yysage in suche wyse that the bloocB 

yssue(J oute of hys nose & mouth h abundantly, wyth 16 
that stroke, guy was sette a-fyre for angre and? furour, 
andl lefte not for to be forthwith quartred, & he was not 

Gay seizes him holdcn, but that he toke that same sarasyn by the heyre 

with one hand, i.iii 1,11 iiii «/% 

and with the other wyth ouc of hys handcs, ana wyth that other hande he 20 
(2856) * smote hym vpon the grete bone of ))• necke behynde, 

that he brake it, AnS^ Wythoute moeuyng of hande or 
foot, he f yl doun deed? to the grounde tof ore the admyral. 
IT BaUant was soo euyl contente wyth that stroke, that 24 
he was al enraged? for the deth of the paynym, as for 
the mysprysyng^ that guy had? doon in hys presence to- 
fore his eyen, and cryed with a loude voys that he shold 
The Saracens taO. be taken. & assonc as he had sayc} the worde, the sara- 28 
him nearly to syns as wulues enraged?, whyche wyth theyr feet and? 
handes al to-bete hym, in suche wyse that he knewe not 
where he was, AncJ had? slayne hym yf the admyral had 
not commaunded? theym that 'he shold? not be put to 32 
deth in suche manere. 

* g iij, col. 2. ' g iij, back. 
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% How the paynyms had' purposed* to haue 

hanged' Guye of bourgoyne, seeyng' the 

crysten men, whyche socoured' hym 

4 myjtely: capitulo xv 

AFter that guye of bourgojno. was wel bounden and! 
stray tly, Thadmyral sente to come to hym bruUant Baian ceIIb a 
of mommyere, Sortybrant of conymbres, and for many *^"" 
8 other of his couwceyl, and sayd to them : " my frendes, 
I praye you that ye gyue to me counceyl what I ought 
to do wyth thys prysonner, whyche dothe me so grete 
reproche & despysyng*, as ye see and knowe." " Syr," sortibrant adviaes 

12 sayd Sortybrant, "I shal gyue to you good counceyl. hang^,7^)"^ 
yf ye wyl byleue me, ye shal doo reyse vp a galowe tree 
nyghe to the dyches of the toure, in whych been the in front of the 
prysonners of fraunce, & to-mome ye shal do hange this 

16 prysoner; & see that ye haue in a secrete place, nyghe and to set an 
vnto ])® said galowes, v thousand turkes, wel armed & in French if they 
good poynte : and I am sure that the frey[7i]s8he men be U^w iJm. (2S8o> 
so hardy and oute of mesure, that, whan they shal see 

20 their felowe for to be hanged, they shal come oute for 
to socoure hym ; & your peple that shal be hydde in 
"^the busshement shal come out on them & take them. 
Thenne shal ye haue them al surely, for to do wyth, your 

24 playsyr." this counceyl was approued by thadmyral to This advice is 

. approved. (8891) 

be good, & was therwyth wel content ; wherfore, wyth- 
oute takyng* of ony other delyberacyon, the galowes 
were made as afore is sayd. & ryght nyghe to the place 
28 was a lytel wode, & lete put therin secretly xx M 20,000 saraoens 

.are placed in 

fyghtyng men, & comanded them to be gouemed by the ambush, (asw) 

kyng claryon & other capytayns. & after, thadmyral made 

guy of bourgoyne to be ledde with xxx sarasyns vnto and Ouy is led 

bonnd to the 

32 the galowes, whyche cessed not to bete and smyte on gaiiows. (mo6) 
hym with grete staues, whyche greued hym sore: & 
they bonds his handes behynde hys backe moche 

' g iij, back, col. 2. 
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He «Mnt on hit 
eompaniont for 
help. (2911) 



Roland, flrom a 
window, sees the 
gallows, (8913) 

and tdls the 
others. (2917) 



Nsymes gnesses 
the object of the 
gaUows. (2922) 



Floripas implores 
Roland to rescue 
Guy, (2928) 



for she can never 
■arrive him. 



stray tly. & whan he felte a grete corde aboute his necke^ 
and hys eyen bounden, & sawe no thynge whyther he 
■went, Thys thynkyng*, wyth an hye voys he began to 
cry 6 : " redemptour of the worlcJ, my maker and my 4 
g0(}, for whos name I am in payne, ancJ goo to deye an 
euyl dethy the meryte of thy passyon take my sovde in 
to thy kepyng*, for the body taketh hys ende I And! lyke 
as I haue nede of thy helpe. So I beseche and requyre 8 
the to oounceyll and comforte me. IT O noble barons 
of fraunce, ye shal neuer see me : yf ^ye suffre me to 
be hanged, it shal be to you grete shame. Eoulland^, 
fayr cosyn, remembre me ! or ellys shal ye nener see me 12 
on lyue." he thus sayeng^, and other pyetons wordes, 
EoUancI was in a wyndowe, and behelde ouer a lytel 
roche, and sawe the galowes reysed. Wherf ore he came 
to hys felawes and sayd : '' I meruayUe moche what 16 
thys meneth, that I haue seen the galowes sette ypon the 
dyches. I wote neuer to what purpoos it is doon/' 
Whan the other had seen it. Due Kaymes sayd to them, 
that withoute faute they were made for to hange on 20 
guye of bourgoyne. & forthwith they saw hym comyng 
al despoyled, and was ledde toward the galowes ; & they 
knewe wel that yf he were not socoured and rescued, 
that he shold be hanged & put to deth. Whan the 24 
fayr florypes herde them plede, i^e came to them for to 
wete what it was ; and after whan she sawe the galowes 
reysed, and guy, hir loue and tocomyng husbond, so 
shamefully ledde, ye may thynke in what estate she 28 
was reduced ; and began to crye : " noble knyghtes, 
shal ye suffre guy of bourgoyn your f elawe to be hanged 
tof ore your eyen 1 Truste ye none other, that yf he deye, 
by the same god that fourmed me I shal lepe out of the 32 
wyndowe, & shal deye in despe^racyon." and after she 
came to rolland, & kneled doun on both hyr knees, and 
kyssed hys feet humbly, in sayeng* : " Syr Rolland, in 



« « « ■ 



' g iiijj col- 2. 
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thonour of godf I requ jre the that it may playse the to 
take the payne for to rescowe & socoure my loue guye, 
and eUys I am a loste woman. Thynke for to arm^ shenrgesth«m 

4jT.%ri Ji J T_ i»j.T- to lose no time, 

you, and I snal goo and make redy your horses, for the (2929) 

tyme is ouer short ; so that by the playsyr of god ye 

shal be therein tyme.'' Thenne KoUand & his felowes The French ftrm 

arme($ them moche hastely, anc^ gyrde theyr swerdes hastily, moant, 

8 and steldeB, anJ wente oute of the toure, and on ho« rtT^," 

backe sprange oute. And or they rode ony farther, 

roUand sayd : ^' lordes, at thys houre lyeth onr deth & 

our lyf in suche wyse, that yf we haue not good con- 

12 duyte & ^ loyal, we shal neuer retome. We ne ben but 

X, & the payneTTis ben Innumerable & of grete force. In 

thonour of god I praye you, that alwaye we holde vs to- RoUnd warns hu 

companions to 

gyder, & that eche take hede of other as moche as he may, keep together, 

1 /» (2944) 

1 o For yf we be deuyded, we shal sone be taken and hanged. 
And on that other parte, yf one of ys falle to the grounde, 
that prestly he be reysed, And not to leue hym for Jyf 
ne deth, And that none f aylle other. And I shal be he «»<! ^ ^ «»^y» 

each to help the 

20 that shal bfynge you to-gyder by thayde of god ; for I other. (2»4«} 
swere ^to you by my lyf, that as long as I may holde 
durandal, and may kepe the lyf in my body, ye shal 
haue of me a good deffendour and waraunt." and in 

24 lyke wyse sayd al the other. Florypes answerd : "my 

lordes, ye may tarye ouer longe ; " & i^e went in to hyr rioripas brings 
chambre, and opened a coffre, in whiche was the crowne crown, (2960) 
of Ihesu Cryste, and moche reuerently they kyssed it wwch the knights 

28 & sette it on theyr heedes. Wherf or with a good 

courage they yssued out, noo thynge dredyng< the puys- jy^^^^jJJ^^Me) 
saunce of the paynyms. & after, Florypes and hyr 
damoysellys lyft vp the brydge, & shette fast the toure. 

32 IT The noble peres of fraunce, fayr and in good orden- 

aunce, wente toward the galowes alonge the medowes, 

& the paynyms were vnder the galowes, and were besy 

to brynge vp guy of bourgoyn, which had hys eyen 

' arig, boyal. ' g iiij, back. 



136 ROLAND KILLS CORNTFER AND RELEASES OUT. [ll. iL 16. 

ouy is on the boundeD, & hys handes als^o, anc^ a grete corde aboute 

point of being 

hanged, (8972) bys necke. anc^ wban Eolland sawe that, he hastecB h js 
bors, & the other after, & began to crye to the paynyms 
sayeng^ : '' ha ! trayters, mastyns I It shal not be as ye 4 
thynk : ye haue begonne suche a thynge wherof ye ^al 

bat BoUnd pata repente/* Of thy 8 bruyt which was made so Impetu- 

the Saraoens to 

flight, (2976) - ously, the moost hardy of xxx that helde guye began 
andkiut2oof to flee j andf they were so hastely poursyewecJ that xx 8 

them. 

of them ^were slayn. here vpon they that were in the 
The ambath wode camen out, makyng a grete bruyt : and al afore 

bi-eaka oat. (2989) ' J o o J > 

came Corny fer, a meruayllous paynym, vpon a morel of 
grete facyon, Andf began to crye: "ha! ye frensshe 12 
men dysmesured ! come ye for to socoure hym that is 
lugecJ by thadmyral to be hanged 1 ye haue enterprysec^ 
a grete folye ; For al ye shal be hange() wyth hym." 
Whan roUandf herde the paynym so say, he was moche 16 
Roland oharyres angry, & heldc durandal in hys hande, & came ageynst 

Comy&r, (2996) 

hym as a wulf enragecJ. Neuertheles the paynym 
smote on his shelde daungerously ; but after that he 

andBiayihim, was recoured, he atteyned and smote the paynym so 20 
puyssantly that he clefte hys heed doun to the body. 

and then rides to and after that he was dede, roUand came rennyng* vnto 

unbinds Gvij, the galowes, and vnblynfelde & vnbonde syr guye of 

bourgoyne, and bad hym holde hym by hym tyl he was 24 
armed. & after that Eoulland had slayn another paynym, 
Guye, beyng* in thassuraunce of thother peres of frauwce, 

who takes the he armed hym Incontynent with tharmes of that paynym 

arms and liorse of 

a Saracen. (30S2) by the holpe of hys f elo wes, & mounted vpon the Paynyms 28 
hors. but thys was not doon wythoute grete payne and 
meruayllous deffence that they made, for anone al the 

The French are sarasyns that Were in the wode came vpon the ba'rons of 

bard pressed. 

fraunce, and dyd grete Inconuenyents. ISTeuertheles, by 32 
thayde of god, the barons were of so good gouemement 
& of so entyer courage, of so meruayllous deffence and 
puyssaunce, that at that tyme they put soo many sarasyns • 
* g iiij, back, col. 2, ' g v. 
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to deth, that the place was al encombred, and al were 
empesshed to goo further, Emonge whome guye of Guy performs 

ouurvelloiu fMts. 

Dourgoyne dyc^ meruaylles : for after that he was 
4 annec^ by the conseruacyon of hys felowes, he dyd 
gretely hys deuoyr, & sayc^ to the sarasyns : " ye 
traytres mastyns, I shal sfiewe you in thys loumey 
that I am escaped fro your handes." & by thus fyght- The saraoens be- 
8 yng* they made the sarasyns to withdrawe a grete (so4i) 
bowe draught. They thus fyghtyng*, on that other 
syde were moo thaw ten thousand sarasyns redy to 
empesshe them the passage, that they my3t not wyth- 
12 drawe them. Wherfore Rolland, holdyng durandal in 
hys honde, seeyng that, called al hys felowes and sayd 
to them : ^* lordes, it is noo tyme now to wy thdrawe ys, Roland eaiis on 

1 , M , . A his companions to 

but of necessy te we must auance vs for our owne con- make an eflfort to 
16 seruacyon : yf we may gete the brydge, doubte we no f^^* ® " 
thyng*, & thenne may we wel saue vs." " Eoulland," 
Sayd Guye of bourgoyne, " Ye knowe wel that in the but Guy reminds 

him that they 

toure we haue noo thynge to ete, & yf we were ^ wythin, have no pro- 
visions, (8055; 
20 how shold we lyue ? yet had I leuer to haue my body 

daungerously wounded in fyghtyng* vpon the sarasyns, and says it is 

better to die 

than to deye for hungre were wythin, & wythoute fighting than be 
daunger. and yf it be the wylle of god that in thys day 
24 we shold deye, al be it at hys playsyr, and we shal take 

it a worth, as good and trewe knyghtes of god." Al the au the othc^-s 

agree. (S061) 

other barons were of hys oppynyon, & goon forth in grete 
purpoos for to here them valyauntly. They beyng* in 
28 thys purpoos to here them valyauntly, as sayd is, 
Florypes was in a wyndowe of the toure, and sawe Guye 
of bourgoyne hyr loue, wherof she was moche loyous, 
and cryed to hym wyth an hye voys, that hit wold pjorfpae from a 

window cl^6ors oq 

32 plese hym to come to hyr, sayeng, that yf she lyued, for ooy. (soso) 
the prowesse of the barons that hyr fader thadmyral 
shold ones be in hys daunger. Wherfor Ogyer the 
danoys sayd ; ** Lordes, haue ye not herde how nobly 

* g V, col. 2. 
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•catter the Sara- 
cens ae sparrows 
before tiw hawk. 
(8101) 



Quy slays Bam- 
pire. 



Boland praises 
his valour. (8109) 



^e speket^ She is wel worthy that we doo for hyr. 
And knowe je that I shal not be at ease yf we thus 
The French make retome." Theime, wythoute more langage, the frensshe 
"*^"* men ronnen vpon the sorasyns h«tely, of ^home 4 
BouUand was alwaye formest, and made soo grete bruyt 
and descomfyture of paynyms, that they eschewed & 
made them to flee tofore him as ^the byrde tofore the 
sperhawke. Guye of bourgoyn came with a grete cours 8 
ageynst a paynym moche fyers, named! Bampyer, and 
attayned hym so harde on the somette of the heed, that 
he clefte hym to the myddel of hys body. Wherfore 
whan BouUand sawe hys grete ysdyaunce, he said to 12 
hym : " Guy, fayr cosyn, I haue wel seen how ye hauo 
menaced the paynym. Te haue so doon that Florypes 
the fayr lady ought to loue you and holde you ry^t dere. " 

% How the peres of Fraunce aforesayd' were 16 
pourueyed' of vytaylles, and' after assyeged' 
and' foughten by the paynyms : ca. xvj 

WHan Florypes the curtoys, beyng* wyth hyr 
damoyselles in the toure, sawe the barons of 20 
Fraunce to be assured tofore the castel, she cryed to hem 
hyely : ** ye lordes, I praye you to remembre to gete 
Somme vytaylles or ye come entre herein, to thende that 
we deye not for famyne. Olyuer vnderstode wel the 24 
damoysel, and also roulland, whyche sayd that she had 
Wel spoken, and in tyme : " for yf we entre in to the 
castel, we may not departe wyth our ease," and ther- 
npon al the barons with one ^courage goon ageynst the 28 
sarasyns, & smote on them & brake theyr aray, in suche 
wyse Jat they made them to voyde the place, & to wyth- 
drawe and goo backe a grete dele, and thus as they 
retomed vnto the toure, a ryght good aduenture came 32 
ageynst them. For xx eowmyers passed forth by, which 
certeyn paynyms ledde, whyche al were charged wyth 



Flortpas raninds 
the knighU that 
they have no fbod. 
(S116) 



The Saracens are 
driven back. 
(81«) 



The Frendi meet 
with 20 pack- 
horses, laden with 



' g V, back. 



' g V, back, col. 2. 
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"wyn, brede, and flesshe habundauntly. And anone they providonB, csise) 

that ledde them were slayn and put to deth, And thenne 

the barons enforced them for to lede them hastelye, and ''Wdi they driv« 

inside the gates 

4 so conduyted them tyl they brought them in to the ofthsoastis. 
toure. & in the waye as they retomed, they fonde the 
body of basyn whyche had be slayn the day byfore, 
which they took vp, and brought wyth them in to the on their way they 
8 toure, and were there in surete. For they lyfte vp the ©f Bwyn. (siso)'^ 
brydge, and entred, and after aualed the drawe brydge, 
and made faste the yates, and surely. And thus were 
they wel vytaylled for ij monethes & more, ye may 

1 2 wel wete that thadmyral was not ouer loyous whan he Baian is ftirions 
sawe that Guye of bourgoyn whyche had ben in his 
subgectyon was wyth hys felawes, And also whan he 
knewe that they were fumysshed wyth vytaylle so 

16 habundantlye. Wherfor ryght angry and euyl contente 

^dyd doo calle hys counceyl, and demaunded brullant andcaiiiaooun- 

cil. (S168) 

of mommyere, and Sortybrant of Conymbres, and other 

of hys counceyllours, sayeng* to them : " My barons, ye 

20 knows that these friBusshe men haue ryght euyl gouemed 

vs. They haue garnysshed the toure wyth brede, wyn, to consider what 

is to be done. 

and other vytayUes : and yf by aduenture it come to the 
knowleche of kyng Charles, we shal be enpesshed, for 

24 he s&al come & socoure them, and we shal come make 
to hym contynuel resystence, For hys puyssaunce is 
ouer grete, ye knowe it wel. Wherfore I am in grete 
thought and melancolye what we may best doo." 

28 To thys, Sortybrant answerd & sayd : " syr admyral, sortibrantadvues 
I counceyl that euery man be armed, and in grete the French by 
poynte, for to sette vp the engynes to assaylle the toure 
& breke it, & after to make sowne and to trompe vp a blowing of trum- 

pet8,&c. 

32 thousand trompes and homes Impetuously. And whan 
the Frenssh men shal here them, they shal be so aferde 
that we at our playsyr shal mowe entre in to the toure." 
Brullant of mommyere answerd to hym & sayd: 



140 bbuillant's description of the knights and their prowess. 
Bruiuant says he " Soitybrawt, frende ! ye speke of a grete folye. Byleue 

is a fool) 

not fat the frenssh men that be within the toure ben 

for the French an of soo feble condycyon that ye shal make theym aferde 

::2iJfS;rt.^ wyth blowyng* & sownyng- of homes. iCerteyn ye 4 

haue nothyng to fere them wyth, Anc^ I shal say to 

you the reason. The floor of the barons of fraur^ce is 

there wythin : the moost puyssaunt & the moost noble 

for there are in EoUanc) is there, whych is so puyssaunt andf courageous 8 

the castle Roland, 

that who-someuer loyneth to hym, he putteth hym to 
and ouver, deth : And there is the counte olyuer : knowe ye not of 

his grete fyersnes, whyche conquer<J Kynge Fyerabras, 
the myghtyest of all the paynymsl And? I swere to 12 
you by Mahoun that he is in theyr companye. For I 
haue herde say also that there is the counte of mondy- 
and Gerard, dyer, GherarcJ, whyche hath doon to vs grete dommage. 
Teny, Also there is thyerry, the due of ardayne, and another 16 

Naymee, fals olde olde kuyght that named? hym self Naymes, due 

Guy, and 5 others, of Bauycro, scmblably Guy of bourgoyne, whyche was 
taken from vs whan he was ledde to be hangecJ. And 
other ther be whyche I haue not named. There ben 20 
but xj, for one of them was slayn, and ye knowe wel 
they ben alle of grete resystence. 

Eoulland, the ^neuewe of charles, is of soo grete 
fyersnes that he doubteth no man lyuyng*, ne stroke ne 24 
And if they were shotte that is gyucu hvm : and doubte ye not, that, yf 

all like Roland w./ ./ ,/ ./ 

they were al suche as he is, that ben in the castel, they 
they would soon shold chace VS outc of thys royame or they ^shold slee vs. 

chase tlie wliole 

Saracen army out And I kuowe wcl that theyr god waketh for them, for 28 

of Spain. (8204) 

he hath ry^t wel kepte them. Our goddes ben accursed 
and vnhappy, For it is longe sythe that they haue ony 
thynge holpen vs." IT Of these wordes that brullant 

Baian u enraged, thus sayd, thadmyral was passyng* angry, & sayd to 32 
hym : " ye haue ryght euyl and folysshly spoken." and 

and tries to strike SO saycug, he wold hauc smytou hym wyth hy s staf, 

him, (3211) 

but the kyng Sortybrant wythdrowe the stroke, sayeng* : 



— ^ — Q ^ .. ^ .. _ — J — ^ 

' g vj, col. 2. ' oH^. nenewe, ' g vj, back. 
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" Syr admyral, leue your angre, and late vs thynke for to bat sortibrant 
assaylle thys toure, and late vs so do that these fals (8218) 
frenssh men be vaynquysshecJ and smyton in pyeces." 
4 and thus as he had said, thadmyral made to come homes, 
trompettes, and other Instrumentes for to sowne & to 
make bruyt and noyse, in suche wyse that al the sarasyns The Saracens are 
were there assembled, that they helde ]?• space of a myle they cover a 
8 longe abonte the toure. After, thadmyral made to come ground. (S221) 
a man Ingenyous & enchauntour, whyche was named 
Mahon, that made two meruayllous engynes, & with 
couertures surely made kept them that were there vnder, 

12 that they myght not be hurte of the frensshe men. 

And by the moyen of these engynes they conquerd the By means of 
fyrst wardes of the castel. wherf ore the frensshe men, the oater defences 
furyous and ^wode as lyons, cdme to the yates of the ' 

16 toure, & the may dens also al armed, whyche with the 
barons dyd so wel theyr deuoyr, that he that was raught 
and smyton by them, was so terrybly hurt, that he ouer- 
threwe and fyl doun dede. For they were aboue on but the French 

20 hye, and threwe doun grete stones, dartes of yron, & (saso) 
other mortal engynes, wyth whyche they made con- 
tynuel resystence. 

% How the toure was broken and' brente by 

24 enchauntement, & the barons in grete 

peryl of deth, and' restored' by assaulte 

maad' on the Paynyms : capitulo xvij 

THe Paynyms perseueryng' in thassault afore sayd, 
Thenchauwtour came tofore the admyral, and sayd 
to hym : " Ryat dere syr, I haue made myn engynes al The engineer says 

he has his engines 

redy, by moyen of whyche I shal delyuer to you the ready. (8250) 
frensshe men : make your men of armes to goo a parte, 
32 & that I may haue somme to awayte on me." And 
whan they were alle redy as he had deuysed, he sette 
them rounde aboute the tour. And by hys crafte and 

* g vj, back, col. 2. 
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and with a pre- 
paration extin- 
guishes the firo. 
(3292) 



He seta the walla aite he made a flamine of fyre so meruayllous, that ]>" 

fire. (8280) pylers of marble & other stones hygonnen to brenne & 

The French are in make fyre at vtteraunce, ^wherfore the frensshe men 

were so perturbed that the one sayd to the other, that 4 

by force they must yelde the toure, for they had no 

moyen to saue theyx persones. Wyth thys, florypes 

but Fioripaa bida sayd to them : " lord«s, esmaye you nothyng* yet vnto 

them fear nothing', n** »_ , o , ^ ^ 

the tyme ye see more. And anone sne wente, & took 8 
somme herbes and other medecynes, & dyd tempero 
them in wyn, For she knewe the manere how that fyre 
a»rtyfycyally brente the stones, thus she made this 
betirage ; and whan it was caste vpon the fyre, it brenned 12 
nomore. Wherfore the admyral wende to haue been 
out of hys wytte for angre. But Sortybrant tolde hjm 
that al was quenched by the moyen of floripes his 
doughter; wherfore thadmyral was of ent^ncyon to 16 
make hys doughter to deye of an euyl deth. The kyng* 
Sortybrant sayd that he shold do sowne his homes and 
trompettes, and recommence the assaulte al newe, and 
at that tyme by force the frensshe men shold be vayn- 20 
quysshed : " For I am sure," sayd he, " that they haue 
nomore to caste oute vpon vs. For they haue nomore 
sBotte ne stones, but al is fayUed to them." And 
thassaulte was made as it was ordeyned Impetuous, that 24 
it semed derke for the shotte of arowes, of dartes, 
Byaftiriooa stones, & Other engynes : in suche wyse that the ^grete 

assault the Sara- iii.-i i. i-it-i 

cens break down a quarters of the murayl & walles fyl and tombled doun to 
wX'Sr' the erthe. the barons of frarmce moche abaaahe<J, eayd 28 
one to another, that thenne they must nodes be vayn- 
quysshed, For they sawe parte of the walles & the 
pryncipal of the castel falle doun. And they beyng in 
grete thou3t, Florypes sayd to them thus : " Lordes, 32 
dysmaye ye noo thynge ! thys toure is stronge ynougli 
for to kepe vs yet. And of that other parte, the tresour 
of my fader is herin, which is in grete wedges and 



Balan swears 
vengeance on his 
daughter. (3297) 



Sortibrant sayt 
the FrencI) muat 
soon give iu, 

for they have no 
more shot nor 
stonM. (3802) 



Fioripaa cheers 
the French, 



gvij. 



* g vij, col. 2. 
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plates of golde & buyllyon. late ys goo fetche it, Andl and advisen them 
.8 wel may we slee the paynyms therwyth, as wyth ^«^i:J!::^' 
stones, and better." Thenne Guy of bourgoyn, hyr loue, 

4 came to hyr \vytli grete loye, & kyssec^ byr mocbe amer* 
ously and swetelye. And after aUe wente & opened! 
the toure and! place wbere the tresour^ was Innumerable, 
and wyth grete quantyte therof they wente to the The French do «), 

8 batylments of the toure, and threwe ypon the paynyms, 
in suche wyse that they made grete dyscomfyture. 
And more-ouer the paynems, seeyng* the golde falle on and the saracem 

1-1 • 1111 « ji iiii* leave off the as- 

them m suche habundaunce, anone they cessyd their sauuandflght 

12 fyghtyng ayenst the frewssh men, And for the concu- MUwtlrtho^ 

pyscence of that golde they f aught and slewe eche »**^^- (***•) 
other. Wherfore thadmyral was so dysplaysaunt <fe 
^ angry that he wende to haue dyed, and began to crye 

16 wyth an bye voys : " ye barons sarasyns, leue ye Baian, alarmed 

,.,.. .1." ii -r *"** grieved for 

thassaulte, whiche tometh to me grete dommage Innu- his treasure, 
merable. For I see that my tresour wasteth & is loste, retire. (ss48) 
which I haue wyth grete payne ^& dylygence assembled, 

20 And had recomaunded it to my god mahon, and had 
made hym kepar of it, whyche how hath faylled me. 
but by my soule, yf I may take hym, and that he come 
in to myn holde, I shal make hym wepe." The kyng 

24 Sortybrant answerd : " Syr Admyral, be ye noo thyng sortibrant com- 
ameruayllyd of your tresour, ne wroth ayenst Mabon, for 
he may nomore do ; they may wel take it fro hym, for 
he is a-slepe : I byleue none other : for in tyme passed "^^ *»y« ^ahonn 

* •' V X must be asleep. 

28 he hath wel watched & kepte it ; but those frenssh men 
ben so wyly theues )>at they haue stolen it fro hym 
subtylly." Thadmyral beyng* al angry bycause the 
nvffht came on repayred* with his peple toward hys TheSarmcens 

•'^ ^ "^ ^ retire to theu 

32 souper. After thys, whan thadmyral was sette atte camp, 
table, Eoulland, whyche was in the hye toure surely 
with his f elowes, laye in a wyndowe for to ease hym ; 

' ori^. tresoup. ' g vij, bk. • orig. payue. 

* orif. And' repayred'. 



144 AT NIGHT THE FRENCH MAKE A SORTIE INTO BALAN's CAMP. [ll.ii.l7. 



Roland from a 
window sees 
Balan at sapper, 
(3358) 



and proposes a 
sortie. (3363) 



Tliey all arm and 
start. (3864) 



Balan sees them 
coming, (3369) 
and sends for 
Espoulart, his 
nephew, to meet 
tliem. (3372) 



Espoalart charges 
Roland; 



he is unhorsed, 

(8386) 



but is soon up 
again. 



Roland stuns him, 
catches him up, 
and carries him 
. away on his horse. 
(8392) 



Balan calls for a 
rescue. 



anc) as he thought & was pensyf, he sawe thadmyral 
syttyng* at the table through the wyndowe, andf after 
cam to the other barons ancJ sayd to them : " ^my 
lordes and brethem, I see that the Admyral is wyth 4 
hys pryncypal barons at souper, and thynketh to holde 
hem wel at his ease. an($ me semeth it shol($ be grete 
honour and prowesse to vs to make hym leue^ his 
repaste." The other barons, hys felowes, were of hys 8 
accorde, & hastely they armed them and put them in 
poynte, and fayr yssued out, .comyng' to the place 
where the admyral was. but the admyral, whiche was 
subtyl, apperceyued theyr feat, and sente hastely for a 12 
paynym, whyche was moche fyers, and was hys neuewe. 
And sayd to hym ; " Espoulart, cosyn, peraduenture 
the f rensshe men purpose to dystrouble vs at our souper, 
Therfore depesshe the, and be redy anone, and doo so 16 
that they be taken & destroyed." and anone he was 
redy. And forthwyth Espoulart took hys hors, and came 
ayenst the barons, holdyng* in hys honde a dart of stele. 
And fyrst he encountred Eolland, and hytte hym in his 20 
shelde in suche wyse that of the stroke he was al 
astonyed ; but it came soo to passe that it touched not 
hys flesshe, ne he was not hurte. After this^ Eolland 
came ypon the paynym^ and gaf hym a good stroke that 24 
he made hym ouerthrowe fro hys hors; but the turke was 
so valyaunte, and a man of so grete myght, ^that moohe 
lyghtly he remouwted vpon hys hors. And Eoulland 
came to hym, & smote hym wyth hys swerde in suche 28 
wyse that the paynym wyst not where he was. And as 
he was fallyng* doun of hys hors, Eolland moche puys- 
sauntly caught hym, & layed hym thwEurt vpon hys hors, 
and bare hym awaye. The admyral, seeyng thys, al in a 32 
rage escryed hys peple that they shold socoure hys 
neuewe. but they wyst not what to doo, For in de- 
fendyng* them many of them were slayn and hurte 
' S vij, back, col. 2. ' orig, lene. ' g viij. 
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wythoute nombre; wherfor of veray force the other 
paynyms must retorne : & roUand cessedf not to renne 
tyl that he was at the toure. Aiidl whan al the barons but the French aii 

. _ 1 . 1 B_ 1 escape into th«, 

4 ot J raunce were wythm, they snette the yates wel surely, caeue. (mio) 
and? had? noo feare of ony empesshement. 

% Here begynneth the thyrd' partye of the 

second' book which conteyneth xvj chapy- 

8 tres, And' speketh how the barons of 

frau;2ce were socoured & the paynyms 

confused'. 

% Of the moeujrng of the peres of frau^^ce for 

12 to goo shewe theyr affayres vnto kyng' 

Charles ; And' how Rychard of Norraandye 

was ordeyned' for to goo : capitulo primo 

THe peres of fraunce beyng* thus assyeged and 
deteynecB, as I haue said afore, had taken a turke 
moche fyers, ancJ grete frende of the admyral, 
whome they gaf to florypes for to do wyth hym as it 
plesed? hyr : & they demaunded? of hyr what man he TheyaekPioHpas 

e>/\ o A 1 Try, 11. who their prisoner 

20 was, & of hys estate. Florypes ansuerd : " he is sone is. (3444) 

,,._ She tells them he 

of myn aunte, & neuewe to thadmyral, and? he is ryche is Baian's 

neohew (3448) 

& hath grete puyssaunce. AncJ yf ye wyl doo grete 
dysplaysyr to my fader, put hym to deth." The due 
24 Naymes moche wyse sayi to hyr : " Madame, it is not 
behoeful to put hym so to deth ; but sythe he is a man 
of auctoryte, and hath audyence wyth your fader, we 
been the more loyous. and? I shal say to you wher- Naymes proposea 

• in to keep him to 

28 fore : yf peraduenture one of vs were taken of our ene- exchange for any 
myes, by the moyen of this man he myght be rendred? might be taken, 
and chaunged for hym." Andf of thys conclusyon were 
contente al the peres of fraunce. Thenne after thys, 

32 EycharcJ of Normandye called the other his felawes, 
ancJ saycJ to them : " jq knowe wel how we ben here 

' g viij, col. 2. 
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Riehard of Nor- enclosed in thys toare. And I am wel sure that at the 

mandy proposes i • n •, ' 

laste Tve must nedes laylle, and! deye by these Sarasyns. 
We haue noo moyen by whyche we may saue our lyf ; 
ihatth«7 should and me thynketh that it sholdf be good that we shold 4 

send a meMoge to 

Charles for help, ^condude to seude to themperour, to thende that he 
shold come and sooour ys, or ellys of ts s&al sone be an 
ende." The due Naymes ansuerd and sayd : " Syr 
rychard, me semeth ye speke of a grete folye. For 8 

Naymes says that there IS noo man here wy thin, that wyl take vpon hym 

no one dare go on i» t« 

themessage,(s427) for to do this messags that ye speke of. For ye see 
tor the country is that the coutree is al couerd with sarasyns. for assone 

all covered with i>_ii * ..^ i-i i c\ 

Saracens. as he snol be oute fro vs, it is Impossyble to escape 12 

wyth hys lyf. And be ye sure, but yf god doo for vs 
and shewe hys grace, we shal neuer departe fro hens." 
herupon Florypes sayd : " I can not say at thys tyme 

pioripas says they noue other thynge, but that we lede the moost Joyous 16 

had better ei\joy 

themseWesasweu lyf that wc may, as loDge as we shal mowe endure. Ye 
haue here fayre maydens, eche of you take ono at hys 
playsyr." Thenne Rolland and his felowes, for these 
wordes of Florypes were reioyced, and thanked & 20 
preysed hyr affectuously. Thyerry the due of Ardayne, 
whyche was moche angry, sayd : " My brethern and 
my lordes, I am in grete thought. For we be faste shette 
here wythin, and knowe wel that in shorte tyme we 24 
shal be dyscomfyted : we haue therof expery ence ynough 

Thierry again tofore our cyeu. late US soo couclude that our fayte may 

proposes to send 

a messenger to bo notefycd vuto charles, that he or hys pussyauwce 

Charles. (S456) 

^ may come socoure vs." H Ogyer ansuerd and sayd : 28 
ogier asks who '< for to sende to< charles, there is none here soo hardy 

will venture <»* , , . , . 

such a dangerous that dare presume it ne take it on hym. '^ Yes, said 

Roland offers to rollaud, ** I shal do it, and shal enterpryse it myself to 

protJlu.rM67T goo to hym to morn, and shal doo my deuoyr." The 32 

due naymes, or he tad fynysshed hys wordes, ansuerd 

and sayd : " Syr rolland, dysplayse you not, for emonge 

vs ye are the moost vncouenable for to goo thyder : for 

* g viij, bk, ' g viij, bk, col. 2. 
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whan the Paynyms shold knowe it, we sholtJ not be 
redoubtedf as we be. Andl whan we haue you wyth vb, 
we been in surete, ancf our enemyes in drede of vs." 
4 Guyllam profred hym self to goo forth gladly, Soo dydl Wiiuam and 
Gherard ; Semblably guye abando7^ned hym self to goo go, (847i) m also 
wyth good affectyon, but Florypes woldf neuer consente 2m nofierhta " 
therto. U Neuertheles, aiPter many dysputacyons, ry chard **** ^**'^' 
8 sayd for conclusion : " My lordes, ye knowe that I am At laat Richard 
of grete parentage, & haue a sone of grete noblesse, suf- (8480) 
fysaunt to here armes, and as I suppose, he shal be valy- 
aunte. And yf it happene that in doyng* thys message 

12 I be taken & slayn of the paynyms, After my deth he 
may receyue & hold, myn hery tage in my name, and doo 
seruyce to Charles. And I ought wel to doo it, for to 
doo playsyr to Charles aforesayd. ^For whan he had 

16 gyuen to me my lande, and possessed me in my contrey, 
I wold not accepte it but by one moyen, which is 
Buche, that yf it happed, a strange man not subgette to 
my contreye, & that he were bonde, & of thral condycyon, 

20 and yf he duellyd a yere in my londe, that after he 
shold be free al his lyf, & many other thynges : " & 
th^nne thus it was concluded that ry chard shold goo to which they aii 
forth on the message; But Bolland maad hym to 

24 promyse tofore his departyng*, that he shold not tarye 
in ony place, ne soioume nowhere, yntil the tyme that 
he were with Charles, but yf he were greued in hys 
persone or deteyned prysoner. Eychard promysed it & 

28 sware, as it is afore sayd. Thenne Eychard, after his 

oth made, sayd that, " now we haue not to sorowe, but They consult how 

he is to get away 

the maner how I shal mow departe and passe forth, that unseen. (S509) 
the men of armes see me not ; f or yf I be knowen by 
32 them in ony wyse, It shal be Impossyble to me to resyste 
them." Eolland sayd : "by my fayth, I shal say myn 
opynyon here vpon. I counceyll that to morn erly we Roland soggesta 
be wel armed, and we shal goo out and make a cours make a sortie, 

' hi. 

L 2 
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and distract the vpon the saKisyns, & do gretely our deuoyr, & they sfial 

Saracens whUe be besy with vs for to defende them & hurte vs. 

Eychar(J shal departe & passe forth & leue ^ vs, & we shal 

remyse vs to-gyder for to retome in surete. in the mene 4 

Richard steals whylo Rychard, that knoweth wel the region, shal mo we 

away in the other 

direction. (8649) be wel fePTO forth on his waye tofore they shal know 
ony thyng therof ; andf if it playse god & hys swete 
moder, he shal saue hym self, by suche manere, that in 8 
shorte tyme we shal haue loye & consolacyon that we 
shal hastely goo out surely." Thys sayeng*, the peres of 
fraunce, seeyng* that thys thyng* was not yet achyeued 

The knights weep surely, begonnen al to wepe tenderly for the pyte of 12 

over Richard's 

danger. (8527) theyr affaype. The noble duc^ rychardl, seeyng* his 

felowes wepyng* for hym, sayd to them : " my lordes, ne 

Richard bids them doubte yo noo thynge ! yf godi gyue me the grace, to 

fear nothing, 

whom I comaunde my self, that I may passe thys boost 16 
and! thys contreye, and in especyal that I may fynde 
myself a-lyue by-yonde the brydge^ of mantryble, I may 
for by God's grace wel eusuTO you that I shal brynge you socours in suche 

he will soon bring *> o y 

•uooour, wyse that by the grace of god ye shal sone be delyuer(J." 20 

The barons ansuerd to hym : '* Ihesus, by hys myght and 
puyssaunce, graunte you wel to goo, & better to retome !" 
After this conclusyon they sayd nomore : the ny3t cam 
on, & eueryche of them went to hys repayre, vnto atte 24 
mome for to begynne to complysshe theyr enterpryse. 

*% How after that ry chard was departed, kyng 
claryon, a ryght myghty kyng', ranne after 
hym, the whyche was slayn by the sayd' 28 
Rychard valyauntly, & of other thynges : 
capitulo ij 

Bat ft great disap- /^ Rete CTvef and annoye cam to b* peres of fraunce 

pointment was in M } ^ 

•tore for them. I -^whan Eychard of Normandy e shold departe for 32 

V>n to goo to kyng* charles. On the mome whan 

* h i, col. 2. * ori^, dul. ' orig. brydde. * h i, back. 
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they came to the gates of the toure, in whych they were 

in, they fonde grete multytude of peple sarasyns, whyche For in the mom- 

kepte the passage that none of the frensshe men shold the castie >ar- 

4 yssue out. Wherfore by the space of ij monethes they J^m, (S54o) *'*' 
coude not fynde the moyen to yssue oute ; hut on a day monthVthey^had 
emonge al other, whan thadmyral was on huntyng* a ging*ouM8450) 
lytel waye of, & that on a nyght the garde of the 

8 bridge was forgoten, Thewne the barons armed! them At iwit an ooca- 

Bion offers, and 

& mounted on horsback, and wente out rennyng vnto they saiiy out, 
■ theyr lodgynges ; but assone as they were seen of the the Saracens. 

paynyms, they blewe vp homes & trompettes, & began 
12 to sowne so terrybly, that anone peple Innumerable were 

there assembled for to renne vpon the peres of Fraunce. 

and thus whan they were al enclosed wyth theyx 

enemyes, & that euery man was besy for to fyght, The 
16 due Rychard al in wepyng' commaun^ded to god hys 

felawes, And secretely departed, and took hys waye at whiie they are 

thus engafced 

al aduenture. & tofore that his felawes were at theyr Richard steals off. 

(8580) 

lodgyng*, many of the sarasyns were hurte & slayn. and 

20 in this maner they reentred in to the toure surely, and 

mounted in to the bataylement, & sawe a-ferre due 

rychard, whyche thenne had passed beyonde all the 

boost ; and in wepyng* they recommaunded hym swetely 

24 to god many tymes. Eychard of Normandye thus 

rydyng* allone, had feare alwaye that he sfiold be 

assaylled. whan he had ferre ryden vnto a toppe of a 

montayn, his hors was sore chauffed, & bledde habun- hu horse breaks 

28 dantly. Thenne he doubted entyerly that he shold be 

empessfied, and lyfte vp his mynde to heuen & sayd : 

" lord god, my creatour, to whom alle my wylle is in despair he 

1 1 J. prays to Qod for 

ordeyned, thys day preserue my body from myn help, 
32 enemyes, sin suche wyse that I lose not my lyf," & 

blessid hym self with the signe of the crosse many and crosses him- 

sell. 

tymes. he beyng in that place, the day appyered wel 
clerely; & fyrst, brullant of morwmyere apperceyued 

^ h i, back, col. 2. 



150 BIOHARD JS DISCOVERED, AND PURSUED BT CLARION. [ll. ill. 2. 

BrwUaiit and Sor- hym, & after, sortybrant of Conymbres, ivhycbe were 

tibrant see him, . t . ^ -rr 

(tttt) bothe to-gydre, the whyche wente hastely to Kynge 

Claryon, a moche myghty paynytn, neuewe of thadmyral, 

and teu Clarion, andf brilliant saycJ f yrat to hym : " Syr Claryon, see ye 4 
yonde messager, *one of the prysoners of fraunce, whyche 
is departed fro his felawes, & gooth toward Charles for 
socours 1 And? yf ye see not for remedye, there may 
come therby harme to vs ; -for yf he recounte theyr 8 
affayres to the kyng charles. It may happen to retome 
to Ys grote dommage." Also sone as claryon herde 

who mounts and thesc tydyngcs, anone he armed hym, & mounted vpon 

rides after h^»" , 

(8M0) bys hors, the moost merueyllous that euer was seen, 12 

For for to renne xxx leghes he wold not be wery ; & 
took hys shelde & his swerd of stele square & sharpe, 
& ranne toward Due Eychard as he had be enraged, 

followed by other & other sarasvns folowed after hym. Eychard mounted 16 

Saracens. (86i5) '^ ^ j 

on hys hors, wythoute knowyng' that he was poursyewed, 
& sayd : *' my Creatour, holy Trynyte, gyue to me 
consolacyon & grace, that I may see Charles the myghty 
Emperour, to whom I am sente for the rescows & com- 20 
fort of my felawes, whiche ben in the toure, sorouf ul 
and sore greued, and that I may make them loyeful," 
Riciiard, looking & thus as he was in this thou^t he loked behynde hym, 

round, sees ^ 

the Saracens & sawe the sarasyus come hastely after hym, whyche 24 

coming after him. 

(»653) were by oomyn estymacyon moo than xiiij M, Of whom 

the Kyng* Claryon, neuewe of the Admyral, vpon the 
courser tofore sayd, came tofore the other a grete waye. 
Neuer^theles, Eychard beyng on a lytel montayn, & 28 
byhelde the boost of the paynyms came ageynst hym 
with grete courage, ye may wel ymagyne in what estat 

He is almost In his hcrt was. what thyng myjt he thynk that they 

despair. 

wold do wyth hym, & what tidynges his felowes shold 32 
haue of hym, whan he was there allone for tabyde & 
susteyne the furour & malyce of so moche peple 1 Thus 
ynw^gynyng* that he myght not flee, Anone was clarj'^on 
» h ij. 2 h ij, col. 2. 
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vpon the sayd coursour, whyche ranne faster ancJ more in ftmnt comes 
Bwyftlyer than a grehounde; the whyche coursour was hor8e,hSf white, 
alle whyt on the one of hys sydes as a flour delys, & on 
4 that other syde as rede as fyre enflammed, The tayle 
after the facion of a pecock, the croupe behynde som- with a peaoook'f 

tail, 

what reysed & dropped, as smal as of a partryche ; grete 
thyes & short feet, & platte & rou7ide, wyth lytel eeres ; 
8 the mane of the necke whyt, his nosethrylles large & a white mane, 
ample ; he was tofore moche hrode, & had eyen grene & and green eyes, 
clere, a lytel heed, a brode fronte, with a smal mosel ; & 
he was sadled with a sadle of yuorye, & the raynes of 

12 jj* brydle entrelaced with gold ; styroppes of fyn gold ; 
the poytral wel enomed & rychely. & was gyrde with 
iiij stronge syngles, & had on hym moo than an C of nia breast piere 
smal belly s of fyn golde, sownyng* moche melodyously. gold heiis. 

IQ & y paynym ^ smote hym with the spores moche 
sharply, in suche wyse that the hors made a leep more 
than XXX foot longe. Andf after escryed due Rychard 
the noble knyght, sayeng* wyth an hye voys : " by 

20 Mahoun, my souerayn god, thou messager shalt neuer cianon caiis on 

Richard to sur* 

achyeue thyn enterpryse, For wythoute goyng* ony render. (8678) 
ferther, thou shalte here ende thy lyf." whan rychard 
vnderstode hym, alle the blode in hys body was moeued 
24 & chaungecJ, & ansuerd : " Sarasyn, wherfore arte thou Richard asks um 

to let him go, as 

of suche entencion ayenst me 1 What haue I trespaced he has never done 
to the 1 I neuer offended the, ne robbetl thy tresour, (8(B4) 
I requyre the by loue that thou dystrouble me not ; and 

28 yf thou suffre me to passe, I shal take it for a grete 
seruyse, & I promyse to the that ones it shal be re- 
warded to the by me." The paynym answerd : " cer- 
tajm, firensshe man, thou spekest of grete folye ; & of clarion declares 

32 mahoun be I cursed yf I doo ony thyng* for the. I shal life, (sew) 
not suffice the to passe for half the tresour of the world." 
Also sone as Rychard knewe hys entewcyon, he auaunced 
ayenst hym, & the paynym came to Eychard, & wyth 

' h ij, back. 
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RICHARD SLATS CLARION AND TAKES HIS HORSE. [ll. iii. 3. 



Clarion cats at 
Richard, but does 
him no harm. 
(8688) 



Richard smites 
Clarion on the 
neck, and cuts his 
bead off. (S704) 



He takes Clarion's 
horse, (S705; 



and lets his own 
go, bidding it an 
affectionate fare- 
weU. (S71S) 



The Saracens 
coming np try to 
catch Richard's 
horse, but in vain. 
(87S0) 



hys swerde he smote hym hard? vpon hys shelde ; but 
it was 80 harde that it wente not thurgh. here-vpon 
richarcP, which was ful of grete yre ayenst the paynym, 
hy effectuel deth came to hym wyth hys ^swerde which 4 
was trenchaunte, & as the hors lepe forth, the paynym, 
lyfte vp his hede, & richard attayned ouerthwart the 
necke so ry3t in a loynte, that he smote of his nede, in 
suche wyse that it flewe ferre fro the body, ye, wel a 8 
spere lengthe, & he put y truwke of the body to the 
erthe al dede ; & forth wyth he descended fro hys hors, 
& mountecJ vpon that the good courser of the Paynym, 
•whyche was the best hors of the worldl. Thenne 12 
Rychard myght wel say that he was neuer soo wel 
pourueyed? of an hors ; For he was so myghty, that yf 
he had born vij knyghtes armed? vpon hym, he wold 
not haue swette a droppe of water ; & for to swymme & 16 
passe a depe ryuer, ther was noo hors lyke hym. & after 
that he was thus horsed? at his ease, he said to his owen 
hors by moche good afifection : " gentyl hors doulstyn, 
for the I am sorouful that I may not conduyte the in 20 
to som place at my playsyr. I praye to God of heuen 
that he drawe jj® in to suche a waye that fou mayst 
come in to the hondes of crysten men & serue them, in 
manj^ grete bataylles & euyl passages thou hast wel 24 
serued me, & of thy grete seruyce, as moche as apper- 
teyneth to me I thanke the gretely." & here vpon he 
wente and rode forth hys waye. And? anone the sara- 
syns that followed after, came ^& fonde the kyng* 28 
Claryon deed, theyr mayster, of whos deth they were 
80 surprysed of melancolye & of sorowe, that they coude 
doo none other thynge but fyrst to renne for to take 
Rychard 8 hors. But there was none soo hardy to ap- 32 
proche hym ne sette honde on hym, but the hors maad 
grete deiSence, & took hys waye rennyng^ for to retorne 

to the place that he was departed fro. 

* h ij, back, col. 2. ' h iij. 




II. iii. 3.] Richard's horse returxs to the castle. 153 

% How Rychards hors cam & passed' thurgh 
thexcersyte of the admyral, & was seen & 
knowen of the peres of Fraunce, in soo 
moche that they thought that due Rychard' 
had' been deed' ; & how the brydge of 
Mantryble was kepte : capitulo iij 

Ychar(J of Normandy e wytli his swerde in hys 
fyste rode hastely, & the sarasyns whych rawne 
after hym came and fonde theyr kyng deed, of The Saracens find 
whome the hede was on that one syde of the waye, & and lament over 
the body on that other. It byhoueth not to recounte **^' ^^^**^ 
12 the sorowe that they were in, whan the chyef of alle the 
sarasyns of myght ancJ parentage was descomfytedl ancJ 
slayn ; and? for thyng that they coude do, they coude not 
reteyne Rychards hors. & the fyrst that ^ sawe the hors 
16 come re?myng was thadmyral, whiche called gorant, Baian sees Rich- 

i»i_. T_* 01 J. 1. 1. J* r. srd'a horse run- 

sone 01 kyng* grehier, & also sorty brant of conymbres, ning loose, (8740) 
& sayd to them : " by my god? appolyn, whan I wel 
aduyse ancJ remembre me, I ought wel to loue my 

20 neuewe Claryon, ancJ holde hym dere emonge al other, 

I see wel that he hath put to deth the messager of the and thinks that 
Frensshe men : that it is trouthe, ye may see his hors kuied. (8742) 
that yonder cometh," and thadmyrall commanded that He orders the 

24 he shold hastely be taken, but whan the hors saw that caught, (8744 
they wold haue taken hym, he ranne ancJ smote out, & but none can 

catch Wnrtr 

cessed not tyl he cam to the yate of the castel in 
whyche the barons of Frauwce were enclosed. & whan 

28 the frensshe men sawe thus the hors come, whyche was 
longyng to rychar(J, they were al affrayecJ and moeuecJ, 
and? came & opened the gate, and? anone he entred in ; Tiie knights admit 
and after that the yate was shette, they arenged them gates, 

32 aboute the sayd hors, for compassyon of sorowe, wepyng* and lament over 
pyetously. H And Due Naymes spake fyrst and sayd ; 

* h iij ool, 2. 



154 THE SARACENS MAKE GREAT LAMfif^TATION OVER CLARION. [ll. ilL B. 

They are all in " Ha, Kicliard of Normandve ! I praye to god that he 

great grie^ (3754) * ./ o 

he in thy comfort and that he haue pyte of thy soule. 
I knowe wel that for thy deth we shal neuer haue 
socoure, Ne of thy partye we shal neuer haue none 4 
helpe." Iloullan($ and? Oly uer heryng these ^ wordes, & 
also the other, wepte bytterly. here-vpon came florypes 
the curtoys in grete heuynes, and sayd to them : 
but noripaa com- " Lordes, in the honour of god, leue your lamentyng* 8 

forte them. (S763) _ , , , - , 

ancf sorowe : we knowe not yet the trouthe of the 

mater." thus as they were in these grete thoughtes, the 

Sarasyns came, whyche had? lefte Rychard ryde forth. 

The Saracens re- And in grete sorowc <fe tormewt broujt the body of kyng* 12 

bodyofciaiion. Claryou. And whan thadmyral sawe them come, he 

beyng* in the ethroclytes in hys entendement, cryed and 

sayd ; " and how is it 1 is myn neuewe in good poynte 1 ** 

The sarasyns ansuerd : "Syr admyral, we may not lye 16 

to you. Claryon is dede, it nedeth nomore to demaunde 

Baian swoons on therof." Thadmyral heryng thoo wordes, fyl doun to 

hearing of his 

nephew's death, thcrth al in a traunsc, and he swouned more than iiij 

(9'JOK\ 

tymes as he had been dede. thus emonge al the sara- 20 
syns was a grete wepyng*, & made grete sorowe. The 
There is great sarasyns thus makyng thys lamentacyon, the barons of 
(870a) * fraunce herde and vnderstood them, & specially flory- 

pes, which knewe better the langage. & after that she 24 
knewe the cause of theyr sorowe, she came to the barons, 
and sayd to them in spekyng to rolland : " Syr, knowe 
Fioripas explains ye wherfore the sarasyns demene sache sorowe? it is 

tothelniighto ii-i-r^^i. 

what has hap. trouth that Eychard your messager ^hath slayn the 28 
kyng claryon & wowne his hors, to whom is none lyke 
ne pareylle of bounte in al the world. Ss as wel for J>* 
deth of claryon as for the losyng of the hors, they de- 
mene Ss make al thys sorowe & torment that ye see & 32 
here. Wherfore I praye you that euery man doo hys 
deuoyr, to lode a good lyf and to make good chyere." 
Olyuer sayd to rolland loyously: "O my felawe of 
* h iij, back, * h iij, back, col. 2. 



BALAN SENDS A MBSSBNGBR TO STOP THE BRIDGE OF MAJJ^TRfBLE. 155 

armes, ye knowe not how glad T am of these tydynges 
that we here, & I ensure you by my soule that I am 
as sure to passe thys dauwger that we be in, as though 
4 I were in the strengest castel of frauwce. blessyd be 
richard of god, for he hath borne hym nobly ! " and 
semblably sayd al the other his felawes. After that 
richard rode thus, thadmyral made a man to come to Baian wnds a 
8 hym named Orages, & made hym to take a dromedary fr^^^bridge-*" 
hastely, & comanded hym to here his lettres to galafre, ^^^®^***"^"^ 
which kept the stronge brydge of mawtryble : " I charge 
the to rewne as faste as the dromydary may here the, to 

12 mantryble, and say to Galafre wherfore he suflfred? the 
messagers of charles to come ouer the brydge, the 
whyche haue doon to vs so moche greuaunce and en^ 
noyaunce, as thou can wel telle to hym. & I swere by 

16 mahon my god, that he dyd a grete folye. & pythe on 
that other parte the ^messager of the frensshe men 
goeth thyder, and yf he recounte his message to Charles, 
it myght happen he shold put me in subgectyon, Ther- 

20 fore say to galafre that he kepe soo wel the brydge, that that he is to aiiow 

no one to pasB ilie 

noo persone passe : and say to hym more ouer, that, yf bridge, 

he do otherwyse, I shal put oute hys eyen, and make on pain of death. 

(3845) 

hym deye shamefully." " Syr admyral," sayd Orages 
24 the messager, '* I shal do your commaundemente ; and 
I assure you I shal ryde as moche waye in one day as 
that other shal do in foure dayes. for, for to ryde an 
hondred leghes contynuelly, I shal neuer be wery." 
28 And thus he departed from the admyral vpon a dromy- Orages starts on « 

dromedary. 

dary, & taryed not tyl he came to mantryble, and spake 

to Galeifre, sayeng^ : " Galafre, I shal not hyde fro the He arrives at 

Mantrible and 

that the admyral is not contente wyth the, by cause thou delivers his 

A^/M- 1. ^ " .111 message, (88fl9) 

32 suffredest the frenssn men to passe ouer the brydge, 
whyche haue doon to hym grete dommage, for they be 
lodged in the chyef toure, & hoi den in theif subgectyon 
the goddes, with floripes his dou3ter, and haue slayn 

I \ « « • • 

^ h iiij. 



156 GALAFRE SENDS OUT 15,000 MEN TO LOOK FOR RICHARD. [ll. iii. 4. 



that he is on no 
account to let 
Richard pass. 
(3875) 



Galafiie in a rage 



tries to strike 

Oraf^es, 

but is prevented 

by the by-stand- 

ers. (8834) 



He sends 15,000 
men to look out 
for Richard. (S886) 



many of the moost valyaunte of the courte of thadmy- 
ral. & the cause wherfore I am thus hastelye come, is 
thys : After me cometh a messager, whyche is one of 
the barons of Fraunce, whyche gooth for to fetche ayde, 4 
vnto Charles theyr ^kyng*; the whyche hath slayne 
kyng* Claryon. wherfore kepe wel thys passage that he 
passe not. For yf thou doo otherwyse, thou shalt not 
conne fynde the manere to saue thy lyf, but that thou 8 
shalt deye vylaynsly." Of these wordes Galafre was 
perturble(J and? replenysshed of yre, & for hys angre 
he made moche foule chyere, and began to scumme at 
the mouth lyke a bore enchaffecJ, anct took a staffe, and? 12 
had smyton the messager yf it ha(J not be letted by 
them that were presente. H Neuertheles he mounted? 
vpon a tourrette, and with the sowne of a trompette he 
assemble(J many men of armes, whyche were in nombre 16 
XV M, whyche were anone of horsback, and! passect the 
brydge. And? whan they were ouer, it was anone lyfte 
vp, and they wente and? rode here and? there for to 
recouwtre J)* messager of the frenssh men, yf by aduen- 20 
ture they my^t fynde hym. 



Richard is in great 
doubt how to pass 
liantrible. 



% How rychard of normandye passed the ryuer 
of flagot by myracle, by the moyen of a whyt 
hert which cam tofore hym : [ca.] iiij 24 

Ychard^ of Normandye, messager of the frenssbe 

barons prisoners, rode in grete doubte, ye may wel 

^thynke and? ymagyne, how he onely by ^hym seK 

myght passe the stronge and? daungerous brydge. And 28 

in rydyng* he behelde behynde hym, and sawe al the 

contree couerd wyth men of armes. thus byholdyng* 

theym he was sore troubled? in hys mynde, [&] began to 

and begins to pray crye : " Ihesus, kyng^ of glorye, at thys tyme be th<m 32 

kepar of my body, & conseruatour of my soule, For I 




He sees the Sara- 
cens covering all 
the country. 



h iiij, col. 2. 



h iiij, back. 



RICHARD SLAYS MANDYSBE, AND ARRIVES AT THE RIVER FLAGOT. 157 

see wel the declyne of my lyf. yf I put my self to fyght, 
I shal haue my hede smy ton of ; ancJ yf I entre in to 
this hydous ryuer, I shal not conne passe ouer. Thus 

4 at thys tyme I muste nedes deye. And? yf I by force 
retorned to my felawes, I shold make a grete defaulte to 
therle EoUand, to whom I haue promyse^^ faythfully 
to doo my deuoyr for to doo my message, Wherfore, 

8 my go<J, my maker, I wote not what to say, but that thy - 
wylle be fulfylled and doon of me. thou knowest myn 
entencion : after the same goueme me ! " he beyng* nyghe By the tiine he 
the ryuer, the sarasyns maden grete bruyt in comyng^ to nver the saracen* 
12 hym, emonge whom a neuewe of the admyral auauncedf wm^^Sr*" 
hym to renne ageynst hym, & cryed wyth an hyghe 
voys : " messager, what someuer thou be, thynke for Mandysee caiis on 

. him to turn and 

to dye ! thou hast now ryden ouer ferre ; now is jj" houre light. (8929) 
16 come that the deth of kyng clary on ^al be aduenge<J." 
These wordes so herde of ry chard were ^not to hym 
ouer playsaunt ; but he was euyl contente, and! sodeynly 
he spored his hors ayenst hym, holdyng* a swerde in 
20 hys honde, square & sharpe, whych he had? eonquerd of 

Clary on : and came to hym, ancJ smote hym so daunger- Richard tumg and 

, 1 . 1 , , 1 killB him, (8982) 

ously ayenst the breste, that it perced? thorugh the 
shelde in to hys body, that he fyl doun to therthe al 
24 deed ; & after took hys hors by the brydle, whyche was and ukes hia 

i» -L J horse. 

ryche of golde, and went to the ryuage of the water, and He rides to the 
byhelde it that it rawne lyke a quarel out of a crosbowe, which runs like a 
and rorecJ lyke thundre, in suche wyse that galeye ne bow. 
28 other engyne myght not goo surely vpon hyt. 

IT Thenne bv crete contrycion of hert he recom- Heeommenda 

^' ^ '^ •^ himself to Ood. 

maunded? hym self to our lordl, that he sholcJ preserue (89«) 
hym from deth tyl that he had saycf hys message to the 
32 Emperour Charles. Thenne god of heuen, that neuer 
leueth hys seruauntes at their nede, shewed vnto hym a 
grete token of loue that he had? to Charles, for Rychard 
of Normandye beyng* in thys medytacyon and thought 
» arig. pormj'sed'. "'^ h iiij, back, col. 2. 



158 A MILK-WHITE HART CONDUCTS RICHARD OVER PLAGOT. [ll. iii. 4. 

God sends a milk- for to passe oTier, go(J sente a whyte herte which passed 
which goes' before tofore rychardl : & in comyng ye ought to wete that the 

Richard. (8956) m ,-» . -, ^ t 

ryuage of the water was moche hye, ye, as hye as a man 
from hynethe myght caste vp a stone wyth hys honde, 4 
The water rises And the rvuer began to aryse ^soo hye that it flowed! 

till it is level with , , , \ i -, * . , 

the banks. ouer the Danke^ andl the herte entrea m to the water ; 

the river, and RycharcJ lokecJ behynde hym, & sawe many sara- 

syns come in a grete multytude for to put hym to deth ; 8 
and thenne he recommaunded hym to god wyth good 
hert, and made the sygne of the crosse vpon his body, 
hauyng* in hys hert the holy name of Ihesus, that he 
myjt perseuere fro drede in suche wyse that he myght 1 2 

and Richard foi- passe ouer the ryuerc ; and soo toke the water & 

lows it. (8962) \ 

folowed the hert. The paynyms seyng* that, were al 
The saraoens dare abasshed and troubled, and there was not one that durst 

vot follow him. /. •• , -i /» 

foiowe hym. Fro Incontynent the water aualed, and lo 
The river sinks to retomed in to hys former estate and beyng^. Thenn© 

its usual level. 

the paynyms made grete duel and sorowe by cause they 
my^t not haue the messager. IF Galafre, whyche that 
was moost wroth & werst contente, cam to the bridge 20 
oaiafre lets down and aualed the chaynes, and commanded the paynyms, 

the draw-bridge. ai-i-i t ».i>. 

(8976) vpon payne of deth, that they snold not cesse tyl that 

rychard were taken, or ellys they shold be all in the 
Indygnacyon of thadmyral, and in daunger to be loste. 24 

Richard is now Eycherd of Normandye came ouer in good poynte, and 

snfe, 

deuoutelye thanked god of the grace that he had sente 
to hym, and descended fro hys hors for to vngyrde and 
lose hys sadle. ^ And after resengled hym, and took his 28 
and rides on hors and rode forth at hys ease, and ladde that other 
hors on hys ryght syde. & doubted thenne nomore. 
For in shorte tyme he supposed to fynde thexcersyte 
of kyng* Charles, The paynyms seeyng thys, retourned 32 
soroufully, <fe wente to vnarme them. For other thynge 
coude they not do. 

* h V, , * h V, col. 2. 
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^ How charles was in purpoos to retorne, 

wythout goyng ony ferther, by the coun- 

ceyl of ganellon traytour, and his felowes ; 

4 & other maters : capitulo v 

IN as moche as rychaidf rode, whyche was moche 
"wery ; and out of grete thought Themperour Charles Meanwhile, 

_, 1 o Q j-ioii Charles is in grreat 

was passyng* moche pensyf & sorowful for hys barons, trouble about his 
8 whyche were deteyned of thadmyral. And he, seeyng ° * "' ^ 
that he had no tydynges, he sente for to come to hym He caiis his 
Granellon, Geffiroy, dantesuyle, aubert, machayre, and? 
many other, and emonge the other, cam reyner, fader of 

12 Olyuer, to whome he sayd : "lordes and frendes, I am teiis them hu 
in moche grete trybulacyon. the cause is ynough ap- 
parent, whyche is of my speeyal barons, whyche were 
sente as messagers to ballant, thadmyral. I see that 

16 ^no persone reporteth ne bryngeth ony tydynges from 
them ; wherfore knowe ye, that of my dede that I dyd 
I despyse my self. Thenne by more stronger reason 
the other ought more to despyse me. And I you en- 

20 sure that I shal neuer regno more, but shal leue alle. and declares his 

. intention of re- 

Take ye there, loo! the crowne of mageste, take it! signing the crown, 

(4015) 

For I depose my self from hens forth." Ganellon waa 
there which was loyeful, what someuer semblaunt he 
24 made, and sayd : " syr emperour, yf ye byleue me, I Oaneion advises 

him to give orders 

shal gyue to you good counceyl. ^ Anone comaunde for a return home, 
that our lodgys and habytacyons here be take vp, & • 
that euery man trusse hys gheer vpon the sommyers, 
28 and thynke to retorne. For yf ye goo ony ferther, ye 

shal neuer retorne. The contree of Aygremore is moche for Baian is too 

, strong for them, 

stronge ; And sythe that, ballant the admyral is of grete 
fyersnes, and wyth that, he hath alle the paynyms & 
32 sarasyns capytayns in to hys ayde ; And by cause that 
Fyerabras hys sone is d^teyned by you, & maad crysten, 
80 moche more is he affectyoned ayenst you : And on 

* h T, back. 
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ganelon's friends support his advice. [ii. ill. 5. 



now that the 
douzeperes are 
dead. 

In time, he says, 
their children will 
be grown up, 

and then Charles 
can return and 
conquer Spain. 



Charles swoons 
for grief. 



He mourns over 
his disgrace. 
(4054) 



He asks his barons 
for tlieir opinions. 
(4069) 



All Ganelon's 
friends support 
his advice, (4081) 



and declare they 
will go no ftirther 
(4064) 



that other parte your harons be not a-lyue, I ensure 
you : Retorne we in to Fraunce. We haue lef te there 
many of our chylJren and parents that shal wexe grete ; 
and? or it be twenty yere, they shal here armes. An(J 4 
thenne they with vs ^shal come in to spayne, for to con- 
queste the londes ancJ seygnouryes that we haue enter- 
prysecJ, And? shal recouure the holy relyques, of whome 
I haue grete pyte. And? more ouer ye shal reuenge the 8 
deth of RouUand, the noble erle, for whom ye haue thys 
melancolye ; For certayn ye shal neuer see hym." Whan 
Charles herde these wordes of Cranellon, he was smyton 
wyth soo grete sorowe, that after, he fyl doun^ in a 12 
swoune, AncJ spake not the space of a grete houre ; and 
in wepyng bytterly he saycJ to hym self : IF " poure 
caytyf and! vnhappy, what shalt thou do 1 yf thou re- 
torne, J?ou shalt be dyshonouredl. yet were it better to 16 
lose the lyf thaw to be thus shamecJ.^ After that he 
was comen to hymself, he say(J to hys barons that were 
there : " Loo ! ye see the counceyl that ganellon gyueth 
to me, whych in no wyse may playse me. yf I retorne, 20 
wythout takyng vengeaunce of my noble barons which 
ben thus deteynecJ, there shal neuer man sette by me, 
but I shal be shamecJ, and! wyth goodf ryght." Machayre, 
aulbery, and? geffroy, and? other, moo than an hondred, 24 
whyche al were parentes & traytres wyth Ganellon the 
moost parte, & also were moche myghty to-gydre, saydl 
alle wyth one consente : " Syr emperour, purpose ^ye 
not to do other wyse than ganellon hath sayd, For he 28 
hath spoken wysely ; and therfor conclude ye to retorne 
in to fraunce wythout gooyng* ony ferther on. we ben 
XX thousand? that haue made oth to-gyder that, for ony 
thynge that ye say or do, we shal not goo noo ferther. 32 
For sythe that Roulland is dede, they haue loste theyr 
comforte, & hym that was chyef of the conseruacyon of 
their persones." Charles, al heuy, answerd? : " god? of 
' h V, back, col. 2. * orig. donn. * h vj. 
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heij^n, how am I determyned? 1 yf I retome wythoute 

to auenge my barons, I shal doo pourely, sythe they 

haue susteynecJ & borne vp the crowne Imperyal an(J 

4 my wylle, andf I now to retome wythoute to auenge 

them — He that gaf me suche counceyll, loueth me but 

lytel, I see wel." Eeyner of genes, fader of Olyuer, 

aroos vp and say (J : IF " Emperour, yf thou byleue Rayner warns 

8 these wordes that haue ben said to the, thy gouernaunce trust oaneion or 

shal be so euyl, that by them al fraunce slial be wasted? 

& brought to nought. And who someuer haue damage, 

they retche not, but passe ouer lyghtly." Thenne they 

12 that were of the partye of the traytres cam forth and! 

sayd: "Eeyner of genes, ye haue lyed of that whiche Ganeion's friends 

abase Rayner, 

ye haue sayd. And? yf it were not by cause the kyng* (4io8) 
is present, ye shold lose your hede and? it ^shold? be 

16 smyton of. we knowe wel what ye be : your fader 
garyn was neuer but a pour man and of lowe condy- 
cyon : A lie your lygnage ne ben but people of nought." 
IF The due Eeyner myght not sutfre thys Iniurye, but 

20 came to hym, and smote hym wyth hys fyst in suche who knocks 
wyse that he ouerthrewe to grounde ; and? there were (4ii7) 
made many reproches and? ylle talent, in so moche that 
y f the kyng* had? not be present,, and made the pees and a great disturb- 

ance ensues, 

24 tranquylyte, they had slayn eche other. For anone there 
were moo than a thousand of the lygnage of ganellon. 
But fyerabras, which was present, blamed themstrongely ; which is quieted 

by Fierabras and 

And on that other syde the kyog sware by hys crowne charies. (4i8«) 
28 that yf there were ony persone that began bataylle or 
fyght, that he shold do hym be hanged as a theef at- 
taynt, of what someuer estate that he were, and by thys 
they were aferde for to ofiFende, and was nomore spoken. 
32 Not-withstandyng that, the counceyl was taken emonge Ganeion's party 

vow vengeance 

them, that they shold put Eeyner to deth as sone as against Rayner. 
they shold be in Fraunce, Charles sent for them to 
come to hym, and said to them : " ye haue done to me 

* h vj, col. 2. 
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162 CHAHLBS GIVES ORDERS FOR A RETREAT TO FRANCE. [ll. ill. 6. 

Charles orders a grete sfeame ; but yf ii be not amended now tojore 

Alorys to b^ 

Rayner'8 pardon me, I shal do opene lustyce. Alwaye nedes must the 
(4149) ' kynge be obeyed." in sucbe wyse that alory ^on hys 
knees cryed due Eeyner mercy, but he wold neuer haue 4 
doon it yf it had not been for to appease the furour of 
kyng charles ; & thus they maad the pees. And after 
themperour sayd his oppynyon, that yf he tomed backs 
that it shold be to hym grete dyshonour. Therfor cam 8 
Geoffrey d'Haute- geffroy daulteuylle, fader of Ganellon, whyche sayd : 

Tille advises 

Charles to follow " Syr Emperour, I am olde, and haue seen moche thynge, 

Ganelon's advice. 

(4168) wherfore me semeth that ye ought to byleue me as wel 

as ony persone of your companye. ye knowe wel that I 12 
and Ganellon my sone haue alwaye loued you, And, how 
that it be that he counceylleth you to retome, hath good 
ryght. I haue now my body alle to-brused for beryng* 
of armes; and be ye sure, that tofore that twenty yere 16 
be passed, the chyldren that be now in fraunce shal be 
grete & myghty to here armes, and they shal be so grete a 
companye, that lyjtely ye shal mowe conquere spayn,and 
auenge the deth of rolland and of hys other felowes," 20 
Whan Charles vnderstode these wordes, he wepte byt- 

chariesjrivesway, terly, & saw that by force he must ayenst hys wy lie 
retorne in to fraunce, and leue hys enemyes. Wherfore 

and orders the by the sowno of trompettes was cryed the retraytte. 24 

retreat home to ^ , ,, 

France, (4189; And auonc the artylleryes were assembled and the 
hamoys trussed, wherof ^the companye of traytres were 
loyous, and many of the other were euyl contente, & 

to the firreat grief in espccyal Eeyner, whych retomed withoute hys sone 28 

of Eayner and 

Others. (4195) Olyucr, whcrof ye may wel thynke in what estate was 
hys hert, by cause he hath^ loste al hys comforte. 



% How after the complaynte of Charles, 
Rychard come vnto hym, whyche tolde to 32 

' h Yj, back. * h vj, back, col, 2. * orig. bast 




II. iii. 6.] CHARLBS SEES RICHARD COMING TO HIM. 163 

hyra thaffayres of the peres of Fraunce : 
capitulo vj 

'Han charles was mounted on horsback, and in 
wage for to retome, he took remors of Rolland, 
Olyuer, and of other, how he lefte them with- 
oute to do otherwyae his deuoyr : he taryed sayeng* : 
" vnhappy that I am, I may wel sorowe whan I now Charles laments 
8 leue the men that I loue best in the world, and retorne hu barons j (4207) 
fro them, whan I ought by good ryght to auenge them. 
I shal be reputed for a fool, & sore blamed. Rolland, 
how I haue loued you ! may euer your vncUe so longe 
12 lyue that he may see your deth auenged 1 God defFende 
that euer I here crowne on my hede, seen the pouerte 
of my fayte." thys sayeng, almoost he fyl a swoune to he swoons from 
the erthe for the dysplaysaunce that he had: ^moche *^"**' 
16 heuynes had he that tyme. **Alas!" sayd Charles, 
" Rolland, I was moche euyl auysed whan I consented 
that thou sholdest goo to thadmyral ! wel am I cause of 
al your perdycyonl" In makyng* thys heuynes, the 
20 boost made soo grete bruyt to retourne, that it was mer- The army pre- 

pares to stsirt 

uaylle. & thus as they began to ryde forth, The em- home. (4i27) 
perour loked toward the eest, and from ferie he sawe 
rychard come rydyng* vpon an hors sore rennyng*, and charie« sees 
24 helde in his hande a swerde al naked, wherfor the Em- (4229) 
perour sente for to come to hym the moost grettest 
lordes of hys companye, and made thoost to tarye and and orders a halt. 

(4258) 

goo no ferther forth. " I see," sayd he, " yonder comyng* 
28 a man on horsback, which maketh grete haste, and 
ledeth on hys ryght syde a fayr courser, as me thynketh; 
and he semeth by hys lydyng* that he is Rycliard of He reoo}rni.«e8 

J J J J ^ '^ Richard. (4247) 

normandye. Now I praye to god almyghty that thys 

32 day he aende me tydynges of rolland and of the other 

barons, that they be alyue." Thenne the boost taryed, 

and anone came richard, whyche maad hya hors to lepe 

' h vij. 
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104 RICHARD TELLS CHARLES HOW THE KNIGHTS ARE SITUATED. [lli 111. 6. 



Charles enquires 
of Riclmrd how 
Bolaiid and the 
others are. (4257) 



Richard tells him 
how they are 
besieged by Balan, 
(4285) 



that they have 
Floripas and the 
sacred relics, 
(i271) 



and have sent him 
to beg Charles to 
come to tlieir 
help. (4276) 



The king is 
pleased. 



and says if they 
can hold out for 
f>ix days he will 
deliver them. 
(4300) 



moche gentylly tofore the kyng, whome he saleweJ 
moche humbly. And thenne cbarles sayd to ry chard 
of normandye : " Sone of noble baron, how is hyt wyth 
you 1 what is bycomen of my neuewe Eolland and of 4 
myn other ^barons? be ye come allone? be they alyue 
or dede? telle me, I praye you." Eychard ansuerd: 
" Syr Emperour, RoUand & the other, whan I departed 
fro them, were al hole and in good poynt, and been 8 
in aygremore, in a stronge toure, bysyeged by ballant the 
admyral of spay ne and fader of Fyerabras; & there been 
aboute them an hondred thousa[w]d sarasyns. And 
knowe ye for certayn that thadmyral is a man moche 13 
fyers & terryble, whyche hath sworn by his god mahoun 
and Termagaunt, that he shal neiier departe fro thens but 
that they shal be hawged by the necke. And on that 
other syde your barons haue wyth them floripes, the 16 
curtoys doughter of thadmyral, the fayrest that euer 
was seen, the whyclie hath in hyr kepyng* the relyques 
that ye soo moche desyre to haue. and sende you worde 
by me that ye shold come and ayde them for to saue 20 
theyr lyues. And yf it please you to remembre them, 
ye shal mowe conquere the contreye of spayne, & other 
goodes ynough," Grete consolacyon had kyng^ Charles, 
And thenne he conceyued wel that Ganellon was a 24 
traytre and ful of wyckednesse. And neuer after hys 
counceyll ne sayeng* shold be herde ne alowed in hys 
courte. For he sawe wel, that as for hym it abode not 
2 but RoUand and hys felowes sholi haue dyed. " I^ow 28 
gentyl Rychard," sayd the kyng*, "is the toure in 
whyche they been bysyeged, stronge & wel gamysshed 
of vytayl for to defende them ony whyle ? yf they may 
holde vj dayes, I shal make thadmyral to dye, and al 32 
hys complyces." "Syr," answerd Rychard, "I shal 
say to you the trouthe. they haue noo vytayl but they 
gete it with the swerde. thadmyral is meruayllously^ 



' h vij, col. 2. 



' h vij, back. 



RICHARD PROPOSES A PLAN FOR PASSING THE BRIDGE OF MANTRIBLE. 1 C5 

fyers ancJ f iil of cruelte, and hath of people a multy tude Richard teiis laia 
Innumerable, the whyche holde the space of two myle. gurrouudecTbythe 
the town is stronge, where he habyteth, & also there is ®*"^***"*' 
4 on thys syde of the toun the brydge of mantryble, where and that he win 
the passage is moche daur«gerous. an(J the walles of that bridjfe*of Mantrf- 
cyte ben made of marble cymented and? fortefyed? with ^^^* ^*^^ 
toures, and there renneth a ryuer ry3t hydous, whyche 
8 is named flagot, and is of depthe of ij speres of lengthe, 
& renneth so fast and brayeth, that there is noo bote ne 
shyppe may passe theron. and the brydge is half a myle 
longe, And in the myddes there is a toure^ of marble 

12 so stronge that it may not be beten doon ; & the yate is 
gamysshed & kepte wyth barryers of yron fast locked. 
IF The portyer that kepeth thys plase is a paynym hydons which is kept by 
and grete, massy f, stronge and ^felonnous, whyche bet- *^*"*' 

16 ter resembleth the deuyl than ony man or persone. he 

is as blacke as pytche boylled, & hath x thousand aa Wack a* pitch, 
knyghtes in his companye. wherfore I wote wel that by (4321) ' "*"' 
force we may not passe ; For by ony assaulte that may 

20 be doon to them, they doubte it not. And yf we passe 
not by engyne and subtyllte, we may not goo ouer the 
brydge; For by force we may noo thyng< do. but it He proposes a plan 
byhoueth vs to passe in guyse of marchaunts ; And may pass it by, 

24 somme of vs shal be wel armed vnder our clothes; and knS'teMm^- 
there aboue we shal were a mantel of cloth, & theyr ® *° * ^ 
swerdes vnder, And there shal come after vs grete som- 
myers charged with marchaundyses. And ye wyth al 

28 the chyualrye shal tarye in a lytel wode, & that euery 
man be in grete poynte. & after whan we haue goten 
the fyrst gate, I shal soune & blowe myn home. And 
wyth motye ye shal come on. And thus we shal haue 

32 the passage, by the playsyr of god, and we shal come to 

our entencyon." Thys counceyl was wel approued by charies approves 

__ ^11 iii»ii TiT-i of the plan. (4350) 

the kyng* Charles, whyche oite blessyd rychard by cause 
he had so wel sayd, Ss thenne he resembled al his peple. 

■ ari0, tonre. ' h vij, back, ool. 2, 



166 RICHARD AND HIS PARTY RIDE FORWARD TO MANTRIBLB. [ll. iii 7. 



Five hundred 
French knights 
disguise them- 
selves as mer- 
ohante, (4S69) 

and start on, 



while the others 
lie hid in a wood. 
(4400) 



Richard and his 
party ride on, 



driving the pack- 
horses before 
them. (48tf5) 



His companions 
are frightened at 
the sight of the 
river and tlie 
strength of the 
bridge. (4405) 



The standardes were reysed, ancJ the loryflam dyscouertJ, 
Eychard took hya hors, and gaf it to due Reyner, An<J 
wente & ^bonde heye aii(J grasse to-gydre, and made 
trusses vpon many sommyers, in the guyse of mar- 4 
chauntes. euery man wel armed? vnder hys cloke, & 
swerde gyrde, and so take theyr horses, to thende that 
they shold not be espyed : and were in nombre v hon- 
dred knyghtes, alle men of grete facyon, and dryue to- 8 
fore them the sommyers for a good enterpryse. Rychard 
went tofore as chyef enterprenour, due howel of !Nauntes 
folowed, Guye de vallee, R^^oU du mauns, Due Reyner, 
fader of Olyuer, & other, whyche rode forth wythout 12 
taryeng*. And Charles wyth alle hys barownye abode 
in a wode, as tofore I haue maad mencyon. 

% How by the moyen & counceyl of Rychard 
of Normandye, wyth iij other barons, the 16 
strong brydge of ma;^t^yble was wonne, 
not wythoute grete payne; And what 
maner man galafre was : capitulo vij 

THemperour charles, with an hondred thousand men, 20 
abode in the wode tofore sayd, & Rychard of nor- 
mandye, hoel of Nauwtes, RyoU, and Reyner, & other 
peple whyche were valyaunte of theyr persone, were on 
the waye to goo toward man-^tryble, and ladde wyth 24 
them a quantyte of sommyers charged, whan the felowee 
of Rychard sawe the ryuer of flagot so roryng, And 
thentree of the cyte of mawtryble so stronge, the brydge 
soo daungerous to passe, & the yates barred and en- 28 
chayned so wyth yron, they were moche abasshed. 
For, for to come thyder by assaulte, alle the puyssaunce 
of crystendom myght not entre by that place, but they 
aualed the brydge and chaynes of yron. Ryol de- 32 
maunded of Rychard : " What may there be of this 



» h viij. 



* h viij, col. 2, 
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place ? " And he ansuerd : ** knowe ye that thys is the 
strongest cyte that is hytwene thys and Acres. Andl 
there been in the same cyte moo than a thousand men 
4 of annes," Hoel of Ifauntes was alle afrayed, And com- 
maunded hym self to god, prayeng hym to kepe theyr 
persones. Rychard sayd : ** lordes, I wyl goo before, & Richard encour- 
shal speke fyrst; and whan we haue passed the fyrst and teiis them to 
8 yate, see that ye take of your clokes for to smyte vpon " "'^ *"' 
the paynyms : & for ony thynge that happeth, see that 
the one of you faylle not the other." Eyol ansuerd : 
" doubte ye not tlmt whan I am emonge the sarasyns 

12 but that I shal doo my deuoyr that it shal appyere: 
and yf I doo not as I say, I wyl that ye reclame me 
recreaunte, and repute me as rebouted." After ^ these 
wordes they hasted theyr sommyers toward the brydge ; 

16 & galafre sawe them fro ferre, and stode restyng* hym Gaiafre sees them 
nygh to the fyrst gate, & helde in his honde a grete axe *^'^*"*' 
of fyn stele bended and affyled that there was noo eyde 
but it cutted. Thys paynym was grete, and fourmed so 

20 hydously, and of suche representacyon, that he semed He is as hideous 

as a devily 

better a deuyl than a resonable persone. he had eyen al 
enflammed lyke fyre, & he was as blacke as boylled pitch-biack,with 

ft a rn I nop OXTAS 

pytche ; hys necke large Ss grete, his nose half a fote his nose is six 

24 longe, his eeres so grete that they my3t conteyne wel and his ears big 
half a busshel of whete, &ys armes longe & croked, & half a bushel or 
his feet stode ouerth wart; & as of the remenaunte of 

hys body, was lothely ynough. Ballant thadmyral loued Baian loved him 

greatly 

25 hym moche, & was his neuewe, and for the grete con- 
f ydence that he had in hym he gaf to hym the kepyng" 
of the brydge of mantryble, by cause that it was the 
moost strongest passage that was in al the marches of 

32 that contreve. And the sayd paynym was conestable of and had made 

*' ^ 1. ^ ^ him constable of 

al the londes of thadmyral, wherfore it was necessarye »ii fch« country 

" about. (4445) 

that none of the frensehe men snold haue be knowen 
of hym. For yf there had ony be knowen, there shold 

' h viij, baeka 
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neuer none haue escapecJ but he shold haue ben dede. 
Thus, thenne, whan they were ^at mantryble, Ey chard 
passed? afore, and whan he was at the entre of the gate, 
Gaiafre chaiienget Galafre Came to hym <& sayd : '' vassal, what are ye 1 4 

the French 

knights. (U61) whcrf Ore come ye hy ther ] '* 

IF Eychard, whyche was wyse, chaunged his langage, 
Bichard tells him & began aragon, and sayd : " Syr, I am a marchaunte 

they are mer- -i-rr. ii i o 

chants on their whyche comcth fro Taraston wyth these other mar- o 

way to the fairs, -h ■• 

chauntes, & brynge grete quantyte of draperye, and wyl 
goo to the fayres, by the helpe of mahon, to whome we 
goo to present our marchaundyses ; and yf we were at 
and hearing pre- Aygremore, We shold soiourne there, and gyue to thad- 1 2 

sents to Balan. 

(4456) myral somme precyous yeftes that we here brynge. 

These other marchauntes that ben here wyth me ben al 
esclaues, and knowe not the langage, wherfor, fayre syr, 
we praye to aduyse vs what we may best do, & by what 16 
waye we ought to goo." Galafre ansuerd : ** knowe ye, 
that I am kepar of the brydge and of the passages that 

Galafre says that been fyfty myle here aboute. But not longe sythen 

twelve Frenchmen jii'-ix ui? i.«-l oa 

had passed the passed hereby xij glotons of fraunce, whiche were mes- Ai) 
paying tou,*(4476) sagers of the emperour Charles, which yet owe to me 
theyr trybute for theyr passage. Neuertheles my lord 
OS well as A thadmeral kepeth them in pryson, And one of them 

that other day escaped preuyly away as a theef, whiche 2.4 
rode vpon an hors the best that euer I sawe, & ^ passed 
who had slain his ouer thys reunyng water ; whyche also slewe my cosyn 
(4487; ' the kyng* Claryon, fbr whome I am in grete melancolye. 

now wold god Mahon that he were now here vpon thys 28 
brydge, I shold cleue hym vnto the myddle of his bely 
wythout to haue ony mercy or pyte on hym. 

Syth that tyme thad myral doubteth of treason. For 

his sone fyerabras whyche hath renyed mahon and the 32 

wherefore Balan paynym lawe for to become crysten. And he com- 

to let DO one pass, maunded me thre tymes that I shold not sufifre ony 

persone, lord, knyght, ne seruytour, to passe, And th^t 

* h viij, back, ool. 2. ' i j. 
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I sholcJ serche wel al for to knowe the condycyon of unless he is 
theyin that come thys waye. Therfore I wyl knowe 
what ye be." Ry chard heryng thys, bowe(J his hede : 
4 Eyol du mauws, Hoel of iN'auntes, and? Reyiier of genes Raoni and tiro 
goon forth ouer the brydge. whan galafre saw them, he the bridge! (3So9) 
began to doubte, and say(J to them that there shol(J 
nomoo entre, and auaunced hym and drewe vp the Gaiafr© raises the 

- 8 brydge; and there were nomoo wythin but foure, whyche 
he dred not, and sayd to them in grete fyerate : " ye are 
ouer bolde & hardy to entre herein wythout my com- 
maundemente, And therfor ye four shal be sette in 

,12 pryson, and the other that come after you also. And 
to-mom I shal sende you prysoners ^to my lord thad- 
myrall, he for to doo with you his playsyr. Take of your and caiis on them 
mantellys or clokes, for I wyl see what ye haue there (4517; 

16 vnder. For ye seme people for to do euyl." Thus say- 
eng, he toke noel by the cloke, & drewe hym therby 
foure tymes aboute : " By god," sayd Eyol, " I may no 
lenger tarye to see hym do thys Iniurye to my cosyn ; 

20 yf I suffre lenger, be I confoundied ! " And therwyth Raoui strikes at 
he threwe of his cloke, and smote vpon the paynym; but 
he was so strongely armed that he myght do hym no 
harme, sauf that he smote of a lytel of hys ere. Ry chard and cuts off a piece 

of his ear. 

24 and Reyner semblably caste of. theyr clokes, and eche 

of them with a swerde in theyr hondes smote to-gydre The others cut at 
vpon Galafre, and gaf hym many strokes ; but the heed hurt iiim. (4341) 
ne the body they myght not hurte. For he was armed 

28 with the hyde of on olde Serpente harde and may lied. 
% Thys Paynym was angry, and supposed for to haue 
smyton Ryol, and enhaunced hys axe that was grete Oaiafrecuuat 

_ -i.-r^j ,iii Raoul with his 

and heuy and also snarpe. but Ryol sawe the stroke axe, (4552) 
32 come, and was habylle, and lepte a syde, and the stroke 

smote vpon the grounde in suche wyse that hyt claffe a bnt misses him. 
marble stone on whyche the stroke lyghted. 

Mj,col. 2. 



170 CHARLES WITH HIS HEX COME TO THE RESCUE. [ll. iii. 7. 

" Ha ! god of heuen I " sayd Reyner, " how he 
smyteth oultrageously MI am al abasshed of the puys- 
saunce of thys deuyl whom we may not conquere ne 
gryeae." lie thus sayeiig*, he took a grete braunche of 4 
a tree whyche was longe and stronge, and aduysed and 
Bayner knocks marked the paynym wel, and he smote hym therwyth 

Oalaflre down with . , 

a branch of a tree, m suche wyse that he made hym to ouerthrowe to 
therthe ; & whan he was ouerthrowen, he maad a crye 8 
so hye and hydous that the Ryiier and the rockes made 
grete bruyt. Wyth thys voys the paynyms of man- 

1000 sararena tryblo Were moeued and assembled, that within a lytel 

asaemble. (467S) / ./ 

whyle there were redy armed moo than x thousand. 13 
there was thenne a grete commocyon ; Rychard of Nor- 
Richard lets mandyo ranne to the yate of the brydge, & aualed doun 

down the bridge, 

andthe&oo the drawo bridge, And thenne entred in v hondred 

(«8i) * knyghtes whych the foure barons had brought wyth 16 

them; but at the entre of the gate the paynyms en- 

countred them : there was a grete mt'dle and recountre ; 

many mortal strokes were there gyuen, many were there 

Ttien he blows Us slavne and hurte. Rychard took hys home and sowned 20 

horn, (4676) . "^ '' 

it hyely thre tymes. Charles themperour vnderstood 
it wel, whyche was in the wood aforesayd with al his 
puyssaimce. Euery man was on horsback moche redyly, 
and ciiaries with and there was not one that cessed to renne tyl he came 24 

all his men come t i -i o /^ 

np. (4587) to the brydge. ^^ Ganellon, whyche after was tray- 

Qaneton In front toiit, bare hym valyauntly. For he was the fyrst that 
cam to the brydge wyth hys confanon reysed; but the 
loyalte & trouthe of hym ne of hys kynnesmen endured 28 
not longe, as the laste book s&al more playnly shewe, 
by the playsyr of god. 



% How by force and' strengthe of bataylle 
Charles entred' in to mantryble, after that 32 
Galafre was slayn, not wythstondyng' that 

M j, back. ' i j, back, col. 2. 
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alory the traytre was contrarye to hym; 



and' many other maters : capitiilo viij 



A 



T thentre of mantryble were moche hurt people & in the flj?ht at tht 

* J 1 1*^1- £ gate of Maiitrible 

confounded, as wel of frenssh men as of sarasyns. 
and at that tyme themperour bare hym wel, For whome charies and 
lie attayned wyth hys swerde named loyouse, he must them weu. (isos) 
nedes deye, he smote so rudely, and that day was alway 
8 by hym Ganellon, whych dyd? wel hys deuoyr. The 
dyches of the towne were depe and? ful of water, wherin 
many were drownecJ. % Thus as Charles passecJ tofore, 
and hys people after, He sawe galafre on y grounde, chariea sees that 

1 2 which was not dede, and that semed better a deny 1 than dewi, 
a resonable persone, And helde alwaye hys ^ axe in hys 
honde, wyth whyche he had slayn thyrty frenssh men. 
And the Emperour, seeyng* the harme that he had doon 

16 to the frensshe men, anone commaunded to slee hym ; & and orders him to 
so moche they smote at hym wyth axes and stones, that 
they slewe hym. The bruyt and noyse was so grete, 
that fyue myle aboute was anone knowen that the 

20 brydge of mantryble was taken and conquerd ; wherfore 

there came L thousand sarasyns, for to gyue ayde to the 50,000 saraoens 

# 1-11 ijii j.i_^ i_ <»"*® *^ *^®^p *^<** 

cytyzeyns of mantryble, and to destroye the frenssh ofMantribie, 

men. The walles of the towne were of marble, and soo 

24 stronge that it semed a thyng Impossyble to conquere 

or destroye. IF To thys medle came a geaunt moche am Angst them a 

giant and giant- 

fyers, named Ampheon, And had a wyf named Amyotte. ess, named Am- 
And she was departed fro her gesyne, For she had Amyot. (4662) 

28 borne two sones, whyche were but iiij monethes olde, 
and were two foot brode in the breste, and ten foot longe, 
as thystorye sayth. Thys geaunt opened the gate, & 
helde in his honde a club of yron grete and massyf, 

32 A.nd whan he was passed that yate, wyth hys voys 

tenebroase and dyabolyke he cryed : " Where is charles Ampheon chai- 

•^ lenges Charlest 

the kyng* of frauwcel wyl he now here wyth hym the {mw) 

' iii. 
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CHARLES CUTS DOWN THE GIANT AMPHEON. [ll. iii. 8» 



and threatens 
him. (4672) 



Charles attacks 
Ampheon, 
and with his 
sword cutH him in 
two. (4C86) 



Charles calls for 
help. (469») 
Richard and three 
others join him. 



and drive the 
Saracens back 
into the town. 
(4699) 



The Saracens 
surround them. 
(4708) 



relyques to Saynt Denys 1 by mahon, by the whyche I 
comforte my self, it were better ^for hj^m, olde dotard, 
that he were now at parys. And late hym knowe cer- 
taynly, that yf thadmyral may haue hym, he shal neuer 4 
haue mercy on hym, but he shal do hym be flayn, & 
hanged alle quycke, or brenne hym in a fyre." after 
that he had thus spoken, he smote doun many frensshe 
men wyth hys club of yron. IF In thys recountre were 8 
seen and founden so grete a multytude of dede men 
that they letted men to passe., Charles, whyche sawe 
the facyon, descended and lyght of hys hors, alle wroth 
in hys courage, & sette hys shelde tofore bym, wyth hys 12 
swerde in hys hande, and hys barons came alter hym 
ayenst the geaunt. & after that the kyng* & he were 
assembled, Charles wyth hys swerde loyous smote hym 
800 myghtely that he clefte hym in two pyeces, & 16 
myghtely recouerd hys stroke, that he maad hym falle 
to the erthe. And soo he was deed. Wherfore the 
Sarasyns were all moeued and affrayed. And as people 
enraged smote vpon the Frensshe men with dartes, 20 
plorabettes, and other engj^nes mortal. 

IF And thenne Charles cryed socours for to assemble 
hys people. And wyth that crye came to hym Ey chard 
of Normandye, Eeyner of genes, hoel of nauntes, and 24 
Syr Ryol du mauns, ^ whyche alle had courage lyke vnto 
lyons. These foure barons wyth charles made the pay- 
nyms to remeue, and to reentre ageyn by force in to the 
towne of mantryble. And anone the turkes, whyche 28 
were moo than x thousand, cam to the yate for to shette 
it, in makyng^ grete defence with bowes and other shotte, 
besyde them that came after, whyche kepte the passages, 
which were wel, as thystorye maketh mencyon, fyue 32 
thousand ; but alle they coude not fynde the maner to 
lyfte vp the brydge. For it was conserued and kept 
ayenst the sarasyns by the frenssh men. There was 
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grete bruyt in thys recountre ; And though Charles 
doubte(J, it was noo meruaylle. For he knewe wel that 
yf the sarasyns had lyfte vp the brydge to the yate of 

4 the towne, It had not be possyble to hym to haue passed 
ouer. And he, seeyng* them reyse vp toward the yate 
grete bamres of yron, supposed not to haue passed, And 
wyth a moche wooful herte began to wayle EouUand chariw is almost 

8 his neuewe, and the other hys felowes, as he shold neuer 
haue seen them. 

IF Rychard of Nonnandye consyderyng* thys, escryed 
and sayd : " Syr Emperour, in the honour of god esmaye Richard enoour. 

«A . ^ ages him, (4715) 

12 you not, but tbynke to destroye and smyte doun these 
Turkes, and god shal ayde & ^helpe vs. Ye knowe wel 
that there is none so franke ne valyaunte that wyl 
acoward hymself, but that he ought to be despysed, and 

16 wyth good ryght. IF And I praye to god that he be 
confounded that suffreth hymself to be taken a-lyue for 
to dye afterward, and that had not leuer be hewen in 
pyeces than to retorne. And wythoute more, late va 

20 auaunce vs, For now it is nede that eche man proue hys 
strengthe and the valure of hys persone.*' Wyth these 
wordes of a grete courage, entreFd] in to the towne, and the Ave posh 

forward into the 

Charles, Reyner, Hoel, Ryol, and Rychard, These fyue town. (47«5) 
24 onelye, eche wyth a swerde in hys honde. And ye 

ought to wete that they entred not wythout grete 

slaughter of turkes and of Paynyms. 

Charles, seyng* come grete multytude of sarasyns, 
28 cryed "a larme and socours" moche hye and furyously. ciiaries caiis for 

asiiistanoe. 

Ganellon vnderstood hym, and had of hym grete pyte i oaneion hears 

Not wythstondyng* at the laste he founde hym not good ; ' 

& came to geifroy, & escryed hauteuyle his fader, & the «"<* '^•*»«« *« 

^ Jf J J » help iiim. (47*9) 

32 other hys kynnesmen, whyche were armed moche rychely 
to the nombre of M vij C, and al they came afote for to 
assayle the yate. The turkes maad grete deflfence wyth 
brondes and barres of yron^and mortal shotte, where as 

* i ij, back, ool. 2. 



171 ALORYS PRESSES 0ANEL0I7 TO LEAVE CHARLES TO HIS FATE. [ll.iii. 8. 



Alorys preosM 
Gaiielon to retire, 
and leave Charles 
U> his fate. (47S9) 



«* God forbid!** 
mys Ouiielon. 
(475S^ 



Alorys calls him 
a fool; (47d9) 



but Ganelon is 
faitliftiltoCharlea. 

(4765) 



Fierabras comes 
. up, and aaks 
where Charles is, 
(4775) 



^many were dede and horte, of the people of the sayd 
Ganelon. 

Thenne aloiy, the traytre, sayd to ganellon : "in fayth, 
we ben grete foles for to late vs thus deye, & suflfre thys 4 
torment." And? after he sayd to ganellon yet: "late 
vs goo and departe. Charles is wythin wel empesshed : 
god forbede that he euer departe ! & thou mayst wel 
see now, that of hym and of Eeyner we are wel auenged' 8 
of the contradyctyons that they made to vs, & of theyr 
subgettes also. And euyl deth mote he deye that folow- 
eth them ony ferther. for we may wynne Fraunce at 
our ease and wylle, & holde it wythout contradyctyon, 1 2 
Seen that there is no baron that wyl be to vs con- 
trarye." Ganellon ansuerd : " God of glorye forbede 
that euer I shold do suche trayson to my ry^tful lord ! 
we holde of hym al our londes & seygnouryes. I shold 1 6 
be holden for an oner vntrewe man yf I consented to 
hys deth. We haue none other cause but that we ought 
to do our deuoyr for hym." whan Alory vnderstood hym, 
he enraged almoost for angre, and after sayd to ganellon : 20 
" ye be a veray fool, that ye tarye whan ye now may 
wel aduenge you. yf themperour Charles be slayn, al the 
other barons shal haue theyr heedes smyton of, And 
thus we shal be aduenged on al our e^emyes. Ther- 24 
fore leue of, and come on." Ganellon ansuerd : " god 
forbede that euer I shold be a traytre to my lord, ne 
that I leue hym vnholpen, but doo my deuoyr to ayde 
hym. I had lener to be dysmembred, than to be shamed 28 
and blamed in this dede." IF Of these wordes were 
euyl con ten te Alory and also gefFroy daulteuyle, in 
suche wyse that there was grete debate emoiige them. 
Vpon this came Fyerabras in good araye and grete 32 
poynte, and began to crye : " where is Charles ? " 

If The Traytre answerd ; " Syr, ye shal neuer see 
hym. He is wythin enclosed, and I suppose he be 
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dede now.*' Fyerabras answerd : " AncJ ye emonge 

you, what doo you here 1 what tarye ye 1 why socoure and caiis on them 

- . , ,, ,„ , i*« to succour him. 

ye nyni not in thys nedel ye may be reproched of (478O) 
4 treson wyth good ryght." And after bygan to crye 
" socours and ayde " moche lowde ; and by hys voys all 
the frensshe men came, wythoute ony tarj'eng', to the 
belfraye, and fonde Fyerabras and Ganellon, that thenne 
8 had lefte the Traytres at the entree of the brydge. 

IT And Fyerabras thewne was wel loyous whan he 
sawe that the brydge was not drawen up, And thenne Fierabnw and 

, _^ Oaiieloti fight 

he and Ganellon dyd gretely theyr deuoyr, for to entre nowy, 
12 in to the cyte. ^And whan they were wythin, & the 

traytres sawe the toun wonne, by a manere to do gretely and the town it 

, _ -1. . * o 1 won. (4798) 

tneyr deuoyr, entred in a foot, & smote doun wyth 
the other comunelye. And grete habundaunce of blode 
16 runne thurgh the towne oute of the dede bodyes, that 
eche man meruaylled that sawe it. The paynyms cryed 
and brayed as wulues enfamysshed, whan they sawe that 
they coude not resyste them. They sente to the ad- The saraoens send 

to Biilan for help. 

20 myral that he shold socoure them, and cryed on mahon (48oo) 
& Termagaunt that they wold come to theyr ayde ; but 
for all that, they were dyscomforted sorowf uUy, put oute 
of theyr habytacyons, robbed, pylled of theyr rychesses 

24 and goodes, and destroyed. Thus doyng*, a messager 
departed secretely for to goo to Aygremore, for tacompte 
and telle the tydynges of theyr destructyons. 

% How Amyotte, a geantesse, wyth a sythe 

28 greued' gretely the crysten men, and' how 

hyr two sones were baptysed of the Em- 

perour Charles : capitulo ix 

WHan mantryble was taken, many strokes were 
gy uen ; but when A my otte, the geantesse, knewe 
& herd the crye of the cytezeyns, whiche ^were 

* i iij, back. ' i iij, back, col. 2. 



176 MANTRIBLE IS SACKED : THE OIANT*S CHILDREN ABE BAPTISED. 

troubled, — She was as blacke as pytche boylled : hyr 
eyen were rede as brennyng fyre : she bad a grete 
vysage & croked, as bye of lengtbe as a spere, & gretely 
affrayed of tbe deth of hyr husbond, & also aferde for 4 
Amyot the giant- byr ij sones, of wbyche she was late delyuerd : — soo she 

ess rashes out, 

armed with a in a rage lepte out of byr bous, and fonde a sytbe 

scythe, 

trencbaunt and meruayllously sharpe, and cam vpon 
and slays numbers the frensshe men so Impetuously that she maad crete 8 

oftheFi-euch. r j o 

(*820) dyscomfyte, in sucbe wyse that none durst wel ap- 

procbe hyr. Kyng* Charles seeyng* tbys, was euyl con- 
tente of tbe deth of bys peple, and demaunded a crosse 

Charles shoots her bowo. And whau it was bende, be shotte so rygbt that 12 

with a croBS'bow 

(4882) ' be atteyned byr bytwene tbe browes, so that she fyl 

doun deed to the ertbe. She began to cast oute of byr 
tbrote a flamme of fyre, moche bydous. Neuertbeles, 
she was smyton so wytb stones and other thynges, that 16 
"she neuer moeued after ; wherfore after that, tbe yates 
of tbe towne and other deffences were not kepte ne 
defended, but that Charles dyd bis wylle of alle. 

Tiie town Is ^ Grete rychesse was founde in that fayre towne, and 20 

sacked. (4846) 

the subgettes of tbe Emperour Charles were there wel 
ref resshed of gold and syluer, whiche there habounded. 
For tbadmyral Ballant, by cause that place ^was so 
stronge & sure, bad layed there grete tresours. The 24 
kyng* ordeyned in sucbe manere, that bothe grete and 
ciiaries remains smale Were wcl contcute wytb hym. And there be 

al Maiitrible three 

days. (4841) abode thro dayes in departyng^ & destrybutyng tbe 

goodes, after tbe degrees & qualytees of bys subgettes. 28 
And after, as cbarles wente sportyng by the ryuer flagot. 

He finds the In a cauc Were f ounden tbe ii sones, yonge chyldren, of 

children of the ** fJ & J » 

giantes, Amyot, the fomamcd gcauutesse Amyotte, of wbome be was 
whom he causes wcl loyous, and wcre baptysed : & one he named Roul- 32 

to he baptised, J ' r J > 

under the names land, and that othcr Olyuer : and dyd do them wel to 

of Roland and _ , , -r» / ' . 

ouver. (48fl5) be nouryssbcd. But after, wytbm two monethes, tliey 
were bothe founden dede . in tbeyr beddes, wherfore 
* i iiij. • orig. dapartyng. 



II. iii. 9.] HOWEL AND RAOUL ARE LEFT IN CHARGE OF THE BRIDGE. 177 

themperour was euyl contente. Neuertheles, in that 
same tyme, whyche was the moneth of may, that the 
stronge cyte of mantryhle was taken <fe put in subgec- 
4 tyon, Charles made to come to hym Rychard of Nor- cjharies oonmiti 
mandye, Reyner of genes, hoel of nauntes, Ryol of Bhaii leave in 
mauns, & took counceyl who shold? kepe the brydge MantriWe. (4876) 
an(J passage of mantryble, tyl they hacJ destroyed bal- 
8 lant the admyral, & delyuercJ oute of pryson the other 
peres of fraunse. Eychard answerd : " syr emperour, By the advice of 
me semeth it shold be good that hoel & syr Eyol shold and Eaoui are left 
abyde for to kepe Jj® brydge & toun wyth fyue thousand men. {4ssi) 

12 men." ^and lyke as Eychard sayd, so was it doon. 
and there they ij abode, and the hurt men for to be 
heled at theyr leyzer. and after, with sowne of trom- 
pettes, the boost of the emperour began to depart toward 

16 aygremore ; and there was so moche peple and so grete 
estate, that it was merueylle. Thus as they were wel 
on theyr waye, The Emperour wente vpon a lytel hylle 
for to byholde his peple and subgettes ; And seeyng^ the Charles, am^ng 

111 the magnitude of 

20 multytude, he lyfte vp hys eyen to heuen, and sayd : hfs forces, thanks 

God. (4007) 

" lord god, my creatour, whiche by thy grace and 
playsyr hast made me lord and conduytour of thys 
people, wyth ryght good hert I gyue to the, thankynges 

24 and laude. Thou hast gyuen to me grete puyssau7ice 
sythe they be at my wylle and commaundemente." 
After that he had sayd thus, he blessyd hym. And in 
the name of Ihesus he took forth hys waye. And the 

28 sayd Emperour had in Jiys companye an hondred thou- He has 100,000 
sand men wel fyghtyng*. And the Admyral had the 
fyghtars of thyrtene contreyes. the frenssh men rode 
forth : Eychard of normandye was in the auaunte garde, 

32 And the Duke Eeyner^ in that other. Anone the 

tydynges came to thadmyral that galafre was slayn, Baian is told of 
& that mantryble was taken & dyscomfyted, ^ wherfore Gaiafre, and tiie 
he swowned for sorowe, and cryed out, "haroo !" as a SLtribie. (4«s) 

* i iiij, col. 2. ' orig. Reyuer. ' i iiij, bk. ^ 
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178 BALAN IN GREAT RAOE SMASHES HIS OOD MAHOUN. [ll. iii. 9. 

man fro hym self, sayeng* : " ha ! ha ! god mahon ! thy 
In firreat grief and powei is nought. cuisyd go(J & recreauiite, thou art 

rage he cui"8e8 

Mahoun, (4927) nothyiig' worth to me 1 he is a moche fool that trusteth 
in the, whan thou suffrest my men to he slayn, an(J hast 4 
consented to my dyshonour, as I now wel see, whych 
ou^test wel to haue doon the contrarye." Thys sayeng*, 
the admyral took a cluhhe with his two handes, & 

and smashes his raune to mahon & his other coddes, <fe smote Mahon 8 

image. (49S9) 

soo grete a stroke vpon the heed, that he fyl doun, & 
was al to-hroken. yf thadmyral and the other paynyma 
were not wel ahused, they myght knowe clerely theyr 
Infydelyte and fals creaunce, for to Inuoke the ymages 12 
that can not speke ne gjne comfort, and haue no con- 
solacion. A lytel vnderstondyng and lacke of wytte, & 
also contrarye to nature, for to gyne f ay th of helpe to a 
thynge made with the hande of a man. Keuertheles, 16 
Sortyhrant of Conymhres, seeyng* the desolacyon of 
Sortihrant advises thadmyral, counccylled hym, that as moche as he myght, 

him to repent and 11*1 r 

humble himself to chastysc hym Self of the Iniurye doon to Mahon. 

before his sods _ 

(49iS) ' Thadmyral said to hym: "I may not enclyne to do to 20 

hym oheyssaunce, Seeyng* that Charles hath wonne hy 
his puyssaunce my cyte and stronge tour ^of mantryhle, 
where as I had my laste comforte to kepe me moost 

and to send out surc." Sortybraut ansuerd : " Syr admyral, sende forth 24 

spies to see if 

Charles is coming, an espye for to wete yf the hoost of charles cometh 
hyther ageynst you ; And yf it he soo, late vs ryde 
ayenst hym in bataylle to-gyder. And yf ye may, late 
hym he taken, and hange hys people, or hrenne them, 28 
without ony mercy or pyte. And thenne after ye may 
caste out of your tour these glotons that kepe it, and 
smyte of the heed of Fyerahras, thy sone, that aydeth 
them." Whan the admyral hallant had herde Sorty- 32 
Bakn is per- brant, consyderyng* hys affectyon, humbly he retorned 
ropsnts. (4963) to mahou, purposyDg^ to do as he had sayd. 

' i iiij, back, ool. 2. 
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% How the peres of Fraunce were assaylled' 
more strongely than euer they were, And' 
the toure quasi put to therthe, and' recom- 
forted' by the holy relyques, by them 
adoured, and other maters : capitulo x 



Si, 



^Ortybrant praye(J soo moclie thadmyral, & with 
r^-zhym the olde kyng< Coldroe tempested? hym, & 
8 bnillant de mommyere, that for thyniurye that he ha(J 
doon to Mahon tofore them al he shold? make amendes. 
The admyral beyng content for their ^affectyon, sware Baian humble* 
that he sholdf encreace Mahon, and Augment of a thou- gods, 
1 2 sand? weyat, after their custome, of fyn gold and other and promises 

^ , , * •, them gifts. (4965) 

precyosytees. And? anone dyd do sowne trompettes 
and other Instrumentes, at the sowne of whome were 
assembled sarasyns Innumerable, al armed. And the 

16 admyral maad to bryngo hys engynes for to throwe He orders battpr- 
grete stones at the tour, for to brynge it doun, and also brought up 
for to destroye the frensshe men & hys doughter. And J^wT 
thus, more feruent than euer he had been, cam for 

20 tassayle the toure, and laye theyr engynes therto ; wyth 

whych the paynyms made fyue grete hooles in the rive great 

breaches are 

toure, that thurgh the leste myght passe a carte at his made in the waii. 

(4987) 

ease, whan thys was doon, Olyuer & Eolland, wyth 
24 theyr sheldes tofore them, and theyr swerdes in theyr 
hondes, stode in the wyndowes, and yet they were not 
800 hardy emonge them but that they were abasshed, 
not wythstondyng* they had good wylle to defende Roland and 
28 them. Alway hym that they myght attayne with tower weu. 

(4991) 

stones or other thynges, they soo hurte hym that he 
dyd them nomore hurt ne damage. This doyng*, thad- 
myral cryed : " my f rendes and subgettes, doo your 
32 deuoyr to brynge to the erth thys toure ; For yf ye so 
do, ye shal haue my loue entyerly. And after I shal 



My. 



N 2 



180 THE FRENCH DRIVE THE SARACENS BACK, AND REPAIR BREACHES. 



Balan threatens 
hia daughter. 



The Saracens 
swarm in at the 
breaches. (5011) 



Roland cheers cm 
the French 
knights. 



Oliver proposes a 
saUy. (&020} 



Floripas enconr- 
ages them, (5089) 



and they drive 
the Saracens 
back, 



and stop up the 
breaches. 



^make Florypes the putayne to deye shamefully in a 
brennyng* f yre, for she hath wel deserued it, doyng^ to 
me the dyshonour that euery man knoweth." IF After 
these wordes the paynyms were more feruent than they 4 
had ben tofore, & surmounted by strengthe, scaled 
the toure, and mounted vp, and entred in at holes, in 
stiche wyse that the x barons helde not but y last 
stage that was. Rolland seyng* thys, sayd to them: 8 
" lordes & brethem ! in thonour of god our maker, late 
vs wyth one courage here vs valyauntly, ellys we shal 
not passe thys day, but that we shal be surprysed, 
taken, and deffeatedl" "Brother & felowe," sayd 12 
Olyuer, "we been here of vs x, as longe as it shal 
please our creatour, & we been al good fyghtars. In 
the name of God, I counceyl that we yssue oute for to 
assay le our enemyes. I had leuer to dye there withoute, 16 
and suflFre to be hewen, than to deye here wythin wyth 
dyshonour." Ogyer the danoys, and the other, sayd 
semblably. Florypes, seeyng* thys, was al abasshed, 
and demaunded the barons yf they wold goo out for to 20 
goo assaylle the paynyms, & sayd to them : " ye noble 
knyghtes of honour & of good partye, I praye to god 
that at this tyme yeue you grace to doo wel. And I 
promyse you ^yf ye put them oute from thys assaulte, I 24 
shal shewe to you a thyng wherof ye shal be loyefuL" 
wyth tho wordes^ the barons goo smyte and hewe doun 
the turkes so vygorously, that many of them were dede 
& hurt whych were in the holes of the walle, & smote 28 
them wyth stoones in the tour, in suche wyse that they 
were caste in to the dyches and drowned. And anone 
as they had goten thoo holes, they stopped them & faste 
enclosed them, and after florypes axed fyrst of naymes 32 
due of bauyere, & of Thyerry due of Ardayne, and 
sayd : " Lordes, on a tyme ye promysed me, and sware, 
that ye shold not do ony thyng ayenst my wylle. I 
* i V, col. 2. ' 1 V, back. * oing. thordes. 
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wyl sRewe to you the crowne of Ihesus, & two of the 
nayles that he was nayled with to the crosse, whyche I 
haue long kept." The barons heryng< thys, wepte for 
4 loye, & sworen to hyr that they shoIcJ do no thynge to 
liyr, but al loyal te and? trouthe. Florypes wente thenne FioHpas bringi 

io/» If ^^^ '''* sacred 

and? fette a lytel coffre, moche ryche & fayre, and? toiore reUcs, (5045) 
them she opened? it ; & assone as the relyques were taken 
8 & vnwounden, there was seen a grete clerenes and a 
meruayllous resplendysshour. 

Thenne the barons kneled doun to the erthe, de- 
uoutely smytyng* them self on their brestes by con- 
12 try cy on of hert. Due Naymes ^of bauyere was the which the knights 

*■ kiss with great 

fyrst that kyssed? them wyth grete reuerence, & the reverence. (5052) 

other after, & after came to the wyndowes, For the 

paynyms were mounted on hye. AncJ assone as they At the sight of 

16 sawe them, they tombled?doun to ])®'grounde, dede, & al saraoensfaii 
to-broken. Whan !N'aymes sawe that, he sayd : " the waiu. (5065) 
lorcJ god? of glorye, whyche mayst do al thynge, I thanke 
the, & gyue to the lawde & praysyng. For now I see 

20 wel an(J knowe that these ben the reliques of whome we 
haue ofte spoken." And? Incontynent he took hardynes 
and courage, and after sayd to hys felawes : " Brethern, 
now we be recomforted?, so that we shal neuer fere ne 

24 doubte paynyms ne sarasyns." And after, Florypes 
remysed? the relyques in the coffret honestly. Thad- 
myral sawe the prynces at the wyndowes, & hys dough- Baian sees his 

daughter at a 

ter wyth them ; & he, ful of a fals entencyon, escryed? window and 
28 hyr wyth an hye voys, by cause he wold be vnder- threatens her. 
stonden : " florypes, fayr doughter, I see wel where . ' 
thou art. A grete fool was thy fader whan he trusted 
the, & ful of folysshe counceyl was he that put in thyn 
32 hande, by the moyen of thy lawgage, the fyrst pryson- 
ers. I haue herde say longe sythe, that a man that 
trusteth in a woman, of thyng of Importaunce, is a moche 
fooL but neuertheles thy puterye shal ^not endure 
' i V, back, col. 2. ' i vj. 
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Fluripas threatens 
hiiQ with a stick. 
(50eS) 



The Saracens 
make a ftiriotu 
assault and a 
great part of the 
wall is broken 
down. (5101) 



The French nse 
the Saracen idols 
as missiles. (5113) 



Balan swoons 
with rage, (5117) 



and af^in abuses 
his gods. (5123) 



Sortihnnt 
reprovei him, 
(5127) 



longe, as I truste, For I swere to the that I shal departe 
the loue that thou hast wyth the glotons of Fraunce, 
& vvythoute pyte I shal doo brenne you aL" Florypes 
herds these wordes, <& took a baston in her honde, <& 4 
made a sygne as though she had menaced &yr fader ; 
wherfore thadmyral, seeyng* that, began to sowne to 
gadre hys peple, and comaunded to s&ote & lose the 
Instrumentes ayenst the toure, in suche wyse that anone 8 
a grete partye of the walle was ouerthrowen to therthe. 
Thenne the barons doubted moche of them vpon the 
walle. And KoUand, Olyuer, and Ogyer went in to a 
chambre, where as were Mahon, Appolyn, Tetmagaunte, 12 
& Margotte, goddes of the Paynyms, whyche were 
moche ryche. And EoUand took Appolyn whyche 
was heuy, and threwe it vpon the Paynyms : Olyuer 
lyfte vp termagaunte, & Ogyer Margotte, and smote 16 
wyth them the sarasyns, in suche wyse that them that 
they attayned dyd them neuer hurte after. 

Whan thadmyral sawe thus his goddes vytupered 
and throwen, he took suche aiigre and so grete yre in 20 
hys courage, that for sorowe he tombled doun as a dede 
man to the erthe. Sortybrant, with moche sorowe, took 
hym vp, and many wepte & made grete ^ desolacyon for 
sorowe. and after thadmyral sayd : " lordes & frendes, 24 
he shal euer be my frende & specyal byloued, fat wyl 
aduenge the shame that these glotons haue doon to my 
goddes." Sortybrant dyd grete payne to recomforte 
hym, sayeng* that in short tyme he shold be auenged 28 
on them al, '^ seen that the toure is broken in moo than 
XV partyes." " Mahon," sayd the admyral, " thou 
hast wel forgoten me ; at the moost nede thou fayllest 
me : thou arte now so olde that thou dotest. I haue seen 32 
the day that J)ou haddest grete puyssaunce.'* IF Sorty- 
bK^nt ansuerd : " Syr, ye haue an euyl custome, whan 
ye speke so euyl ayenst Mahon. Ye knowe wel that 

* 1 yj, col. 2. 



II. ill 10.] THE DEVIL IKDUOES BALAN TO ASSAULT THE TOWER AGAIN. 183 

there was neuer borne, ne neuer shal be, so good a goci : 
he gyueth vs plente ^ of whete, of wyn, anci of other 
goodes also ; he shal doo for vs whan he hath bythought 
4 hym. he is yet euyl contente for the stroke that ye 
smote hym on the nosa Abyde a ly tel tyl he be better and hegn him to 

have patience. 

aduysed, An(J the frensshe men shal yelde them vnto 
you soo that ye shal holde you pleaseA" Vpon these 
8 wordes Mahon was broughte tofore hym, And a deuyl a faUe dewi, 

^, -h..! f±^ under the form of 

entred in to hym, whyche sayd m thys manere after Mahoon, 
that he had adoured hym : " Admyral, ryche lord, ne 
dyscomfort you not : do sowne your trompettes & "«?«« BaJ*n to 

" ^ A renew the 

12 homes, ^and assemble your peple, & after assaylle the aasauit, 

promising him 

toure; and at thys tyme ye shal take the Frensshe success. (5uo) 
men." wyth these wordes thadmyral was al reioyced, Baian is delighted, 

and orders his 

and alle thengynes and Instrumentes he dyd do sette men up again. 

(5147) 

16 ayenst the tour, and threwe stones and maad grete shotte 
ageynst the toure, whyche was thenne al to-broken, and 
almoost al ouerthrowen. The peres of Fraunce seyng" 
thys, had grete doubte of daunger, and not wythout The French are 

o V almost in despair, 

20 cause. Neuertheles, Ogyer the danoys sayd to hys 

felawes : " loyal companyons, replenysshed of fy- but are comforted 

by Ogier, (6171) 

delyte. For ony payne or doubte of deth emonge vs, late 
none be founde wyth ony treason, ne suffre to entre in 

24 to hym ony euyl thought of Infydelyte and cowardyse. 
ye £ee now fat the tour gooth to grounde. And almoost 
these sarasyns be medled wyth vs. But as touchyng* 
to me, I swere by god my maker, that tofore my soule 

28 shal departe fro my body, yf I haue the puyssaunce to 
holde in my hande Cortayn my swerde, I shal make so 
grete a dyscomfyture of these paynyms, that euery man 
shal meruayUe." With these wordes EoUand byhelde 

32 durandal ; and Olyuer, with eueryche of the other, by- 
helde theyr swerdes, & were alle renewed wyth strengthe 
and courage. And al wyth one wylle goon vpon the and they drive 
'sarasyns, and there dyd suche dylygence, that alle- backagaia. 

(6180) 

' oriff, ploute. ' i vj, back. * i vj, back, col. 2. 
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184 NATMES SEES CHARLES COMING TO THEIR AID. [ll. ill. 11. 

waye they were lordes of the toure, & made the sara- 
syns theyr enemyes to goo abacke. Florypes, consyder- 
jnff theyr afifayre, was sorowful that no socours com to 
hem, and? also remembryng* the menaces of hyr fader 4 
hadmyralL But Guye of bourgoyn recomforted hyr 
alwaye, in suche wyse, that of al she was contente. 

% How the peres of Fraunce had' tydynges 
of ^ thoost of charles, and' the admyral also ; 8 
and' how Ganellon bare hym merueyllously, 
which allone was sente to the admyral, and' 
what he dyd' : capitulo x[i] 

T 

Naymes from a 1 of bataylle for to defende y toure. Due Naymes of 

window KCCB 

Charles and hit bauyere Went vp on hye, and? sawe oute of a wyndowe, 
(5207)* " "** & sawe bynethe in a valeye the sygne of saynt denys, 

whyche was brought hastely, & after, a grete companye 16 
of men of armes : AncJ thought in hym self that they 
came for to socour and ayde them, and anone sent 
for hys felawes for to come & see them. Assone as 
riorypes vnderstood it, she came to Guy of bourgoyn, 20 
Fioripas thanks sayeng : "0 gloryous ^yyrgyn marie, moder of Ihesus, 
(6228)* * ^^^^ worshypped mote ye be for these tydynges that I haue 
herde I O noble knyght, guye of bourgoyn, my dere 
loue, approche ye to me yf it playse you, and kysse 24 
and they aft. me." Of the loye of riorypes, were loyeful the erles 
and lordes, ye may thynke that they were wel com- 
forted whan they sawe the standard of fraunce, wherin 
was the dragon wel fygured. Grete loye and grete 28 
consolacion was emonge them, & they had cause, seen 
A me^nger the daunger wherin they were. Anone a paynym cam 
the Fr«nch amy to thadmyral, & sayd to hym, that Charles wyth an 
*^ *^" hondred thousand men of armes came makyng* grete 32 

brayt. The kynge Coldroe counceylled anone that 

* orig, yf. * i vij. 
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euery man sfeold be armed, and that they sholcJ goo 
mete wyth hym at the fyrst poynte. Hys counceyl 
was approued? by thadmyral anci by thother. Wher- 
4 fore anone L thousand turkes were assembled in He sends 50,000 
grete pnynte for to kepe the grete vale of losue, to them, 
thende that he myght not come in to Aygremore. 
Holland sawe Rychardf of Normandye wyth hys con- 
8 fanon reysed? vp, whyche came al afore : and alle 
taryed in a medowe for to bayte and refresshe theyr The French 
horses, and to tarye there al the nyght, whyche was night. (6251) 
nyghe. And wythoute makyng lodgyses or other 

12 thynge, they ^ there rested them al nyght. For theyr 
tentes were lefte at mantryble. On the mome erly, the 
Emperour dyd do arme his peple, & sette them in good 
araye, and in grete poynte, And after sente for Fyera- 

16 bras, and sayd to hym : "Eyght dere frende, thou inthemoming 
knowest that I haue doo the be baptysed, wherf ore I Fierabms that if 
loue the the better, yf thou my3test pourchace and baptised he shau 
make that thy fadre be baptysed, and renye Mahon kingdom, (mos) 

20 and al hys dyabolike goddes, I shold be wel glad and 
loyous. And I promyse to the, that of al hys goodes 
I shal not take a peny. And yf he wyl not so do, I 
promyse that by force I shal fyght ayenst hym ; & yf 

24 he take harme, wyte it not me, ne conne me noo maulgre, 
for I may not lette it." " Syr Emperour," sayd Fyera- 
bras, " take a messager, and late hym demaunde hym, Fierabms advises 

- _ Charles to send a 

yf he wyl soo doo as ye say, and I shal be content, messenger to his 
28 For yf he gaynsaye it I shal neuer praye for hym, ne 
haue pyte of hym, though I see hym hewen and deye." 
Hereupon charles demaunded Reyner and rychard of 
Normandye, whyche were his nexte counceylloura, and 
32 sayd to them : " Lordes, whome seme you moost pro- 
pyce for to sende on thys message to the Admyrall? 
By myn aduys, ganellon shold be good therfore, yf he charies prophet 
wold, for to recounte & speke hooly thys ^message. I (528s) 
' i vij, col. 2, * i vij, back. 
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Richard approves 
oftMs, 



and Charles sends 
for Ganelon 



and ^ves him 
his instructions. 
(6291) 



Qanelon arms 

himself, 

and starts. (5807) 



He rides np to 
Balan's tent, 
(5S22) 



and delivers his 
message to the 
Saltan, (5826) 



knowe hym for wel suffysaunt, & ye knowe wel that he 
dyd wel hys deuoyr at the eutre of mantryble. yf ye 
wyl consente, he shal doo the message." Eychar($ 
auswerd, and Eeyner also, that he shold doo wel the 4 
message. The kyng< sente for ganellon, and saydf to 
hym : " My frende, we haue chosen you for to goo say 
to thadmyral Ballant that he be baptysedf & renye 
mahon, & that he take Ihesu Cryste for hys god, & 8 
that he byleue in hym, & in hys passyon that he suf- 
fred for al humayn creatures ; & after, that he yelde to 
me my barons, whyche he holdeth in hys pryson, <fe 
also the relyques that longe tyme I haue demaunded of 12 
hym. & yf he wyl do this, we shal leue to hym hys 
contreye & hys landes : & yf he wyl doo otherwyse, we 
shal make to hym mortal warre, and shal take of hym 
no mercy." Ganellon was contente for to goo thyder 16 
allone. And took & sette on his helme, & mounted 
ypon his hors, named gascon, and henge on hys necke 
his shelde, wherein was paynted the lyon, & after went 
in to the vale of losue hastely. and anone he was 20 
taken of the turkes that kept the passage ; but whan 
they knewe that he was a messager for to speke to 
thadmyral, they troubled hym not, but lete hym goo, 
& he taryed ^not tyl that he came tofore thabytacyon of 24 
thadmyral, & he lente ypon his spere with a knyghbly 
countenaunce, & moche resembled a baron of grete 
valure, for to say wel hys message, whan thadmyral 
knewe of his comyng^, he came to hym, And thenne 28 
Ganellon spake hardily to hym in this manere : " Sara- 
syn, take hede & vnderstonde me : I am a messager of 
the noble charles, kyng of fraunce & ryght myghty 
Emperour, & he sendeth the worde by me, that thou 32 
renye and forsake Mahon & thyn other goddes dya- 
bolyke, & byleue in Ihesu cryst, the redemptour of al 
the worlde, whyche took on hym humanyte, and sufEred 

' i vij^ back, col. 2. 
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deth, cruel & bytter, in the tree of the^ crosse, for 
to redeme al the world?. & yf thou so do, thou art 
assured not ouely [not] to deye, & also not to lese thy 
4 londe, ne none of thy good?, but thou shalt alwaye be 
byloued of hym, & of Fyerabras thy sone. and yf thou caUing on him to 

become Christian 

wylt not accorde herto, & withstande it, knowe for cer- on pain of death. 

(6887) 

tayn, that of Charles thou art deffyed, & al thy people. 
8 & yf thou wylt saue thy self, thynke to flee and wythT 
drawe the fro thys contreye ; For yf thou may be taken 
and holden, thou shalt be delyuerd? to daungerous deth, 
and alle thy subgettes shal be dysmembred & slayn, 
12 & after, he shal gyue thy royame and thy rychesses to 
his ^seruauntes. Therfore aduyse the wel." Whan thad- 
myral had herde hym, he was almoost in a rage of hys Baian, in a nge, 
wordes, and by destresse of angre he took a staflfe for threatens htm 

with a stick 

16 to smyte the messager, and sayd to hym : ** Gloton (6848) 
payllard ! thou art dysmesured in thy langage. by 
mahon, to whome I am yeuen, at thys tyme thou hast 
be ouer hardy, & lytel loued the, Charles, whan he sente 

20 the to me. For thou shalt be wel sure that thou shalt 
neuer recounte to hym thy message." Ganellon, seyng* 
that he was not wel sure wyth them, he took hys Oaneion draws 
swerde, whyche was heuy & sharpe, & gaf wythal a cuts down 

24 stroke to brullant of mommy ere in the breste, that he ™ "* ' 
ouerthrewe & fyl at the feet of the admyrall, whyche 
seyng that, escryed moche strongely tauenge hym. 
Thenne wyth thys voys assembled moo than fyfty Baiancaiison 

28 thousand turkes, for to take Ganellon, whyche ranne Ganeion, 
after hym thurgh the vale of losue; but he escaped but he rides otr 

and escape!. 

them al, and was not taken. Due Kaymes was at a (6S80) 
wyndowe, and sawe hym chaced, & demaunded RoUand 
32 & Olyuer what he was ; & they knewe for certayn that 
he was crysten, and by piesumyng* made emonge them 
they Judged that it was Ganellon that had spoken to The knights in 

tlie tower 

thadmyral. IF " Alas ! " sayd Rolland, " I praye to reoogniie him. 

I . ..•. « . ... (6371) 

* oriff. ithe. ' 1 viij. 
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GANELON SLATS TWO OF HIS PURSUBBS. [ll. ill. 11. 



<3aneIon tomi on 
his purauen* 



and slays two of 
them. (6885) 



Oliver sees this 
feat. 



and wishes he 
were with him. 
(5S95) 

The Saracens 
pursue Ganelon 

till they see the 
army of Charles. 



Ihesus our redemour that he graunte ^hym grace to 
passe wel without daunger. I sfial be euyl content yf 
he come not to his goo(J desyre." IF The other barons 
say den semblably, <fe prayed god to kepe fiym fro peryL 4 
Ganellon ran alwaye forth tyl he came to the toppe of 
a montayne, an(J there he tomedf hym ayenst the 
Paynyms, & sawe comyng to hym a grete paynym of 
the cyte of Aygremore. and? anone he took hys swerde 8 
named murgall, moche trenchaunte, & atteynedf the 
paynym vpon the helme, and! clefte hym to the breste : 
And? after, he slewe Tenebre, whyche was broder of 
kyng* Sortybrant. Olyuer sawe al hys feat, and? sayd? 12 
to RoUand? : " Brother, beholde the valyaunce that thys 
baron dooth ; I praye goci that he conserue hym. And 
wete ye wel that in my hert I loue hym. Saue you & 
Charles, I loue none better. Now wold god that I 16 
were in hys companye, I shold make grete marterdom 
on these Paynyms." Neuertheles he was strowgely 
chacedl of the paynyms. But whan they sawe the 
boost of Charles, they retorned aback, and wente & 2Q 
tolde the aflfayre to thadmyral, & how Charles had moo 
than an hondred thousand fyghtyng* men. wherfore 
they couwceylled that euery man shold arme hym, & 
that counceyl was approued. but whan sortybrant 24 
^knewe that hys broder was dede, he made to come an 
Innumerable companye of sarasyns, tauenge his deth in 
menacyng to do harm to Charles. Of hys entencyon 
was moche glad thadmyral, bycause he myght the better 28 
come to hys desyre. 

% How Charles emperour ordeyned' ten 
bataylles, and how they dyd' & were 
recountred' of the puyssaunce of the 32 
admyral, where as themperour dyd' mer- 
uaylles, and' of other maters : capitulo xij 



* i viij, col. 2. 



* 1 viij, back. 
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WHan Ganellon was comen to k}'Tig' Charles, 
themperour ordeyned x bataylles after that 
4 Ganellon ha(J tolde hys message, whyche was suche : 
" Syr emperour, I say to you that thadmyral ne fereth Oaneion reporta 

_ the result of the 

you ne your dedes, neyther god ne hys sayntes. 1 was meesage to 
wel happy that I escapecJ, For I haue been chaced 
8 wyth XX thousand sarasyns. after that thadmyral wold 
haue had me, & after these wordes, I slewe one of theyr 
kynges." wherfore he was praysed of the kyng & other. 
An(J anone they sowned? homes and trompettes, & was who divides hu 

. p r>i 1 in 1 army Into 10 

12 open warre on alle partes in thoost of Charles. Rol- divisions, and 

._,-- prepares for 

land herde the sowne, and the voys of *tne irenssne battle. (6463) 
boost, wherof he and al the barons were al reioyced & 
made good chyere. whan the ij hoostes recountred, al 
16 the contrey sRone of theyr armes, ther were so many of 
them, after, as I haue sayd tofore, kyng charles made 
ten bataylles : In the fyrst, he ordeyned Rychard of Riohard leads the 

vanguard, (5455) 

Normandye; Due Reyner of genes had the second, 
20 Ganellon the thyrd, Alory the fourth, Geffroy the 
fyfthe, Machayre the vj, Hardre the seuenth, Amangius 
the viij, Sampson the ix, And of the tenthe was con- and charies 

himself the rear. 

duytour charles the kyng*. & in eche bataylle were x (6467) 
24 thousand men of armes wel fyghtyng atte leste. Whan 
Ballant the admyral sawe the kyng* comyng*, he sayd 
to brullant, " who shal be the fyrst that shal entre in Baian bids 

Bruillant to attack 

to bataylle with an hondred thousand paynyms;" the French first 
28 & sayd that yf he took Charles, he sfiold not slee them (5459) 
ne fyerabras, for he wold after smyte of theyr heedes. 
& vpon thy 8 poynte the warre was open, & Brullant 
began to goo a grete bowedrau^t tofore the other, and Bmiiiant rides out 
32 began to crye " haro ! haro ! where is charles themper- charies. (6471) 
our wyth feis euyl chere 1 loo 1 I come to the ! thou 
hast enterprysed a grete folye whan thou passest the 
see, & ouer late thou slialt repente the. On thys day 

* i viij, back, col. 2. 
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THB FRENCH FOROE THE PASS OF JOSHUA. [ll. ill. 12. 



Charles diarget 
at him. 



and slays him. 



and afterwards 
many more of the 
Saracens. (5496) 



Tenebres, a 
Saracen king, 
makes fcreat 
havoc amongst 
the French, 
(552S) 



bat is himself 
slain by Biohard. 



The French force 
the pass, 
and approach 
Balan's division. 
(&668) 



^al be the ende of thy lyf and of thy subgettes lyf. 
And ^wythoute faulte thou shalte be yolden to thad- 
myral, & alle thy contreye shal be destroyed?." Them- 
peroup herde wel these wordes ; wherfore alle in a furye 4 
he lete renne hys hors, & came ageynst the paynym, & 
attayned? hym in suche wyse that hys harnoys brake, 
and? after, he di:ewe hys swerde, and? neuer lefte hym 
tyl he was dede. fro thens with his spere he came to a 8 
turke kynge of pyetrelee, and? smote hym in the breste 
that he fyl deecl to the erthe. an(J whan his spere was 
broken, he dyd grete deuoyr with loyouse hys swerd ; 
for hym that he attayned, dyd neuer hurte after. At 12 
that t3nne he bare hym meruayllously, that one of the 
hobstes medled eche wyth other in suche wyse that 
there was neuer seen warre so mortal, for they that 
were lyuyng were lette by them that were dede. 16 
Thenne emonge the paynyms there was a turke, named 
Tenebres, which cam makyng* grete bruyt vpon the 
frensshe men, and? attayned fyrst the noble lehan of 
pouwtayse vpon his shelde, and brake it in pyeces, & 20 
smote hym thurgh the body that he fyl deed to the 
erthe ; and after drewe hys swerde, & put to deth 
huon, and guemyer thauncyen, and after sayd to the 
frensshe men that on that day Charles and hys sub- 24 
gettes had loste theyr myght. Rychard of 2]^ormandye 
had despyte of hys wordes, & came ageynste hym, & 
attayned hym so daungerously that he brake his haw- 
berke, and brake his shelde in quarters, & so smote 28 
hjmi, that he fyl doun deed wythout ony more reproch- 
yng* & sayeng euyl wordes. & after, by force of 
strengthe they passed the vale of losue, & came and 
fonde thadmyral wyth alle hys puyssaunce, whyche 32 
was accompanyed wyth iiij kynges crowned, & wyth 
an CM fyghtyng* men, as wel a horsback as a fote. 
Anone a messager came to the admyral, & tolde hym 



'kj. 
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II. iii. 18.] BBTNKR ATTACKS AND SLATS SOBTIBRANT. 191 

how brullant his brother was dede, and many in hys 
companye. Thenne he sente for tempest, hys neuewe, 
& for Sortybrant of conymbres, his moost specyal 
4 frendes, <fe said to them : " My barons and trewe 
frendes, yf euer ye haue loued me, & haue entencion 
to do me playsyr, Doo so moche that ye fynde charles 
the kyng*. For T wyl goo to hym, and haue concluded Baian detorminM 

, to seek out and 

8 m my self to fygnt m my persone ayenst hys persone ; engage charies in 

& sythe I shal deye ones, it sufifyseth me that I myght 

alee hym, & thenne shal I be contente to deye, yf I 

deye after. For I retche not yf I aduenge me or I 

12 deye." Sortybrant & many other, consyderyng* thastate 

of thadmyral, bygonnen to wepe for py te in comfortyng* 
hym. 

^% How in thys bataylle folowyng*, Sortybrant 

16 was slayne by Reyner, fader of Olyuer, 

and after how thadmyral dyd' meruaylles 

and' grete ennoye to the frensshe men : 

capitulo xiij 

20 I ^ AUant thadmyral rode vpon im hors, the beste 
rennyng of alle the contreye, ryght wel armed, 
and it was blacke as a more, & hym self was grete 
of body, well membred, & had hys berde hangyng* to 

24 the sad el, whyche was whyte as snowe. & after dyd do 

sowne hys trompettes & homes tassemble his boost, & a frenerai engage- 
made the archers to goo byfore, whyche coude wel shote 
wyth bowes turquoys, & al furyously that one ayenst 

28 the other goo shote, and make mortal warre, so that the 

shotte flewe in thayer thycker than hayL So moche and the slaughter 
people was there slayn that the wayes were empesshed (5516) 
& lette by dede bodyes. The Dnke Reyner passed 

32 thurgh forth, & the fyrst that he encountred was Reyner attacka 
kyng Sortybrant, & gaf to hym a grete stroke with- sorUbntut. 
out faynyng, that hys shelde auaylled hym not ; hys 

' k j, back. 
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BALAN PERFORMS GREAT DEEDS OF VALOUR. [ll. iii. 13. 



Balan grieves 
over the death of 
Sortibrant. 



He charges into 
the French, 



hauberk al to-brake, so tbat he made his spere to plonge 
and? bayne in hys body soo depe, that he abode there 
deed? lyke a beest ; & after, wyth hys swerde made so 
grete murdre & slaughter of the fals turkes, fat it was 4 
^meruaylle. Anone the admyral knewe the deth of 
Sortybrant, wherof he was almoost oute of hys wytte 
in a rage, ancJ sythe say(J : " O Sortybrant, my special 
f rende, I see wel now that I - shal be auenged yf I 8 
venge not thy deth." with thyse wordes he maacJ his 
hors to renne vpon J>® frenssh men so despytously thftt 
and slays Huon of whome he attavned? he put to deth, and? came to huon 

Milan and 20 "^ ^ ' 

others. (6574) of myllan, <fe slewe hym. thenne he dyd grete dom- 12 
mage, and fought that tyme so strcngely, that he put to 
deth wel seuen frensshe men & xiiij Normans moche 
valyantly, sayeng* : H " ye vnhappy frensshe men, I 
shal now make you knowe that thadmyral of spayne is 16 
comen. in this day shal thoost of fraimce be destroyed, 
& shal neuer repayre hone ageyn in to fraunce. I 
shal lede awaye with me the kynge Charles with his 
florisshed herd, & I shal do hange or brenne hym, & 20 
also with hym, Holland & Olyuer, & their felowes." & 
with these wordes the paynems enhardyed them in 
suche wyse fat they dycJ gretely theyr deuoyr ayenst 

Ganeion and his the frensshe men. At this medle the counte ganeUon, 24 

fi-iends make 

great slaughter of haldre, alory, & geffroy daulteuyle, & fat lygnage, dyd 

till A ^UfilCfillftA 

gretely theyr deuoyr and? bare them weL For in a shorte 
space by them were slayn moo than a M paynyms. 
Thadmyral, moost valyaunt of the sarasyns, ^attayned? 28 
the counte myllon by hys helme, that almoost he had? 
abyden in the place, and with a stroke thadmyral smote 
of hys hors hede that he fyl to the erthe. and? after he 
took hym, & layed? hym tofore hym, for to haue bom 32 
btit he is rescued hym awaye, but the lygnage of ganellon saued? hym, 

by Gbinelon. 

notwythstondyng* that many of theym were slayn and? 
dede. Neuertheles the frensshe men surmounted the 



Hilo's horse is 
killed by BaUn, 



* k j, back, col. 2. 
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II. iii. 14.] ROLAND AND HIS COMPANIONS SALLY OUT. 193 

paynyms, and? that was "by the ayde of fyerabras, which 
for loue of Charles dydf fyght, and? made grete dys- 
comfyture of the sarasyns. for there he put to deth 
4 Tempeste, ancJ the olde Ruhyon, ancP moo than fyfty Fierabras siays 

.1 /. .1 oil, more than 50 

other 01 these mastyns myscreaiintes. & he there bare saraoens. 
hym in suche wyse that there was not one persone that 
durst come tofore hym to resyste hym. 

8 ^ How the peres of Fraunce whyche were in 
the toure came oute whan they sawe the 
hoost, & how thadmyral was taken & 
holden prysonner : capitulo xiiij 

12 f I^He paynyms & frensshe men, alwaye perseuer- 
yng in mortal bataylle, coude not make thende^ 
eche one of other, For the multytude of the pay- 
nyms was so grete that they my3t not be dyscomfyted. 

16 Whan ^the barons that wele in the tour sawe the fayt, The French 
& that they that kepte the toure were goon to the the battle, saiiy 
socours ancJ crye of thadmyral, they sprange out, & eche ^ch a^stray *"*^ 
took an hors of them pat were dede, which ranne at al ^"^* 

20 aduenture ; and eche also took his swerde in his bond, 

& sodeynly cam ypon the sarasyns for to passe thurgh 

them to the frensshe hoost, & made so grete bruyt that charge the Sara- 
cens, and force 

the moost hardyest of the paynyms gaf them waye, & their way throngu 
24 lete them passe, ancP in especyal rolland, for where he ^'"' 
smote with durandal, cam neuer after tofore hym. & at 
thys departyng* was derly recomanded guy of bourgoyn 
of florypes, for she had fere of hym. NeuertheleSj whan 
28 they were assemblecJ wyth the other, wythoute letyng 
them to be knowen, went vpon the sarasyns, & helde 
them soo short that anone they slewe them in suche wyse 
bat the other put them to flyght : for there was neuer scattering them 
32 larke fledde more ferfully tofore Jj® sperhawke than the the hawk. (5650) 
sarasyns fledde tofore rolland?. Thadmyral knewe wel 

* k ij, col. 2. 
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194 BALAN IS TAKSN FRISONEB, AND THB SABAOBNS PUT TO FLIGHT. 



Balan invokes his 
god Maliou (5560) 



with threats. 



He is unhorsed 
and taken 
prisoner, (5647) 



and the battle 
ends. (5681) 



There Is great 
rejoicing over the 
safety of the 
knights. (5670) 



The anqy rests 
some days to 
recruit their 
strength. 



hys destructyon by the comyng* of the peres that were 
in f® toare, & cryed wyth an h[y]e voys : " mahon, my 
god, to whome I haue gyaen my self, and haue doon to 
so moche honour, thou hast forgoten^ me ! Bemembre 4 
me now ! IT For and euer I may gete the, I ^al bete the 
bothe flankes, ^ hede & v ysage, and also put out thyn eyen, 
fals lecieaunt god that thou art." he thus sayeng*, he 
was so pursyewed and smyton that he fyl doun vnder 8 
his hors, and was taken, and not slayn, at the request of 
hys sone fyerabras, to thende that he ^old be aduysed 
to byleue in Ihesu cryst, & in the holy Trynyte, & 
bycome crysten, & al his contreye. Thenne the bataylle 12 
took an ende ; and he that wold not be conuerted was 
incontynent put to deth. Somme fledde, and somme 
were taken. Thenne after thys the Frensshe men 
wente Ss vnarmed them, & Charles sawe there hys 16 
barons whom he desyred so moche to see, Ss in especial 
his neuew roUand, & Olyuer, whom he loued so moche, 
& were so gretly valyaunt. It can not be sayd ne 
expressed the loye that was emonge them ; & the con- 20 
solacyon & reioycyng* of kyng* charles was Inestymable. 
Thenne they recounted alle thynges what were happend 
to them, & of theyr daungers and leopardyes whiche 
they had escaped, & sorowes Ss lamentacions that they 24 
had endured, wherfore Charles and many other wept for 
pyte. And thys endured many dayes, there where as 
the hurt men & seek were heeled, Ss they that were 
hole passed theyr tyme in deduyte, tryumphe, and 28 
loye. 



•^ How ballant, thadmyrall, for ony admony- 
cyon that was shewed' to hym, wold not 
be baptysed, and how after, guy of bour- 32 
goyn espoused florypes, & was crowned 

* orig, forygoten. * k ij, back. ' k Q, back, col. 2. 



II. ill. 16.] CHARLES OALLS ON BALAN TO BECOME CHRISTIAN. 195 

kyng, and she quene of that contreye : 
capitulo XV 

Han Charles had al appeased, he took ballant Charie§«endafor 

Balm, (5719) 

4 1/1/ the admyral tofore hys noblesse, & sayd to 




hym in this maner : '' ballant, al creatures 
resonable owen to gyue synguler honour & pertyculer 
loue to hym that hath gyuen to them beyng*, knowleche^ 
8 & lyf, & it is wel requesyte Ss nedeful that he haue 
honour an($ reuerence that hath made heuen and erthe,' 
& al that therein enhabyteth. Wherfore by good ryght 
he is superyour and abouen al; And a grete abusyon and, declaring th« 

12 ifl compryse.* in hym wHch gyueth fayth and hope l!^!^'^ 
in that whyche he hath made wyth hys hondes, & of 
mater dede, Insensyble, and? that hath neyther reson 
ne soule, as thy goddes dyabolyke, whyche may not 

16 ne can gyue consolacyon to theyr subgettes. Wher- 
fore I wame the for the helthe of thy soule, an(} for the oaUa on him to 

forsake it^ 

preseruyng* of thy body & of thy goodes, that thou 
take awaye aUe these Iniquytees and? peruerse afFectyons, 

20 & byleue in the holy Trynyte, fader, sone, ^and holy andtobeUeTein 
ghoost, one onely god almyghty ; and? byleue that the 
sone of god, for to repayre thoffence of our formest fader 
adam, descended in to thys world, and took humanytd 

24 in the wombe of the blessed vyrgyn marie, whyche was 

al pure and wythoute spotte. And byleue in the and the articles of 

^ '' ^ , , ", _ the Christian 

artycles of the fayth, and obeye and kepe hys comande- futh. 
mentes, which he hath gyuen to ts for our helth. and 
28 byleue how he was taken of the lewes, and by eiiuy He recounts 

, -, .- • J -I J? Al ' Clirisf 8 oruciflx- 

hanged on the crosse for to redeme ts fro the paybes ion, lesarrecuon, 

^1-11 Tkii ji •-1- uid ascension. 

of heue. Byleue hys resurrexyon and ascencyon in hys 
body gloryiyed, and the other thynges, as the holy 
32 baptesme whyche he hath establysshed, wyth the other and says that if 

he will he con- 

sacramentes. & yf thou wylt thus byleue thou shalt yerted, nothing 
be sauedy & tholi shalt neyther lose body ne goodes." from him. (5722) 

1 k iij. 
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196 BALAN SPITS IN THE FONT, AND NEARLY DROWNS TURPIN. [ll.m.l6* 



Balan swears he 
will never forsake 
Mabon. (5749) 



Charles threatens 
him with death. 
(5756) 

Fierabras inter- 
cedes for his 
&ther, who 
agrees to be 
baptised. (578S) 

The font is pre- 
pared, (6789) 



but Balan spits in 
it, and nearly 
kills the bishop, 
(5809) 



who is saved by 
Ogier. 



Flerabras again 
intercedes for 
Balan, (6818) 



bat Floripas arget 
Charles to put 
him to death at 
onoe. (5819) 



Thadmyral answerd that he wold no thynge do so, and! 
sware that for deth ne for lyf he wolcJ not leue 
Mahon. Themperour holdyng* a naked swerd, sayd to 
hym, that yf he forsoke not Mahon he shold do put 4 
hym to deth. Fyerabras, seyng* thys, knelecJ doun to 
uherthe, & prayed? hys fader to do as the emperonr had? 
say<J. Thadmyral ferecf the deth, & sayd that he was 
contente that the fonte shold be blesse<}. Charles was 8 
glad, and dyd do make I'edy a fonte wyth ^fayr water in 
a f ayr vessel ; and the bysshop wyth other mynystres of 
the chyrche dyd? halowe the fonte, and made alle redy. 
& after, whan thadmyral was vncladde, the bysshop 12 
demaundecJ hym, sayeng* : " Syr ballant, forsake ye 
mahon, and crye ye mercy to god of heuen for your 
trespacesi and? byleue ye in Ihesu cryst, the sone of 
the vyrgyn marye? *' whan thadmyral vnderstode these 16 
wordes, al hys body began to tremble, than, in despyte of 
Ihesus, he spytte in the fonte, an<J caught the bysshoop, 
& wold haue drowned? hym in the fonte, and? had? 
plonged? hym therin, ne had not Ogyer haue been, 20 
whyche letted? hym, & yet notwythstondyng, he gaf a 
grete stroke to thadmyral, that the blood? came oute of 
hys mouthe habondantly. Of thys were al abasshed? 
that were present j and? thenne the kyng sayd to 24 
Fyerabras : " ye be my specyal frende. Ye see that your 
fader wyl neuer be crystened?, AncP also the oultrage that 
he hath doon to the fonte, it can not be excused but 
that he must be dede and dysmembred?." 28 

IT Fyerabras requyred? hym yet of a lytel pacyence, 
and? yf he wold not amende hym, that thenne he shold 
doo hys wylle. 

IT Florypes, the doughter of the Admyrall, seeyng* 32 
thys, sayd? : 

IT "0 Syr Emperour, wherfore ^delaye ye so moche 
to put thys deuyl to dethi I retche not though 



* k iij, col. 2. 



* k iy, back. 



II. iii. 15.] BALAN BEING OBSTINATE IS SLAIN BY OGIER. 197 

he be put to deth, so that I onely may haue guye 
of bourgoyne to myn husbond?, whom I haue so moche 
desyred/' Fyerabras answerdf : " fayr suster, ye haue Pierabras re- 

. . _ _ - , ■ _ proves her for her 

4 grete wronge. For I ensure you, ancB swere by god unfluai oonduot, 

(5828) 

whiche hath made me, that I wold that I had lost 
two of my membres, on the condycyon that he were a 
good cristen man, & were baptysedf andf byleued in 
8 Ihesu Cryst. ye wote wel that he is our fader whiche 
hath engendredl vs ; we ought to honour hym, andl to 
loue hys helth. ye are wel obstynat whan ye haue of 
hym noo pyte." Andf after in wepyng' sayd? to his 
12 fader : " moost dyer fader, I praye you to be better and implores ws 

father to consent 

aduysed, and byleue in hym that hath fourmed? you to be a christian, 
to hys ymage, whyche is Ihesus, god souerayn, lyke as 
themperour hath sayd?; and leue mahon, which hath 

16 neither wytte ne reason, ne noo thyng* is but gold & 
stones, wherof he is composed?, yf ye thus do, ye shal 
do to vs grete loye, & of your enemyes ye shal make 
frendes." 

20 Ballant ansuerd : " fool & glouton that thou art, Baian caiu him a 

fool, and declares 

speke nomore to me therof, thou art al oute of resow 1 he wiu never do 
I shal neuer byleue in hym that deyed V. C, yere a-goon, 
& acursed be he that putteth in hys byleue that he is 

24 arysen fro deth ^to lyf. by mahon, my god?, yf I were 
on my hors back, or I were taken, I shold angre charles, 
that fooL" whan fyerabras had al vnderstonden hym, 
he said to charles that he shold do wyth hym hys 

28 playsyr, "For by good? ryght he ought to deye." Anon 

themperour demanded who wold slee ballawt, the vn- charies asks who 

will kill the 

mesurable felon. Thenne Ogier was present which sowdan. (5859) 
hated hym in his hert, & forthwyth he smote of hys ogier volunteers, 

and smites off his 

32 heed?, & Fyerabras pardoTzned hym gladly. Thenne head. (5865) 
after this, florypes sayd to RoUancJ that he shold 
accomplysshe his promesses by-twene fiyr and guy of 
bourgoyiL rolland ansuerd : " ye say trouth," ancJ 

' k ly, baok^ col. 2. 
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Roland reminds after sajd to guye : IT '^ Syr, ye lemembre wel what 

Gay of hU promiM 

tomanyFioripM. wordes and loue hath been bytwene you & the 
curtoys Florypes : kepe your trouth and promesse to 
Giyri^jiheis hyr.*' Guy ansuert) that he was redy to do al that 4 

quite ready. (6876) . 

themperour wold haue hym to doo. Charles was 
Fioripasis conteuto. Thenue anone afore theym alle she was 

■tripped to be 

baptised. (6879) despoylocJ, and? vnclad hyr for to be baptysed?. She 
beyng there al naked, shewed? hyr beaute, whyche was 8 
lyght whyte and wel formed, so playsaunt and amerouse 

An are ttmck by for the formosyto of hyr persone, that euery man 

her exceeding 

beauty, merueylled. IT For she had hyr eyen as clere as two 

sterres, a fayre forhede and large, hyr nose ryght wel 12 
stondyng in ^the myddes of the vysage; hyr chekes 
were reed & whyt medled, hyr browes compaced as it 
had been a lytel shadowe to the colour of the vysage ; 
hyr heyr shynyng as golde, & that in soo good an ordre 16 
accumyled that it henge bynethe hyr ^ knees ; hyr mouth 
was wel composed with an attemperat rouridenes, a 
smal longe necke, and hyr sholdres fayr & wel syttyng, 
& ij pappes tofore, smale, rounde, & somwhat enhaunced 20 
lyke ij rounde apples. And so wel was she made, and 
so amerouse, that she smote the hertes of many, and 
enfiammed theyr entencyon wyth concupyscence, and 

and especially spocyaUy of charles the Emperour, how wel that he was 24 
auncyen & olde ; and in the fonte whyche was ordeyned 

She is baptised, for the Admyral hyr fader, she was baptysed. And 
charles Ss Due thyery of ardayne were her godfiaders, 

bat her name is wy thout chauuchyng hyr nama And anone after, whan 28 

oVand Fioripas sho was houourably cladde, the bysshop wedded them, 



are married. 



& af ter^ themperour comanded to brynge forth the crowne 



and crowned king of ballant, and crowned wyth-al guy of bourgoyn and 

Spain. (6905) Floiypcs. And the bysshop sacred and blessed them. 32 

And so tho said guy was kyng of that contreye, & gaf 

a partye to Fyerabras, by condycion, that yf fyerabras 

wold haue it, he shold holde it of guye, and all ^that 

* k iiq. * orig, kuees. * k iifl, ool. 2, 
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^euer guye sfiol(J haue, he sfiolcJ holde it of charles. 

After thys, the feest of the weddyng* andf espousaylles The wedding 

endured viij dayes. And charles abode there two 8daj8.(S9is} 

4 monethes and two dayes, tyl that the contreye was vrel 
assnredl. 

f How Moiypes delyuerd the reliques to 
themperour, and how they were proued* 

5 by myracle, & of the retoumyng' of 
Charles, and of the ende of thys book, 
[capitulo xvj] 

OHarles dyd suche dylygence in aygremore and in 
the contreye adiacent, that he that woldf not be 
baptysed was put to deth, andf so serchedf oueral. 
And on a sonday after masse he sente for florypes, and 
sayd to hyr: "fayr doughter, ye knowe how I haue Charles reminds 
1 6 crowned you and maad you quene of thys contree. I haue had done for her, 
accomplysshed your desyre as to guye of bourgoyn, 
your husbond, And more ouer ye be baptysed, and in 
waye of sauacyon, and ye haue one of the valyauntest 
20 body that is from hens in to Affryque. IT And he 
and fyerabras your broder shal haue thys regyon. And 
I shal leue with hym xx M of my subgetes, to the 
ende that the paynyms be alwaye in drede ; but ye and calls on her 
24 haue not yet shewed ^to me nothyng* of the holy sacred reuos. 
relyques that ye kepe." Florypes answerd : " Syr 
emperour, they shal be redy whan it pleseth you," and 
thenne s&e brou^t forth the chest in whyche they were Fioripas brings 

^Q , ^ himtheeofibr 

Jo nonestly. containing them, 

IT Themperour kneled doun on bothe bys knees, and 
• enclyned bothe wyth hert & body, and bad the bysshop 

to opene it, & bII&wq them, and so he dyd. And fyist which Tnrptn 

__ , •111-r-i reverently opens* 

32 he shewed the precyous crowne with whyche Ihesu 
Cryst was crowned wyth, whyche was of pryckyng 

' orig* ener. * k iiij, back. 
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THE RELICS ABE PROVED BY A MIBAGLE. [ll. uL 16. 



The bishop takes 
out the holy 
crown of thorns* 
(5950) 



which remains 
unsupported in 
tlie air. 



emitting adelight- 
ftil odour. (6054) 



The other relics 
are proved in the 
same way. 

Charles thanlcs 
God for his 
mercies to him. 



Turpin blesses the 
army with relics, 
and replaces them 
in the coffer. 



Charles's glove. In 
which is a small 
piece of relic, 



thornes & of lonques of the see. and wyth grete deuo- 
cyon it was sfiewed? & adourecJ. And many there wepte 
& wayle(J the deth of our lord Ihesu Cryst, and were 
in grete deuocyon & contemplacyori. The bysshop, 4 
which was deuoute & wyse, wold preue it, And lyfte it 
vp on hye in the ayer, & wythdrewe hys hond, and the 
crowne abode by itself in the ayer. & thenne the 
bysshop certefyed to the ^peple that was present, that 8 
it was the crowne of Ihesu cryst, which he had on his 
hede in the tyme of his passyon. Thenne euery man 
honoured it deuoutely; & it had soo grete an odour 
that eueryche meruaylled. and after, the bysshop took 12 
the naylles by whyche god had hys handes^ & feet 
perced, and preued them as he had proued the crowne 
tofore, and semblably they abode ^in the ayer myracu- 
lously. And Charles, seyng* al this, thanked humbly 16 
God in sayeng* : IT " lord god eternal, whyche hast 
gyuen to me grace that I haue surmounted myn ene- 
myes Infydels, and hast put & sette me in the waye, 
and gyuen conduyte to fynde your relyques whyche I 20 
haue so longe desyred, I humbly rendre and gyue to 
you thankes and praysynges. For now my contrey 
may wel say that it shal be perpetuel honour to hit to 
possede and haue thys precious tresour, whan it shal be 24 
conteyned therin.'* The bysshop blessyd alle the 
people there in makyng* the sygne of the crosse with 
the said relyques, & after he sette them deuoutely ageyn 
in their places. And the emperour dyd do sette them 28 
on a ryche cloth of golde deuoutely. And whan they 
were theron, the remenaunt that abode of them as smale 
pyeces, he took them deuoutely and put them in hys 
gloue ; and after, he beyng* in purpoos to retome in to 32 
hys contreye, he threwe the gloue to a knyght, but the 
knyght took none hede & took it not ; & whan Charles 
was a litel withdrawen he took hede of hys gloue, & 
* oriff. peyle. ' orig. baudes. ' k iiij, back, col. 2. 
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retomed and sawe hys gloue, — ^in whyche the said smale 

pyeces of the sayt? relyques were, — abode hangyng* in remains miracui- 

, oasly siupended 

thayer without snsteynyng of ony thynge. Thenne in the air 
4 »was this myracle seen euydently, ancJ al thys was 
shewed to the peple, For it abode in that manerwhyles 
they myght haue goon half a leghe. And by this they foranhonr.ceoftt) 
were al reconfermecP to say that there was none abusyon 
8 in byleuyng* & adouryng the sayd? relyques. And these 
thynges tofore writon in this second book ben vnder- 
stonden in the best partye & sygnyfycacion that I can 
or wold say, And I haue not sayd ony thyng but that 
12 1 haue been wel enfonned by writyng'. And as for the 
book ensuyng, it shal make mencion of somme bataylles^ 
and of the ende of the barons of fraunce, of whomo I 
haue tofore spoken al alonge. 

16 ^ Here begynneth the iij book, whyche con- J"**??^^^ 
teyneth two partyes, by the chapytres 
folowyng declared'. 

^ The fyrst partye of the thyrd book con- 
20 teyneth xiiij chapytres, and speketh of the 
warres made in spayne, and' of two ,mer- 
uayllous geaimtes. 

% How Saynt lames appyered' to Charles, 

24 and how, by the moyen and' the conduyte 

of the sterres, he went in to galyce, & 

what cytees he subdued : ca. j 

2 /^Harles, the noble Emperour, after he had taken (Jharies wtahei 

Ml" , /• ji after all his 

28 I .moche payne for to mayntene the name of god laboun to resfe 

^ y 5 t. 1 fron* fighting, 

\y for tenhaunce the crysten fay th, and to brynge al 
the world in one trewe fayth and byleue, & that he 
had goten many controes, he purposed neuer more to 

» k V. * k V, col 2. 
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and to devote f vglit HO to make batavlle, but to reste & lede forth a 

himself to 

reugionj contemplatyf lyf, in thankyng* his maker of y grace 

that he had? gyuen to hym in surmountyng* hys enemyel 
Keuertheles on a nyght it happed hym that he byhelde 4 

irat In ayiflion he the houen, & sawe a quantyte of sterres in ordre tendyng* 

atan» alle the nyght one waye and one path. And they 

began at the see of fryselond in passyng* bytwene 
alemayn and ytalye, bytwene Fraunce and guyanne, 8 
And passed lyght the sayd sterres by gascoyne, bascle, 
Nauarre, and espayne, whyehe contrees he had by hys 
puyssaT^lce and contynuel payne conquerd and maad 
crysten. And after, the ende of the sayd sterres thus 12 

pointing to goyng in ordre, cam vnto galyce, where-as the body of 

Galida. 

the holy appoBtle was, he nat knowyng. the propre 
place. Euery nyght charles byhelde the waye of the 
sayd sterres, and thought moche contynuelly what thys 16 
myght be, & that it was not wythoute cause. IT In 
one nyght emonge the other that ^charles thought on 
A man appears to thys waye, a man appyered to hym in vysyon, whyehe 

him, 

was so fayr, so playsaunte, and so shynyng*, that it was 20 
meruaylle ; whyehe sayd to hym : " what doost thou, 
my fayre sone 1 " Charles, beyng* al rauysshed, answerd : 
*' who arte thou, fayr syr 1 " That other answerd : ** I 
who declares he am lames, the appostle of Ihesu Cryst, the sone of 24 
the Apostle of Zebedce, and propre broder of saynt lohan the euan- 
gelyst, & am he whom god chaas to preche the crysten 
fayth and hys doctryne in the londe of galyce and of 
galylee, by hys holy grace, and he whom herode dyd 28 
put to deth by swerde ; and my body abydeth emonge 
the sarasyns, whyehe haue entreated it vylaynsly, & 
and reproaches lyeth in a place whyche is not knowen. But I meu- 

him for not 

recovering that uoyllo that thou hast uot conquerd my londe, Seen and 32 

ooantiy from the 

Saracens, consyderyd that thou hast conquerd so many regyones, 

townes, & cytees in the world, wherfore I do the to 
wete, that lyke as god hath chosen the, and made the 

' k V, back. 
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supeiyor in worldly puyssaunce aboue al other kynges 
& worldly prynces, in lyke wyse emong al them that 
lyuen thou art chosen of god, after the conduyte of aa God withes 

Unit 

4 the sterres, to delyuer my londe fro .the hande of the 
mescreaunt sarasyns an($ enemyes of crysteudom. IT And 
to thende that thou sholdest knowe in to what ^ place 
thou sholdest goo, thou hast seen on the heuen the 

8 sterres by dyuyne magnyfycence. And? for to obteyne 
the more loye & gretter glorye in heuen, by haultayn 
and grete puyssaunce, thou ^alt surmounte thyn ene- He promiMs 

him sncoen, 

myes, & in that same place thou 8ha[l]t make and doo andbidshimndBe 

- _ - a church to his 

12 edefye a chyrche in my name, to the whiehe shal come name, 
the crysten peple of al regyons, for to gete helthe & 
pardon of their synnes. After that thou shalt haue 
yysited my sepulture, and haue made the waye sure, and 

16 ordeyned crysten men for to kepe and conserue the 

place, it dial be a memoyre perpetuell.'' Thus in thys asaperpetaai 

memorial* 

maner appyered thre tymes saynt lames to the emperour 
Charles. After these yysyons and certyfycacyons of After this Tision 
20 god, he called and assembled hys subgettes, whome he thrice, 
dyd do put a grete multytude in good poynte, & after 
took hys waye & drewe toward the centre where the charfes starts 

with his army fbr 

sterres had shewed the waye aforesayd, and came fyrst oauoia. 
24 in to spayne : and the fyrst cyte that was rebelle to hym 
was panpylowne, whyche was ryght stronge of murayl 
and towres, & gamysshed wyth sarasyns. and he 
abode tof ore it thre monethes, or he coude fynde maner He besieges Pam- 

^__ pelnna iu vain for 

28 to confounde it. Thenne Charles knewe not what to three months, 
do, but to praye god and saynt lames, for whom he 
went, ^that in the vertu of hys name he myght take 
that cyte, and sayd in thys manere : "Fayr lord god, and then invokes 

, _ in prayer the help 

32 niy maker, helpe me that am comen in to thys contree or st. James, 
for to enhaunce the crysten fayth, for to establysshe 
and mayntene thyn holy name. And also thou holy 
saynt lames, by the reuelacyon of whome I am in thys 

' k V, back, col. 2. ' k vj. 
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loumeye, I requyre the that I may subdewe thys cytee, 
& entre therin, for to sfeewe the mysbyleuyng' peple the 
cause of theyr errour, to thende that this begynnyng 
may the better determyne the ende of myn entencyon." 4 
Immediately after Assone as Charles ha(J fynysshecP his oryson, the 

his prayer the 

waiu of the city walles of the cyte, whyche were of marble merueillously 
strong, ouerthrew to the erthe, & fyl alle in pyeces; 
ancJ after, charles and his boost entrecJ in to the cyte ; 8 
& he that wold be baptysed? & byleue in godf wythoute 
fyctyon, was sauedl and put arparte, and who say<J the 
contrarye, was forthwyth put to detL Al the people of 
that contre, whan they knewe of these tydynges & 12 
meruayllous operacyons of this cyte, tomed? in to Euyne 
at the symple postulacyon of charles, without contra- 
Aii the coimtry dyctyon came and yelded? them to the mercy of kyng* 
who causes the ' charlcs. And thus many were baptysed, and chyrches 16 
tised, and builds Were ordcyned, and al the contreye redu^ced to certeyn 
trybute vnder the fydelyte of the emperour charles, and 
brought theyr trybutes fro the cytees wyth-oute ony 
other gaynsayeng in sygne of seygnourye. 20 



% Of the cytees goten in espayne by charles, 
& how somme were by hym destroyed', 
[capitulo ij.] 

AFter that charles had the domynacyon quasi in al 24 
espayne, he came to the sepulture of Saynt lames, 

James, where he dyd hys deuocyon, and made deuoutely hys 

prayers ; & after came to a place in y lond whych was 
so ferre, that he myght goo no ferther, and there fyxed 28 

at a place called & pyght hys spere, and that place was called petro- 
nium ; & thanked god and saynt lames, that by theyr 
sufifrauwce he was comen so ferre wythoute ony contra- 
dyctyon surely vnto suche place that he myght passe 32 
no ferther. And in that londe who that wold byleue 

* k \j, col. 2. 
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in god, tharchebysshop Turpyn baptysed them ; & who 
that wold not, he was slayn, or put in pryson. And after 
Charles wente from one see to that other, and thewne he 

4 gate in galyce xiij cytees, emonge whome compostelle He captures is 
was thenne the leste. In espayne he hadf xvj grete aud ic in Spain* 
townes & stronge, emonge whome ^was onsea, in which 
were wont to be x stronge toures, & a tonn namedf 

8 petrosse, in whyche was made the fynest syluer that 
had thenne cours. Also another cy te nainecB attentyua, 
where as the body of saynt Torquete rested?, whyche was 
dyscyple of saynt lames, an (J there vpon the sepulture 
12 was an olyue tree, [whyche dyd] florysshe & here rype 
f ruyt a certayn day of may euery yere withoute fayllyng'. 

Alle the contreye of spayne that tyme was subgette the whole of 

which was sublect 

to Charles, That is to wete, the londe of alandaluf, the to him. 

16 londe of perdoiures, the londe of castellans, the londe of 
maures. The londe of portyngale, the londe of sarasyns, 
the londe of nauarre, the londe of Alemans, The londe 
of byscoys, the londe of bascles, the londe of palargyens, 

20 and somme of theyr cytees taken by warre, subtyl and 
mortal. And somme wythoute warre. he coude not 
Wynne the grete towne of Lucerne, tyl at the laste he He besieges 
layed syege tofore it by the space of foure monethes. months, 

24 and it stode in a grene valeye. And after, whan he saw but in vain, 
that they wold not yelde them, & that he coude not 
Wynne them, he made hys prayer vnto god, and to and then prays to 

St* Jaraes, 

saynt lames, that he myght be vyctorious, seen that he 
28 had nomore to termyne in that contreye, but that cyte 

onely. hys oryson was herde, soo that ^the walles fyl when the waiis 

, fall down, and 

doun to the erthe, and was put to destructyon m suche the city is taken, 
wyse, J)at neuer man dwelled therin after, and after it 
32 sanke, and therin was an abysme or swolowe of water, and turned into a 

lake containing 

In whyche were founden after, fysshes, aJle blacke. black fishes. 
Emonge the other cytees that he took, there were iiij 
that dyd hym moche payne, or he myght gete them, & 
* k yj, back. * k yj, back, col. 2. 
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therfore he gaf them the maladyctyon of go^, an($ they 
were cursecl, in suche wyse that vnto thys day there is 
in them none habytacionj Ss the sayd cytees been 
named^ lucerne, yentose, caperce, & adame. 4 

^ Of the grete ydole that was in a cyte, 
whyche coude not be smyton doun, and 
of the condycyons and' sygnes thevof: 
ca. iij 8 

WHan Charles hadf doon in spayne & other places, 
wyth the Inhabytauntes of it at hys wylle, Alle 
Charles deBtroys thydolles an<$ Other symylacres that he fonde, he dyd 

do destroye and put to confusyon. But in the londe of 12 
but at saianoadys Alaudaluf , in a cy te callecB Salancadys, in araby que, was * 

was a groat idol^ 

the place of a grete god, as the sarasyns saydl. That 
ydolle was made of the honde of Machommete in the 
tyme that he lyued, & was named Mahommet ^in 16 
thonour of hym : and by arte magyke and dyabolyke 
he closed therin a legyon of deuylles, for to kepe it and 
make sygnes for to abuse the peple. and thys ydolle was 
kept 80 by devils kepte SO by deuylles, that noo persone lyuyng* coude by 20 

that none could 

destroy it, streugthe destroyo it, ne put it doun. In suche wyse 

that yf ony crysten man came nyghe for to see it, or to 

and which no coniuro it, or to destroye, Assone as he began to coniure 

Christian dare 

approach. and proche, anon he was perysshed Ss destroyed. And 24 

the sarasyns that came for to preehe, adoure, make 
sacrefyse, or doo obeyssaunce therto, were wythout 
peryl; and yf by aduenture, a byrde fleyng came & 
rested ypon it, Incontynent it was deed. The stone 28 

It stood on a vpou whyche thydolle was sette was meruayllously 

large stone, 

richly carved, ■ made. It was a stone of the see, wrought of sarasyns, 
and grauen subtylly of grete and ryche facyon, the 
whyche was enhaunced vpryght, not without grete 32 
crafte & connyng*. toward the erth it was meruayllously 

' oriff» and was. ' k vij. 
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grete, & alway vpward it was lasse ; and that stone was 
so hye as a crowe myght flee : vpon whyche stone was 
thydolle sette, whyche was of fyn yuorye, after thas- andwaaofane 

4 semblaunce of a man stond3rng< vpryght on his feet, & 
hadi hys face tome<$ to the south, & helde in his ryght and held in his 
honde a grete keye, & the sarasyns were certefye(J ^for 
trouthe that whan a kyng* of fraunce shold he borne, 

8 & in strengthe to subdue the contreye of spayne, an<$ 
brynge it in to crysten fayth, the ymage sholdf lete falle i^wch waa to fiui 

when a king 

the keye, whych shold be a sygne bat the kyng of should come to 

- _ sabdne the 

fraunce ^ol<$ conquere them. So the7?ne in the tyme ooantry. 
12 that the noble kyng< charles regned? in spayne, for to 

brynge it to the crysten faith, the ydolle lete the keye on the approach 

of Charles the 

falle doun to the grounde. And whan the sarasyns key&iia. 
sawe that. They hydde theyr tresours, as golde, syluer, 
16 and? precyous stoones, in therth, by cause the crysten 
men shold no thynge fynde therof, Ss they al wente in 
to another regyon, and durst not abyde the comyng of 
the kyng*. 

20 % Of the chyrche of saynt lames in galyce, 
and' of dyuers other whyche Kyng' Charles 
founded: capitulo iiij 

CHarles beylig in galyce had Innumerable quantyte chariee, having 
an immense 
of gold, of syluer, and of precyous stones, of many quantity of gold 

kynges, prynces, and other lordes, and of trybutes of 

cytees that was gyuen to hym as lord. 

IT Also he had moche of the tresour that he conquerd 

28 of the townes and contreyes of Spayne ^aforesayd. 

Thenne he, seyng the grete habundaunce of good, dyd 

do compose and make a chirche of Saynt lames^ in the bniidsaohwdi 

° A 1 to St. James, 

place where-as he had founde the body of hym. and 
82 he abode there the space of thre yere wythout departyng*, 

and ordains a 

and in that same place he ordeyned a bysshop, and buhop 
» k Yfl, col. 2. • k vy, back. 
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OF THE CHURCHES POUNDED BY CHARLES. [ill. i. 6. 



and three canons. 



He endows the 
church, 



and supplies 
vestments and 
ornaments. 



Another church 
he bnilds at Aeon 
to Our Lady, 



and four to St. 
James, 



besides abbeys 
and monasteries. 



founded there chanonnes reguler, vnder the rule of 
saynt Ysodore the confessour ; & bought & ordeyned. 
for them rentes & trybutes 8u%cyent, and? gaf to them 
synguler seygnourye. He fumysshed? the chyrche wyth 4 
belles, vessellys of golde and? syluer, adoumements of 
precyous clothes, & al thynges necessarye & apper« 
teynyng* in a chyrche pontyfycal. also of bokes, vesty- 
mentes, chalyces, & other holy escryptures. And? jf 8 
the resydue of gold and syluer, that he brought oute of 
spayne, he dy(J doo edefye these chyrches folowyng*. 
IT Fyrst, at Aeon, in almayne, where as he is buryed, 
he dyd doo make a chirche of our lady ; and though it 12 
be lytel, yet is it moche rychely made. The chyrche 
of Saynt lames in the toun of vyterbe ; also the chyrche 
of saynt lames in the cytee of Tholouse : The chyrche 
of Saynt lames in gascoyne; also the chirche of saynt 16 
lames in parys, bytwene the sayne & the mouwte of 
martres. & aboue the chyrches aforesayd?, he founded, 
rented?, & releued? many & dyuers chyrches, monasteryes, 
& other abbeyes in the world, in many and? dyuers 20 
places. 



% How, after that Aygolant the geaimt had 
' taken spayne & put to deth the crysten 
people, Charles recouerd' it, and' other 24 
maters : capitulo v 

Fter that charles was retomed? in to Fraunce, a 
kyng* sarasyn of affryque, named? aygolant, wyth 
grete puyssaunce came in to spayne, and remysed it in 28 



A- 



After Charles's 
return to France, 

Aigolant, an 
AfHcan fi^ant, 

reconquers Spain, hys subgoctyon. Anc? the crystcn which charles had 



and puts the 
Christians to 
death. 



left there, as many as he myght gete, he put to deth, 
and? the other fledde. And in shorte tyme the tydynges 
came vnto kyng* Charles, wherof he was moche abasshed 32 
& angry, bycause it was shewed? to hym so pyetously. 

* k vij, back, col. 2. 
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wherfore Incontynent lie assembled a grete boost, & 
"wytb a grete multytude of fygbtyng* men be went 
thyder wytbout taryeng*. And be made tbe conduytour miio. Roland's 

jj»i •!■»«- 11 /. 1 ini ii-Tk 11 iio fiitlJer. is put in 

4 of them al Myllon of angleres, tbe fader of Kollana. & oomiuand. 

tbey cessed not tyl tbat tbey bad tydynges wbere 

Aygolant tbe geaunt was, wbycbe bad doon tbys feat. 

wban cbarles knewe wbere Aygolant was lodged, ^andl 
8 semblably aygolawt knewe wbere Cbarles was, Anone 

tbe geaunt sente to cbarles tbat be wold? delyuer bataylle Aigoiant chai- 

lenges any num- 

Bucbe as be wold. Tbat is to wete tbat Cbarles sbold berofciiaries's 
sende to bym xx of bys men to fygbt ageynst xx of bys against an equal 

12 sarasyns, or xl ayenst xl, or an C ayenst C, or a thousand 
ayenst a thousand, or two men ayenst two, or one man 
ayenst one man onely. kyng Cbarles, seyng^ thenten- 
cyon of aygolant, for tbonour of noblesse be wold not 

16 refuse bys demaunde, but sent to bym an C knygbtes charies sends loo 

kniglits, 

in grete poynte, and tbe geaunte sente another bondred 

ayenst tbe crysten men, but anone tbe sarasyns were who «iay the loo 

Saracens ; 

vanquyssbed & put to deth, and after were sente by 
20 aygolant two bondred sarasyns ayenst two bondred and after 200, 

"^ ./ V who also kill their 

crysten men, wbycbe Sarasyns were anone wytboute opponents. 

grete resystence put to detb and slayn. Aygolant was 

not contente, ne wold not leue berby, but sente two Aigoiant sendB 

. 2000 Saracens, 

24 thousand sarasyns ayenst ij M crysten men, and whan 

tbey were in batayll, many of y sarasyns were slayn, but they also are 

defeated. 

and the other put to flygbt for to saue them self. Tbe 
tbyrd day after, Aygolant maad certeyn experyences, 
28 and knewe tbat yf Cbarles made warre to bym be 
sbold baue grete losse, and sent to Cbarles to wete yf 
be wold make playne warre. Cbarles ^was contente, 
and there vpon tbey made redy theyr peple, and Both sides prepare 

for a general 

'32 specyally cbarles, for bys subgettes bad grete affectyon engagement, 
to goo to bataylle without ony fere of deth. And also 
somme of tbe crysten men, tbe day tofore the bataylle, 
dyd do amende and araye theyr bamoys, and sette 

* k viij. • k viij, col. 2. 
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210 THB SARACENS ABB ROUTED, BUT WITH OBEAT LOSS. [ill. L 6. 

theyr tentes nygh a ryuer named ceye, anci pyglit there 
theyr spercs, euen in the place where as the bodyes of 
saynt faconde and saynt preniytyf rested, where after 
was made a chyrche deuoutely founded!, an<) also a 4 
stronge cyte by the moyen of the saydf Charles, anc^ in 
the place where the speres were pyght, our lord shewed! 
By a miracle it is grete myracle. For of them that sholc^ deye there an<) 

shown whieh of 

the French be gloryfyedf marters of god & crowned in heuen, theyr 8 

soldiera should be *-■•■<« 

idue<iinthe spcres on ])* mom were founden al grene, noresshedl 
and leued, whyche was a precedent sygne that they 
whyche i^old deye shold haue the loye in heuen. 
IT Eche man took his owne, and cutte of the bowes <& 12 
leues, wyth whyche the leues were planted and vnder- 

From their spears roted, wherof in a lytel whyle after grewe a grete wode> 

springs up a great ' 

wood. whyche stondeth there yet It was grete meruayle of 

the loye that the horses made, whyche dyd theyr 16 
deuoyrs as wel as the men after theyr qualyte, whyche 

MUoandso was a grete token. Thenne L yalyaunt ^crysten men 

knights are slain, , 11. ,1 ,^ 1 1 

were slayne. And emonge the other was slayne due 
Myllon, fader to Eoulland. Also that same day the 20 
hors of Charles was slayn ynder hym, & whan he was a 
fote he maad grete murdre wyth hys swerde loyouse, 
and dyd so moche that the sarasyns, dredyng* the 
bat the Saracens euenyDg*, fledde & wythdrewe them in to place of 24 

are put to flight. **. i nn -i-n^i . 

surete. And as it was the wylle of our lord, the next 
Reinforcemenu day after Came to Charles in to his helpe iiij marquyse 

eome to Charles, « i 

of ytalye, accompanyed wyth uij M stronge fyghtyDg* 
men & chosen, wherfore Aygolant, assone as he knewe 28 

whereupon Aigo- of theyr comyng*, he fled and wythdrewe hym oner the 
see toward hys contree. but they my3t not for hast here 
with them al theyr tresours, wherfor frauTice was 
enryched meruayllously aboue alle other contrees. 32 

chazies rstarns to H And whan charles sawe his departyng* he came 
wyth al hys rychesse in to fraunce, and thenne, duryng 
seuen yere, he dyd do ordeyne the seruyce and offyce of 

* k viij, back. 
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the cbyrche by preestes & clerkes, aii<J the festes of 

sayntes of all the yere ; and? grete vertu & meruaylloTis 

effect was comprysed? in thys man. For whan it was 

4 not warre for to mynysshe thynfydellys and encreace the 

crysten fayth, For tenhannce the name of god he made and occupie* him- 
self in drawing up 

the ofiyces and legendes of holy sayntes, & dyd ^ reduce rules ana services 

for the Church. 

in to mynde an<J remembraunce the passyons of holy 
8 marters in establysshyng* theyr feestes, to thende that 
we sfiolcJ ensyewe them, and to eschewe al euyl. And 
the magnytude of thys kyng* was wel preued by sygnes 
seen on the henen. For in the same yere the mone This year were 

three eclipses of 

12 derked thre tymes, and the sonne ones, and companyes the moon, and 

one of the sun. 

of people were seen meruayllous, whyche shewed that 
thys Charles was of grete magnytnde, that is to wete 
bytwene heuen and erthe. 

16 ^ How Aygolant sent to charles that he shold' 
come to hym trustely for to make lust 
wane, and' how Charles in habyte dys- 
symyled' spake to hym, and' of other 

20 maters: capitulo vj 

AS I haue sayd the kyn[ge,] Aygolant the geaunte, 
fledde in to hys contreye, whan socours cam to 
Charles of foure marques, he slepte not vpon his 
24 purpoos, but maad grete dylygence for to assemble hys Aigoiant collects 

an immense 

people, whyche were sarasyns Innumerable, for he army, 
assembled mores, Moabytes, Ethiopiens, Affrycans, and 
percyens ; he brought wyth hym also the kyng of 

28 arabye, the kyng* of barbarye, the kyng* of malroste, the 
kyng of ^maioryke, the kyng of meques, the kyng* of 
cybylle, & the kyng of Cordube, the whych cam with 
peple wythout nombre, certain, in to gascoyne, in to a and again invades 

32 stronge cyte named Agenne, and took it. And after turesthedty'of 
sent to Charles that he shold come to hym peasybly & 

* k viij, back, col. 2. * 1 j. 
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Aigoiant invites tiustyly, witti a f ewe peple, promysyng* to hym for to 

Charles to visit 

him unattended, gyue to hym ix hors laden with, gold, syluer, an<} pre- 
cyous stones, yf he wold thus come at hys desyre. this 
paynym shewed to hym this hy cause he wold knowe 4 
his persone, for hys strengthe & puyssaunce knewe he 
wel by experyence, and! also to thende whan he knewe 
hym that he myght in the warre flee hym. whan kyng* 
charles knewe this mandement he gadred not grete 8 
Charles sets out peple, but he Came onely wy th ij M knyghtes of honour 
** ** and of grete strewgtL And? whan he was f cure mylo 
. nygh the cyte, where Aygolant and al the kynges tofore 
whom he leaves, named Were, he left his people secretly, & came ynto a 12 
near the city. mountayne nygh the cyte, accompanyedl wyth xl 
knyghtes onely. And fro thys place they saw the cyte, 
by cause to wete yf the multytude of peple were de- 
parted, soo that he shold not be deceyued. !N'euertheles 16 
vpon thys montayne he lefte hys people secretly, and 
He himself, in took of hys clothes, and cladde hym in the guyse of a 
only one Stend- messagcr, and? ^took one knyght onely with hym, 
an^ en rs e -^i^yciie i^arc his spere & swerde and bocler vnder hys 20 
mantel, and soo came in to the cyte, and anone he was 
brought tofore aygolaunt the geaunt. And whan he was 
and presents him- tofore hym he sayd in thys manere : " Charles the kyng 

self as a messenger , ,^ -hiJA-ixi j-i ^i<a^ 

from Charles, hath scnto vs vnto the, and letetn the wete by vs that 24 
to say he had he is comou lyke as thou hast comanded, accompanyed 

come with only ii».Tiiii ij.. 

40 attendants. wyth fourty knyghtcs onely, for to do that he ought to 
doo. Now thenne come to hym wyth xl knyghtes, 
withoute moo, yf thou wylt accomplysshe and holde 28 
that thou hast promysed." Aygolant sayd to hem that 
they shold retorne to charles, and that they shold say 

Aigoiant repUea to hym that he departe not, but abyde hym there, and 

that he will go ii.T.tiTrt^ 

and meet the he wold comc and vysytc hym. After this that charles 32 
had knowen the geaunt, and after vysyted the towne, 
for to knowe the feblest parte for to take and conquer 
it whan he shold come ageyn, & sawe al the kynges 

» 1 j, ool. 2. 
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f orsayJ & their puyssaunces, he after retomed? to his charies, having 

o /» spied oat all the 

peple whiche he hacJ left vpon the montayne, & after dty, departs. 
came to hys ij M kuyghtes. & anone after aygolant, 
4 accompanyecJ wyth vii M knvites, came after them Aigoiant, with 

"^ "^ '^ ** ^? » 7000 men, follows 

withoute taryeng*. But charies took hede whan he cam him, 

that there were many moo paynyms than crysten men, 

and ^wythout lenger taryeng charies & his peple de- butcharies 

. escapes. 

8 partecJ, and retoumecJ in to fraunce wythout hauyng 
other delyberacyon. 

% How Charles, accompanyed with moche 

peple, retomed' in to the place aforesayd & 

12 toke the cyte of agenne, & other maters : 

[capitulo] vij 

Fter that coarles was retomed in to fraunce he charies assembles 

a large army, 

assembled moche peple, & after came to the cyte 
of agenwe, & assyegeJ it there by grete facyon, and lays siege to 
the space of vij monethes. Aygolant was therin & surromids. 
many sarasyns, & the crysten men had made fortressis 
& castelles of tree tofore this cyte for to grene it. Whan 
20 Aygolant & the grete lordes of fiis companye sawe pat 
they myght not endure, they maad hooles & caues vnder 
therth for tescape oute secretly : in that maner they came Aigoiant and his 

lords escape by 

out of the cyte, & passed ouer a ryuer, which ranwe by mines. 

24 the cyte, named goronna, and so they saued them self. 
The next day after, whan there was noo grete resyst- 
ence made to the crysten men, Charles wyth grete charies enters the 
tryumphe & puyssaunce entre<$ in to the cyte, & put to 

28 deth x M sarasyns that he there fonde. The other, 
seyng* that, put them to flyght by the ryuer. Aygolant 
^was in another stronge toun, & whan charies knewe it 
he came thyder & assay lied it, & sente to hym to delyuer and after besieges 

32 ouer the cyte. aygolant ansuerdf that he woldl not 'so AigoUmt had fled, 
doo, but by a moyen that was, that they sholci make a 

' 1 ji back. ' 1 j, baok, ool. 2. 
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CHARLES UTTERLY ROUTS THE SARACENS. [ill. i. 8. 



Those of the 
Christians who 
were destined to 
die are again 
pointed oat by a 
minude. 



Aigoiant propose* bata jll, & he that shold Wynne the bataylle shold be 

a gUMral battle. 

lord of ]>e toiin, & so they assygned the day of the 
bataylle. and nygh to that place, bytwene the castel 
thalabourt & a ryuer called caiantha, somme of the 4 
crysten men planted theyr apexes in the grounde, espe- 
cially they that on the morn shold deye, & obteyne the 
crowne of glorye as marters of god. and on the mome 
they fonde their speres al grene Ss myracolously leaedf, 8 
& fol of bowes, wherof the cnsten men were moche 
Joyous of this myracle, and raught not for to deye for 
]>e crysten fayth in mayntenyng the name of god. 
After that they cutte of theyr speres and wente to 12 
The Saracens are batavlle, and Dut manv sarasyns to deth. But in 

ntterly defeated. "^ ^ J J 

thende were slayn and martred, of crysten men moo 
than iiij M whyche were saued in heuen ; Ss that tyme 
the hors that Charles rode on was slayn ynder hym, 16 
and at that bataylle were slayn by the sayd Charles the 
kynge of Agabye [&] the kyng* of bugye, merueyllous 
myghty sarasyns. 



After his defeat 
Aigoiant flies to 
Pampeluna. 



Charles returns 
to France for 
reinforcements. 



^ ^ Of the vertuous operacions that charles 20 
made whan he was retorned' in to fraunce, 
& what barons he had' in hys companye, & 
of theyr puyssaunce : ca, viij 

THe bataylle toforesayd made, Aygolant fLedde and 24 
came in to panpylone, and sent to kyng* charles 
that he shold abyde hym for to gyue hym bataylle 
more ample & large. Whan charles knewe hys desyre 
he retourned in to fraunce for to haue helpe of hys 28 
peple, and made an open maundement thorugh out al 
Fraunce that al maner peple that were of euyl condycyon 
and in bondage, that they that were present, and theyr 
successours, shold be free, & there vpon tabellyons shold 32 
be delyuerd according* to the lawe, that wold goo with 

*lij. 
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hym ayensfc the myscreauntes. Also die prysonwers 

that were in fraunce, he delyuerd? them al out of He frees au 

prisouen, 

pryson, & to al them that shold haue ben delyuerd to 
4 deth for felonnye, murdre, or treason, he pardonned 
them & gaf to them theyr lyf ; and? to al poure peple 
that had not wherby to lyue, he gaf to them gooiJ 
largely, & them that were euyll cla(J, he clothed them ciothe« the poor. 
8 after theyr degree, alle them that were at debate he 
peased them & .accorded? ; Alle them J>at were dys- 
heryted & put oute from theyr lyuelode he restored al restores the 

^ "^ "^ disinherited, 

to them; Alle fe peple ^ that myght bere armes he 
12 armed them. The valyaunt squyers of theyr persones and raises the 

esqaires to 

he made knyghtes, & al them that were in hys Indyg- knighthood. 

on condition of 

nacyon & pryued [f]ro hys loue, & bannysshec) for the joining his army, 
loue of go(J, he was constraynede to pardonne them, & 

16 made pees with euery man. and? thenne he was four- 
nysshed of moo than an C thousand? men wel f yghtyng*, 
wythoute them that were a-fote, whyche were Innumer- 
able. And for to gyue courage to the prynces of Charles, 

20 Turpyn say<J in this maner : " I, Turpyn, archebysshop Turpin assarea 

Iiim of Buooeaa. 

of Kaynes by the grace of god, shal gyue good? courage 
to crysten people, and shal slee the Infydels, sarasyns, 
with myn owne handes." IT Wyth Charles was with charies ar« 

Roland, Oliver, 

24 EoullancJ of Cenonye, neuewe of Charles, sone of hys and Aristagius 

T%i o n -r^ 1 •%r It i» ^'^^ 14,000 men. 

syster, dame Berthe, & of Duke MyUon, wyth foure 
thousand? fyghtyng* men ; Olyuer, due of genes, sone of 
due Keyner, with iij M fyghtyng* men : Aristagius, 
28 kyng* of brytayne, wyth vij thousand fyghtyng* men ; 
!N'ot wythstondyng that in brytayne was another kyng*, 
Eugelius, whyche was duke of Guyan, whome Au- Besides were man 

from Goianne, 

gustus Cezar had ordeyned, wyth the byturyciens, the 
32 monyques, pictauyns, scauctonens, and Elogysmes, 
cytees with their prouynces vnder guyan : & he cam 
with iij M horsmen ^ good f yghtars ; Grarferus, kyng* 
of bordoloys, with iiij M men ; Salamon, f elow of estok ; 
» 1 y, col. 2. 2 1 ij^ tack. 
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bawdewyn, brother of Kolland ; Naymes, due of bauyere, 
wyth X M fygbtyng* men ; Hoel of Nauntes, & 

Burgundy, Lambert, prynce of bourgoyn, yrjih ij M fyghtars ; 

Sanson, due of bourgoyn, with x M ; Garyn, due of 4 

Lorraine, and lorayue, & many other : and Charles had of his 

other provinces. 

owne contre moo than fyfty M men. The excereyte 
of Charles, the noble emperour, and ryght puyssaunt 
kyng* of Fraunce, was so grete an(J so ample that it helde 8 
two iourneyes longe, & in brede half o iourneye & 
more ; In suche wyse that of the bruyt that was made 
for the grete multytude of the frensshemen, it was herde 
two myle ferre and more. 12 

% Of the tryews of Charles & of Aygolant, 
and of the deth of hys peple, & wherfore 
aygolant was not baptysed' : capitulo ix 

[e whyl that charles was a yonge chylde he 16 
lerne<) at Toulete the langage of sarasyns, and 




Aigoiant, fnght- JL spako it whau he wold?. Aygolant, thys geaunt 

enedatthenum- ^^ ^ J© > J © 

ber» of the French, and grete Lord, coude not absteyne hym, and cam 

nygh vnto erystyente, and sente to Charles to eome to 20 
proposes a con- hym vuto Pampylouo, and tryews was ^maadf bytwene 

fereiice. 

them. For Aygolant eonsyderyd the multytude of hys 
people and! the puyssaunees of their persones. For by 
cours of nature hym semed he shold surmounte the 24 
erysten peple, but he thought that the god of erysten 
people was more certayn and trewe than the god of the 
paynyms ; but er he wold declyne fro the worshyppyng of 
hys goddes, he had desyre to assaye yet ones the nombre 28 
of paynyms ayenst the nombre of erysten men. And 
It is agreed to he was eontente to make a pacte and eouenaunt wyth 

leave the question -i-ii iii.i 

of religion to a charles, that he that shold obteyne the vyctorye vpon 
between equal others peple, that his god were holden and worshypped, 32 



numbers. 



And that the god of hym that shold lose the bataylle 

' 1 ij, back, col. 2. 
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shold be of noo valure, renyed, aiidl reputed? for nought 

And vpon thys couenaunte were sente twenty crysten 20 chriatians 

engage as many 

knyghtes ayenst xx knyghtes paynyms. And! anone saraoens, and 

A , slay them ; 

4 as they were assembled? and medled to-gyder, the twenty 
sarasyns were slayn. And? after were sente fourty ayenst and after 40 over- 

. 11. oome 40 Saracens; 

fourty, And anone the sarasyns were slayn and vayn- 
quysshed. And after he sent an C. ayenst an C, but 
8 they were not slayne, but fledde. Aygolawt thoujt he 
wold do better, and sent ij hondred ayenst ij C, and 
anone the sarasyns were ouercomen & slayn. ^IT Thys 
geaunt was euyl contente of the destructyon of hys 
1 2 peple, and for to make a grete descomfyte, he sente a 

thousand sarasyns ayenst a M cristen men, and wyth- and Unauy 1000 

•' "^ -y J Christians »lay 

oute makyng* grete rebellyon, the sarasyns were anone 1000 samcens. 
slayn and put to detL Thenne the kyng* Aygolant, by 

16 experyence for-made, afermed the fayth & the la we of Aigoiant is con- 
vinced, and agrees 
crysten peple to be better, more sure, & more certeyn to receive baptism. 

than the la we of the paynyms and sarasyns, and thus he 

was enclyned to the crysten fayth, & dysposed hym to 

20 receyue baptym on the morne without fayntyse ; and 
here vpon he demanded tryews and surete for to goo & 
come to Charles, & he graunted it to hym wyth good 
hert. and thus atte houre of tyerce, whan charles was 

24 at dyner, Aygolant had entencyon to see charles and He asks to see 

Charles at meat 

hys maner at mete, for to knowe hys astate, yf it were with his lords, 
vayllerous and soo grete as it was in armes and in 
bataylles. And also he came pryncypally for to be 

28 baptysed, and he sawe Charles at hys table with grete 
magnyfycence, and after behelde the ordre of hys peple 
and sawe that somme were in habyte of knyghtes and 
grete prynces. Other in habyte of channons & monkes j 

32 & asked so that he was certefyed of euery ordre, and 

the cause of theyr estate, and after ^that he sawe He sees is poor 
in a parte of y* halle syttyng on the grou/ide, xiij the ground at 
poure persones, which dyned & ete as other dyd. for 

M iy. M iij, col. 2. 
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[lIL i 10. 



and asks who and 
what they ai-e. 

Charles tells him 
they are main- 
tained in memory 
of oar Lord and 
His AposUes. 



Aigolant reprores 
Charles for treat- 
ing his lords so 
much better than 
the servants of 
God, 



and reftises to be 
baptised. 



cliarles of custom wold not take liis repaste tyl lie 
had xiij poare men in the worsBjpp of our lord and 
of his xij appostles, & he toke hede how these poure 
men satte on the grounde without towayl in ryght poure 4 
habyte, & dyned al soroufully, & he demaundeci what 
people they were. Charles ansuerd & sayd : " they be 
goddes peple anc) messageis of our lordf Ihesu cryst, 
whome Isusteyne in thonour of hym & his xij appostles 8 
that he had with hym, & gyue to them refectyon cor- 
porel." Aygolawt said: "certeynlye he serueth euyl 
hys lord y* receyueth his messagers in thys manere. I 
see wel that they that ben aboute the been in good 12 
poynt & wel arayed, & wel serued of mete & drynke, 
& the seruauntes of thy god lyue pourely Ss euyl clothed 
ayenst y* colde, & ben withdrawen ferre fro the. ho 
dooth grete shame to his lord that receyueth his mes- 16 
sagers in this manere. & more ouer, I see now wel that 
the lawe whyche thou hast sayd to me to be goo(} & 
holy, by thy werkes thou shewest them to be fals & of 
no yalewe.'' & herof aygolant was all moeued & troubled 20 
in his entendement, & he beyng put out aUe fro hys 
purpose, toke leue of the ^ kjng & retournedl to hys 
peple, & renounced^ to be baptysed, and sente wor(J to 
charles for to begynne warre ageyn on y* mome more 24 
stronge than euer he had doon tofore. 



Charles is 
enraged. 



^ Of the deth of aygolant and of his peple, & 
how moche crysten peple were slajm by 
concupyscence of syluer, & of crysten men 28 
founden dede by myracle : [ca.] x 

fHan charles sawe Aygolant come for to baptyse 
hym he was moche loyous, but whan he re- 
tome($ & forsoke it he was euyl contente, & 32 
took aduys vpon the pour men whyche he saydl were 

* 1 iij, back. 
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messagers of gocB. For after the pouerte of them, aii<) 
after that they were named, fore to holde them so, was 
none honour to theyr mayster, & the emperonr re- 

4 membred wel that the peple of godf ought to be re- 
ceyuec^ honestly, & honourably holden & serued. wherfor 
the poure men that he fonde in thexcercyte he dyd and has aii these 
them to be wel clothed & honestly, and gaf to them and honoorauy 

8 mete largely, Andf took suche custome in hym self that 
he faylled? not, but the pour peple were receyued with 
honour in his companye. vpon thys purpose on a day 
folowyng*, the sarasyns put them to bataylle, an<J to Agreatbattu 

takes place, 

12 fyght ^ayenst the crysten men by grete fyerste, andf 

there was soo grete destructyon that day of the sarasyns, in wwoh th« 

Saracens are 

that the crysten men were empesshedf and lette by the defeated, 
blood that ranne so habundantly, as it hadi rayne<} many 
16 dayes water and blood, wherefore ^ Aygolant, seyng 
the destructyon of his people as he that doubted nothyng 
to deye, aduaunced* so hym self that he was slayn anct andAigoiant 

himself slain. 

put to deth, and after the cristen men entredl in to the 
20 cyte of pampylone, andl put to deth al the sarasyns that 
they fonde therin. 

Thenne the kyng of Cybylle & the kyng* of cordube 
saued them self with somme of their subgettes. After 
24 thys the crysten men ful of couetyse for to haue gold 
an<J syluer of the sarasyns that were dee<J retornecJ, And 
whan they were wel charged & laden wyth golde, syluer, 
and other hauoyr, the kyng* of Cybylle andf the kyng* The kings of 

Seville and of 

28 of Cordube took hede ther of, Andf wyth al their meyne cordova fioi on 
came couertly vpon the crysten men, and put to deth laden with booty, 

, ■!_ . r J, and kill more 

moo than a tnousandf. than looo, 

U Thus may be knowen that the ardeur of concupy- from which we 

may see the 

32 scence was cause of the deth of the soule wythoute danger of oovet- 
vyctorye, andf to go<J dysplaysaunte. IT On the mome 
tydynges came how so many sarasyns were slayn, andf 

' 1 iij, back, col. 2. • orig. wherforr. 

' arig. and aduaunced. 
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specyally of aygolant, vnto the prynce ^of Nauarre 
The king of named Furre, wherfore he sent to Charles to haue 

Navarre chal- , „ , ^i i 11 

lenges Charles. Datayll ordynayie. Charles was so noble, so payssaunt, 
& so trustyng* m godi, whan he faught for the crysten 4 
fayth that he refused hym not and after, at the day of 

He aooepts, and bataylle, whyche was assygnec} on bothe partyes, Charles 

prays to God to 

point out which put hym Self to prayer, and prayed god deuoutely that 
are destined to it plesed hym, to shew what crysten men shold deye in 8 

did 

that bataylle. and on the day folowyng whan euery 
man was armed for to fyght, by the wylle of our lord 
Charles sawe that same day the sygne of the crosse alle 
rede vpon the sholdres behynde vpon theyr hamoys. 12 

This being shown whan charlcs sawe it he thanked our lord & had com- 
passyon of theyr deth, by cause of the valyauwce of 
theyr persones. Thenne he sent for all them that bare 
thensigne & made them to goo in to hys oratory e, and 16 

he locks them up after shettc them fast therin, to the ende that they sfiold 

in his chapel} 

not take deth that day ; and thenne wyth al his other 
and goestobatue hoost he wcnt aycust thoost of. the prynce furre, but it 

without them. 

was not longe but furre and hys people were destroyed 20 
and put to deth. and whan that was doon the emperour 
came in to hys oratorye vyctoryous vpon hys enemyes, 
On his return he and foudc al them that were sfiette wythin dede & 

finds them all 

dead. expyred, & thenne knewe^ he wel that alle they that 24 

were marked with the crosse were assygned that day to 
be receyued in to heuen with glorye & crowne of marter- 
dom, & that it apperteyned not to Charles to prolonge 
theyr helthe. wherfore he is wel symple that wyl put 28 
hym in payne to eschewe the passage of whyche he is 
not maystre. 

% Of feragus the merueyllous geaunt, how he 
bare alwaye wyth hym the barons of fraunce 32 
wyth out daunger, & how Ex)ullaii(i' faught 
wyth hym : capitulo xj. 

, * 1 iiij. ' 1 iiy, col. 2. 
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A 



Fter that aygolawt was slayn, & Furre, & many 
kynges sarasyns as tofore is wryton, ttie tydynges 



cam to the admyral of babylowne, the which had a The Amir of 

Babylon sends 

4 geant moche tenyble, that was of the generac^n of Fermgus, a mar- 
golias, & he made hym to be accompanyed with xx M 
turkes moche strong, and? sente hym for to fyght ayenst 
Charles themperour. For hys puyssaunce was redoubtecJ 

8 thurgh the world, & the sayd feragus cam vnto the cyte 
of vagyere, nygh to saynt lames, bytwene cristendom 
& hethenes, & sent to Charles that he shold come to to fight agaUwt 

Charles, 

tyght ayenst hym. This geant was moche meruayllous, 
12 For he doubted neyther spere ne swerde, ne arowe, ne 
other shotte. And he hacJ the strengthe of xl ^myghty 
men and! stronge. Anone as Charles knewe the tydynges 
of hys comyng*, he went to hym and was vpon his 
16 watche nygh by vagyere. "Whan thys was knowen this 

geaunte yssued? oute of the towne, and? demaunded syn- He challenges any 

1 , /-ii. 1 -I • 1 French knight. 

guler persone ayenst a persone. Charles, whiche neuer 

ha<J refusecJ that to persone, sente to hym Ogyer the charies sends 

«/\ 1 -1 1 1 1 1 11 Oglertomeethim, 

20 aanoys. but whan the geant sawe hym allone on the 
felde, without makyng* of ony semblaunte of warre, he 
came allone to hym, & took hym wyth one hande & ^a* Ferragus 

takes him under 

put hym vnder hys arme, wythoute doynge to hym ony his arm and 
24 harme, and! bare hym vnto hys lodgys, and? dyd? do put 

hym in pryson, and? made nomore ardoo to here hym, carries him off, 

as a wolf would a 

than dooth a wulf to here a lytel lambe. The heyght iamb, 
of thys geaunt was of twelue cubytes : he hacJ the face 
28 a cubyte brode, the nose a palme longe, the armes & 
thyes four cubytes long*. The backe of his hand was 
thre palmes longe. After that Ogyer was borne thus 
awaye, Charles sente raynold? daulbepyn. whan Feragus ciiaries then 

Oft -ii-it it-1 1 sends Bajrnold, 

32 sawe hym, he bare hym a-waye as lyghtly as the other, and he also is 
Charles was abasshed? and sent tweyne other, that is to 
wete, constayn of Rome, & therle hoel. This geauwt ThenConstayn 

and Hoel are sent, 

took that one wyth^ the ryght honde an<J that other 
* 1 iiy, back. * orig, wyght. 
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but Femgas 
oarries them off, 
0D« in each hand. 



Roland aaks leave 
to light the giant. 



Charles reluct- 
antly gives his 
consent. 

Ferragos lifts 
Roland ap with 
one hand, and 
lays him on his 
horse before him. 



Roland, by an 
effort, overthrows 
thegiaak- 



Roland kills the 
Saraoen's horse. 



and wonnds 
Ferragos in the 
arm. 



in tlie Ijfb honde, and bare them ^bothe tweyne in-to 
pryson in to hys lodgyng*, that euery man myght see. 
yet after charles sent other tweyne, and semblably they 
were bothe borne away wythoute ony wythstandyng or 4 
contradyctyon. whan Charles saw the feet of this man, 
he was al abasshec}, & durst nomore sende ony persone. 
For no man myght resyste hym. Eoulland, whyche 
was prynce of al thexcersyte of .Charles, was euyl con- 8 
fente of thys that the geaunt was vyctoryous, & came 
to Charles and? presented hym self for to goo fyght wyth 
hym, but charles wold not graunte hym. At the last, 
by force, he was constrayned to gyue to hym lycence, 12 
& Eoulland made hym redy, and cam tofore Feragus; 
but anone he was taken and reteyned wyth hys ryght 
hande lyke the other, and the geaunt layed hym tofore 
hym on hys hors. whan Eolland sawe that he was 16 
taken & borne awaye soo vylaynsly he took a grete* 
courage in hym self, and called the name of Ihesus to 
help, & to be in hys ayde, and tomed hym ayenst 
Feragus, and took hym by the chynne, and made to 20 
ouerthrowe fro hys hors, & fyl to the grounde, and 
rolland also. And after anone they arose, and eueryche 
took hys owne hors. Roulland, whyche was moche 
habyle and courageous, drewe •hys swerde durandal 24 
and came ayenst the geaunt, and gaf soo grete a stroke 
on the Paynyms hors that he carf hym a-sondre in the 
myddes, and the paynyni fyl to the erthe. Feragus, 
beyng euyl contente for hys hors that was dede, took 28 
hys swerde for to smyte Rolland, & had slayne hym 
wyth the stroke yf he had attayned hym ; but assone 
as he lyfbe vp hys arme for to haue smyton Rolland, 
Roulland auaunced hym self and smote the geant ypon 32 
the arme, with whiche he helde hys swerde, suche a 
stroke, that hys swerde fyl to the grounde; wherof 
Feragus had grete despyte and supposed to haue smyten 



> 1 iiy, back, col. 2. 
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hym wyth hys fyste, but he attayned rollandes hors in RoUnd'a horse !■ 
suche wyse that he slewe hym. Thus were they bothe 
two on fote, whyche wythoute swerd begynnen to fyght 
4 wyth theyr fystes and? wyth stones contynuelly, tyl the 
houre of none: wherfore they bothe were wery, and Being both weary, 

they leave oflf 

took tryews to-gyder by one acorde vnto the mome, fighting for the 

day. 

and that they shold fyght wythout spere and? wythoute 
8 hors : and here vpon eche of them went vn-to hys 
lodgys. 

% How on the morne roUand' and' Feragus 

foughten & dysputeden the fayth, and by 

12 what ^moyen Feragus was slayn by Roul- 

land' : capitulo xij 

THe next day folowyng^ eriy, Holland and Feragus Next moniing the 
came to the felde of the bataylle. The geaunt 
16 brought hys swerde moche grete, but it was nothynge 

worth, for roUand made prouysyon of a grete staffe or Roland takes with 

him only a great 

clubbe, ry3t longe wytn whyche he smote the geaunt ; stair, 
but he myght nowher hurte hym. Ss also he smote 
20 hym with grete stones and rounde, & coude in noo 
wyse hurte. ne entre in-to hys flesshe. And in this 
maner they cessyd not to fyght tyl the houre of myd- 
day. The geaunt was wery, and demaunded tryews of At noon Ferragus 

is tired, and 

24 Eolland for to slepe and reste hym a lytel. Holland wishes to sleep a 
was contente, and was so noble and so valyaunt, that 
whan the geaunt was layed he went and fette a grete Roland makes 

him comfortable. 

stone and layed it vnder hys heed, to the ende that he 
28 myght the better slepe and reste at hys ease. And 
after that he had a lytel slepte, & that he was awaked, 
he satte vp. And the noble Eolland came and sat by 
hym and sayd to hym : "I meruaylle moche of thy 
32 feat, How thou art so stronge and so terry ble that thou He asks him how 
mayst not be hurt ne wouwded in thy body by swerd, by any means 

wound him. 

' 1 y, ool. 2. 
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Fmngxu tells him 
that he la vulner- 
able only in the 
naveL 



The Saracen 
inquires about 
the doctrines of 
Christianity. 



Boland tells him. 



and how that all 
that are baptised 
shall be saved. 



Ferragns proposes 
to settle the ques- 
tion of religion by 
arms. 



ne by staffe, ne by stones, ne in^ *iioo wyse." The- 
geaiint, wbich spake spaynyssh, sayd to hym : " I may 
not be slayn, but by the nauell." whan Rollan(J herde 
that he made semblaunte that he vnderstood hym not. 4 
After Feragus demaiinded hym what was hys name, 
an(} of what lygnage he was. EoUand saydl to hym : 
'^ I am named Eolland, and am neuew of charles, the 
ryght myghty Emperour." & Feragus asked? of hym 8 
what lawe he helde. Holland ansuered : " I holde the 
cristen fayth by the grace of god." Feragus sayd : 
" what fayth is that, and who hath gyuen it 1 " to 
whyche Roulland ansuerd : " It is trouthe y* after god 1 2 
almy3ty had made heuen and erthe, and our fyrst fader 
adam, which was dysobeyssaunt to hys commaunde- 
ments; the world was Juged here in erthe wythoute 
hauyng* of beatytude, ne of felycyte : and long tyme 16 
after the sone of god, the second persone of the Trynyte, 
remembred hym of the valure of the soule, the whiche 
is gyuen to euery persone, and descended fro heuen and 
took our humanyte and suffred greuous passyon of 20 
paynes. And he beyng* in thys world hath gyuen en- 
seygnements and stably ssed constytucyons for to saue 
vs, & pryncypally who byleueth in hym. & in hys 
werkes parfyghtly, and that he be baptysed. After thys 24 
^mortel lyf he shal be saued in heuen : and, loo ! thys 
is the fayth that I holde, in the which I wyl deye." 
And after that Feragus had made to hym many ques- 
tyons in the fayth, and that Eolland had ansuerd to 28 
hym honourably in euery poynte, Feragus said in this 
manere: "thou art crysten, and wylt maynteno the 
fayth of whyche thou hast spoken, and I am a paynym, 
& holde for my god Mahoun. who of vs tweyne that 32 
shal be vanquysshed & ouercome, late hys lawe be 
holde for nought and of noo valewe, and the fayth of 
hym that is vyctoryous late it be holden for good & 



arig. im. 



' 1 V, back. 
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trewe, and that it be entyerly kepte and obseruetJ." 

The valyaunt Eollandl was contente ryght wel, & ac- Roland agrees, 
cepted hys langage. tbenne ecbe of them was redy to 

4 fyght. Anone EollancJ came to bym, and? Feragus lyf t The flRht is 

xenewed. 

vp bys arme for to smyte Eollanci mocbe malycyously, 
and Eoulland sawe the stroke come vpon bym, and 
for to voyde it be lannced bys. staffe ayenst the swerde, 
8 and wyth the stroke the staffe was cutte asondre; and Roland's stair is 
tbere-wytbal the geannt ranne to Rolland and bad bym 
doun vnder bym. Rolland, consyderyng* that be mygfit 
not flee ne escape, be called in bys bert deuoutely the 
12 name of Ibesus, and yelded bym to god & ^to the 

vyrgyn marye : & be anon reprysed sucbe strengthe &• bat by a great 

eflbrt he gets the 

my^t that he aroos a lytel, & myghtyly repugned the giant under him 
geaunte, in sucbe manere that be brought the geaunte 
16 vnder bym, and tbenne mocbe quyckly and subtylly be 

sete bande on hys swerde, and pryched bym in the and stabs Mm in 

the navel. 

nauyll therwytb, & anone after aroos, and fledde al that 
be my3t to thoost of cbarles. Anone as feragus felte 

20 bym self hurt in that place, be cryed so bye & lowde, 
that alle they that were in that place were aferd & 
abassbed of bys crye, & be sayd : " Mahommet, my 
god, to whom T baue gyuen my fayth, come & socour 

24 me, for thou seest wel that I dye, and tarye noo lenger.** 

with that bydous voys the sarasyns camen to bym and The Saracens bear 
bare hym awaye in theyr ames the best wyse they ^"^"-'- 
coude vnto bys lodgys ; and by that tyme rolland was 

28 comen alle bool and sauf vnto Cbarles. And forthwyth charies assaults 

the town, 

the crysten men went Impetuously vpon the Sarasyns 
that bare Feragus, and entred in to the cyte, and so takes it and 
mocbe dyd that the geaunt was dede, and after came 
32 in to the pryson valyauntly, and took out Ogyer, releases his 

^^ knights. 

Eegnault, Constantyn, Hoel, and the other prysonners, 

» 1 vi. 
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TheUngtof 
CiordoTa tnd 
Seville deQr 
Charley 

who marches 
againat tiiem. 



The Saracens, by 
a atratagem, 



fHffhton the 
horses of the 
Frenchmen, 
and put them to 
ffight. 

Charles devises a 
remedy. 



and the battle is 
renewed next 
day. 



Of the standard 
of the Saracens. 



% How Charles went to Cor-Mube, where the 
kjng of the same place and' the kyng' 
of Cybylle abode, for their destructyon : 
ca. xiij 4 

AFter thys aforesayd, the kyng* Corbude and the 
kyng* of Cybylle sent to Charles that he shold 
come to cordabe for to fyght. Anone as charles knewe 
it, he came thyder wyth all hys puyssaonce. And 8 
whan they were nygh for tassemble in bataylle, the 
sarasyns maa() a moche subtyl and wylde thynge. For 
tofore the Sarasyns that were on horsback they hadi 
ordeyned men on fote, whyche had vysieres counter- 12 
feyted all black & rede, horned^ and herded lyke 
deuylles, for to deceyue the crysten men ; and euery che 
of these foot men bare in hys honde a lytel belle. And 
at thentre of the bataylle they began to sowne and 16 
make suche a bruyt, that assone as the horses of the 
crysten men sawe them so counterfayted and sowne 
their bellys, so Impetuously they began to flee, disrenge 
& to be aferde, in suche maner that no man might holde 20 
theyr horses, but by force they must flee and wythdrawe 
them. Charles deuysed a remedye, and on the mome 
he blynfelde the horses and couerd theyr eyen wyth 
clothes, And stopped theyr eres, to the ende that they 24 
shold not see ne ^here the sarasyns dysguysed & coun- 
trefayted. And whan they came to bataylle in this 
manere they spared not, but slewe doun ryght, & put 
the sarasyns to deth tyl mydday ; but yet they were 28 
not al vaynquysshed, For they had a carte myghty and 
grete for to resyste and make grete empesshement to 
theyr enemyes. And this engyne was drawen wyth 
viij oxen in the warre, & ther-vpon* stode oni hye the 32 
standard of theyr ensygne. & theyr custome was that 
on payne of deth noo persone, shold retorne, ne goo 
* 1 yj, col. 2. ' 1 vi, back. * orig. thre-vpon. 
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abaek for no thyng as long as the standard stode vp- 
rjght. berof Charles was euformedf, wherfore moche 
puyssauiitly he rode thurgh the sarasyns tyl he came to 
4 the standard, and with Jojouse hys swerde he smote it ohnriea himMii 

_ eata dowu the 

asondro; and anoue as the sarasyns sawe that they standard, 

^ - and tho SanusMia 

fledde, Ss mony of y* paynyms were slayn and dede. flee. 

& on the ^ome after the towne was delyuerd vnto The town u taken, 

^ _ and all who will 

o Charles by the lord of the toun,^ whyche ooude not not become 

Christians pat to 

xesyste hym, & charles was content to lete bym haue death, 
hys lyf yf he wold be baptysed, and also the toun fo* 
to holde it of hym and none otherwyse. And thenne 

12 charlos ordeyned in spayne certayn of hys barons to 
kepe it, in suche wyse, that none durst assaylle it, ne 
maki to it warre. For he was ^alwaye vyctoryous of 
his tnemyes by the puyssaunce that he ledde, and also 

16 by dyscrecyon of hys persone, and pryncypally by the 
grace of god, whyche faylled not in him and in hys 
subgettes. 

^ How the chyrch^ of Saynt lames was 

20 halowed by tharchebysshop Turpyn, & the 

chyrches of spayne subgettes therto, and' 

of other pryncjrpal chyrches : capitulo xiiij 

CHarles the noble emperour, after that he had 
put and sette good estate and good warde in 
spayne, he went to saynt lames wyth fewe people, charies goes to 

St. James, 

And whan he was there^ suche cristen men as he there and makes regu- 
lations for the 
fond he rewarded them, & dyd to them moche good, churoh: 

28 and he punysshed suche as were apostates, & other 
maner of peple, suche as he fonde vntryewe and dys- 
obeysaunte to holy chyrche, he lete slee and put to deth, 
or he sente theym in to fraunce to do penaunce, and 

32 bannysshed them. And thenne thonigh al the cytees appoints ushovi 

*' and numastmriea, 

of spayne he ordeyned bysshops, relygyous, and other 

* orig. tonn. ' 1 yi» back, col. 2. 
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peple of the chyrche, & made many constytncyons,^ 
synodals, and other ordynaunces yp-on the chyrche, and 
vpon other peple. And in thonour of saynt ^ lames he 
and ordaini that made constytiicyons, and Insty tuled that al the bysshops, 4 

all the bishops of 

Spain shau be prynccs, and? kynges dwellyng* in spayne, sholcJ all be 

sabject to the 

bishop of St. subget to the bysshop of saynt lames, and al they shold 
owe to that chyrche fydelyte, wyth al the peple of the 
londe of galyce. And accordyng* to the same the arche- 8 
bisshop Turpyn wryteth in thys manere : " And I, 
Turpyn, archebysshop of Kaynes, was in the same place, 
where the ordenaunces aforesayd were maad. And I, 
accompany ed wyth ix honourable bysshops & of good 12 
lyf, at the requeste and postulacyon of Charles in the 

Turpinoonse- moneth of luyl, haue halo^ed, dedycated, blessyd, and 

crates the Churoih 

of St. James. consecrated the chyrche of saynt lames, & the anlter of 

the same. And after thenne the kynge Charles gaf al 16 
the londe of spayne & of galyce to that chyrche, And 

Charles appoints after ordeyned y* euery hous of spayn and galyce shold 

tithes to the gyiic to the chyrche of saynt lames iiij pens of the 
* money corraunt for annuel' trybute. And by the 20 

moyen therof they shold be franke and free of seruy- 
tude. And for the honour of saynt lames he estab- 
lysshed that the chyrche of the sayd place shold be 
sayd apostolyque for thexaltacion of the place. And 24 

and orders that more ouer, that the bysshopryches and specyal dygny te 

all consecrations «n o ^ i 

and coronations 01 allc spayue <fc 01 galyce, *and semblably the coro- 

shall talce nlace 

there. nacions of kynges of al the contre, shold be crowned <fe 

sacred by the bysshop of saynt lames, al in lyke wyse 28 
as it hath been tofore doon in Asye in the place of 
ephesym, for the honour of holy Saynt lohan theuan- 
gelyst, brother of saynt lames, and sone of Zebedee. & 

The body of St. thus Saynt lohan was lodged in the ryght syde. And 32 

John is deposited ct , -r -i-ii .■!■•/» i rm 

on the right side, oayut lames, hys brother, m the lyfte syde. Thenne 
James on the left, was accomplisshed the peticyon of their moder and of 

' orig. constytuoyous. ' 1 vy. ' arig, amuel. 

* 1 vy, col. 2. 
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hyr two sones, gloryouse frendes of our lord Ihesu 
Cryst, whan she desyrecJ that hyr two sones shold? sytte, 
one on the ryght syde, and that other on the lyfte, 
4 whyche was thenne accomplysshed? and termynecJ. & 
therfore in the world ben thre syeges and chyrches Thu« the three 

. ■ , chief oharohes in 

pryncypal, whyche crysten men by ryght owen texalte, the world are 
deflfende and mayntene wyth all theyr myght. IF That Ephesus, *' 
8 is to wete, the chyrche of Eome, The chyrche of Ephe- "^^s'-^""*'^ 
sym of saynt lohan the euangelyst, And the chyrche of 
Saynt lames in galyce. And yf ony demaunded the 
cause of these thre places and syeges pryncipal of cris- 

12 tyente, the cause is ynough apparente. These thre 
places ben honoured pryncypally by cause the synners 
may haue theyr recours to them, for tamende theyr 
lyues, and put ^awaye theyr synnes, & obteyne pardon 

16 and forgyuenes. Fyrst these iij appostles, that is to say, 

Saynt Peter, Saynt Johan, & saynt James, haue pro- because st. peter, 

1 -h n jT 1 • 1 /» Ti ^N St. John, and St. 

ceded all the other in the companye of Jhesu Cryst James were the 
whan he was in thys world, & haue ben called to hys Apoettee. 

20 secretes, and that haue moost contynued wyth hym. 
Thus by good ryght, the places in whyche they haue 
conversed and contynued theyr lyues, and where theyr 
bodyes resten, oughten to be honoured and to be 

24 habundaunt in grace. IF Pryncypally, saynt Peter was The church of 

Rome is the head, 

the fyrst and moost hye, & preched at Eome, and there because there st* 
was martred & buryed ; Therfor the chyrche of Eome 
is enhaunced & exalted aboue al other chyrches. & 
28 after saynt Johan, whyche sawe the secretes of god in 

his souper, & in ephesym he made the gospel * In Ephefus is next, 

because there St. 

principio erat verbum & cetera,* And by his holy John wrote his 
prechyng* hath conuerted thynfydellys to the holy 
32 crysten fayth. And also saynt James, whyche had and the church of 

St. James is third. 

grete payne in spayne and in galyce, for the honour of 
god as wel for hys holy lyf, for hys myracles, as for hys 
marterdom and hys sepulture, by good ryght ought the 
memoiye of them to be thorugh the vnyuersal world." 

' 1 vy, back. 
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^% The second' parte of the thyrd book con- 
teyneth x chapytres, & speketh of the 
treason made by ganellon, and* of the deth 
of the pyeres of Fraunce. 4 

^ How the treason was comprysed* by Ganel- 
lon, and of the deth of crysten men, & 
how ganellon is repreuyd by thauctour: 
capitido primo 8 

IN this tytne were in Cezarye two kynges earasyns 
moche myghty, that one was namecl marfurriuA, and! 
thkt other bellegandus, his brother, whyche were 
bTreaiS^siib- sente by thadmyral of babylonne in to spayne, the 12 
mit to Charles. ^^ jche Were vnder kynge Charles, & made to hym synge 
of loue an<J of snbgectyon, and went by hys cominaunde- 
ment holyly and vnder the shadowe of decepcyon. 
Themperour, seyng that they were not crysten, and for 16 
Charles sends to gete seygnourye oner them, he sente for ganellon, iu 
requiring them to whome he ha3 fyaunce, that they slioldl doo baptyse 
pay tribute.*" them, or ellys that they sholct sende to hym trybute in 

sygne of fydelyte of their contre. Ganellon, the traytre, 20 
went thyder an($ dy($ to them the message, and after 
that he had with them many deceynable wordes, they 
The sancens send sento hym ageyn to charles wyth yxy hors laden with 
Charles, and In- gold <fe syluer, Wyth clothes of sylke, ^ancJ other 24 

for to gyue to the men of Warre for to drynke ; & also 
they sente, aboue thys, to them a thousand fayr wymmen 
sarasyns, in grete poynte and yonge of age : And al thys 28 
in sygne of loue and of obeyssaunce. and after they 
bribes, to promise gaf to ganellon XX hors charged wyth gold and syluer, 
French amy. sylkss, and Other precyosytees, that by hys moyen he 

shold brynge in to theyr hondes the oompanyd of 32 
charles yf he myght doo it. 

' 1 vij, back, col. 2. « 1 viij. 
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Thenne ganellon was surprysed wyth thys fals 
auaryce, whycli consumetli alle the swetenes of charyte 
that is in persones, for to haue gold or syluer & other 
4 rychesses, Ss made a pacte and conenaunte wyth the Ganeion bargains 

to betray Charlea 

sarasyns for to betraye hys lordf, hys neyghbours, & andhisfeUow 
crysten brethem, & aware that he wold not faylle them ^^ 
of thenterpryse ; but I meraeylle moche of ganellon, 
8 which made thys treason, wythoute to haue^ cause 
coloured? ne Juste. 

IF wycked Ganellon, thou were comen of noblesse, The author'! re- 
& thou hast doon a werke vylaynnous : thou were ryche for hu treachery, 

12 & a grete lord, and for money thou hast betrayed thy 
mayster. Emonge alle other thou were chosen for to 
goo to y® sarasyns for grete trust : emonge al the other, 
and for the fydelyte that was thought in ^the, thou 

16 hast consented to trayson, and allone hast comm3rsed 
Infydelyte. Fro whens cometh thyn Inyquyte, but Of 
a fals wylle plunged in thabysme of auarycel Thy for which he had 

no reason bat 

naturel souerayn lord, Eoulland, Olyuer, & the other, avarice, 

20 what haue they doon to the 1 yf thou haue a wycked 

hate ayenst one persone, wherfore consentest thou to 

destroye thynnocentes 1 was there noo persone that thou 

louedest whan to al crysten men thou hast ben tray tre ) 

24 was there ony reason in the^ whan thou hast ben capy- 

tayn ayenst the fayth ) what auayleth the prowesse that 

thou hast made in tyme passed, whan thyn ende shew- 

eth that thou hast doo wyckednes 1 fals auaryce, and 

28 ardeur of concupiscence ! he is not the fyrst that by the which had rained 

80 many. 

is comen to myscheyf . by the Adam was to god dys- 
obeysaunt, and the noble cyte of Troye the graumle put 
to Yttre ruyne and destructyon. Thus in thys manere 
32 ganellon brought gold and syluer, wyn, wymmen, and Qaneion presents 

o o the presents to 

other lychesses, as tofore he had enterprysed. Whan charies, 
charles sawe al this, he thought that al way doon in who luis into th« 

trap* 

good entent and equyte and wy thout barat. The grete 
> ariff, hane. ' 1 yiy, ool. 2. 
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He takes the gold lordes & knyghtes toke the wyn for them, and cliarles 

and silver himselfi 

and gives the took ohely the gold and syluer, & the moyen people 

knights. took the hethen wymmen. Themperour ^gaf consente 

to the wordes of ganellon, For he spake moche wysely, 4 

and wrought in suche wyse that charles and alle hys 

Charie8,per- hoost passed the porte of Cezarye; for ganellon dyd 

suaded by Gane- 

Ion. sends his hym to vnderstonde that the kynges aforesayd wold 

homewards. 

become crysten and be baptysed, and swere fydelyte to 8 
the emperour; And anone sent his peple tofore, and 
he came after in the ryere warde, & had sente EouUand 
& Olyuer & the moost specyal of hys subgettes wyth a 
thousand fyghtyng* men, and were in Eouncyuale. 12 

Marsnriosand Theime the kynges Marfuryus & Bellegandus, after 

an ambush in the couTiceyl of ganellon, wyth f yfty thousand sarasyns 
noesv es, ^^^^ hydde in a wode, abydyng & awaytyng the frenssh 

men, & there they abode ij dayes and two nyghtys, & 16 
deuyded theyr men in two partyes. In the first they 
put XX M sarasynz, and in that other they put xxx 
thousand sarasyns. IF In the vaunte garde of charles 

which fuis on the Were XX thousaud crysten men, whyche anone were 20 
assaylled wyth xx thousand sarasyns, and maad warre 
in suche wyse that they were constrayned to withdrawe 

The fight lasts all them ; For fro the momyng vnto the houre of tyerce 

day 

they seaced not to fyght and smyte on them, wherfore 24 
the crysten men were moche wery, and had nede to 
reste theym. Neuertheles, they ^dronken wel of the 
good swete wyn of the sarasyns moche largely, And 
At niRht the after many of them that were dronke went & laye by 28 
get drunk on the the wymmcu sarasyuoys, & also wyth other that they 
had brought oute of fraunce, wherfore the wylle of god 
was that they shold al be dede, to thende that their 
martyrdom & passyon myght be the cause of theyr 32 
Then 80.000 Sara- saucyou & purgyng of their synne. For anone after 

»n8 tail on them. 

the thyrty thousand sarasyns cam that were in the 

second batayl vpon the frenssh men soo Impetuovsly 

* 1 viij, back. * 1 viij, back, col. 2. 
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that they were al dede and slayn, Except Eotdlan(}, and Biayaii except 

_,- omi min i 1.11 Boland, Thierry, 

oanldouyn, & Tnyerry. The other were slayn and dede and Baldwin. 

with speres: somme slayn, somme Tosted, and other 
4 quartred, and submysed to many tormentes. And whan 

thys dyscomfyture was doon, Ganellon was with charles, 

and also tharchebysshop Turpyn, whych knewe nothyng 

of this werke so soroufnl, sauf onely the traytre, whyche 
8 supposed that they alle had be destroyed and put to 

deth. U Of the languysshe that was comynge to Charles, 

he wyste not, how sone it was comyng*. 

% Of the deth of kyng Marforius, and' how 
12 Roulland' was hiirt wyth foure speres mor- 
tally after that al his peple were slayn : 
capitulo : ij 

I He bataylle, as I haue sayd tofore, was moche 
sharpe. whan RoUand, whyche was moche wery, 
retomed he recountred in hys waye a sarasyn 
moche fyers & blacke as boy lied pytche, and anone he Roland captures 

a Saracen, 

took hym at thentre of a wode <^ bonde hym to a whom be ties to 

20 tree straytely, wythoute doyng< to hym ony more harme, 

and after took and rode vpon an hylle for to see the 

boost of the sarasyns, And the crysten men that were 

fledde : & saw grete quantyte of paynyms. Wherfore 

24 anone he sowned and blewe his home of yuorye moche 

lowde. And wyth that noyse cam to hym an hundred 

crysten men wel arayed and habylled wythoute moo. 

And whan they were come to hym he retorned to the 

28 sarasyn that was bounde to the tree. And Roulland 

helde hys swerd ouer hym, sayeng that he shold deye, and afterwards 

compels to point 

yf he shewed to hym not clerely the kyng Marfuryus, out to him Mar- 
& yf he so wold do he shold not deye. The sarasyn 
32 was contente, and sware, that he shold gladly do it for 
to saue his lyf ; & soo he brought hym wyth hym vnto 

^ mj. 
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ALL THB FRBNOH ABK KILLED BXGIEPT THREB. [m. it 9, 



TheSaraoen 
points out Mar> 
rariai^ 



whom Roland 
killB. 



The Saracens fly 
before him. 



All the French 
are killed, except 
three. 



BelleganduB and 
his men fly. 



the place where they sawe the paynyms, and shewed to 
Eolland Whyche was the kyng, whyche rode vpon a 
lede hors, Ss other certeyn tokenes. And in thys poynt 
Eoullandy reconfermed in hys strengthe, trustyng< 4 
^yeryly in the myght of god and in the name of Ihesus, 
as a lyon entred in to the bataylle, & emonge them he 
enconntred a sarasyn whyche was gretter than ony 
of the other, & gaf to hym so grete a stroke wyth 8 
durandal ypon the hede that he clefte hym & hys hors 
in two partes^ that the one parte went on one syde Ss 
that other on the other syde. wherfore the sarasyns 
were soo troubled and ahasshed of the myght and pnys- 12 
saonce of Eolland, that they alle fledde tofore hym, & 
thenne abode the kynge Marfuryus wyth a fewe folke. 
Thenne rolland sawe thys kyng*, And wy thoute fere came 
to hym and put hym to deth Incontynewt. And alle 16 
the hondred crysten men that were wyth Eoulland in 
thys recountre were dolorously slayn & put to deth, 
Except onely baulduyn and Thyerry, whyche for fere 
fledde in to the wode. But after that Eolland had 20 
slayn kyng* Marfuryus he was sore oppressyd, & in 
suche wyse deteyned that wyth foure grete speres he 
was smyton and wounded mortally, & beten with 
stoones, and hurte wyth dartes and other shotte mor- 24 
tally. And not withstondyng these greuous hurte & 
woundes, yet, maulgre al the sarasyns, he sprange out 
of the bataylle, and saued hym self the best wyse he 
myght. ^Bellegandus, broder of Marfuryus, doubtyng 28 
that helpe Ss ayde shold come to the crysten people^ 
retomed in to another contreye*, wyth hys peple moche 
hastely. And themperour Charles had thenne passed 
the montayne of Eoncyuale, and knewe nothyng of 32 
these thynges afore sayd, ne what had be doon. 



' m j, col. 2. 
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% How Rolland deyed' holyly, after many mar- 
tyres & orysons made to god ful deuoutely, 
& of the complaynte maad' for hys swerde 
4 durandal: capitulo iij 

EOlland the valyaunt, and champyon of the crysten 
fayth, was moche sorouful of the crysten men, by 
cause they had! noo socours ; he was moche wery, Roland, aithongh 
8 gretely abasshed, <S; moche affeble<$ in hys persone, for byioMofbiood, 
he had lost moche of his blode by his foure mortal 
woundes, of whyche the leste of them was suffysaunt 
for hym to haue deyed, and he hacJ grete payne to gete 
12 hym oute fro the sarasyns for to haue a lytel com- 
memoracion of god tofore or the soule shold? departe 
fro his body, so moche he enforced? hym, that he came struggles nearly 

to Saragossai 

to the fote of a montayne, nygh to the porte of Cezarye, 
16 and? brought hym self nygh to a rocke ryght by Eon- 

cyuale, vnder a tree in a fayr medowe. whan he sat where he Hes 

down. 

down ^on the grounde he behelde his swerde, the best 

that euer was^ named durandal, whyche is as moche to 

20 say as gyuyng an hard stroke, whyche was ryght fayr 

& rychely made : the handle was of fyn beryle, shynyng* He looks with 

grief on Durandal^ 

meruallously ; on hye it had a fayre crosse of gold, in 
the which was wryton the name of Ihesus. It was so 
24 good & fyn, that sonner shold the arme faylle than the 
swerde. he took it out of y® shethe & sawe it shyne 
moche bryght, and by cause it shold chaunge his maister 
he had moche sorowe in his hert, and wepyng, he sayd and weeping, 

bids it fkrewelu 

28 in thys maner pytously : IT " swerd of valure, the 
fayrest that euer was, thou were neuer but fayr, Ne 
neuer fonde I the but good : thou art long* by mesure ; 
Thou hast be so moche honoured, that alwaye thou 

32 barest with the the name of the blessyd Ihesus, sauyour 
of the world, whyche hath endowed the wyth the power 
of god. who may comprehende thy valure 1 Alas 1 
I"* * m j, back, col. 2. 
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Bobmdimunts who shal haue the after mel wlio somener hath the 
DmndaL shal neuer be vaynquysshed, alwaye he shal haue good 

fortune. Alas ! what shal I more ouer say for the, 
good swerde 1 many sarasyns haue ben destroyed by 4 
the ; thynfydels and myscreauntes haue ben slayn by 
the; the name of god is exalted by the; by the is 
made the path of ^sauement. 0, how many tymes 
haue I by the auenged thyniuiye made to god ! 0, 8 
how many men haue I smyton and cutte a-sondre by 
the myddle ! 0, my swerde, whyche hast ben my com- 
fort and my Joye, whych neuer hurtest persone that 
myght escape fro deth ! O, my swerde, yf ony persone 12 
of 1100 value shold haue the & I knewe it, I shold deye 
Determined that for sorowe.'' After that Eollaud had wepte ynough, he 
^Xr^ had fere that somme paynym myght f ynde it after hia 

deth, wherfore he concluded ^ in hym seK to breke it, 16 
tries to break it and toke it & smote it ypon a rocke wyth alle hys 
myght iij tymes wythoute hurtyng* ony thynge the 
but Durandai swerde, and clefte the rocke to therthe, and coude in no 

cleaves the roclc 

without harm to wyse breke the swerde. Whan he sawe the f acyon and 20 

itself. 

coude do nomore therto, he took his home, whyche was 
of yuorye moche rychely made, and sowned & blewe it 
moche strongely, to the ende that yf there were ony 
crysten men hydde in the wodes or in the waye of 24 
theyr retournyng*, that they shold come to hym tofore 
they wente ony ferther, and to fore he rendred hys 
Roland blows his sowlc. Thenno, scyug* that none came, he sowned it 

ivory horn so hard _ . „ * , i, -r . i ^f^ 

that it breaks, agcyu by soo grete force and vertu, and so Impetuously, 28 
that the home roof a sondre in the myddle, and the 

and the veins of Yaynes of hys necke braken a sondre, and the 'synewes 
of his body stratcheden. And that noys or voys by the 
grace of god came to the eeres of Charles, whyche was 32 

Charles hears the eyght myle fro hym. The Emperour, heeryng the 

horn and recog- 

niMs it, home, he knewe wel that EoUand had blowen it, and 

wold haue retomed ageyn, but Ganellon, the traytre, 
■ m ij. ' orig. cenoluded^ * ni y» col. 2. 
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whyche knewe wel alle the fayt, dystoumed hym, in butGaneionper- 

■uades him that 

sayeng* that Rollaiid ha() bio wen his horne for somme BoUnd is hunt- 

inff 

"wylde beest that he chacetJ for his playsyr ; For ofte 
4 tyines he wold blowe hys home for lytel thynge, and 
that he shold? not doubte of nothyng*. IF And thus he 
dycJ the kynge to vnderstonde that he byleuecJ hym, 
and^ made none other semblaunte. Keuertheles, Eol- 
8 land, leyng* in thys sorowe, he peased hys woundes also 
wel as he myght, andf stratched^ hymself on the grasse Roland stretehM 

himaelf on the 

to the fresshenes for to forgete hys thurst, whyche was grasa. 
ouer greta 

12 IF Here vpon Banlduyn, hys brother, came vnto hym, Baldwin oomea to 
whyche was moche heuy andl sorouful for hys brother 
RouUand?, whyche was in that necessyte. And? anone 
EoullancJ saycJ to hym, "my frende and my brother, 

16 I haue so grete thurst that I must nedes deye yf I haue Roland asks for 

J - , water, but Bald- 

not drynke to as wage my thurst win can find non^ 

IF Baulduyn had grete payne in goyng* here and there, 

and * coude fynde no water, and came to hym ageyn & 

20 sayde he coude fynde none ; and in grete anguysshe he 

lepte^ on Eoullandes hors, and rode for to fetche charles, and ridea off to 

fotch Chailes* 

For he knewe wel that rolland was nyghe hys deth. 
Anone after came to hym Thyerry, due of Ardayne, 

24 whyche wepte vpon Eolland so contynuelly that he myjt 

not speke. but with grete payne Eolland confessyd hym Roland coniiMaea 
and dysposed hym of hys conscyence. neuertheles, that 
same day Eolland had receyued the body of our lord, 

28 For the custome was that the subgettes of Charles that 
day whyche they shold fyght were confessyd & comuned 
wythoute fayllyng by men of the chyrche, which alway 
were wyth them. Eolland, whyche knew hys ende by and knowing hu 

32 entyer contemplacyon, hys eyen lyfte vp to heuen, & 
hys hondes loyned, al stratched in the medowe, began 
to say thus : " Fayre lord god, my maker, my redemour, oommenda um- 

aelf toGod, 

sone of the gloryous moder of comforte, thou knowest . 
' m ij, back. ' orig, lefte 
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myn enteiicy[o]n, thoa knowest what I haue doon for 
pn^jioKiarflMCfj the boimte that is in the. by thy grete mercy of 
whycbe thoa art enuyroimed, by the grace whyche in 
^nn^Qm the haboondeth, by the meiyte of thy passyon, holy 4 
and bytter, with a good am) humble hert I requyre the 
y* tofore the thys day my {anl-^tes, synnea, and ygnor- 
avnoes may be pardoane<l to me, and take noo regarde 
to the trespaces that I haue doon to the ; but bdiolde 8 
that I deye for the, and in the fayth that thou hast 
oideyned. remembre that thou hengest on the tree of 
the crosse for the synnars, and so as thou hast redemed 
me» I beseche the that I be not lostei Alas ! my maker 12 
god omnypotent, wyth good wylle I departed oute of 
my contreye for to defende thy name, and for to mayn- 
andftrtiMdui- tene ciystendom. IT Thou knowest that I haue su&ed 

gen and troobles 

he iHM gone many anguysshes of hungre, of thurst, of hete, of colde, 16 

tiuoorii tot *^*^ 

Gkrtatiaiiniigtan. & many mortal woundes. And day and nyght to the, 
my god, I yelde me culpable ; I mysirust not thy mercy, 
thou art pyetous ; thoa art comen for the synnars ; thou 
pardonest maiye magdelene and the good theef on the 20 
crosse, by cause they retomed ynto the; they were 
synnars as I am ; lyke as they dyd I crye the mercy, 
& better yf I coude saye it. thou byheldest how Abra- 
ham was obeyssaunt to the of hys sone ysaac, wherfor 24 
he ferde moche the better ; byholde me how I am obe- 
dyent to the commaundements of the chyrche : I byleue 
in the, I lone the aboue all other, I loue my neyghbour. 

HepisTBtetiM % good lord, I beseche the to pardoune & forgyue 28 
aUe theym that thys day ben deed in ^my companye, 
& that they may be saued. Also, my maker, I requyre 
the to take hede of the pacyence of Job, for which he 
was moche the better, that I deye here for thurst, and 32 
am allone. I am wounded mortally, and may not helpe 
my self, and take in pacyence alle the sorowe that I 
8u£&e| and am therwyth content whan it pleaseth the. 
' m 1j, back, col. 2. ' m iij. 
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as al thys is trewe, pardone me, comforte my spyryte, 
receyue my soule, ancJ brynge me to reste perdurable." 
Whan Holland hac) prayed thus, he sette hys handes ThmheonMus 

his handi on his 

4 on hys body, holdyng^ hys flesshe, an<$ after sayc) thre hnut, 
tymes, IF '< £t in came mea videbo deum saluatorem 
menni," an<$ after layed his handes on hys eyen, and! 
sayd, <<Et ocnli isti conspectnri sunt, In thys 

8 flesshe that I holde I shal see my sauyour, an<$ these 

eyen shal beholde hym ; " and after he say<$ that he 

sawe thynges celestyal, whyche the eyen of mankynde 

myght not see, ne the eeres here, ne the hert thynke, 

12 the glorye whyche god hath maad ledy to them that 

loue hym; and in sayeng<, ''In manus tuas, domine, and saying, "into 

thy hands I com- 

commendo spiritnm metun," he layed hys armes vpon mendmyspiriv' 
hys body in maner of a crosse, & gaf and rendred hys 
16 soule to god the xvj kalehdes of JuyL 

^^ Of the yysyon of the deth of RouUand', 

and' of the sorowe of Charles, and' how 

he complayned' hym pyetously, & other 

20 maters: capitulo iiij 

He day that Eoulland the marter rendred hys "tim day that 
soule vnto god, I, Turpyn, archebysshop of Torpin, 
Raynes, was in the valeye of Rouncyuale, tofore 
24 charles the Emperour, and sayd masse for the soules was oeiebntiiig 

mass bsfon 

whyche were passed oute of thys world. And as I charies, 
was in the secrete of the masse I was rauysshed, and 
herde the aungellys of heuen synge and make grete 
28 melodye. And I wyst not what it myght be, ne wher- 

fore they soo dyd. And as I sawe the aungellys mounte and in the 

'secret 'I saw a 

in to henen on hye, I sawe comyng* a grete legyon of vision of black 

... spirits passing 

knyghtes, alle blacke, ageynst me, the whyche here a with great noiae^ 
32 praye, wherof they maad grete noyse and desraye. 
whan they were tofore me in passyng*, I sayd to them 

* m iij» ool. 2. 
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and I asked them 
who they were. 



and they told me 
of the deaths of 
M arsarios and 
Roland. 



And I told the 
Yiaion to Charlee, 



and, while I was 
speaking, came 
Baldwin, and told 
ns of the slaughter 
of our men. 



And Charles 
ordered the army 
to return, 



and he himself in 
flront found 
Roland dead. 



and he wept and 
lamented over 
him bitterly. 



ancJ demauTidec} who they^ were, & what they bare. 
One of the deuylles ansuerd & sayd, *we here the 
kyng Marfuryus In to helle, for long Brgoon he hath 
wel deserue(J It. Anc) Roullan^, your trompette, wyth 4 
Mychel thaimgel & many other in his companye, is 
brou3t in. to Joye perdurable to heuen.* And as the 
masse was fynysshecJ I ? recounted to charles the vysyon 
whyche I had seen, how thangellys of heuen bare the 8 
soule of Eoulland? in to paradys, & the deuylles bare 
the soule of a sarasyn in to helle. Thus, as I sayd 
these wordes, balduyn, whyche rode on Rollandes hors, 
cam hastely and said to charles how the crysten men 1 2 
were dede & bytrayed, ancJ how RollancJ was hurte, 
an(} in what estate he had lefte bym. Assone as he 
hacJ tolde thys, the crye was made thurgh thoost that 
euery man sholcJ retorne backe, & there was a grete 16 
bruyt. But themperour Charles, to whome thys mater 
touched at the hert more than to ony other, auauncecJ 
hym for to goo thyder ; an(J whan he came he fonde 
Holland expyretJ, hys hondes in crosse vpon hys vysage 20 
al stratcheA And? anone Charles fyl doun vpon hym, 
an<J began to wepe moche tenderly, smytyng* hym on 
his vysage, rendyng his clothes, & tormented hys body, 
& myght not speke a grete whyle. whan he was re- 24 
tomec) to hym self by ardeur of dylectyon and excercyte 
of sorowe, he sayd? in thys wyse : * comf orte of my 
body, honour of frenssh men, suerd of lustyce, spere 
that myght not bowe, hawberck that myght not be 28 
broken, helme of helthe, resemblyng^ to ludas^ mach^- 
beus in prowesse, samblant to sampson *in strengthe, & 
to Absalon in beaulte ! ryght dere neuew, layr & 
wyse, in batayl ryal ! destroyer of the sarasyns, de- 32 
fendour of crysten men, walle of clergy e, staffe to 
wydowes & of poure orphelyns, Releuer of chyrches, 



* orig, w hothey. ' m iij, back. 

* m iij, back, col. 2. 
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tonge of trouthe, Mouthe wythout lesyng*, trewe in al 
lugement, prynce of bataylle, conduytour of the frendes 
of god, Augmentour of the crysten fayth, & bjlo'ued 
4 of euery persone ! Alas ! why haue I brought the in And he lamented 

•^ ^ "^ J . , over himM David 

to a straunge contreye? wherfor am I not dede with* overAbeaiom, 
the? Eoullan(J, wherfor leuest thou me heuy & 
sorouful ? helas ! cay tyf that I am, what shal I doo "i 
8 Alas ! sorouful, whyther shal I gool I praye to almyghty 
gocJ that he conserue the ; I requyre thangellis of heuen 
that they be in thy companye ; I requyre the marters, 
of whom thou art of the nombre, y* they wyl receuye 

12 the in to the loye perdurable, alway I shal remembre 
the wepyng, alway I shal fele thy departyng, as dauyd 
dyd of natan Ss of absalon. Alas ! EoUand, thou goost 
in to lyf & loye perdurable, & leuest me in thys world 

16 sorouful. Thou art in heuen in consolacion, & I am in 
wepynges & tribulacions. Alle the world is euyl cow- 
tent of thy deth, Ss thangellys hath brou^t the in com- 
forte.' In thys manere and otherwyse Charles bewept 

20 and ^sorowed his neuew Eoullanc). Andl he made hys 
tentys to be sette vp there, for to lodge there al that 
nyght, & dyd doo make grete fyres and grete lyghtes 
for to watche the body of Koulland; & after he dyd and, after, caused 

his body to be 

24 do enoynte hys body with myrre & baulme and other embalmed, 
thynges aromatiques, for to conserue the body from euyl 
sauour; and his obsequyes were made, & hys entyer- 
ment with grete prayers, t)ffrynges, & almesses in grete 

28 contemplacion." 

% How Olyuer was founden slayn, and' of the 
deth of the sarasyns, & of the deth of 
ganellon, whyche was hydous : capitulo v 

32 1f"N the morne erly, charles came where the bataylle 

had been with his peple, and there they fonde the Next moming the 

noble Olyuer stratched oute in maner of a crosse, found, 

* orig. thith. * m iiij. 
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fluteiMdtoibar whycliB vas fastned to fonie stakes with iiij ooides & 

wUkm, 

waAtMjtd. sharply bounden, and fro the necke to the nayles or 

▼nglesjof his feet and handes he was flayn j he was al 
to-hewen, and shotte & hnrte wyth speres, sharp dartes, 4 
qnaiellys, & arowes, & heten wyth staues ; he was al 
to-f aisshed and broken, wherfore the crye of many of 
the crysten h^an to renewe for the hydous deth of 

caittiM Towv he Olyaer, and of many other, wherfore Charles ^ swore by 8 

will iwrer eeaae 

toihaiiMaTeiiged god almvcrhty that he wold nener ceese tyl that he had 

tiie death of bis ^ ^^ ^ * 

men. f oondon the satasyns, & forthwyth he went wyth his 

boost & noblessa and by cause that the paynyms were 
moche* ferre fro them, god shewed a fayr myracle; 12 

^yamiradethe For that Same day was prolonged thre dayes longe 

dey eontiniiee till 

heoTertakeethe wythout that the sonno remeued ony thynge. and they 
fonde the sarasyns by a ryuer named Ebra in Cezary^ 
whyche rested them, and ete & dranke at theyr ease, 16 
wythout doubtyng of ony thyng. and charles & hys 

ebyeiMMof people Came ypon them so Impetuously that in a litel 

them. 

whyle there were slayn iiij M sarasyns, and the other 
fledde & saued them sel£ Thenne themperour, seyng 20 
that he myght goo no ferther, retomed to rouncyuale. 
Then Cheriee And b^nn tenouyre ypon the f ay t of trayson, and who 

enqniree 1^10 WM 

the tnitor. had doon it, & what man. Thenne he was enf ormed 

that GkmeUon had made it, and that was the oomune 24 

Thierry eoeoeee oppynyon of them sllo. And emonge alle other Thyerry 
accused and appeled hym of the treason, and that he 
wold fyght in the quareL IT For Thyerry had know- 
leche by the sarasyn that roUand had bounden to a tree. 28 

csuutee appoints The kyng< charles ordeyned a knyght for ganellou, 

a knight to fight 

fcroaneioii. named pynable, to fy3t ayenst thyerry. And whan 
these ij champyons were in the lystes, 'anone pynalle 

Tiiieny days him. was slayno by Thyerry; and as wel by thys moyen as 32 
by other, it appered derely that ganellon had bytrayed 
them, wherfore the emperour Charles, wythoute goyng* 
ony ferther, dyd to take iiig grete horses, & made to sytte 

' m ii\j, ool. 2. ' arig, inocbe. ' m iig, back. 
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on them iiij stronge men, & bonde ganellon to two 
horses by his ij haiides, and bonde the two feet to the 
other ij horses, & made hym to be drawen with the one and charie* 

-, has Ganelon 

4 nors toward y^ eeet, & that other towardi the weste, that drawn in pieoea 
other ayenst the southe, anc) that other toward the 
north. In this maner eche of the hors drewe forth his 
quarter of the body of the parte whyche be was 

8 bounden vnto. 



% How after the thynges afore sayd' charles 

gaf thankynges & preysynges to god & 

saynt Denys, & of the constytucions that 

12 he made in fraunce : capitulo yj 

'Han thexecucyon was doon of Ganellon and 

executed, charles & hys people cam in to the The French amy 

attend to their 

place where the f rensshe men had be slayn, & dead comrades : 

16 bygan to knowe theyr parents, frendes, & lordes, for to 

here them in to halo wed place, they caryed somme soma they bary, 

vpon theyr horses ; Other salted them wyth salte, for ot^e" they em- 
balm and take 

to mayntene them to brynge them in to theyr contreye ; with them. 
20 Other buryed them in the same place, Ss ^ somme bare 
theym on their sholdres. Somme ennoynted them wyth 
oylle and myrre, & somme wyth baulme the best wyse 
they myght. Neuertheles, there were two cymytoyres Two cemeteries 

are made, one at 

24 or chircheyerdes, ryght deuoute & pryncypally halo wed 
emonge the other, whych were sacred and blessyd wyth 
vij bysshops. That one of the cymytoyres was in erles, ^ie«, the other 
and that othe[r] in burdegale. & Saynt maxymyen of 

28 ays, Saynt Trophyn of arles, poule of nerbowne, Saynt 
Saturyn of Tholouse, saynt fontyn of poytyers, saynt 
Marcel of lymoges, and saynt Eutrope of xayntes had 
sacred and halowed them. In whyche places were where the French 

dead are buried. 

32 buryed the moost party of the frensehe men slayn and 
destroyed in rouncyuale. Themperour dyd do here 

* m iiij, hack, col. 2. 
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Roland Is buried 
at Blois, at the 
Charch of St. 
Romain. 



Oliver and othera 
are buried at 
Bordeaox. 



Charles gixw all 
tiie land for seven 
miles round to the 
church of St. 
Bomain, for the 



■ake of Roland, 



and appdnts 
masses for the 
dead. 

At Aries are 
buried Samson, 
Naymes, and 
others. 



Gonstantine's 
body is taken to 
Rome. 



rolland, the gloryous marter, ypon two mules couerd 
wyth clothes of sylke, honourably vnto bloye, & in the 
chyrche of saynt Romayn, the whyche he ha<J edefyed 
ancf founded wyth chanonnes reguler, he dyd rychely 4 
burye hym, and wyth grete magnyfycence ; & on hye, 
ouer his sepulture, he dyd do sette hys swerde, and at 
hys feet he dyd do sette his home of yuorye. Not 
wythstondyng, after, the home was taken aweye and 8 
bome to Saynt Seueryn at bourdeaws. At bourdeaulx 
were buryed olyuer & gaudeboy, ^kyng^ of Fryse, Ogyer, 
kynge of denmark ; and Crestayn, kyng of bretayne ; 
Garyn, due of Lorayne, and many other. As for Eafe- 12 
rus, kynge of bourdeaulx ; Euglerius, kyng of guyan ; 
lambert, kyng* of bourges, and galerus .reygnaut, with 
V M other, charles gaf xij C vnces of siluer of money 
that tyme courant, & as moche of talents of gold, & 16 
many robes and mete to poure peple, for sauacyon of 
their soules. and al the londe seuen myle aboute he gaf 
to the chyrche of saynt Eomayn, and maad it subgette 
to that relygyon. And al bloye, wyth thappertenauntes 20 
and the see ayenst the sayd terrytorye, he gaf semblably 
to the sayd chyrche for charyte & loue of Holland, and 
ordeyned it so for euer. and on the day of their pas- 
syon he ordeyned that in the same place shold euery 24 
yere perpetuelly xxx poure men be fedde and clothed 
competently, and thyrty messys songen for them that 
there were buryed and entyered, and for alle them that 
were dede in spayne for the crysten fayth. In Aries 28 
was buryed the counte of lengres ; samson, due of bour- 
goyne ; Naymes, due of bauyere ; Arnold de bellandus, 
and Albert bourgoynon, and other fyue knyghtes, wyth 
ten thousand other moyen peple. Constantyn, pro- 32 
uoste of 2 Rome, was bome to Rome wyth many other 
Romayns, and for y® remedye of theyr soules them- 
perour gaf in arles for almesse xij C vnces of syluer 

* m V, col. 2. 
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and xij talentes of golcJ, whyche was worth a grete 
somme of gold & syluer courant in that tyme. 

% How Charles wente in to Almayne, where 

4 he deyed' holyly, And of hys deth shewed 

to Turpyn, and' of hys buryeng' Impery- 

ally : capitulo vij 

AFter the thynges afore say(J, Themperour charles charies goes to 
and Turpyn, wyth the other, came and passed by 
vyenne; & there Turpyn tharchebysshop, a moche 
holy man, abode, for he was wery and moche febled whew he leaves 
of the payne that he had had for the fayth in spayne. 
12 and Charles wente to parys, & anone after he assemaled and thence to 

Paris. 

al the nobles and the moost grettest lordes of hys con- 
treye, for to establyssh certayn ordynaunces, and for to 
gyue thankynges to god & to saynt Denys of the vyc- 

16 torye that he had obteyned in his tyme vpon the sara- 
syns, paynyms, & myscreauntes. And after that he 
had thanked god and saynt denys, and to his chyrche 
fast by parys, lyke as saynt Poule thappostle and saynt 

20 Clement the pope had ^doon in tyme passed, he maad He ordains that 
constytucyon entyere that al the kynges of Fraunce shau be crowned 
present & to come shold obeye to the pastour that shold 
be for y® tyme of that chyrche, and that neuere kyng* 

24 shold be crowned wythoute the pastour of that chyrche, 

ne the bysshop of parys shold not be receyued at Eome and au bishops 
wythout hys consent & comandement. And he gaf to the priest of 
many rychesses to y* chirche, & in token that fraunce 

28 was gyuen to that chyrche of saynt denys, he ordeyned 

that euery possessour in al y* nacyon of fraunce shold Also that every 

person should pay 

gyue & be bou/iden to gyue to the chyrche of saynt to it yearly four 

pence^ 

denys, for to edefye & augmente it, iiij pens of money 

32 courant yerely & perpetuelly, & al they that shold gyue 

it wyth a good wylle, yf they were of bonde & seme 

' m y, back. 
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and any bondmen 
who paid this 
ahoold be free. 



He prays for the 
Bools of his 
soldiers. 



St. Denis ap- 
pears to him. 



and dedares that 
all who pay the 
annual pence to 
his charoh, shall 
have forgiveness 
of their sins. 



And this payment 
was called the 
Frank of St. 
Denis, 



whence the coun- 
tiy has its name 
of France. 



condycion, he wold they shold he franke & free of con- 
dycyon. An<J after anone these thynges ordeyned, he 
went & came tofore the hody of saynt denys moche 
deiLOutely, & there he prayed the glorious saynt that he 4 
wold? praye vnto our lord Ihesu CJryst, that alle they y* 
were dede of the crysten fayth in the tyme that he had 
regned that they myght he saued, and that the payne 
that they had taken my3t be to them the crowne of mar- 8 ' 
tyrdom in the glorye perdurable ; & in semblable wyse 
he prayed for al them that wold -^paye gladly the pens 
aforesayd to his chyrche. As god wold, that nyght 
folowyng^ saynt denys appyered to hym, <fe sayd to 12 
hym in thys manere : " kynge, vnderstonde me, 
knowe thou, that I haue made prayer to god, my maker, 
& he hath graunted that alle they that haue been ayenst 
the sarasyns with the haue pardon of al theyr trespaces, 16 
& that wyUyngly shal paye the penyes for the edefy- 
oaoyon of my chyrche & augmentyng* the seruyce of 
god, they shal haue amendement of lyf and pardon of 
theyr synnes." This vysyon on the mome themperour 20 
recounted to hys peple, lyke as he had herd, by cause 
they shold wyth a good wylle pay the penyes that he 
had ordeyned ; Se he that gaf it was called the franke of 
saynt denys, by cause that he was free and quyte of al 24 
Beruage by the commandement of the kyng. After 
oame the oustome that that londe whyche was called 
Gallia loste hys name, Ss was caUed fraunce, as it is 
named at thys day, & Fraunce is as moche to say as 28 
free of al seruage anenst al peple; and therfore the 
loides of Fraunce for this cause emonge al crysten men 
owen to be honoured & praysed. 



' m y, back, col. 2. 
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% The recapitulacion of alle thys werke, & of 
his deth at Aeon, & of hys sepulture: 
capitulo viij 

4 ^r iiHe kyng Charles contynued gloriously his lyf 
in vertuouse operacyons, And whan he felte the 



1 



declyne of hys lyf he went vnto Aeon, where he chaiiM retires to 

AOOIly 

hadi tofore doon moche goo($, & enohled a chyrche of 
8 our lady the rounde, the whyche he dyd do make, ancJ 
gaf therto grete tresoor of lelyques of hodyes of sayntes, 
of gold & syluor, of clothes of sylke, & other precyo- 
sytees meruayllous, and there he deyed in the yere of where be dies at 

the age of 72* 

12 hys age Ixxij. & for the magnyfycence of hys werkes 

he was caUed charles the grete; Ss he had iij sones leaving three sons 

thenne lyuyng, of whom the fyrst was named Charles, 

the second Pepyn, & the thyrd Lowys ; & also he had and three daogh- 

ten 

16 iij doughters, that one was named Eotrudys, that other 
berga, & the thyrd gylla. & whan he knewe that he 
myght noo longer lyne, hys sone lowys, whome he had his youngest son, 

LoniSi Biicceeds 

ordeyned for specyal loue kyng of guyan, he lefte to him. 

20 hym the mageste Imperyal. For to knowe the holynes 
& the gloryons ende of Charles, & how he was saned in 
henen, and renomed an holyman, The deuoute Turpyn, Torpu^at Vienna, 
archebysshop of Baynes, sayth in this manere, " I Tnr- 

24 pyn, archbyshop of Eaynes, was in vyenne in the 
chyrche tofore thaulter, & was rauysshed in sayeng* the 
psalm, * Dens in adiutoiTiun^ ^menin intends.' I sawe sees a vision of 

devils, 

a companye of blacke peple lyke Ethyopyens, whych 
28 were in quantyte Innumerable, whyche went toward 
lorayne ; and I sawe one tofore hys felowes, & I de- 
maunded hym whyther al they wente. the whyche, 
beynff* constrayned to ansnere, sayd, 'we alle goo to whoteUMmof 

•'^ "^ 7 J 7 o the death of 

32 Aeon to the dethe of Charles, whyche lyeth a-dyeng«. charies, and that 

they i Tfi^ n to have 

And we wyl see yf we may haue hys soule for to here his sooL 
in to belle to perpetuel dampnacyon.' Thenne I sayd 

' mifj. • ariff. adtntoryum. * niifj, coL 2, 
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OF THB BURIAL AND TOMB OF CHARLES. [ui. U. 8. 



The deTila nturn. 



and tell him that 
St. JamM pro- 
duced 80 many 
good works done 
by Gharlee, that 



thqr cannot have 
hlaBoal. 



Charles is baried 
with great mag^ 
nificenoe, 
in a tomb ovw 



wnich was set a 
flgore of himself 
orowned and 
seated on his 
ihr<nie. 



to hym, 'I adiure the by the yertue of the name of 
OUT Lord Ihesu cryst that, wythoute fayllyng*, after that 
ye haue doon, that thou retome by me.' " Anone after, 
or he coude fynysshe hys psalme, the ^uylles cam 4 
retonmyng ageyn in the same ordre that they wente. 
** And thenne I sayd to hym that I had spoken to by- 
fore, ' what haue ye doon there as ye haue been ? ' 
that same deuyl ansuerd, that ' James of galyce, frende 8 
to charles, hath ben moche contrarye to vs, for whan 
we were redy for to receyue hys soule, and had egally 
departed his good dedes and his euyl, he brought so 
many stones & tymbre of chyrches, whyche he had doo 12 
make in the name of hym, that his good dedes sur- 
mounted moche his euyl dedes, wherfore we myght 
haue noo thynge ne parte ; ' Ss thys sayd, the deuyll 
^vanysshed awaye," & soo he loste hys vysyon. Thus 16 
Charles, in the moneth of feueryere, rendred his soule 
to god holyly. For after that he retomed fro spayn he 
dyd but lawguysshe & appayre in hys body toward hys 
deth; & in hys ende he ordeyned many almesses, & 20 
to say many masses Ss psaulters. And the vysyon that 
the gloryous archebysshop Turpyn sawe, is sygnyfy- 
cacion that he whyche maynteneth and edefyeth 
chyrches in thys present world, that he maketh pre- 24 
paracyon of hys syege in heuen. His sepulture was 
moche honourable emonge al the sepultures of the world, 
noble and ryche excellently, and so fayr that it myjt 
not be amended, and ouer hys tombe was maad an 28 
arche of gold & syluer and of precyous stones, com- 
prysed by grete scyence. & thyder came Leo the pope, 
accompanyed wyth prynces Eomayns, archebysshops, 
bysshops, Abbottes, Dukes, Erles, and many other 32 
lordes, and dyd do make a fayre representacyon of the 
body of Charles, clad rychely and Lnperyally with a 
&yre crowne of gold sette on his hede, & satte ypon 

^ m \j, back. 
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a chayer of gold? moche fayre and shynyng*, ancJ resem- 
bled wel a notable luge lyuyng. and they sette vpon on his knees 

were planed the 

his knees notably the texte of the foar gospelles in Ooepeis, 
4 fayre letters ^of gol(J, & wyth the ry3t hande he helde 
the lettre, & in the lyfte hande he helde the ceptre and in his left 
Imperial, moche ryche ; & by cause the heecJ shold not 
enclyne to eyther syde, hit was vnderset wyth a chayne 
8 of golcJ & susteynecJ. An<J the crowne that was on hys 
hee($ raught to the arche, whiche was al aboue wel made, 
& the conduytes of the sepulture were replenysshed 
with al good odours aromatyques & precyous, an<J after 
12 closec) & shette moche subtylly, & honourably kepte, 
as it was wel worthy for to be doon. 

% Thexcusacyon of tbauctour. ix 

THis werke, accomplysshecJ to the playsyr of god This work oon- 
- .* ."1 -1 1 , -i tains three books, 

tofore wryton, conteyneth thre bookes, by the divided into 
chapytres deuyded, as it appereth openly to the 
reders, and I haue made them thre, after that I haue 
comprysed in the separacyon and deuydyng* of the 
20 matyer. Of whyche the fyrst book speketh of the be- The first book 

i.i» *i.i* , teUsofthebegin- 

gynnyng* of fraunce, and of the fyrst crysten kyng* of ning of Prance, 
fraunce, whyche was named Cloys by the moyen of his 
wyf clotUdys, in descendyng to kyng* Pepyn, fader of 

24 themperour Charles, In the honour of whome thys book 
is composed for the moost parte ; to the whyche Pepyn 
the lygnage of ^kyng* Cloys took an ende in successyon 
of the Eoyalme of Fraunce. And the sayd fyrst book 

28 sayth, more ouer, how Charles was nourrysshed, of hys and of the youth 
corpulence, of hys etyng*, of hys strengthe, of hys scy- 
ence, & other werkesof magnjrfycence. The second 
book speketh of the bataylle that Olyuer dyd ayenst The second book, 

^ •^ i« 1. 1 1 of the duel be- 

32 Fyerabras, the meruayllous geaunte, sone of ballant, tweenouverand 

_ o 1 jv j» 2. Piwfabras. 

Admyral of spayne, a puyssaunt kynge ; & al the fyrst 

parte of the second book is attrybuted to noble olyuer, 

* m vj, back, col. 2. * m vij. 
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and in the honour of hym. After ye shal fynde how 
the peres of tiaunce were deteyne(} in Aygremore anci 
put in snrete, & after saued fynably by florype?, the 
curtoys doughter of the sayd ballant ; And the holy 4 
relyques reoounred, and other maters of grete meiv 
The third book uaylles. The iij book speketh how, by reuelacyon of 

treats of the con- ^ _ , , ^ _ _ _ • 

quest of spdnfaj saynt lames, charles went and conquerd spayne & 
galyce, where as he dyd operacions yertuous, Ss made 8 
constytucyons of sauacyon, wyth many bataylles doon 

of the treuou of by hym and hys subgettes ; and fynably of the trayson 
of Gkuiellon, by the whyche the deth of Eolland was 
pyetous, the deth of Olyuer dolorouse, and of the other 12 
peres of crysten knyghtes slayn & dede. And fynably 

and the death of the deth of Charles themperour, as tofore is sayd and 
wry ton. and ^ after that ony persone wyl here or rede 
of thys matere, the table made atte begynnyng shal 16 
shewe it to hym lyghtly, yf it be hys playsyr to here or 
rede of y* werk in thys book composed. 



% Thenuoye of thauctour : ca. x 

AS I hane sayd at the begynnyng of thys present 20 
werke, the escryptures and feates somme hane 
ben reduced in wrytyng* for to be in memorye, 
This work! have to the ende that they that haue doon wel, be to ys 
good example to ensaumplo in ensyewyng^ and folowyng them, & they 24 
how to role their that haue doon euyl may be cause to rewle our lyf for 
to come to the porte of helthe. For the comune yndei^ 
stondyng* is more contente to reteyne parables and 
examples for the ymagynacion locall, than to symple 28 
auctoiyte, the whyche is reteyned by vnderstondyng*, 
and also semblably thystoryes spekyng* of our lord 
Ihesu ciyst, of hys myracles, & of his vertuous sub- 
gettes^ euery man ou3t gladly to here and retenne them. 32 
Audi have made & it is 80, that at the requesto of the sayd venerable 

It at the request 

' m v5, col. 2. 
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man to fore namedP, Maister henry bolonnyer, chanonne of Master boIo- 
of lausanne, I haue been Incyte(J to translate & reduyse canoiofLau- 
in prose in to Frensshe the mater tofore reduced, as ^""*' 

4 moche as toucheth the fyrst & the thyrd ^book I haue The first and third 

,-_ .fill t. 1 ^^^^ ^ ^*^® trans- 

taken OS drawen oute of a book nameof myrrour hys- lated from the 

toryal for the moost parte ; & the second book I haue toriaie, and the 

onely reduced it out of an olde romaunce in frensshe. old French 

8 And without other Informacyon than of the same book, 

I haue reduced it in to prose, substa/icyally wythout 

fayUyng, by ordynauwce of chapytres & partyes of the 

sayd book, after the mater in the same conteyned. 

12 And yf in al thys book I haue mesprysed or spoken 

otherwyse than good langage, substancyaUy ful of good 

vnderstondyng to al makers & clerkes, I demaunde i pray au who 

•^ ° ' may find a fault 

correxyon and amendement, and of the defaultes par- in it to pardon it, 
16 don. For yf the penne hath wry ton euyl, the hert 
thought it neuer, but entended to say wel ; & also my 
wytte & vnderstondyng, whyche is ryght lytel, can not and attribute to 
vttre ne wryte thys matere withoute errour. Neuer- ing, not my good 
20 theles, who so vnderstondeth wel the lettre shal wel 
compryse myn entencyon, by which he shsil fynde 
nothyng but moyen for to come to saluacyon. To the 
whyche may fynably come alle they that wyllyngly 
24 rede, or here, or do thys book to be redde. Amen. 

IF And by cause I, Wylliam Caxton, was desyred And i, wiiuam 

Caxton, have, at 

& requyred by a good and synguler frend of myn, 

Maister wylliam dau^beny, one of the tresorers of the the instance of 

•^ *^ Sir W. Danbeny, 

28 lewellys of the noble & moost crysten kyng*, our na- 
turel and souerayn lord, late of noble memorye, kyng 
Edward the fourth, on whos soule Ihesu haue mercy. 
To reduce al these sayd hystoryes in to our Englysshe transuted this 

*'''*' book lutu English 

32 tongue, I haue put me in deuoyr to translate thys sayd 
book, as ye heretofore may se al a-longe and pl[a]yn, 
prayeng* alle them that shal rede, see, or here it, to And i pray all to 
» m vij, back. ^ m vij, back, col. 2. 
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excmM my rnde 
translation, and 
forgive the fiialti 
they may And. 



And this work I 
finished on the 
18th June, in the 
year of our Lord, 
1483. 



pardon me of thys symple & rude trans[l]acyon and 
reducyng*, bysechyng* theym that shal fynde faute to 
conecte it, & in so doyng they shal deserue thankynges, 
& I shal praye go(} for them, who hrynge them and me, 4 
after this short and transytorye lyf, to euerlastyng* 
blysse. Amen, the whyche werke was fynysshedl in 
the redncyng of hit in to englysshe, the xviij day of 
luyn, the second yere of kyng* Eycharcl the thyrd, 8 
And? the yere of our lord MCCCC Ixxxr, An<J enpryntecl 
the fyrst day of decembre, the same of our lord, & the 
fyrst yere of kyng Harry the senenth. 



IT Explicit p«r William Caxton. 
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NOTES. 



Page 1, line 12. " hye hystoryes : " Fr. kistoires haultaines, 

p. 1, 1. 13. Fr. lentendement comun est mieulx content a retemr pour la 
ymctgiruicion localle, a la quelle il est subzmis, 

p. 1, 1. 16. " gladly : " Fr, volonOers, 

p. 2, 1. 9. Fr. peult estre queje ieusse Men este informe, 

p. 2, 1. 11. See Introduction, 

p. 2, 1. 27. The ^Book of the noble Hy story es ofKynge Arthur and ofcerteyn 
of his Knyghtes, reduced into English by Syr Thomas Malory, Koyght, 
and by Mr. William Caxton, deuyded into xxi bookes, chapytred and 
emprynted in the abbey westmestre ; ** was printed also in 1485, folio. 
It is a book of the greatest rarity. There is a perfect copy in Earl 
Jersey's library, at Osterley Park, and an imperfect one, wanting four 
leaves, in the library of Earl Spencer. It was reprinted by Wynkyn 
de Worde in 1498, folio, and an unique copy of this reprint is also in 
Earl Spencer's library. **The last Siege and Conqueste of JherusaUm^^ 
which gives the account of Godfrey of BuUogne, appeared in 1481. 

p. 16, 1. 22. " the people is boystous & furious, &c. : " Fr. celluy peuple 
est austere etfurieulx, et, que pis est, sans memoire de dieu. 

p. 17, 1. 16. ** guarysshed and hool : " Fr. gary, 

p. 17, 1. 33. " and wepte — sayd : " Fr. plourer moult largement en grant 
pitie va dire, &c. 

p. 18, 1. 11. Fr. Pour quoy toy comme way dieu et seigneur ie te requiers, 
comme ie ne desire croire quen toy fermement : par ta haultaine puissance 
ie demande, 

p. 19, 1. 27. [he] : the pronoun is unnecessarily inserted here : through- 
out the book the subject is constantly omitted in secondary clauses, 
where the person or thing spoken of is the same as in the principal* 
sentence. See Sege off Melayne, 1. 27, and note. 

p. 19, 1. 31. " autentykly : " Fr. auctentiquement, 

p. 19, 1. 32. "frentes:" clearly an error for "fontes:" the Fr. reads, 
composer hapUtoires couenablement. 

p. 21, 1. 23. *' put hym self in relygyon : '* that is, became a recluse, 
devoted himself to religion : Fr. se mist en religion. 

p. 26, 1. 11. " cont[r]ye : " Fr. pais. 

p. 26, 1. 24. " wel a poynte : " Fr. Men a pointe. 
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p. 27, 1. 4. " as toachyng the pytaance : " as regards his share at 
dinner : Fr. qtiafU a la pitance. 

p. 27, I. 12. " iij hors shoen : " the Fr. original adds^ venans de la 
forge. 

p. 29, 1. 1. "to hym :" we should here insert "he doeth," according 
to the reading of the French original, on fait. 

p. 29, 1. 12. " frequentedf : " constantly studied : Fr. freqttentoit, 

p. 29, 1. 26. " moche ample & hoystous : " Fr. moult ample et rohuste, 

p. 29, 1. 30. " he ete not for the moost parte, &c. : ^ Fr. ne mengoit 
pour le plus que de quatre metz, si non de la venoiaon rostie, 

p. 32, 1, 21. " be enclosed in lustyoe : " Fr. soies enclos en iustece, 

p. 33, 1. 19. The original French runs : ilz se vont trouuer en vng grant 
hoia quon ne pouoit passer a mmns de deux tours encores a grant paitie^ 
et Charles le pensoit passer en vng tour. The meaning evidently is 
that the wood was so extensive that they could not pass through it 
in two days, and even then with great difficulty. 

p. 34, 1. 1. Psalm cxix. 35. 

p. 34, 1. 16. " after in the same contreye, &c. : " Fr. d^pais sont veus 
ces oyceaulx. 

p. 34, 1. 24. In the original, Constanfynople. 

p. 37, 1. 1. " moment" The original reading is au mouuement quon 
tira. The French mouuement is evidently a mistake. 

p. 37, 1. 30. " And it was ordeyned, &c. ; " Fr. il est ordonne que ou 
moys de iuing a ays la cite Urns Us ans on deust venir veoir, &c. 

p. 38, 1. 23. " after that I s&al mo we, &o. : " Fr. selon que ten pourray 
concepuoir. 

p. 39, 1. 4. " of rome : '* orig. a rome. 

p. 39, 1. 9. " adiouste : " add. Fr. adioindre. On the word adjust, as 
representing the two Latin forms adjuxtare and adjustare, see Dr. 
Murray *s paper in the Philological Society* s Transactions, 1880. 

p. 39, 1. 10. ** I haue not founde in the book competent : " this, unintel- 
ligible in itself, is explained by the original French, which reads, ou 
Uure competent, the last word meaning containing. 

p. 39, 1. 20. See the different lists of the douzeperes, as given in the 
various romances in my note to Sir Ferumbras, 1. 259, where the list 
g^ven as that found in the Sowdane of Babyhyne should be read as 
that of the original French version in the Grenville copy, 10531. 
The names given in the Sowdone will be found in Dr. Hausknecht's 
Introduction to his edition of that romance, p. xxvii. For the names 
in Roland and Otuel, see my edition, note to 1. 688. 

p. 40, 1. 30. Compare Sir Ferumbras, 1. 78. 

p. 41, 1. 13. " as euyl andf olde : " Fr. comme mauvais viella^t 

p. 41, 1. 33. "that I be fugytyf :" Fr. ie soiefugi. 

p. 42, 1. 22. " quasi hurt, &c. : " hurt almost to the death. 

p. 42, 1. 27. These exploits are related in the Sowdone of Babylone, 
pp. 4 et seq. 

p. 46, 1. 19. " cremeur : " in the original the same. 
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p. 46, 1. 20. " as," read [h]as[t] : Fr. qui as, 

p. 48, 1. 14. '' At nede a man knoweth hys frende.*' See the Gesta 

Romanorum^ p. 131. 
p. 48, 1. 20. See note to Sir Ferumhras, 1. 988. 
p. 48, I. 28. '* took to hym.'' The original a(](d8, qui estoit estachie a 

dix riches ckmx de Jin or. 
p. 49, 1. 22. " lodgyce : " Fr. logis. 

p. 50, 1. 3. '* oute of mesure : ^ so outrageous in his conduct and lan- 
guage. " At thy 8 houre, &c. : " Fr. de cette heure ie vous ottroie, 
p. 50, 1. 18. " Andrewe : " Fr. Andrieu, does not appear again in the 

present or any other account of the treason at Roncesvalles, so far as 

I am aware. 
p. 50, 1. 21. Compare the corresponding passages in Sir J'erumbras, 

11. 310 et seq.f and the notes. 
p. 50, 1. 33. " secretly : " Fr. comme entre ses dens, Cf. Sir Ferum- 

bras, 322. 
p. 51, 1. 24. "the kyng had gyuen to hym hys gloue in sygne of 

lycence." The usual mode of giving permission to undertake a duel : 

compare Roland and Otuel, 1. 1366, and the Song of Roland, L 482, 

and notes, 
p. 51, 1. 31. " where shal I become : " what will become of me ? See 

Prof. Skeat's note to P. Phwman, B. v. 651. 
p. 52, 1. 22. " he setted nought by hym : " took no thought or heed 

of him. 
p. 53, 1. 9. " or : " I have corrected the reading in accordance with 

the original, which has ou, 
p. 54, 1. 18. Compare Chanson de Roland, 376. ^ Jamais nHert hum qui 

encimtre lui vaillet." 
p. 55, 1. 26. ** thou art departed? of a lowe hous : ** Fr. tu es bien de 

basse main party, 
p. 56, 1. 12. ''of the ronnde table." An addition of the translator, 
p. 56, 1. 20. " I trowe thou be hurte." Not in the original, 
p. 56, L 27. "flagons:" barih : "botelles" in the SouxUm, 1. 1185: 

" costrel " in Sir Ferumbras, I. 510, on which see note and Introd., 

p. xii ; at p. 60, I. 6, below, they are called " barylles." 
p. 57, 1. 21. " Termagauut : " Fr. Taluagaunt, 

p. 57, 1. 30. " goddes : " the reading has been corrected on the author- 
ity of the original, which has dieulx, 
p. 68, 1. 28, " lether of arabye : " Fr. cuir de capctdoce. 
p. 59, 1. 3. " to the regarde of hys persone : " ie, in 'comparison with 

himself, 
p. 59, 1. 11. * I suppose :" i. e, I am sura 
p. 59, 1. 18. "grabara." The names of Ferumbras* swords are not 

given in Sir Ferumbras or the Sowdan, but in the verse Fierabra^ are 

said to have been Plorance, Baptism, and Oarbain, 
p. 59, L 23. ['* I wyl saye : ''j omitted also in the original, bat plainly 

needed. 
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p. 59, 1. 25. In the verse Merdbrtis the names appear as Oalans, Muni' 

ficana, and Aurisau, 
p. 59, 1. 33. The verse Fierdbras gives the names of the swords made 

by Munificans as Durendal, Musaguiney and Courtain, 
p. 60, 1. 6. " barylles." See p. 56, I 27, and note. 
p. 60, 1. 8. " bendecf : " bound, banded : Fr. hende, 
p. 61, 1. 12. '* seen : *' %,e, seeing, considering. 

p. 61, I. 35. ^* thoa remembrest : " Fr. tu tauises, L e. thou thinkest ot 
p. 62, 1. 18. " vtterance : " Fr. a oultrance, 
p. 62, L 23. " at this stroke : *' Fr. a cestuy cop, 
p. 62, 1. 34. " bowed and entred : " Fr. phiez et entrez. 
p. 63, 1. 1. ** tronchonned : " Fr. troncormey i. e. broken to pieces, 
p. 63, 1. 5. '* in a grete whyle : " Fr. dune grant peecty i. e. for a great 

while, 
p. 63, 1. 12. '' made : " an instance of the omission of the subject 

pronoun he before the verb. See p. 19, 1. 27, and note, 
p. 64, 1. 4. " he was bowed afterward : *' Fr. par derriere. 
p. 64, 1. 14. ** playe : " the regular technical term for fencing or fight- 
ing with swords. Thus the Catholicon Anglicum has : '' a Bucler 

plaer, gladiator ; a Bucler playnge, gladiatura. J)® Swerde & y* 

bucler (bukiller A.) playnge, gladiaiuraJ' In the Ancren RiwU, 

p. 212, we have the expression ^^pleie^ mid sweordes.** See further 

in my notes in the CathoUcon. 
p. 64, 1. 32. " reioye ; " Fr. resioyr, 
p. 66, 11. 7-32. Caxton carefully distinguishes between you and yt: 

the former never being used for the nominative, 
p. 68, 1. 21. '^ made a lytel course : " ran away a little distance, 
p. 68, 1. 24. There is no mention of Oliver's drinking any of the balm 

in Sir Ferumbras or the Sowdan, See Dr. Hausknecht's note to the 

latter, 1. 1191. 
p. 68, 1. 29. " beyng* nyghe vnto a grete ryuer, &c." See note 1 in 

Introduction to Sir Ferumbras, p. xii. 
p. 69, 1. 12. [" he : "] the omission of the subject pronoun frequently 

causes ambiguity when two persons are spoken of: the [he] here, of 

course, refers to Oliver's horse. 
p. 69, 1. 16. " aboue : " Fr. oultre, i. e. out of, away from, 
p. 69, 1. 20. For number of chapter given as " viij " read " xiij." 
p. 71, 1. 11. " tenestre : " read " terrestre." 
p. 71, L 21. '^ Longyus.*' On the legend of Longinus, see Prof. Skeat's 

notes to P. PhwmaUy C. xxi. 82 — ^90. 
p. 71, 1. 31. ^^thou." Here the singular pronoun is used rightly as in 

a prayer addressed directly to our Lord : 'in the previous lines you 

and ye were used, as they were not of the character of a prayer, 
p. 72, 1. 6. " for hys gloryous medytacyon." In the original French, 

par ghrieux meditacion, '* Neuertheles : " Fr. touttefois. 
p. 72, 1. 16. " soo coueytous in smytyng : " Fr. conuoiteulx et affoibly. 
p. 72, 1. 17. " a-slepe : " ». «. numbed. Fr. endormie. 
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p. 72, 1. 19. " at vtteraunce : " a oultrance : comp. p. 62, 1. 18. 

p. 73, 1. 8. "for to apoyDte wyth the:" Fr. tefaire vnepache, 

p. 74, 1. 6. " vylete : " Fr. vilte. 

p. 74, 1. 12. " matte.'' In the original the same. See Sir Ferumhras, 
II. 2506, 2590, and Glossary. 

p. 75, 1. 20. " whyche he brake and al to-frusshed enyl : " Fr, cassa et 
rampi mallement, 

p. 76, 1. 5. " and ranne vpon hym : " Fr. €i ae eowrurenU The suc- 
ceeding passage is awkwardly expressed in the translation. The 
original reads : et fat premierement frajppe OUuer mir son escu par telle 
fiertty qu^au prez le poinz de OUuer a mis en pieces son escu, which is 
not much better. The he, of course, is Ferumbras. 

p. 78, 1. 16. " enforced : " exerted. Compare Sir Ferumbras, 782 — 
" pan Firumbras enforcede hym |>ep to arise vp-on ys fete.'* 

p. 79, 1. 18. ** a fans dart : " Fr. ungfaulx dart. Properly a hand-bill. 
See Sir Ferumbras, 1. 966, and note — 

'^falsarz an fe)7erd dart." 

The expression occurs again, p. 81, 1. 28, below. 

p. 79, 1. 20. " crapauld : " Fr. crapaulx^ a toad. 

p. 80, 1. 72. " a pynapple tree : " a pine or fir-tree. The Catholicon 
Anglicum gives : " a Pyne tre (A Pyne Appyltre A.) ; pinus (pinum 
Jructus eius A.)." Apple was the ordinary word for the cones of the 
pine or fir. Lyte, Dodoens, p. 769, speaking of the pine, says ; ^* his 
fruite is great Boulleans or bawles of a browne ohesnut colour, and 
are called pine-apples.'^ See other instances in my note in the 
Catholicon. 

p. 81, 1. 12. "by force of shotte and of strokes.*' Altered on the 
authority of the original, which reads : ^^ a force de coup et de trais" 

p. 81, 1. 28. "fans dartes.** See p. 79, 1. 18, and note. 

p. 82, 1. 6. " it is good to wete : ** this does not at all convey the 
meaning of the original, which runs : sotis le dire se peult entendre, 

p. 82, 1. 15. The omission of the pronoun before makyng< makes the 
sentence rather awkward. 

p. 82, 1. 27. " Amancdys : ** Fr. Amandis, 

p. 82, 1. 35. In the Sovodone it is Roland and Oliver that are captured : 
see Dr. Hausknecht's note to 1. 1433. 

p. 83, 1. 9. " wente doun of a monntayn.** In Sir Ferumbras, 984 : 

" at aualyng of an huUe." 

p. 83, 1. 20. ** morfounded : ** Fr. morfondus, lit. chilled, afiected by cold. 
p. 84, 1. 31. ^ ones : ** at some time or other. 

p. 85, 1. 10. "Turpyn." For an account of this celebrated Knight- 
Bishop, see Dr. Hausknecht's note to the Soysdons^X. 1711. 
p. 85, 1. 19. " sercheden : " compare Sir Ferumbras^ 1. 1093-4. 

*' is woonde to enserche and saye. 
At is heste )7ey wente )yer-to k softe gunne taste is wounde." 

p. 86, I 3. " ballant thadmyral." Laban in the Sowdone throughout. 

CHARL. ROM. III.^ £1 
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p. 86, 1. 32. " sythe." By nsing this word to render the original puts, 

Caxton has made the whole sentence almost unintelligible. It should 

run : " brullant of mommyere, what is betyd of the noble kyng of 

Cordube and of my neuewe bruchart^ and also of my sone fyerabras, 

the ledar and captayn of all ? " 
p. 87, 1. 6. " knyght : " Fr. damoiseau, 

p. 87, 1. 15. In the Sowdone the French knights tell their true names, 
p. 87, 1. 30. " yeman : " Fr. vassal 

p. 88, 1. 10. " brullant : " in the Sowdone^ 1612, it is Floripas who ad- 
vises her father to imprison the Frenchmen, not to slay them, 
p. 89, 1. 3. " strayt : " Fr. estroite, 
p. 89, I. 6. See note to p. 79, 1. 20. 
p. 89, 1. 29. " put vnder by fals fortune : " Fr. soubmis a faulx 

fortune. 
p. 89, 1. 31. "what I make" : Fr. que iefays, i. e. what I am doing, 

how I fare, 
p. 90, 1. 11. Compare the description of Floripas as given in Sir 

Ferumbras, 1. 6789, et seq. 
p. 90, 1. 28. " whyche was made of one of the fayrye : " Fr. faicie 

dune foe, 
p. 91, 1. 1. Caxton's translation of Raoul Lefevre's Jason was printed 

in 1477 (Blades). Several copies are still in existence, 
p. 91, 1. 11. "doughter:" Fr. lafille. 
p. 91, 1. 26. " Anone florypes had enuye to here hym speke : ** Fr. eult 

enuie les oyr parler, i. e. had a great desire to hear them speak, 
p. 91, 1. 31. " dysfioneste : " Fr. inJiormestete, 
p. 91, 1. 32. " on that other syde ; " t. e, on the other hand, again. 
p. 92, 1. 21. " charlemayns : " evidently a misprint for " charlcmayne,'* 

and not a genitive case, 
p. 92, 1. 36. " for to meddle wyth : " Fr. pour vous mesler =s to engage, 
p. 93, 1. 3. " wel ferre for to be oute : " t. e. very far from being out. 

Perhaps we should read "wel ferre ^o to be oute." 
p. 93, 1. 18. "ye can wel playe with may dens, &o." Compare the 

corresponding passage in Sir Ferumhras, 1. 1303, and Dr. Haus- 

knecht's note to the Sowdone, 1. 1723. 
p. 93, 1. 29. " a corde & a staflfe." In Sir Ferumbras, 1308, Floripas 

sends for " anuylt, tange, & slegge." The Sotodan agrees with 

Caxton, for in 1. 1647 we are told that she 

" a rope to hem lete down goon 
That aboven was teyde faste.*' 

p. 94, I. 13. ** a gardyn pretoyre : " Fr. avoit ung pretoire, i. e. an 

enclosed yard or space, 
p. 94, 1. 27. " camuse : " flat-nosed. See note to Sir Ferumbras, 

4437, and Glossary, 
p. 94, 1. 35. " varlet : " a repetition of the original French word, 
p. 96^ 1. 27. ''ye be here in surete as ferre as no man hath herde vs." 

This hardly conveys the meaning of the original, which runs : se 
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dauenture quelque, i. e. so long as, or, provided that no man hath 

heard u& 
p. 95, 1. 28. " I am not in donbte : '* Fr. en aultre double, i, e. fear. 
p. 96, 1. 5. " when my fader the admyral destroyed Rome." See my 

Introduction to Sir Ferumbras, p. xii, and Dr. Hausknecht's edition 

of the Sowdan, Introd. 
p. 96, 1. 6. " lucafar : " in the French versions of the romance Lucifer 

throughout, 
p. 97, 1. 1. " damage : " Fr. dommaige, 

p. 97, 1. 4. The French reads : et plusieurs aultres terriennee victoirea, 
p. 97, 1. 6. " detey nedf : " Fr. detenu. 
p. 97, 1. 30. « Rolland." In the Sowdone, 1. 1668, it is Guy whom 

Charles orders first to go on the message to Balan. See Introductioriy 

and Dr. Hausknecht's note to 1. 1665. 
p. 98, 1. 33. " cosyn." Gay was Charles's nephew : see Sir Ferum- 

brae, 1922, 2091, &c., and see Dr. Haasknecht^s note to the Sowdone^ 

1. 1888. 
p. 99, 1. 7. " lese : " destroy. Fr. perdre. 
p. 101,1. 15. "and:" if. 
p. 102, 1. 5. Comparing p. 183, 1. 32, it is clear that we should read 

" he behelde." On Durandal, see note to S%r Ferumhras, 1. 988, and 

the Sovodoney 1. 875. 
p. 102, 1. 7. " descerkled : ** cut off the circle or band of gold worn 

round the helmet. Compare Sir Ferumbras, 1. 622, and note, and 

the corresponding passage in the Sowdone, 1. 1182, and Dr. Haus- 

knecht^s note, 
p. 103, 1. 29. " Ogyer : " in Sir Ferumbraa it is Richard of Normandy 

who gives the account of Mantiible, which he was able to do, be- 
cause, as we learn, " he knew all the cosf 
p. 105, 1. 7. " he hath quytte his contreye of fals peple." There can 

be little doubt that we should read " he hath not quytte." 
p. 107, 1. 14. " Naymes " : in Sir Ferumbras, Roland : the Sowdone 

agrees with our text, see 1. 1821. 
p. 108, 1. 23. " with his berde florysshed." Compare Roland and Otuel, 

82 ; where Naymes, describing Charles, says : 

'* He sittes his duspers Imange, 
With white berde large and lange 

Faire of flesche & fell«. 
With a floreschede thonwange, 
Oure noble kynge l^at es so strange, 

His doghety men imelle." 

p. 113, 1. 26. " enterbraoedf eche other & kyssed : " Fr. se font baisset 

et accoller. 
p. 116, 1. 27. " gloutons." Cf. Sir Ferumbras, 1634, 3841, &c. 
p. 118, 1. 26. Compare the account of the game "at the coal," given 

in the Sowdone, 11. 1999 — 2003. In it Lucifer bums the beard of 

Naymes, who at once kills him. 



260 N0TB8 TO pp. 119 — 142. 

p. 119, 1. 8. " thou weudest to haue made me to muse in thy folyes : *' 
Fr, tu me cuidaa il na pas gaires honfaiie muser en teefolies. 

p. 119, 1. 17. " no more charge to playe : " Fr. na plus cure de 
ioeur. 

p. 120, 1. 7. "put you in poynte :" Fr. mis en point = arm yourselves 
completely, 

p. 120, 1. 28. ** whyche was wel appoyiite<$, &c. : " Fr. tresHen appar- 
eille tantosi fat par terre verse. 

p. 121, p. 18. Fr. tausiours a la cue dung viel chien voue tenez. 

p. 122, 1. 23. " Marpyn : " in the Sotodone, Mapyne ; in Sir Ferum- 
hras^ 1. 2387, Maubyn. 

p. 123, 1. 23. ** he came so wel to poynte, Sz;c. : '* slightly different ia 
the French, il vient la bien a pointy car le larron, 

p. 124, 1. 29. '^ hyr spouse that shold be ; " Fr. son espoux advenir. 
Compare p. 134, 1. 27. 

p. 128, 1. 11. "doubted?:" feared. Fr. redouhte. 

p. 129, 1. 13. " wente in theyr repayre : ** went on their way back. 
Fr. alloient en lev/r repaire, 

p. 130, 1. 18. " lefte not for to be forthwith quartred, &c, : ** he did 
not hesitate, though he should be at once cut to pieces. In the 
French, et pour estre esquartelle presentement il ne se fust ienu qvil ne 
prist celluy sarrasdn, 

p. 130, 1. 29. " whyche wyth theyr feet and handes al to-bete hym in 
suche wyse, &c. : " Fr. que des pies que des mains ilz le vont tant 
battre = both with hands and feet they beat him, &c. Compare the 
corresponding passage in Syr Ferumbras, p. 90, 1. 2790, and note. 

p. 133, 1. 19. " so hardy and oute of mesure : " Fr, si hardis et des- 
mesurez, 

p. 134, 1. 27. " hir loue and tocomyng husbondf : " Fr. son espouse 
aduenir. Compare p. 124, 1. 29. 

p. 134, L 31. " Truste ye none other, &c. : " be sure of this only, that 
if he die I shall leap out of the wyndowe, &c. Fr. ne vous fes point 
que sil meurt, 

p. 136, 1. 11. "a morel of grete facyon : " Fr, m,oreau de grant fasson. 

p. 136, 1. 19. " after that he was recoure<$ : ** as soon as he had 
recovered himself. Fr. aprez quil sefut recouure. 

p. 136, L 32. " Inconuenyents : " Fr, inconueniens = damage. 

p. 137, 1. 31. " cryed? to hym wyth an bye voys, &c. : " Fr. luy cria a 
haulte voix quil luy pleust de la venir baisier^ en disant que selle viuoit 
pour la prousse des barons que son pere ladmiral seroit vne ffoys en son 
dangier. The whole passage is very obscure, nor does the correspond- 
ing line in Sir Ferumbras help much to make it any clearer, 

p. 142, 1. 3. " at vtteraunce : " Fr. a oultrance = exceedingly. 

p. 142, 1. 7. ** esmaye you nothyng< yet : " Fr. ne vous esmaies eneore, 

p. 142, 1. 12. ** beurage : " Fr. beuuraige^ a draught. 

p. 142, 1. 30. " For they sawe parte of the walles, &c. : " Fr, car ilz 
veoient a terre ruer Us murailles principalles du chasteau. 
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p. 143, 1. 25. " be ye . . ne wroth ayenst Mahon : " in the Sowdone 
Balan smashes MahouDd. 

p. 144, 1. 15. " the frenshe men purpose to dystrouble vs at our 
souper : " Fr. les francoys nou^ veullent faire refrodier noire sowpper = 
wish to make our supper cold. 

p. 145, 1. 1. " wherfor of veray force the other paynyms must re- 
tome : " Fr. pourquoy force fut aux aultres, &c. 

p. 145, 1. 25. " sythe he is a man of auctoryte : " Fr. puis quit est 
homme ds audience, 

p. 147, 1. 6. " abandonned hym self to goo : " offered himself, volun- 
teered. 

p. 147, 1. 26. " greued in hys persone : " wounded. Fr, greue de sa 
personne, 

p. 149, 1. 5. " on a day emonge al other : " Fr. ung tour entre les 
aultres. 

p. 149, 1. 17. " at al aduenture : " Fr. a son aduenture, 

p. 149, 1. 28. " he doubted entyerly : " Fr. il doubta entierement = 
feared greatly, or in his heart. See Glossary. 

p. 151, 1. 6. " dropped : " Fr. plaiz = broad. 

p. 152, 1. 6. " attayned ouerthwart the necke : '* Fr. lattaint du trauers 
du col. 

p. 154, 1. 4. " of thy party e : " = so far as thou art concerned. Fr. 
de ia part. 

p. 154, 1. 13. Fr. Et quant ladmiral les vit venir tout ethroclite en son 
entendement. I can make nothing of " the ethroclytes." 

p. 155, 1. 8. " Orages : " in Sir Ferumbras, 3823, Malyngras ; in the 
Soivdoney 2145, Espyard. 

p. 155, 1. 29. ** To whom there is none like or equal in goodness in 
the world : " Fr. quit non y a point de pareil. 

p. 158, 1. 2. " in corayng, &c. : " as we should now see, en passant, or 
by the way. Fr. en venant vous dehuez scauoir, 

p. 158, 1. 5. The miracle of the water rising to a level with the 
banks, and afterwards subsiding, is not given in the English metrical 
versions of the romance. See Dr. Hausknechf s note to the Sowdone^ 
1. 2810. 

p. 159, 1. 10. " dantesuyle." In the original French, dautefuille, evi- 
dently misread by Caxton. 

p. 161, 1. 1. '' how am I determyned : " Fr. comme suis ie determine. 

p. 161, 1. 29. "as a theef attaynt :" Fr. comme larron prouue. 

p. 163, 1. 12. *^ deffende : " forbid. Fr. ne plaise pas a dieu que iamais. 

p. 165, 1. 31. " wyth motye : " Fr. a ce mouuement vous viendrez, 

p. 167, I. 14. '^ reclame me recreaunte, &c. :" Fr. reclame recreant ei 
tenu reboute. 

p. 169, 1. 3. " bowed his hede : " Fr. baissa le menton. 

p. 169, 1. 28. '* of an olde Serpente, &c. : " Fr. dung viel serpent crate 
et moult endurcy. 

p. 170, 1. 27. " confanon : " so in the original French. 

S 2 
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p. 171, 1. 27. " she was departed fro her gesyne, &c. : " Fr. qui auoit 

faicte aa gessine de deuxjilz, that is, who had given birth to two sons, 
p. 172, 1. 11. " facyon : " = state of affairs, 
p. 175, I. 24. "Thus doyng* :" = while this was happening, 
p. 175, 1. 32. "Amyotte." Amyote, Sir Femmbras, 4663; Barrok, 

in the Sowdone^ 2939. 
p. 177, 1. 10. In the Sotodone, 3043, Richard is left as governor of 

Mantrible. 
p. 177, 1. 35. " he swowned, &c. : " Fr. il pasma de dueil et cria comme 

tout hors du sens. 
p. 178, 1. 11. " wel abused? : " Fr. bim abusez = greatly deceived or 

mistaken. This is almost the oldest use of the word. " Abitser, 

To abuse, misuse . . . deceive, disappoint, gull, cozen, beguile. 

S'fbbuser, To mistake, to be in error; to wronge himselfe, Sz;c." 

Cotgrave. 
p. 179, 1. 7. "the olde kyng* Coldroe tempested! hym." Here Caxton 

has made a most curious mistake. The original runs : et atiec luy le 

viel roy Coldroe^ tempeste, et hrullant de mommiere : tempeste being 

really the name of one of the Saracen kings, and not a verb, 
p. 183, 1. 6. " better aduysed? : " Fr. quit soit de8emle(?). 
p. 183, 1. 32. " byhelde : " Fr. regarderent. See note to p. 102, 1. 6. 
p. 184, 1. 13. "Due Naymes." In the Sowdane Floripas first sees the 

French army advancing, 
p. 187, 1. 1. " in the tree of the crosse ; " Fr. en larbre. 
p. 187, I 14. " he was almoost in a rage of hys wordes : " Fr. a peu de 

fait quit ne fut enraige de see parolles, 
p. 187, 1. 33. " by presumyng^ : " Fr. par premmacion = by sup- 
position, 
p. 190, 1. 2. " wythoute faulte : " Fr. eamfaulte = without fail, 
p. 193, 1. 29. " helde them soo short, &c. : " Fr. et lea tindrent ai deprez 

quelz ne acewent que f aire, 
p. 195, 1. 11. ** a grete abusyon : " Fr. grant ahuaion. 
p. 201, 1. 7. " that there was non abusyon, &c. : " Fr. quil ny auoit 

point dabuaion en croire et adorer lea diatea reliquea. 
p. 202, 1. 22. " al rauyssheiJ : " Fr. tout rauy. 
p. 204, 1. 7. " ouerthrew to the erthe : " Fr. vont tomber par terre, 
p. 208, 1. 18. " he founded?, rented, and releued? many and dyuers 

chyrches : " Fr. ilfonda, renta, et releua pluaieura et diueraea egliaea, 
p. 209, 1. 4. See Dr. Hausknecht's note to the Sowdon, 1. 1888. 
p. 209, 1. 23. " he wold not leue herby : " would not stop at this. 

Fr. ne ae voulat tenir a cecy. 
p. 209, 1. 27. " maad certeyn experyences : " Fr. Jlat aulcunea expert- 

mentaciona, 
p. 213, 1. 6. " took hede : " Fr. aen priat garde = took notice, 
p. 214, 1. 31. Fr. eulx qui eatoient preaena et leura aucceaaeura fuaaent 

franca et liber ez^ lea taillablea fuaaent a leura droia comme quilz fuaaent 

condicionez. 
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p. 215, 1. 35. " felow : " Fr. compaignon de escoc. 

p. 217, 1. 13. ^* wythoute makyng^ grete rebellyon : " without showing 

any great fight. Fr. sans f aire grandes rebellions, 
p. 221, 1. 17. " demaundedf synguler persone ayenst a persone : *' Fr. 

demanda a Charles hataille singuliere de personne a persorme, 
p. 222, 1. 17. " 800 vylaynsly : " Fr. si mllement 
p. 231, 1. 1. "surprysed :" overcome, taken. Fr. surpris, 
p. 237, 1. 1. " dystoumedl : " turned him awaiy, dissuaded him, Fr. 

le destourba. 
p. 237, 1. 21. "lepte*." corrected on the authority of the original 

French, which reads monta, 
p. 242, 1. 6. " to-faisshedl andf broken : " Fr. il estoit naure, casse, et 

tout rompu, 
p. 251, 1, 27. "daubeny." See InlroducHon, p. 7. 
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Abuse, a, 60/30, deceit, error. 

Abuse, V. 206/19, deceive. 

Abylled?, pt. 8. 80/11, dressed, pre- 
pared. 

Accomplyssbe, v. 125/34, complete, 
finish. 

Accumyled, pa, par, 198/167, ac- 
cumulated, grown long and thick. 

Acowar(J, v^ 173/15, show to be a 
coward, prove oneself a coward. 

Adiouste, v. 39/9, to add, append. 

Adoubed, !>«. P<^r. 95/22, arrayed, 
dressed ; 55/5, dubbed. 

Affectuously, adv. 13/12, affection- 
ately, with affection. 

Alowe(J, pa, par. 49/20, praised. 

Ampull, 8. 20/31, a flask, a bottle, 
a jar. 

And, conj. 101/15, if. 

Anenst, prep. 246/29, towards, as 
regards. 

Appeledf, pt. «• 242/26, accused, 
chjallenged, charged with. 

Araught, pt. «. 76/28, reached to, 
touched. 

Arbalastre, «. 104/12, a cross-bow. 

Aresonned, pa. par. 52/20, ques- 
tioned. 

Attaynedl, pt 8. 190/19, reached, 
struck. 

Attones, adv. 66/14, at once, at the 
same time. 

Aualedf, pt «. 158/16, sank down, 
was lowered; 104/34, let down, 
lowered. 

Bacynet, «. 32/15, a small helmet. 



Barat, 8. 231/35, fraud, deceit. 

Baston, 8. 182/4, a staff. 

Batayl, «. 232/35, a battalion, a 

division of an army. 
Bayned?, pa. par, 89/20, bathed, 

plunged. 
Baynes, 8. pi. 95/20, baths. 
Becke, «. 20/30, a beak, bill. 
Behoeful, v. 145/25, advisable, ad- 
vantageous. 
Belfraye, «. 175/7, a tower. See 

Oath. Anglicumy s. v. Barsepay. 
Blynfelde, pt pi. 82/1, blindfolded. 

See Cath. Anglicuniy s. v. Blynd- 

feyld. 
Bowedrau^t, 8. 189/31, a bowshot. 
Boystous, a. 29/26, large, big; 

16/22, rough, violent. 
5roched?, pt 8. 101/35, spurred- 
Buscage, «. 33/19, a wood. O.Fr. 

boscage. 

Camuse, a. 94/27, short, thick- 
nosed. 

Chauffed^, pa. par. 95/20, warmed, 
heated. 

Oomplyces, 8. pi. 164/33, accom- 
plices. 

Confanon, «. 170/27. For gonfanon 
= a standard. 

Oonfyskedf, i>a. pctr. 24/34, confis- 
cated. 

Oonuenably, adv. 19/32, suitably, 
fittingly. 

Oorobere, v. 24/9, to strengthen. 

Orapauld, 8. 79/20, a toad. 
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Cremeur, «. 46/19, dread. 

** Cnmieur, feare, dread." — 

Cotgrave. 
Cresme, a. 20/32. The chrism or 

holy oil with whicjh kings were 

anointed at their consecration. 

See Cath, Anglicum, s. v. Creme. 

DedyecJ, pa. par, 16/35, dedicated. 

Delyuer, a. 80/33, active, nimble. 
Hence tiie modem clever, 

Depesshe, v, imp, 63/9, hasten,' 
hurry. 

Derkedf, pt s, 211/12, was eclipsed, 

Descerkled?, Jpt s, 102/7, cut off the 
circle or nng round the helmet. 

Descouuerd, pa, par, 75/26, un- 
covered, deprived. 

Desmaylled, pa. par. 69/10, de- 
prived of the mails or plates. 

Disrenge, v. 226/19, to be thrown 
in disorder. 

Dysfeoneste, s. 91/31, filth, nasti- 
ness. 

Dyssymyled, pa, par, 13/22, dis- 
guised. 

Dystoumed, pt, 8, 237/1, turned 
aside. 

Bystrouble, v, 151/27, trouble, dis- 
turb, interfere with. 

Egal, «. 59/2, equal, match. ^. 

Empesshed?, pa. par, 219/14, hin- 
dered, obstructed. 

Enforced?, pt 8, 78/16, exerted. 

Engyne, «. 165/21, craft, art, skill. 

Enhardyedf, pt pi 192/22, encour- 
aged, took courage. 

Ensyewyng, v, 250/24, following. 

Enterbraced?, pt pi 113/25, em- 
braced. 

Enterprenour,«. 166/10, enterpriser, 
actor. 

Entretene, v. 46/32, to.treat, behave 
towards. 

Entyer, a, 237/32, earnest, hearty. 

Entyerecf , pa. par. 244/27, interred. 

Entyerly, adv. 149/28, earnestly, 
very greatly. "Entyrly: in- 
time.''—Cathol. Anglicum. 



Escrye, v. 11121, to call upon, 
invoke. 

Faus, a, 79/18. See note, 

Faysyble, a, 49/34, possible to be 
done, feasable. 

Felounye, «. 109/30, daring, reck- 
lessness. 

Fere, v, 140/5, to frighten. 

FerfuUy, adv. 193/32, in fear, 
trmi<Uy. 

Fette, pt 8. 223/26, fetched. 

Fliese, «. 91/1, a fleece. 

Florysshe, v, 36/3, to bud, flower. 

Florysshed, pa, par. 108/23, flow- 
ing, long and wide. 

Formosyte, «. 198/10, beauty. 

Frequented, pt 8. 29/12, made 
frequent use of. 

Geayler, 8. 89/1, jailer. 

Glaues, eh, pi 81/27, glaives : 
weapons made of a cutting blade 
flxed at the end of a staff. 

Qree, 8. 96/10, pleasure, delight. 

Greued, pa. par, 147/26, hurt, in- 
jured. 

Guarysshedl, pa. par, 17/16, cured, 
healed. 

Habylle, a. 169/32, active, nimble. 
Hamoys, e. 105/34, equipments, 

outfit. 
Houyng, pr, par, 36/16, hovering. 

lape, v, 60/22, play, mock, 
lonques, 8. pi 200/1, rushes. See 

Cath, Anglicum, s. v. lonkett. 
loumeye, 8, 216/9, a day*s journey. 

Lawhe, v. 53/12, to laugh. 
Lawhyng, a, 90/15, laughing. 
Lesynges, «. pi 106/8, lies. 
Leteth, pr, 8, 212/24, causes. 

Letdh the wete = tellfl you, sends 

notice to you. 
Lette, pa, par. 219/14, obstructed, 

hindered. 



OLOSSABY. 



267 



Loange, $, 25/32, praise, worship, 
reverence, O.Fr. loitange, 

Lodgyce, «. 49/22, lodgings, tent. 
Fr. logia. 

Loos, 8, 85/5, glory, praise. 

Lyces, 8, pi. 40/25. Lists or a tilt- 
yard (Ootgrave) here used for the 
lines of the camp. 

Lygnage, a. 192/33, clan, party. 

Maistresse, a. 94/19, goyemess. 

Matte, a. 74/12, conquered, 
throughly beaten. See glossary 
to Sir Ferumhra8, 

Maulgre, prep. 234/26^ in spite of. 

Meddle, v, 92/35, engage, contend. 

Medled, pa. par, 198/14, mixed^ 
intermingled. 

Mesprysed, pa, par, 251/12, made 
a mistake, erred; 52/6, done 
wrong, injured. 

Mosel, 8. 151/10, a muzzle. 

Moyen, 8. 213/33, a means, a plan. 

Murayl, 8, 203/25, walls, fortifica- 
tions. 

Muse, V, 119/9, to be confounded. 

Oueral, adv. 30/12, everywhere. 
**Ouer alle; passim^ vhicun- 

qite, genua loqueridi est vbiiiue,^^ — 

Cath, Anglicum, 
Ouerthrewe, pt, a. 141/18, fell over. 

Parents, 8, pi, 160/3, relations. 

Pourchace, v, 32/6, provide, con- 
trive. See note to Sir Ferum- 
hrasy 2603. 

Prestly, adv. 94/35, readily, quickly. 

Priued, pa, par, 215/14, with- 
drawn, estranged. 

Purchacedl,i>a. j9ar. 131/8, obtained, 

procured. 
Putayne, a, 180/1, a harlot. 

Puterye, «. 181/35, harlotry. Fr. 

puterie, 
Pynapple, 8. 80/22, a fir. See note, 

Baught, pt, 8, 81/18, reached to, 
touched. 



Eeioye, v, 64/32, renew. 

Eeleued, pt a, 130/24, lifted up, 
raised. 

Bemysed, pt a. 208/28, placed 

again, brought back. 
Bented, pt. a, 206/18, endowed. 
Eepayre, a, 129/13, retreat, return. 
Eescowec}, pa. par, 72/35, rescued. 

Eetcheth, 3 pr, «. 22/3, cares, 
recks. 

Byuage, a. 158/3, shore, bank. 

Salewedf,i>^. a. 49/23, saluted, made 
obeisance to. 

Settedf* pt, a, 52/22, set, thought. 

Share, pt a, 76/28, cut. 

Sommyers, a. pi, 105/23, pack- 
horses. 

Soulded, pa. par. 103/33, soldered, 
fastened, jointed. 

Sperhawke, a. 193/32, a sparrow- 
hawk. 

Stratcheden, pt, pi, 236/31, were 
stretched or strained. 

^udarye, a. 37/14, a handkerchief: 
commonly applied to the napkin 
which wrapped about our Lord's 
head. See Cath Anglicum, s. v. 
and note. 

Surquydrous, a. 74/10, proud, 
haughty. 

Swolowe, a. 205/32, a whirlpool or 
quicksand. See Cath. Anglicumy 
8. V. a SwaUe of y* See. 

Symylacres, a. pi. 206/11, images. 

Syeges, a. pi, 229/5, seats, places. 

Tabellyons, a. pi. 214/32. See 
note. 

Tabouryns, a. pi. 22/27, tabourers. 

Thwarte, prep. 44/6, across. 

To-frusatiQ^, pa, par. 75/20, broken 
to pieces. 

Trauaylled, pa, par, 103/7, worn 
out with labour. 

Tronchonnedf,i?a.i?or. 63/1, broken 
to pieces. 

Truffed?, pt 8. 119/15, played, 
mocked. 
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Tyerce, «. 232/23, terce, or the third 
of the canonical hours. 

Underset, pa. par. 24911, propped 
up, supported. 

Vnnethe, adv, 31/6, scarcely, with 
difficulty. 

Vylaynsly, adv, 222/17, shamefully, 
disgracefully. 



Wende, pt s. 36/13, thought, in- 
tended. 

Wesshe, pt $, 66/21, washed. 

Wynbrowes, a, pi. 26/33, eyebrows. 
Evidently a corruption of cycn- 
hrowee. 



Ymbre, «. 37/35, ember. 
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